

[image: image1.png]3 C
CRIN









Summary of UN Committee on the Rights of the Child

Concluding Observations














Article 2 Non-Discrimination


Key findings


Countries by country 




Year(s)

Antigua and Barbuda




2004

Argentina






2002, 1995

Bahamas






2005

Barbados






1999

Belize







2005, 1999

Brazil







2004

Colombia






2006, 2000, 1995, 1994

Costa Rica






2005, 2000, 1993

Cuba







1997

Chile







2007, 2002, 1994

Dominica






2004

Dominican Republic 




2007, 2001

Ecuador 






2005, 1998

Grenada






2000

Haiti 







2003

Honduras 






2007, 1999, 1994

Jamaica 






2003, 1995

Mexico 






2006, 1999, 1994

Nicaragua 






2005, 1999, 1995

Panama






2004, 1997

Paraguay  






2001, 1997, 1994

Peru 







2006, 2000, 1993

Saint Kitts and Nevis 




1999

Saint Lucia 






2005

Saint Vincent 





2002

Suriname 






2007, 2000

Trinidad and Tobago 




2006, 1997

Uruguay 






2007, 1996

Venezuela 






2007, 1999

Key findings

Legislation/Plans and Programmes

· The Constitutional guarantees of non-discrimination are not in full compliance with article 2 of the Convention: Trinidad and Tobago 2006, Saint Lucia, The Bahamas, Antigua and Barbuda, Guyana, Jamaica 2003 and St Vincent. 

· The principle of non-discrimination is not fully reflected in the State party’s legislation and administrative and judicial decisions or in policies and programmes relevant to children at national and local levels: Trinidad and Tobago 2006, Saint Lucia, Belize 2005, Antigua and Barbuda, Guyana, Haiti, Argentina 2002, Chile 2002, Paraguay 2001, Guatemala 2001, St Kitts and Nevis, Belize 1999, Ecuador 1998, Trinidad and Tobago 1997, Paraguay 1997, Cuba, Panama 1997, Uruguay 1996, Guatemala 1996, Nicaragua 1995, Jamaica 1995, Paraguay 1994 and Mexico 1994.

Discriminatory Practices

Vulnerable Groups

· Cultural, social and institutional discriminatory practices against children of migrants, children of ethnic minorities, refugee, displaced, asylum-seeking and unaccompanied migrant children: Dominican Republic 2007, Chile 2007, Ecuador 2005, The Bahamas, Belize 2005, Brazil, Dominica, Panama 2004, Guyana, Argentina 2002, St. Vincent, Paraguay 2001, Guatemala 2001, Dominican Republic 2001, Colombia 2000, Grenada, Costa Rica 2000, Venezuela 1999, Nicaragua 1999, Honduras 1999, Barbados, Belize 1999, Bolivia 1998 and Ecuador 1998.

· Access to education, health and public services: certain vulnerable groups, including indigenous, migrant and refugee children, informally adopted children, children with disabilities, as well as children from disadvantaged socio-economic backgrounds, children living in rural areas and children living and working in the streets, continue to be victims of discrimination or de facto discrimination particularly in their reduced access to education, health and public services: Dominican Republic 2007, Chile 2007, Honduras 2007, Suriname 2007, Colombia 2006, Mexico 2006, Peru 2006, Trinidad and Tobago 2006, Costa Rica 2005, Ecuador 2005, Nicaragua 2005, The Bahamas, Belize 2005, Bolivia 2005, Antigua and Barbuda, El Salvador 2004, Panama 2004, Guyana, Haiti, Argentina 2002, St. Vincent, Chile 2002, Paraguay 2001, Guatemala 2001, Dominican Republic, Colombia 2000, Suriname 2000, Grenada, Peru 2000, Costa Rica 2000, Mexico 1999, Venezuela 1999, Nicaragua 1999, Honduras 1999, Belize 1999, Bolivia 1998, Ecuador 1998, Paraguay 1997, Panama 1997, Guatemala 1996, Nicaragua 1995, Paraguay 1994 and Bolivia 1993.

· Children living and working on the street are exposed to discrimination, violence, sexual abuse and exploitation, and also reported mistreatment by police and law enforcement officers: Dominican Republic 2007, Venezuela 2007, Colombia 1995, and Colombia 1994.

· Recruitment into armed groups: displaced children, indigenous children and children living in rural and remote areas are at greater risk of recruitment by the armed forces: Colombia 2006.

Disabilities

· Lack of an integration policy, care infrastructure , and comprehensive data on the number of children with disabilities: Mexico 2006, Peru 2006, Ecuador 2005, Nicaragua 2005, The Bahamas, Belize 2005, Bolivia 2005, Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, El Salvador 2004, Panama 2004, Jamaica 2003, Argentina 2002, St. Vincent, Chile 2002, Paraguay 2001, Guatemala 2001, Dominican Republic 2001, Colombia 2000, Suriname 2000, Grenada, Peru 2000, Costa Rica 2000, Mexico 1999, Venezuela 1999, Nicaragua 1999, Honduras 1999, Belize 1999, Bolivia 1998, Ecuador 1998, Jamaica 1995 and El Salvador 1993.

HIV and AIDS 

· Reports of discrimination against children and adolescents living with HIV and AIDS: Dominican Republic 2007, Venezuela 2007, Chile 2007, Honduras 2007, Suriname 2007, Mexico 2006, Peru 2006, Trinidad and Tobago 2006, Nicaragua 2005, Belize 2005, Panama 2004, Jamaica 2003, St. Vincent, Colombia 2000, Grenada, Peru 2000 and Jamaica 1995.

· Geographical discrimination: prevention campaigns for adolescents and the general population living with HIV and AIDS have only been launched in certain geographical areas: Dominican Republic 2007.

· Mother to child transmission: lack of adequate treatment for pregnant women to prevent mother to child transmission of HIV and AIDS: Venezuela 2007 and Nicaragua 2005.

· Family and community support: there are no policies in place to strengthen the capacity of families and the community to provide care and support to children infected by HIV or affected by HIV and AIDS: Suriname 2007, Nicaragua 2005 and Jamaica 2003.

Gender based discrimination

· Discrimination against girls, pregnant students, teenage mothers: Dominican Republic 2007, Chile 2007, Honduras 2007, Suriname 2007, Colombia 2006, Mexico 2006, Trinidad and Tobago 2006, Belize 2005, Bolivia 2005, Antigua and Barbuda, El Salvador 2004, Guyana, Jamaica 2003, Chile, Paraguay 2001, Guatemala 2001, Dominican Republic 2001, Colombia 2000, Suriname 2000, Barbados, Grenada, Peru 2000, Mexico 1999, Nicaragua 1999, Honduras 1999, Bolivia 1998, Paraguay 1997, Panama 1997, Nicaragua 1995, Jamaica 1995, Paraguay 1994, Costa Rica 1993, El Salvador 1993 and Bolivia 1993.

· Early and forced marriages: this practice mainly affects girls, particularly those living in the interior of the country: Suriname 2000. 

· Low legal minimal age for marriage, disparities between the ages for boys and girls mainly because of the use of the biological criterion of puberty to set different ages of maturity for boys and girls: Suriname 2000, Mexico 1999, Honduras 1999, Bolivia 1998, Ecuador 1998, Panama 1997, Guatemala 1996, Nicaragua 1995, Argentina 1995, Paraguay 1994, El Salvador 1993 and Bolivia 1993.

· Unmarried under-age parents may not have custody of their children, and these children cannot take the names of their biological parents: Uruguay 2007 and Uruguay 1996.

Other Forms of Discrimination 

· Sexual orientation: discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, including those under persons under 18 years old: Chile 2007.

