ADVOCACY ON HUMAN DEVELOPMENT REPORTS UPDATE.

Advocacy on human development and our corabollation and cooperating partners implemented the following programmes:

1. campaign against child labour,

2. children with disability

3. Direct support OVC who affected/infected with HIV/AIDS.

4. Children rights in line with Gender and HIV/AIDS

1. CAMPAIGN against child labour

The programme involved the following activities:- 

1.1 Workshops for 
Policy maker’s workshop: participates were identified among councilors, Member of Parliament and senior officials from the council and government departments in the district.  They were sensitizatised on the worst forms of child labour. The media was engaged at this workshop which was shown on National TV Station. And also children from the anti child labour clubs presented a petition paper to the policy makers at the workshop. 

The petition paper that the children presented included the following demands:-

· No children under the age of 18 years should  be allowed  enter bars/pubs to drink or buy beer on behalf of adults

· Children under 18 years of age should not be vending either on the street or markets

· No children under the age of 18 years should be employed in jobs that are beyond their capacity

· To domesticate ILO conventions 182 and 138

· Let the policy makers take a leading role in increasing awareness and support towards the rights of the child as enshrined in the United Nations Convention on the rights of the child

The practice was an innovative and creative idea by children as it reached out not only the local civic leaders but to the entire nation.

Teacher’s workshop: participates were identified from 30 different schools. During the sensitization and capacity building workshop critical issues of child labour were discussed at length as teachers  are also close to  the children/pupils  and they  hear reports of child abuse from there pupils. At the workshop for Teachers issues and types of child labour common in their particular areas where discussed and identified such as: 

Types of child labour

· Gardening, 

· Farming 

·  Early marriage

· Child prostitution,

·  Carrying heavy loads (water 20 litters),

·  Bobosa (stone crushing for copper)

· Wild fruit collection for selling along the sides,

· Mushroom and honey collection

·  Baby sitting, 

· Child caring at markets places

·  Taking grains to hammer mills,

·  Roasting and selling Groundnuts, Maize and cassava.

·  Charcoal burning,

· selling clays pots and  reed mats,

· Avocado collection and selling

·  Kachasu brewing (local beer).

At end of the workshop the Action plan was prepared by participates themselves to be used as a guiding tool in the fight against child labour.
· The Business Community workshop: the participates were identified from the business houses, companies and workers unions During the sensitization and capacity building  workshop for the business community, a lot of things were discussed as follows; 

· The causes discussed were: 
· Bad governance,

·  Loss of employment by parents,
·  low wages, 
· High levels of school drop-outs/unemployment,
·  Negative cultural practice.
·  children forced into household chores at the expense of school,
·  child delinquency due to negative  attitude towards society 
· School drop outs at tender age
Types of child labour discussed and identified -:

· water carrying to supply kachasu (local beer) brewers, 

· Industrial cheap labour-casual work for under age children. 
· Children subjected to manual work in order to gain funds, -.
· Child prostitution. 
The business community agreed the following to be part and parcel in the fight against child labour.

· The business community  to conduct sensitization among themselves and not to engage in child labour,

·  Involvement of employees in companies to come up with programs to fight child labour,
·  Help in distribution of Information, Education and Communication material (IEC),
·  Identify other organizations that can help sponsor families in income generating activities (IGA)-
·  Help the employees by training them in different business ventures before retrenchments/retirement so that they should be able to put monies in good use after leaving employment than training them after they have squandered the money
· Take a lead in making sure that perpetuators of child labour are taken to task.

 RECOMMENDATIONS

 All participates from three different workshops come up with similar   recommendations and these are: 

· Government to channel more funds in the programmes which protect the children and develop their welfare. 

· Government to domesticate all international conventions that protect the welfare of children

· To allow the children to be involved in planning, implementing and monitoring in programmes that their lives.

· Education system should integrate skills training at basic education level to ensure that drops out have a skill to use while out of school, 
· Current laws on child labour should be amended so that punishment is stiffened, 
· Introduce skills training for the school drop out and out of school children
1.2 SENSITISATION

The programme we involved the drama group/peer educators who

· The drama group/peer educators Performed role plays using local language to educate the workshop participants on the worst forms of child labour. Poems, dancing and singing of songs were one of the sensitizing tools used by the group.
The drama group influenced the workshops participants to participate fully in their workshop. many sketches/plays were done and it basically explained  the problems of child labour and  also   an eye open to the participants on the meaning of child labour, its effects to the  society in terms of social and economic aspect

