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Suggestions for disability-relevant questions to be included in the list of issues for Pre-sessional Working Group, CRC 60th Session
The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the list of issues, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State reports submitted to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

LIBERIA
Liberia has signed but not yet ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.
State report 

Selected references to children with disabilities in the state report:
Children with Disabilities
206. In its Concluding Observations, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child made a set of recommendations on the realisation of the rights of children with disabilities in Liberia. The Government had to ensure that policies and programmes for children with disabilities were to be developed based on “adequate and comprehensive data.” The country was to review the situation of children with disabilities regarding their “access to suitable health care, rehabilitation programmes, education services, and employment opportunities.” The country had to carry out studies to assess the causes of disability in order to come up with right strategies. Liberia was to have regard to the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96, annex) and of the Committee’s recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/69.

207. The Government was to allocate adequate resources to “strengthen services for children with disabilities” provide support to their families, and train relevant professionals. On education, Liberia was to strengthen inclusive education policies and programmes, train teachers, and make schools accessible. In addition, the country was to sensitise the public on the rights of children with disabilities. To do all these, the Government was to seek assistance from UNICEF, WHO, and other partners.

208. The country established a National Commission on Disabilities. It has a separate budgetary allocation, which in 2008/2009 constituted 0.42% of the social and community services sector. The Commission has not been able to undertake studies and a situation analysis on children with disabilities, due to budgetary constraints. Data, as in the rest of Liberia, remains a huge limitation to develop programmes and policies based on accurate data. The Commission was however, with assistance of UNMIL, working to develop a policy in 2009.

209. In addition, the Children’s Law will respond to some of the UN Committee’s recommendations. The Law, when passed, will enshrine rights for children with disabilities. Firstly, the child with disabilities has to “enjoy a full and decent life, in conditions that ensure dignity, promote self-reliance, and facilitate the child's active participation in the community.” Secondly, such a child has to enjoy a right to “special care that is conducive to the child’s achieving the fullest possible integration and individual development.” Thirdly, the child with disabilities will have to have “access and benefit from an inclusive education system offering education that is responsive and supportive to the child’s learning needs and talents in a participative and non-discrimination manner.” County local government authorities, supported by Central Government, will be required to provide “ to children with disabilities and those responsible for their care, free appropriate assistance to ensure that such children have effective access to and receive education, training, health care services, rehabilitation services, preparation for employment and recreation opportunities in an environment that is physically and socially friendly.”
210. The hope is that these provisions will help strengthen the work of the Commission on Disabilities.

Children with Disabilities (Article 23)
239. Until the Children’s Law is passed, there are insufficient legal provisions to safeguard the rights of such children. The Education Law excludes such children from compulsory education if it is impracticable to have them in schools. The Children’s Law will amend this provision, require the implementation of a policy of inclusive education, and enshrine the human rights of such children, in line with the CRC. The Children’s Law will further include parents of children with disabilities among parents who must receive special assistance from the State.
240. To respond to the erosion of family and social networks occasioned by the long years of war, the Government worked on the formulation of a National Social Welfare Policy and Plan. This plan, when implemented, will focus, among other areas, on disabilities. The PRS has mainstreamed sensitivity to disability, pledging that the Government will implement this strategic framework in a “manner sensitive to the needs of women, children, and persons with disabilities, and to the challenges of environmental degradation and HIV and AIDS.”
241. Two Government bodies responsible for the well-being of children with disabilities are the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare and the Commission on Disabilities.

243. Thus of the total of 6984 boys and girls at the three levels of education, 42.1% were girls. Hearing impairments constituted the commonest disability among boys and girls, at 36.9%.

244. There is no policy on inclusive education as such. However, the Children’s Law will require the Ministry of Education to develop and implement a policy for the better implementation of inclusive education for the benefit of children with disabilities.

287. The corresponding obligation of the parent or caregiver does not apply to children “whose physical or mental condition renders his attendance impracticable” or in respect of a child who has completed “the school course.” Children with disabilities, according to this provision do not have a right to compulsory education. Although the law threatens a fine of US$10 for wilful neglect to send a child to school, it is impracticable as many parents are economically poor. The UN in Liberia estimated in 2006 that 76.2% of the population lived below US$1 per day. Over half of the population, 51.2% was estimated to live in extreme poverty, US$0.5 per day. Latest Government figures show that 64% of the population lived below the national poverty line. The percentage of those living in extreme poverty is still large by the national estimates, at 48%.

288. The Government’s attempt to improve the quality of education has also involved training of teachers, as the system is still relying on many untrained teachers. Table 16 presents the numbers of untrained and trained teachers at pre-primary, primary, and secondary levels.

289. Over seven in every ten, 72.2%, of teachers in pre-primary school remain untrained. At primary school level, 59.2% of teachers are untrained. The situation is less severe in secondary schools where 42.2% and 44.5% are untrained respectively at junior and senior secondary schools.

Suggestions for list of issues

· Has the Children’s Law been passed and is it now in effect? If not, when is it expected to come into force?
· Please provide information on the number of cases lodged alleging disability-based discrimination and hate violence against children with disabilities in the last years and their outcomes, including sanctions which were ordered against both public and private bodies or individuals in these cases.
· Is public information and programmes targeted at children made available in accessible formats for children with disabilities?
· How is information about seeking help and making complaints against perpetrators made available to children with disabilities regarding violence, exploitation, or harmful practices?
· What measures are being taken to ensure the effective collection of data and statistics, which is respectful of persons’ privacy, regarding children with disabilities disaggregated by sex, age, region of residency and type of disability?

· What steps are being taken to allocate sufficient human and financial resources to the National Commission on Disabilities to permit it to fulfil its mandate, including the effective collection of data and statistics, undertaking of studies and analyses on children with disabilities ?
· What steps are being taken to develop an inclusive education policy including a definition of inclusive education incorporated into the law? What measures are being taken to ensure that mainstream schools are accessible to children with disabilities (e.g. physical environment, teacher training, curricula development, etc)?
· What steps are being taken to ensure core teacher training on accommodating students with disabilities in mainstream classes for all teachers (and not only special education teachers)?
· How are children with disabilities educated about sexual and reproductive health and how can they have access to services and assistance with respect to their right to sexual and reproductive health in accordance with their age and maturity?
· What steps are being taken to ratify the CRPD and its Optional Protocol ?
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