· Birth registration: a large number of children are unregistered in many countries; in others, birth registration rates are low. This can lead to exclusion from the right to a nationality and the right to education: Dominican Republic 2007, Colombia 2006, Bolivia 2005 and Dominican Republic 2001.

· Children born out of wedlock and children of single-parent families continue to be stigmatised and discriminated against, including in regard to the enjoyment of their civil rights: Uruguay 2007, Antigua and Barbuda, Haiti, Suriname 2000, Venezuela 1999, Belize 1999, Bolivia 1998, Ecuador 1998, Uruguay 1996 and Nicaragua 1995.

· Religion: the fact that classes on Catholicism are part of the curriculum is discriminatory for non-Catholic children: Costa Rica 2005.

· Appearance: children are discriminated against because of their appearance (e.g. way of dressing, tattoos and symbols): Uruguay 2007 and Honduras 2007. 

· Urban and rural children: gaps in coverage and quality of education between urban and rural areas; high drop-out rates, particularly among rural children; persistent high illiteracy rates among children in rural areas, particularly among girls; and the lack of additional funds for education: El Salvador 2004, Paraguay 2001, Dominican Republic 2001 and Grenada.

Country by country findings

Antigua and Barbuda: 03/11/04 37th Session

26. While noting that discrimination is prohibited under the Constitution, the Committee regrets that the grounds mentioned in the Constitution are not in full compliance with article 2 of the Convention and that no additional legislation exists that explicitly prohibits all forms of discrimination and in greater detail. The Committee is also concerned that some groups of children, in particular girls, children with disabilities, children living in poverty, children born out of wedlock and informally adopted children, suffer from discriminatory attitudes and disparities in accessing basic services.

27. The Committee recommends that the State party increase its efforts to ensure implementation of existing laws guaranteeing the principle of non-discrimination and that it adopt appropriate legislation, where necessary, to ensure that all children within its jurisdiction enjoy all the rights set out in the Convention without discrimination, in accordance with article 2.

28. The Committee requests that specific information be included in the next periodic report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance and taking account of General Comment No. 1 on the aims of education.

Argentina: 09/10/02 31st Session

29. The Committee is concerned that the principle of non-discrimination is not fully implemented for children living in poverty, indigenous children, children of migrant workers, primarily those from neighbouring countries, street children, children with disabilities and marginalized adolescents who are neither studying nor working, especially with regard to their access to adequate health care and educational facilities.

30. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Monitor the situation of children, in particular those belonging to the above-mentioned vulnerable groups, who are exposed to discrimination;

(b) Develop, on the basis of the results of these monitoring, comprehensive strategies containing specific and well-targeted actions aimed at eliminating all forms of discrimination.

31. The Committee requests that specific information be included in the next periodic report on measures and programmes relevant to the Convention undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, and taking account of the Committee’s General Comment No. 1 on article 29, paragraph 1, of the Convention (aims of education).

Argentina: 15/02/95 8th Session

10. The Committee takes note of the disparity of marriage ages for boys and girls in Argentine law, which seems to be contrary to the provisions of article 2 of the Convention.

The Bahamas: 31/03/05 38th Session

28. The Committee is concerned that societal discrimination persists against vulnerable groups of children; including children living in poverty, Haitian immigrant children and children with disabilities and that the Constitution does not prohibit discrimination on the grounds of disability.

29. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Strengthen, in the current process of reforming the Constitution, the existing provisions on non-discrimination and ensure observance of the principle of non-discrimination in full compliance with article 2 of the Convention;

(b) Adopt further appropriate legislation (e.g. a separate law on non-discrimination);

(c) Adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy to eliminate discrimination on any grounds and against all vulnerable groups.

30. The Committee requests that specific information be included, in the next periodic report, on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, taking account of the Committee’s general comment No. 1 (2001) on the aims of education.

Barbados: 24/08/99 21st Session

15. The Committee welcomes the general commitment of the State party to the prevention of discrimination. It takes note of the problems the State party faces in extending its provision of free education to all children beyond those who are citizens or permanent residents. The Committee recommends that these provisions be reviewed so as to ensure implementation of the principle of non-discrimination for any child within the jurisdiction of the State party, as set forth in article 2 of the Convention. 

16. The Committee shares the concern in the State party over growing gender bias faced by boys as shown in, among other areas, academic underachievement by boys and difficulties in placing boys for adoption. At the same time the rate of girls who attempt or commit suicide is particularly high. In connection with the problems faced by both boys and girls, the Committee notes with satisfaction the recent decision to set up, within the Ministry of Social Transformation, a "Gender Affairs Bureau". The Committee recommends that the State party continue and increase its efforts to address discrimination arising from the inappropriate socialization of boys and girls into inappropriate gender roles and the resulting determination of social attitudes concerning children based on gender.

Belize: 31/03/05 38th Session

25. While appreciating that some measures have been taken to promote the principle of

non-discrimination against children, such as the enactment in 1998 of the Families and Children Act, which guarantees that all children are of equal status in the application of the Belizean legislation, the Committee is concerned at the persistent discrimination faced by girls, children with disabilities, migrant children, children living in poverty, children belonging to minorities, indigenous children, children infected with or affected by HIV AND AIDS, children living in rural areas, and pregnant students and teenage mothers in schools.

26. In the light of article 2 of the Convention, the Committee recommends that the State party increase its efforts to adopt appropriate legislation, to ensure the implementation of existing laws guaranteeing the principle of non-discrimination, and to adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy to eliminate discrimination on any grounds and more so against all vulnerable groups of children.

27. The Committee requests that specific information be included in the next periodic report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, with due regard to the Committee’s general comment No. 1 on the aims of education (2001).

Belize: 10/05/99 20th Session

15. The Committee wishes to express its concern that the State party does not appear to have fully taken into account the provisions of the Convention, especially its general principles, as reflected in its articles 2 (non-discrimination), 3 (best interests of the child), 6 (right to life, survival and development) and 12 (respect for the views of the child), in its legislation, its administrative and judicial decisions, as well as in its policies and programmes relevant to children. It is the Committee's view that further efforts must be undertaken to ensure that the principles of the Convention, in particular the general principles, not only guide policy discussion and decision-making, but are also appropriately integrated into all legal revisions, as well as into judicial and administrative decisions and projects, programmes and services which have an impact on children. 

16. While the Committee notes that the principle of non-discrimination (art. 2) is reflected in the Constitution and in other domestic legislation, it is still concerned that measures adopted to ensure that all children are guaranteed access to education and health services and are protected against all forms of exploitation are insufficient. Of particular concern are certain vulnerable groups of children, including children with disabilities; children belonging to minority and indigenous groups, such as Maya and Garifuna children; children living in remote rural areas; children living in poverty; children living and/or working on the street; refugee and asylum-seeking children; illegal immigrant children; children in the juvenile justice system; children of single-parent families; children born out of wedlock and institutionalized children. The Committee recommends that the State party increase its efforts to ensure implementation of the principle of non-discrimination and full compliance with article 2 of the Convention, particularly as it relates to the vulnerable groups. 

Bolivia: 11/02/05 38th Session

25. The Committee is deeply concerned about the significant disparities in the State party in the implementation of the rights enshrined in the Convention, reflected in a range of social indicators like enrolment in and completion of education, infant mortality rates and birth registration, indicating persistent discrimination against indigenous children, girls, children with disabilities and children living in rural areas.

26. In light of article 2 of the Convention, the Committee recommends that the State party intensify its efforts to prevent and eliminate all forms of de facto discrimination against indigenous children, children with disabilities, girls and children living in rural areas.