The drama group was also involved in community mobilization and sensitization in all seven catchments areas.  
· The poems, songs, role-plays used by Drama group have made the work easy. The information dissemination done by the group has made the community to be aware of the different types of child labour and get involved in the fight. The performance by the drama group and the response from the community has contributed to the awareness on the worst forms of child labour, its causes, effects and the intervention which child labour committees has come up with in partnership with the organization
PRODUCTION OF IEC MATERIALS
· In the sensitization programmes the organization also produced the IEC materials to used in the campaigns and sensitization.
· The IEC materials produced were
· banners 

· posters
· T-Shirts
· Brochures
· Photos
DOCUMENTARIES ARE AS FOLLOWS WHICH WERE SHOWN ON A NATIONAL TV
· child labour and poverty ( CD/DVDs are available for interested partners)

· Workshops (CD/ VCR are available for interested partners and general public.)

· children petition the policy makers( CD/VCR and  Petition paper available interested partners and general public) 

1.3 COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION

FORMATION OF CHILD LABOUR COMMITTEES

Child labour communities were formed in 7 catchment areas these communities are:

· mukambo

· kankoyo

· mupambe

· kawama east

· chibolya

· kawama west

· murundu

These communities committees had their capacity build in the issues of children especially on child abuse. Because these capacity building

 * Communities   are now aware of the issues of child labour and more Knowledgeable

There high levels of participation in the child labour committees, a lot of cases are being reported to the organization, ministry of labour and police Victim support unit. 

The organization is soliciting the cooperate partners to assist in setting up Income generating activities (IGAs) for the communities committees to enable to sustain there activities.  Lacks of   Resources are hindering some of the work of the committees. 
FORMATION OF CHILDREN RIGHTS CLUBS IN SCHOOLS

The organization in coraboration with ministry of education formed 7 children’s rights clubs in 7 basic schools namely:

· Eastlea

· Makole
· Mupambe
· Chibolya
· Mutamba
· Kawama west
· Mukambo
These clubs carry out sensitization on the issues of child defilements, child abuse and child labour to there peers.  Many children have joined the clubs as members a result of sensitization and the interest they have in participating in issues that affect them.

The organization is looking for institutions to partner with in the programme of children participation so that they children can leading role in planning, implementing and monitoring the programmes of children’s rights. 

2. CHILDREN WITH DISABILITY PROGRAMME

The organization is also involved in assisting children with disabilities so far is assisting 27 children with different disabilities such as cerebra palsy ,hydrocephalus, eleplysis, osteogesis imperfecta, mental retarded, amputee cases and chronic fire burns. 

We assist the children with rehabilitation and education/skill training. There a lot of demands in terms of increase in number of children with disabilities and there needs.


3. DIRECT SUPPORT OVCs WHO ARE INFECTED AND AFFECTED WITH HIV/AIDS


The organization are involved in OVC and HIV/AIDS Programmes which include assisting children who are infected or affected, we support orphans and vulnerable children in terms of school requisites and other basis needs which to improve their livelihood. The organization did the programme of supporting orphans and vulnerable children that was funded by save Africa’s children (pan Africa children’s fund)


ACTIVITIES

60 Orphans and vulnerable children infected or affected by HIV/AIDS were registered. The caregivers from community committees did the psycho-social counseling and encouragement to children which have helped them to work hard at school. The organization provided the school requisites such as books, uniform and shoes. The children rights clubs that already exist were strengthened, the elimination of forms of child abuse after the right based programmes of are initiated in our communities and knowledge on children rights has increased. The stakeholder consultative meetings were held for the purpose of referral, networking and implementation of children rights, and the community participation helped to identify the OVC who are infected and need support.


ACHIEVEMENTS

· 60 Orphans and vulnerable children were registered and supported are now attending school. 

· Children’s rights clubs are strengthened and new members for the clubs joined.

· Stakeholder and the community are participating in promoting the children’s rights.

· The community and stakeholders are up in arms to find the lasting solution to the increasing number of orphans especially which is as a result of HIV/AIDS.

CHALLENGES

The programmes are demanding due to increasing number of orphans and vulnerable children we are looking after. Out of 500 children only 60 children are supported due to the limited resources/funds. 

4. CHILDREN rights in line with Gender and HIV/AIDS

The organization realizes that the role mothers play in bring up children, we carried out the programme talk about children in line with gender. 

In this programme we did the following activities:

-
 Community sensitization outlines the effect of gender violence and HIV/AIDS on children.  

-
Community leader capacity building on gender roles and responsibilities.