Bolivia: 18/02/93 3rd Session

9. The Committee underlines the importance of implementing all of the provisions of the Convention in the light of the general principles contained in articles 2, 3, 6 and 12 of the Convention. In this regard, the Committee notes with concern the disparities in the status and treatment of children in Bolivia conforming to distinctions based on race, sex, language and ethnic or social origin. Vulnerable groups of children, including girl children, indigenous children and children living in poverty, are particularly disadvantaged in their access to adequate health and educational facilities and are the primary victims of such abuses as sale and trafficking, child labour and sexual and other forms of exploitation. The diminished level or protection for girl children inherent in the lower minimum age for marriage is discriminatory and, as a result, deprives this group of children of the benefit of other protections afforded by the Convention.

Bolivia: 26/10/98 19th Session

16. The Committee reiterates its concern (see CRC/C/15/Add.1, para. 8) regarding the implementation of article 1 and other related provisions of the Convention, owing to disparities in domestic legislation, especially concerning the minimum legal ages for access to work and for marriage. The Committee is also concerned about the use of the biological criterion of puberty to set different ages of maturity for boys and girls. This practice is contrary to the principles and provisions of the Convention and, inter alia, it constitutes a form of gender-based discrimination which affects the enjoyment of all rights. The Committee recommends that the State party introduce appropriate amendments to the draft code for children and adolescents (Proyecto de Código de los Niños, Niñas y Adolescentes) and raise the minimum legal ages for work and marriage, in order to bring it into full conformity with the principles and provisions of the Convention. 

17. With regard to the implementation of article 2 of the Convention, the Committee reiterates its concern (see CRC/C/15/Add.1, para. 9) at the growing disparities between rural and urban areas, as well as the growing number of the population living in urban poor and marginalized areas. Furthermore, the predominance of discrimination on the basis of ethnic origin, gender, social status and disabilities is also a major concern. The Committee reiterates its recommendation (see CRC/C/15/Add.1, para. 14) to the State party and further recommends that it increase measures to reduce economic and social disparities, including between rural and urban areas, to prevent discrimination against the most disadvantaged groups of children, such as children belonging to indigenous communities, girl children, children with disabilities, children born out of wedlock and children who are living and/or working on the streets. 

Brazil: 03/11/04 37th Session

29. The Committee welcomes the fact that the Constitution of 1988 criminalizes acts of racism by not giving the right to bail or prescription and by subjecting them to imprisonment. The Committee notes the recent measures adopted by the federal Government, including the cultural diversity programme and Civil Code Law 10.406/02, which regulates the citizenship of the Brazilian Indian, since it abolishes the previous status of being a relatively “incapable” citizen. However, the Committee is concerned that discrimination is still present against some ethnic groups, such as Brazilians of African descent, in some cultural and social practices and by the persistent level of unequal social development in regions, specifically in the North and Northeast regions, which in many instances amount to discrimination.

30. The Committee urges the State party to take adequate measures to ensure the implementation of existing laws and policies guaranteeing the principle of non-discrimination and full compliance with article 2 of the Convention, and to adopt a comprehensive strategy to eliminate discrimination on any grounds and against all vulnerable groups, including all necessary special measures to address the rather persistent inequalities that exist against some ethnic groups such as Brazilian of African descent in the State party. The Committee further recommends that the State party continue to carry out comprehensive public education campaigns and undertake all necessary proactive measures to prevent and combat negative societal attitudes and practices.

31. The Committee requests that specific information be included, in the next periodic report, on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, held in 2001 and taking account of General Comment No. 1 on article 29, paragraph 1, of the Convention (aims of education).

Chile: 23/04/07 44th Session

29. The Committee recognises the policy measures undertaken to advance the implementation of the principle of non-discrimination, in particular in the area of health services, however remains concerned that certain vulnerable groups, including indigenous, migrant and refugee children, children with disabilities, as well as children from disadvantaged socio-economic backgrounds and those living in rural areas, continue to be victims of discrimination, particularly in their reduced access to education. The Committee further notes the prevalence of gender based discrimination and that pregnancy continues to result in the exclusion of girls from educational establishments, despite an explicit prohibition of discrimination on this ground. Furthermore, the

Committee is concerned that homosexual relations, including those of persons under 18 years old, continue to be criminalised, indicating discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation.

30. The Committee recommends that the State party increase its efforts to review, monitor and ensure implementation of legislation guaranteeing the principle of non- discrimination and full compliance with article 2 of the Convention, and adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy to eliminate discrimination on gender, ethnic, religious or any other grounds and against all vulnerable groups throughout the country.

31. The Committee also request that specific information be included in the next periodic report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party, to provide special protection to vulnerable groups and to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, also taking into account General Comment No. 1 on article 29, paragraph 1 of the Convention (aims of education).

Chile: 03/04/02 29th Session

18. The Committee, while acknowledging that there have been efforts to disseminate the

Convention during the process for the development of regional plans for children and to train professionals working with and for children in line with its previous recommendation

(ibid, para. 18), nevertheless expresses its concern that these measures need to be strengthened, in particular in rural areas and among indigenous children.

19. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Increase its efforts to translate informative material into the main indigenous languages and disseminate it;

(b) Develop more creative methods to promote the Convention, including through audiovisual aids such as picture books and posters, in particular at local level, and through media;

(c) Continue and strengthen its efforts to provide adequate and systematic training and/or sensitization on children’s rights of professional groups working with and for children, such as judges, lawyers, law enforcement and health personnel, teachers and school administrators;

(d) Debate and discuss the principles and provisions of the Convention with a view to integrating them into the curricula at all levels of the educational system; and

(e) Seek technical assistance from, among others, UNICEF, UNESCO and OHCHR.

Chile: 25/04/94 6th Session

N/A

Colombia: 08/06/06 42nd Session

35. The Committee is deeply concerned that widespread discrimination exists towards certain vulnerable groups, such as displaced children, Afro-Colombian and indigenous children and children living in rural and remote areas. Their ability to access education and health facilities is severely reduced by the disproportionate allocation of resources. The Committee is concerned that such vulnerable groups are at greater risk of recruitment by the armed forces as well as of commercial and sexual exploitation, internal displacement and trafficking. The Committee is further concerned that the rights of girls and women continue to be violated.

36. The Committee recommends that the State party increase its efforts to ensure implementation of existing laws guaranteeing the principle of non-discrimination and full compliance with article 2 of the Convention, and adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy to eliminate discrimination on gender, ethnic, religious or any grounds and against all vulnerable groups throughout the country.

37. The Committee also requests that specific information be included, in the next periodic report, on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to provide special protection to vulnerable groups including girls, indigenous and Afro-Colombian children and to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, also taking into account general comment No. 1 on article 29, paragraph 1, of the Convention (aims of education).

Colombia: 16/10/00 25th Session

32. Concern is expressed at the existing patterns of economic and social disparity, and of gender and racial discrimination; at the marginalization of children belonging to the Afro-Colombian and indigenous populations; and at the precarious situation of children belonging to internally displaced populations, especially regarding their limited access to housing, education and health services. 

33. In the light of article 2 and other related articles of the Convention, the Committee recommends that the State party increase measures to reduce economic and social disparities, including between urban and rural areas; to prevent discrimination against the most disadvantaged groups of children, such as girls, children with disabilities, children belonging to indigenous and ethnic groups, children living in and/or working on the streets, children living in camps for internally displaced populations and children living in rural areas; and to guarantee their full enjoyment of all the rights recognized in the Convention. 

Colombia: 07/02/94 5th Session

6. The Committee expresses its concern over the significant gap between the laws adopted to promote and protect the rights of the child and the practical application of those laws to the actual situation of a great number of children in Colombia. The Committee is concerned at the lack of sufficient coordination of the various efforts to implement the Convention. The Committee is also concerned about discriminatory and adverse social attitudes, particularly among law enforcement officials, towards vulnerable groups of children.

7. The Committee expresses its grave concern over the life-threatening situation faced by an alarming number of children in Colombia, particularly those who, in order to survive, are working and/or living on the streets. Many of those children are subject to arbitrary arrest and torture and other inhuman or degrading treatment by authorities. They are also subject to coercion, disappearance, trafficking and murder by criminal groups.

Colombia: 15/02/95 8th Session

12. The Committee is also concerned about discriminatory and adverse social attitudes, particularly among law enforcement officials, towards vulnerable groups of children. The Committee expresses its grave concern over the life-threatening situation faced by an alarming number of children in Colombia, particularly those who, in order to survive, are working and/or living on the streets. Many of those children are victims of "social cleansing" campaigns and subject to arbitrary arrest and torture and other inhuman or degrading treatment by authorities. They are also subject to coercion, disappearance, trafficking and murder by criminal groups.

Costa Rica: 21/09/05 39th Session

18. The Committee welcomes the elaboration of the first National Development Plan for

Costa Rica’s Indigenous People, the translation into indigenous languages of the Childhood and Adolescence Code, the Law against Domestic Violence and the Law on Responsible Paternity, as well as the incorporation of the rights of indigenous people into the National Plan for Children and Adolescents. The Committee is concerned however at the limited access of indigenous children, migrant children and those living in rural areas, to basic education and health services, and at their low standard of living. The Committee also regrets the absence of information in the State party’s report on the implementation of its previous recommendation regarding the protection of children of migrant families in irregular situations against discrimination. While welcoming the revocation by resolution No. 008857-99 of articles 6 and 7 of Executive Decree (Decreto ejecutivo) No. 21989-MEP-MTSS, the Committee is concerned at information received whereby migrant children are still neither eligible for scholarships, nor entitled to take part in students’ councils.

19. The Committee encourages the State party to continue to pay due attention to the needs of indigenous people by taking appropriate measures to address the high rate of infant mortality among the indigenous communities, and to substantially increase their level of education and standard of living, and endorses the recommendation of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination in that regard (CERD/C/60/CO/3, para. 11). The Committee further recommends that the State party provide information on the number of migrant children who benefited from scholarships since the adoption of resolution No. 008857-99. In addition, the Committee recommends that the State party take steps to disseminate the contents of the resolution to the public at large. The

Committee also recommends that the State party take appropriate measures to ensure the right of migrant children to take part in students’ councils. The State party should provide information in its next periodic report on the action taken to protect children of migrant families in irregular situations against discrimination as recommended by the Committee in its previous concluding observations.

20. The Committee requests that specific information be included in the next periodic report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the

Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Durban Declaration and

Programme of Action adopted at the World Conference against Racism, Racial

Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance and taking account of the Committee’s general comment No. 1 (2001) on the aims of education.

Costa Rica: 24/02/00 23rd Session

15. With regard to the implementation of article 2 of the Convention, the Committee expresses its concern at the manifestations of xenophobia and racial discrimination against immigrants, particularly children belonging to Nicaraguan families residing illegally in the State party's territory; at the marginalization of children belonging to indigenous populations and to the Black Costa Rican ethnic minority; and at the regional disparities, in particular between the developed Central Valley and the less developed coastal regions and border areas. The Committee recommends that the State party increase measures to reduce socio-economic and regional disparities; and to prevent discrimination against the most disadvantaged groups of children, such as the girl child, children with disabilities, children belonging to indigenous and ethnic groups, children living in and/or working on the streets and children living in rural areas. Furthermore, the Committee also recommends that the State party undertake educational campaigns to raise awareness in order to prevent and combat discrimination on the grounds of gender, ethnic and/or national origin. In this regard, the Committee endorses the recommendations made by the Human Rights Committee (CCPR/C/79/Add.107) and the Committee for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD/C/304/Add.71).

Costa Rica: 18/10/93 4th Session

9. The Committee notes that there have been alarming tendencies in recent years on increasing problems concerning vulnerable children, such as discrimination against the girl child and sexual abuse including incest and other forms of violence perpetrated against children. In this connection, the Committee notes that there has not always been adequate enforcement of existing legislation nor have public education activities been sufficiently focused on those problems.

Cuba: 18/06/97 15th Session

9. It is the view of the Committee that insufficient steps have been taken to study and review the compatibility of national legislation with the principles and provisions of the Convention, so as to ensure fulfilment of all the rights provided for in the Convention.

33. The Committee recommends that further measures be taken to ensure the effective implementation of the general principles of the Convention, notably non-discrimination, best interests of the child and respect for the views of the child. Thus, these principles should constitute the framework for the design and implementation of policy in all actions concerning children whether undertaken by social welfare institutions, administrative authorities or legislative bodies. 

Dominica: 30/06/04 36th Session

21. The Committee is concerned that societal discrimination persists against vulnerable groups of children, including children with disabilities and Carib Indian children.

22. The Committee recommends that the State party increase its efforts to ensure implementation of existing laws guaranteeing the principle of non-discrimination and full compliance with article 2 of the Convention, and adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy to eliminate discrimination on any grounds and against all vulnerable groups.

23. The Committee requests that specific information be included in the next periodic report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance and taking account of General Comment No. 1 (2001) on the aims of education.

Dominican Republic: 21/01/07 47th Session

27. The Committee welcomes that Law No. 136-03 provides an unquestionable legal basis to combat all forms of discrimination against children. However, the Committee is seriously concerned that children of Haitian immigrants and Haitian descendents have restricted access to education, health and social services to which all children on the territory of the Dominican Republic are equally entitled according to the Convention. Measures adopted to legalize the status of illegal immigrants were only partially successful or even counterproductive, also because of widely shared discriminatory practices in the population and in administrative bodies against children of migrants and other origin. The Committee also notes that girls are not given the same status of boys in legal regulations, family and society as e.g. evident in the different regulation for the marriage age of boys and girls. Also poor children, children from remote rural areas and children living and working in the streets are excluded from the full implementation of child rights. 

28. The Committee urges the State party to review all laws and regulations in order to examine, whether they clearly prohibit any differential treatment of children with regard to race, colour, sex, national, ethnic or social origin, disability, birth or other status and to ensure the full implementation of these laws, which guarantee the right to equal treatment and non-discrimination. The Committee also recommends that the State party launches massive public campaigns which combat discriminatory attitudes and behaviours and that the State party trains the staff of all governmental and public institutions with respect to the equal rights of all children on the territory of the Dominican Republic. 

29. The Committee also requests that specific information be included in the next periodic report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to provide special protection to vulnerable groups and to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference Against Racism, 

Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, also taking into account general comment No. 1 (2001) on the aims of education and general comment No. 5 (2003) on general measures of implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Dominican Republic: 21/02/01 26th Session

22. The Committee is deeply concerned at the discrimination against children of Haitian origin born in the State party's territory or belonging to Haitian migrant families, especially their limited access to housing, education and health services, and notes in particular the lack of specifically targeted measures to address this problem. Furthermore, concern is expressed at the existing patterns of economic and social disparities, and at gender and racial discrimination. 

23. In the light of article 2 and other related articles of the Convention, the Committee recommends that the State party take, as a matter of priority, effective measures to ensure that children of Haitian origin born in the State party's territory or belonging to Haitian migrant families have the same access to housing, education and health services as other children. The Committee also recommends that the State party strengthen and increase measures to reduce economic and social disparities, including between urban and rural areas; to prevent discrimination against the most disadvantaged groups of children, such as girls, children with disabilities, children living in and/or working on the streets; and children living in rural areas; and to guarantee their full enjoyment of all the rights as recognized in the Convention. 

Ecuador: 13/09/05 39th Session

28. The Committee reiterates the concern voiced by the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD/C/62/CO/2, para. 11) that, despite constitutional and legal guarantees, indigenous and Afro-Ecuadorian people, as well as members of other ethnic minorities are, de facto, still discriminated against. The Committee is further concerned about discrimination against girls, children living in poverty and refugee children.

29. The Committee urges the State party to take adequate measures to ensure practical application of the constitutional and legal provisions guaranteeing the principle of non-discrimination and the full compliance with article 2 of the Convention and to strengthen and effectively implement its national strategies to eliminate discrimination on any grounds and against all vulnerable groups.

30. The Committee requests that specific information be included, in the next periodic report, on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, taking into account general comment No. 1 (2001) on the aims of education.

Ecuador: 26/10/98 19th Session

17. With regard to the implementation of article 1 and related articles of the Convention regarding the definition of the child, the Committee is concerned about the disparities existing in domestic legislation. The Committee is also concerned at the use of the biological criterion of puberty to set different ages of maturity for boys and girls. This practice is contrary to the principles and provisions of the Convention and constitutes a form of gender-based discrimination which affects the enjoyment of all rights. The Committee recommends that the State party review its domestic legislation to ensure full conformity with the principles and provisions of the Convention. 

18. While acknowledging the measures taken by the State party, the Committee is still concerned at the predominance of discrimination on the basis of ethnic origin, gender, social status and disabilities. The Committee expresses its concern at the increasing disparities between rural and urban areas, as well as at the growing number of the population living in urban poor and marginalized areas. In the light of the general principle of non-discrimination (art. 2 of the Convention), the Committee recommends that the State party continue taking all available measures to reduce economic and social disparities, including those between rural and urban areas. Measures to prevent discrimination against the most disadvantaged groups of children, including children belonging to indigenous communities, Afro-Ecuadorian children, girl children, children with disabilities, children born out of wedlock, children in institutional care, and children living and/or working on the streets should be reinforced. 

El Salvador: 30/06/04 36th Session

25. The Committee is concerned at the persistent discrimination faced in the State party by indigenous children, children with disabilities and girls.

26. In light of article 2 of the Convention, the Committee recommends that the State party intensify its efforts to prevent and eliminate all forms of de facto discrimination against indigenous children, children with disabilities and girls.

El Salvador: 18/10/93 4th Session

10. In addition, the Committee feels that there is a need to consider seriously questions relating to the legal definition of the child, in particular the minimum age for marriage, employment, military service and testimony before a court. It appears that these provisions do not sufficiently take into consideration the principles of the best interest of the child and non-discrimination. 

12. The Committee is also preoccupied by the widespread discriminatory attitudes towards girls and disabled children, as well as by the existence on a large scale of child abuse and violence within the family. 

Grenada: 23/02/00 23rd Session


18. While the Committee notes that the principle of non-discrimination (article 2) is reflected in the new Constitution as well as in domestic legislation, it is still concerned that insufficient measures have been adopted to ensure that all children are guaranteed access to education, health and other social services. Of particular concern are certain vulnerable groups of children, including Black children; girls; children with disabilities, especially those with learning disabilities; child labourers; children living in rural areas; children working and/or living on the streets; children in the juvenile justice system; and refugee children. The Committee recommends that the State party increase its efforts to ensure implementation of the principle of non-discrimination and full compliance with article 2 of the Convention, particularly as it relates to the vulnerable groups.

Guatemala: 09/07/01 27th Session

26. The Committee is concerned that the principle of non-discrimination (art. 2) is not fully implemented for children belonging to indigenous groups, urban and rural poor children, girls, children with disabilities and displaced children especially with regard to their access to adequate health and educational facilities. 

27. The Committee recommends that the State party take all the necessary measures to end discrimination. In this respect, the State party is encouraged to monitor discrimination against children, in particular those belonging to the above-mentioned vulnerable groups, and to develop, on the basis of the results of such monitoring, comprehensive strategies for implementing specific and well-targeted actions aimed at ending all forms of discrimination.

Guatemala: 07/06/96 12th Session

15. The Committee is concerned about lacunae identified in national legislation. In this connection, the failure to provide for an age for the completion of compulsory education as required by the Constitution of Guatemala as well as by article 2 of ILO Convention No. 138 is a matter of considerable concern to the Committee. Equally, the Committee is deeply concerned that national legislation does not prohibit capital punishment or life imprisonment without the possibility of release, as required by the provisions of article 37 (a) of the Convention. Moreover, the absence in national legislation of a minimum age for criminal responsibility causes deep concern to the Committee. Similarly, the low age of marriage for girls, which is different from the one for boys, is, in the Committee's view, also incompatible with the principles and provisions of the Convention. 

16. In view of the historical disparities affecting indigenous children and children belonging to groups living below the poverty line, as well as girls, the Committee is concerned about the adequacy of measures to ensure the effective implementation of the economic, social and cultural rights of children at the national, regional and local levels, in the light of articles 2, 3 and 4 of the Convention. 

Guyana: 26/02/04 35th Session

22. The Committee is concerned that, as noted by the State party, societal discrimination

persists against girls and vulnerable groups of children, including children living in poverty, Amerindian children and children with disabilities, and that the Constitution does not prohibit discrimination on the grounds of disability.

23. The Committee recommends that the State party increase its efforts to adopt appropriate legislation, to ensure implementation of existing laws guaranteeing the principle of non-discrimination and full compliance with article 2 of the Convention, and to adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy to eliminate discrimination on any grounds and against all vulnerable groups.

24. The Committee requests that specific information be included, in the next periodic report, on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted by the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, taking into account the Committee’s general comment No. 1 (2001) on article 29 (1) of the Convention (aims of education).

Haiti: 18/03/03 32nd Session

25. The Committee, while noting that discrimination is prohibited under the Constitution

(art. 18) and that a Ministry for the Status of Women was established in 1994, remains nonetheless concerned by the persistence of discriminatory legal rules regarding children born out of wedlock. The Committee is further concerned at the de facto discrimination in the State party. In particular, the Committee is concerned at the disparities in the enjoyment of rights experienced by children belonging to the most vulnerable groups, such as girls, restavek, children from poor families, street children, and children with disabilities and children living in rural areas. 

26. In the light of article 2 and other related articles of the Convention, the Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Adopt, as a matter of priority, effective legal measures to stop discrimination against children born out of wedlock;

(b) Ensure through legislation that all children within its jurisdiction enjoy all the rights set out in the Convention without discrimination and prioritize and direct social services to children belonging to the most vulnerable groups through proactive and comprehensive policy measures;

(c) Ensure effective law enforcement, and launch comprehensive public information campaigns to prevent and combat all forms of discrimination, where needed within the framework of international cooperation.

27. The Committee requests that specific information be included in the next periodic report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, taking account of the Committee’s General Comment No. 1 on article 29, paragraph 1, of the Convention (aims of education).

Honduras: 19/01/07 44th Session

31. The Committee, while noting the State party’s efforts aimed at combating all forms of discrimination, including the adoption in 2000 of the Equal Opportunities for Women Act and the ratification of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination in 2002, is nevertheless concerned that discrimination and stigmatization continue to exist towards certain vulnerable groups, such as indigenous children, street children, children living in rural and remote areas and towards certain children because of their appearance (e.g. way of dressing, tattoos, symbols). The Committee is also concerned at the persistence of traditional patriarchal cultural attitudes that discriminate against girls, thus making them more vulnerable to human rights violations.

32. The Committee urges the State party to:

(a) Continue revising its legislation in order to bring it into full compliance with article 2 of the Convention, and to ensure full implementation in practice of all legal provisions prohibiting discrimination;

(b) Combat discrimination by ensuring equal access to education, health-care facilities and poverty alleviation programmes and pay special attention to the situation of girls;

(c) Carry out comprehensive public education campaigns to prevent and combat all forms of discrimination; 

(d) Include in its next periodic report specific information on the measures and programmes it has undertaken that are relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the

Child to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, also taking into account the Committee’s general comment No. 1 (CRC/GC/2001/1) on the aims of education.

Honduras: 24/10/94 7th Session

11. The Committee is concerned that traditional attitudes prevailing in the country may not be conducive to the realization of the general principles of the Convention, including, in particular, article 2 relating to non-discrimination, including on the grounds of gender and ethnic origin, and article 12 relating to the respect for the views of the child. 

Honduras: 24/08/99 21st Session

19. While the Committee acknowledges the State party's efforts to implement the Committee's recommendation (see CRC/C/15/Add.24, para. 24) for the protection of the rights of the most vulnerable groups of children, it is of the opinion that these measures need to be reinforced. In addition, the Committee is particularly concerned about the prevalence of cultural attitudes and traditions which are patriarchal and discriminatory against the girl child. The Committee reiterates its recommendation to the State party and further recommends that it increase measures to reduce economic and social disparities, including between urban and rural areas, to prevent discrimination against the most disadvantaged groups of children, such as the girl child, children with disabilities, children belonging to indigenous and ethnic groups, children living in and/or working on the streets and children living in rural areas. Furthermore, the Committee recommends that the State party strengthen its efforts in order to revise prevailing cultural attitudes and traditional practices which constitute a form of gender-based discrimination, contrary to the principle of non-discrimination enshrined in article 2 of the Convention. The Committee also recommends that the State party undertake educational campaigns to raise awareness of the need to prevent and combat discrimination on the grounds of gender and ethnic origin. Furthermore, the Committee suggests that the State party consider acceding to the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. 

Jamaica: 04/07/03 33rd Session

23. The Committee is concerned that:

(a) The Constitution of Jamaica does not fully reflect the provisions of article 2 of the

Convention and, in particular, does not specifically prohibit discrimination on the grounds of the child’s or his or her parents’ or legal guardian’s language, religion, ethnic or social origin, or property, disability, birth or other status;

(b) With reference, inter alia, to the concerns of the Committee on the Elimination of

Racial Discrimination (CERD/C/60/CO6, 21 May 2002), the State party does not pay enough attention to the problems of racial discrimination within the State party;

(c) Children with disabilities are de facto discriminated against by the absence of specific guarantees for their integration into regular schools and are hindered, inter alia, by limited access to facilities;

(d) Children who are known to be infected with HIV AND AIDS are discriminated against at school by some teachers.

24. The Committee recommends that the State party amend its legislation, including the Constitution, to ensure that it fully corresponds to the provisions of article 2 of the Convention and to ensure the full implementation of non-discrimination provisions, giving special attention to children infected or affected by HIV AND AIDS, children with disabilities, equality between boys and girls and racial discrimination.

25. The Committee further requests that specific information be included in the next periodic report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, and taking account of general comment No. 1 on article 29 (1) of the Convention (aims of education).

Jamaica: 15/02/95 8th Session

7. The Committee is concerned that in the framework of the legislative reform under way, a number of areas remain where national legislation has not yet been brought into full conformity with the provisions of the Convention, including its general principles, as reflected in articles 2, 3, 6 and 12. In this regard, the Committee's concerns relate in particular to the definition of the child, the need to protect children against corporal punishment and harmful information, parental responsibilities, child abuse and neglect -including sexual abuse - health issues, the minimum age of access to employment and the protection of working children, as well as the administration of juvenile justice.

11. The Committee is concerned that traditional attitudes prevailing in the country may not be conducive to the realization of the general principles of the Convention, in particular as regards the persistence of gender stereotypes and the existing role distribution between boys and girls, the abusive sexual practices which might affect very young girls and the discriminatory attitude towards certain categories of particularly vulnerable children such as young single mothers, disabled children, children affected by HIV AND AIDS or Rastafarian children.

Mexico: 23/05/06 42nd Session

23. The Committee is deeply concerned about the significant disparities in the State party in the implementation of the rights enshrined in the Convention, reflected in a range of social indicators like enrolment in and completion of education, infant mortality rates and access to health care, indicating persistent discrimination against indigenous children, girls, children with disabilities, children living in rural and remote areas and children from economically disadvantaged families.

24. In light of article 2 of the Convention, the Committee recommends that the State party intensify its efforts to prevent and eliminate all forms of de facto discrimination against indigenous children, children with disabilities, girls, children living in rural and remote areas and children from economically disadvantaged families, including through awareness-raising campaigns.

Mexico: 07/02/94 5th Session

7. The Committee expresses its concern at the fact that laws and regulations relevant to the enforcement of the rights of the child are not always compatible with the provisions of the Convention. It regrets that there is no provision in the national legislation relating to the best interests of the child or the prohibition of discrimination against children. Mere reference in the report to the Convention as being the "Supreme Law of the Land", pursuant to article 133 of the Constitution, should not preclude the Government from taking the necessary steps to fully harmonize national legislation with the provisions of the Convention, namely in the light of article 4 of the Convention. Similarly, the National Programme of Action adopted in 1990 and its enforcement machinery, based on the targets identified by the World Summit for Children, do not fully take into account the particularities of the Convention. Furthermore, similarly to the National Programme of Action adopted in 1990 and its enforcement machinery based on the targets identified by the World Summit for Children, a monitoring mechanism should be established to follow the implementation of the Convention.

Mexico: 10/11/99 22nd Session

17. The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party about the national public referendum regarding the rights of the child and takes note of the process of constitutional reform generated by this referendum; both initiatives are in line with the Committee’s recommendation (CRC/C/15/Add.13, paras. 15 and 16). In this regard, the Committee encourages the State party to continue these initiatives with the aim of introducing into the Constitution the principles of non-discrimination and the best interests of the child (arts. 2 and 3 of the Convention). 

Nicaragua: 21/09/05 39th Session

27. The Committee is concerned that the country’s adult-centred culture and the high poverty levels, concentrated especially in rural, indigenous and Caribbean areas, prevent the full enjoyment of rights by children belonging to vulnerable groups, such as children with disabilities, indigenous children and children living in rural or remote areas.

28. The Committee recommends that the State party increase its efforts to ensure implementation of existing laws guaranteeing the principle of non-discrimination and full compliance with article 2 of the Convention, and adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy to eliminate discrimination on any grounds and against all vulnerable groups throughout the country.

29. The Committee also requests that specific information be included, in the next periodic report, on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, also taking into account general comment No. 1 (1996) on article 29 (1) of the Convention (aims of education).

Nicaragua: 24/08/99 21st Session

24. With regard to the implementation of article 2 of the Convention, the Committee remains concerned (see CRC/C/15/Add.36, para. 15) about the persistent regional disparities between the Atlantic and Central/Pacific regions, the growing disparities between urban and rural areas as well as the increasing number of people living in urban poor and marginalized areas. Furthermore, the predominance of discrimination on the basis of ethnic origin, gender, social status and disability is also a major concern. The Committee reiterates its recommendation to the State party to reduce economic, social and regional disparities, including between urban and rural areas, to prevent discrimination against the most disadvantaged groups of children, such as the girl child, children with disabilities, children belonging to indigenous and ethnic groups, children living in and/or working on the streets and children living in rural areas. The Committee also recommends that the State party undertake educational campaigns to raise awareness of discrimination on the grounds of gender and ethnic origin with a view to its eliminnation. 

Nicaragua: 20/06/95 9th Session

13. The Committee notes with concern the lack of full conformity of present and proposed national legislation with matters relating to the legal definition of the child. It is the Committee's view that the early and lower marriageable age for girls as compared with boys raise the serious questions as to their compatibility with the principles and provisions of the Convention, in particular those laid down in its articles 2, 3 and 6. 

15. The Committee remains concerned about the apparent persistence of discriminatory attitudes directed towards girls, children born out of wedlock, children from poorer income groups and children belonging to minority and indigenous groups.

Panama: 30/06/04 36th Session

23. The Committee is deeply concerned about the long-existing and grave disparities, inter alia, in the standard of living, access to basic social services like education, health, clean (drinkable) water and sanitation, and between different groups of the population, in particular those living in urban and rural areas. These hamper the enjoyment of rights, in particular by children in rural areas and indigenous children.

24. The Committee reiterates its concern that societal discrimination persists against girls, children belonging to indigenous, minority and other marginalized groups, children with disabilities, children of migrant workers and refugees.

25. The Committee reiterates its recommendation that the State party take measures aimed at developing a culture of human rights and at changing attitudes towards children in general and children belonging to indigenous groups in particular. The Committee also recommends that the State party undertake all necessary proactive measures to combat societal discrimination, in particular against girls, children and adolescents belonging to marginalized groups, indigenous children, children with disabilities, other minorities, refugee children and children of migrant workers, through, inter alia, public education and awareness campaigns.

26. The Committee requests that specific information be included in the next periodic report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance and taking account of general comment No. 1 on the aims of education (2001).

Panama: 24/01/97 14th Session

10. The Committee is concerned that the national legislation establishes a different minimum age for marriage between boys and girls and that it authorizes the marriage of girls as young as 14 years of age. The minimum age for employment, which is under 12 in agriculture and domestic services, is also a matter of concern to the Committee. Further, the Committee is concerned that insufficient measures have been taken to protect children against sexual abuse and exploitation. 

15. Particular concern is expressed by the Committee at the insufficient measures undertaken to ensure the effective implementation of the general principles (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12) of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in practice, especially with regard to the girl child and children belonging to indigenous groups and to poor families. The Committee is deeply concerned about the high incidence of abandoned children and by the fact that approximately 20 per cent of the children born each year are to adolescent mothers. 

17. In the light of article 2 of the Convention, the Committee is concerned about the insufficient measures, including of a legislative nature, taken by the authorities to regulate adoption adequately and to prevent and combat abuses, such as the trafficking of children.

Paraguay: 24/10/94 7th Session

7. The Committee wishes to express its general concern that the State party does not appear to have fully taken into account the provisions of the Convention, including its general principles, as reflected in its articles 2, 3, 6 and 12, in the legislative and other measures relevant to children in Paraguay. In this connection, the Committee notes that the low marriageable age for girls, presently standing at 12, and the fact that this age is lower for girls than boys are incompatible with the provisions of the Convention, including those of its article 2. In addition, the Committee is of the opinion that other legislation in force in Paraguay relating to the definition of the child with regard to the performance of military service and to the non-validity of children's statements in cases of alleged sexual abuse also raises concern as to its compatibility with the spirit and purpose of the Convention, especially in ensuring that the best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration in all actions concerning children. 

8. The Committee is generally concerned that Paraguayan society is not sufficiently sensitive to the needs and situation of the girl child. It also notes the persistence of discrimination against children belonging to minority and indigenous groups contrary to the provisions of article 2 of the Convention. 

Paraguay: 06/11/01 28th Session

27. The Committee is concerned that the principle of non-discrimination is not fully implemented for children belonging to indigenous groups or those groups speaking only Guaraní, urban and rural poor children, girls, street children, children with disabilities, and children living in rural areas, especially with regard to their access to adequate health and educational facilities. It further notes with concern that pregnant girls are often not allowed to continue their education, especially in private schools. 

28. The Committee recommends that the State party: 

(a) Take all the necessary measures to end discrimination; 

(b) Monitor the situation of children, in particular those belonging to the above-mentioned vulnerable groups, who are exposed to discrimination; 

(c) Develop, on the basis of the results of this monitoring, comprehensive strategies containing specific and well-targeted actions aimed at ending all forms of discrimination; and 

(d) Include specific information in the next periodic report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to follow-up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, and taking account of general comment No. 1 on article 29 (1) of the Convention on the aims of education.

Paraguay: 18/06/97 15th Session

14. The Committee wishes to express its concern that the principles and provisions of the Convention, especially its general principles, as reflected in its articles 2 (non-discrimination), 3 (best interests of the child), 6 (right to life, survival and development) and 12 (respect for the views of the child), have not yet been fully taken into account in legislative and other measures relevant to children. 

16. The Committee is concerned that some sectors of Paraguayan society are not yet sufficiently sensitive to the needs and situation of the girl child. It also notes that discrimination against minority and indigenous children persists, contrary to the provisions of article 2 of the Convention. 

37. The Committee further recommends that all appropriate measures be undertaken, including information campaigns, to prevent and combat all prevailing forms of discrimination against girls and minority or indigenous children, especially those living in rural areas, with a view, inter alia, to promoting their access to basic services.

Peru: 12/01/06 41st Session

26. The Committee is concerned that de facto discrimination still exists towards certain vulnerable groups such as children with disabilities, indigenous children, children living in rural and remote areas and those working or living in the streets.

27. The Committee recommends that the State party increase its efforts to ensure implementation of existing laws guaranteeing the principle of non-discrimination and full compliance with article 2 of the Convention, and adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy to eliminate discrimination on any grounds and against all vulnerable groups throughout the country.

28. The Committee also requests that specific information be included, in the next periodic report, on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, also taking into account the Committee’s general comment No. 1 on article 29 (1) of the Convention (aims of education).

Peru: 22/02/00 23rd Session

16. While welcoming the adoption of special programmes, within the National Plan of Action for Children, for the protection of the rights of the most vulnerable children, the Committee is of the opinion that these measures need to be reinforced. Concern is expressed at the existing patterns of gender and racial discrimination; at the marginalization of children belonging to indigenous populations; and at the precarious situation of children from the rural highlands and the Amazonia region, especially regarding their limited access to education and health services. In light of its recommendation (ibid., para. 154), the Committee further recommends that the State party increase measures to reduce economic and social disparities, including between urban and rural areas, to prevent discrimination against the most disadvantaged groups of children, such as girls, children with disabilities, children belonging to indigenous and ethnic groups, children living in and/or working on the streets and children living in rural areas, and to guarantee their full enjoyment of all the rights recognized in the Convention. 

Peru: 18/10/93 4th Session

N/A

Saint Lucia: 21/09/05 39th Session

27. The Committee remains concerned that the right to non-discrimination as defined in article 2 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child has not been fully incorporated into the State party’s legislation and practice.

28. The Committee urges the State party to raise its efforts to ensure that existing laws fully comply with article 2 of the Convention and to abolish as a matter of priority all discriminatory provisions regarding children born out of wedlock.

29. The Committee requests that specific information be included, in the next periodic report, on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Durban Declaration and

Programme on Action adopted at the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, taking into account general comment No. 1 (2001) on the aims of education.

St Kitts and Nevis: 24/08/99 21st Session

17. The Committee wishes to express its concern that the State party does not appear to have fully taken into account the provisions of the Convention, especially its general principles, as reflected in its articles 2 (non-discrimination), 3 (best interests of the child), 6 (right to life, survival and development) and 12 (respect for the views of the child), in its legislation, its administrative and judicial decisions, as well as in its policies and programmes relevant to children. It is the Committee's view that further efforts must be undertaken to ensure that the principles of the Convention, in particular the general principles, not only guide policy discussion and decision-making, but are also appropriately integrated in all legal revisions as well as in judicial and administrative decisions and in projects, programmes and services which have an impact on children.

St. Vincent: 13/06/02 30th Session

19. The Committee is concerned that:

(a) The Constitution of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines does not fully reflect the provisions of article 2 of the Convention and, in particular, does not specifically prohibit discrimination on the grounds of language, national, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status;

(b) With reference, inter alia, to the findings of the Committee on the Elimination of

Racial Discrimination, there are occurrences of racial discrimination affecting children, including the children of some minorities, such as the Amerindians and Asians, who form a disproportionate proportion of the population with lower-income levels;

(c) Children with disabilities are de facto discriminated against by the absence of specific legislation to cater for their special needs and to provide them with appropriate facilities, and by the absence of effective policies and programmes to facilitate their integration into regular schools;

(d) Children who are known to be infected with HIV AND AIDS are discriminated against at school by some teachers.

20. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Amend its legislation, including the Constitution, to ensure that it fully corresponds with the provisions of article 2 of the Convention and to ensure the full implementation of non-discrimination provisions, giving special attention to children infected or affected by HIV AND AIDS, to children with disabilities and to racial discrimination;

(b) Adopt legislation providing for the protection of the rights of children with disabilities, including with regard to the provision of special services and facilities for children in need of such support.

21. The Committee requests that specific information be included in the next periodic report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, and taking account of General Comment No. 1 on article 29.1 of the Convention (aims of education).

Suriname: 18/06/07 44th Session

26. The Committee is concerned at the fact that discrimination against certain groups of children still exists in practice, particularly with regard to girls in general, children with disabilities, children living in poverty, children infected with HIV and/or affected by HIV AND AIDS, and children belonging to ethnic minorities or indigenous peoples, recognizing the particular vulnerability of girls in these categories.

27. The Committee urges the State party to take adequate measures, including expediting the establishment of the Equal Opportunity Commission, to ensure the practical application of the constitutional and legal provisions guaranteeing the principle of non-discrimination and full compliance with article 2 of the Convention, and to adopt a comprehensive strategy to eliminate discrimination  on any grounds and against all vulnerable groups.

28. The Committee requests that specific information be included in the next periodic report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, taking into account General Comment No. 1 (CRC/GC/2001/1) on the aims of education.

Suriname: 28/06/00 24th Session

25. The Committee notes with concern that the principle of non-discrimination is not adequately respected with regard to certain vulnerable groups of children, including children living in the interior, especially girls; children living in institutions; children with disabilities; children of single-parent families; children living in poor urban communities, especially boys; children in conflict with the law; children living and/or working on the streets; child victims of abuse; and children belonging to indigenous and minority groups. The Committee is particularly concerned about their limited access to adequate health, education and other social services. 

26. The Committee recommends that the State party increase its efforts to ensure the implementation of laws, policies and programmes guaranteeing the principle of non-discrimination and full compliance with article 2 of the Convention, particularly as it relates to the vulnerable groups. 

Trinidad and Tobago: 10/10/97 16th Session

14. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not yet taken fully into account in its legislation and policies the general principles of the Convention, in particular the principles of non-discrimination (art. 2), best interests of the child (art. 3), and respect for the views of the child (art. 12). 

Uruguay: 05/07/07 45th Session

27. The Committee, while recognising anti-discrimination provisions in the Code on Childhood and Adolescence of 2004, remains concerned that children born out of wedlock continue to be stigmatized and discriminated against, as unmarried under age parents may not have custody over their children, and that these children are not assigned the names of their biological parents. Furthermore, the Committee is concerned that children are discriminated against because of their appearance (including their way of dressing) and that Afro-descendant children also suffer discrimination.

28. The Committee recommends that the State party increase its efforts to monitor and ensure implementation of existing laws guaranteeing the principle of non-discrimination and full compliance with article 2 of the Convention, and adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy to eliminate discrimination on gender, ethnic, appearance or any grounds and against all vulnerable groups throughout the country. Particular attention should be given to eliminating discrimination against Afro-descendants as well as children born out of wedlock, by taking measures to ensure that decisions on their custody takes into account their best interests and that they carry the names of their biological parents.

29. The Committee also requests that specific information be included in the next periodic report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to provide special protection to vulnerable groups and to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, also taking into account general comment No. 1 (2001) on the aims of education and general comment No. 5 (2003) on general measures of implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

Uruguay: 30/10/96 13th Session

10. The Committee is concerned at the insufficient measures taken to reflect in legislation and practice the general principles of the Convention, namely non-discrimination, the best interests of the child and respect for his/her views. 

11. In this regard, the Committee is particularly concerned at the persisting discrimination against children born out of wedlock, including in regard to the enjoyment of their civil rights. It notes that the procedure for the determination of their name paves the way for their stigmatization and the impossibility of having access to their origins, and that when born to a mother or father who is a minor, these children cannot be recognized by that parent. 

17. The Committee recommends that, in the context of the legal reform being undertaken by Uruguay in the field of children's rights, national legislation be made fully compatible with the provisions and principles of the Convention, including non-discrimination, the best interests of the child, the child's participation and respect for his/her views. Such reform should in particular address the concerns raised by the Committee during its discussion with the State party, particularly in the areas where the national legislation is not in conformity with the Convention. 

26. In the light of article 42 of the Convention, the Committee recommends that training programmes on the rights of the child be conducted for professionals working for or with children, including teachers, health workers, social workers, lawyers, police officers, chiefs of police, staff in institutions where children are detained and officials of the central and local administrations. Measures should also be adopted to incorporate children's rights in school curricula at all levels. The Committee believes that information campaigns on children's rights will contribute to ensuring visibility to children within Uruguayan society and to changing negative attitudes towards children. Such campaigns should aim at eradicating discriminatory attitudes towards children, especially those belonging to vulnerable and marginalized groups, and enhancing respect for their fundamental rights. In this regard, the Committee underlines the importance of the general principles of the Convention, namely the best interests of the child, the child's participation and respect of his or her views, respect of the principle of non-discrimination and the right to life, survival and development to the maximum extent, which should guide and inspire all training and information programmes in this area. 

Venezuela: 28/09/07 47th Session

31. The Committee notes that the State party has made significant improvements in the area of non-discrimination but notes that the State party report does not provide sufficient information related to plans, programs and projects aimed at preventing and reducing discrimination due to ethnicity, sex, disabilities, political affiliation, religion, social or economic status of parents.

32. The Committee requests that specific information be included, in the next periodic report, on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention of the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to provide special protection to excluded categories of the population and to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, also taking into account General Comment n° 1 on article 29(1) of the Convention (aims of education).

Venezuela: 02/11/99 22nd Session

18. While the Committee is aware of the measures taken by the State party to improve the situation of the most vulnerable groups of children, it is still concerned at the existence of discrimination on the basis of ethnic origin and gender. Additionally, the Committee expresses its concern at the growing number of population living in poor urban and marginalized areas. The Committee recommends the State Party to continue taking effective measures to reduce economic and social disparities. Measures to prevent discrimination against the most disadvantaged groups of children, including girls, children belonging to indigenous and other ethnic groups, children with disabilities, children born out of wedlock and children living and/or working in the streets, should be reinforced. 



