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Suggestions for disability-relevant questions to be included in the list of issues for Pre-sessional Working Group, CRC 58th Session

The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the list of issues, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State reports submitted to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

MYANMAR
State report
Myanmar has not signed or ratified the CRPD or its Optional protocol.

Selected references to children with disabilities in the state report: 
6.
The Government is implementing the seven-step Road Map based on national objectives in order to build an enduring State that is consistent with Myanmar’s prevailing history, traditions, customs and cultures. The State is implementing the nation development tasks with momentum in accordance with 12 political, economic and social objectives. The Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement undertakes the activities of social welfare and development according to social objectives. In doing so, disabled persons and older people are being taken care of through preventive, protective and rehabilitative measures by using social methods to reintegrate into the society.
37.
Disabled children have been given education under the inclusive education programme. Twenty one thousand five hundred and twenty disabled children are studying under the programme. The children who cannot attend formal schools for various reasons can learn through the non-formal education programme.

Children with disabilities (CRC art. 23)

Relevancy with the law

195.
Facts relating to the provision of the law were mentioned in the first national report.

196.
The Department of Social Welfare provides special school-based and community-based rehabilitation services for the physically disabled, visually impaired, hearing impaired and intellectually disabled children and is trying to raise awareness among the general public on disability issues in community-based rehabilitation.

197.
Regarding the special school-based service, there are 5 Government schools and 10 NGO schools providing educational and rehabilitation services.

198.
For educational rehabilitation of disabled children, such as blind, deaf and intellectually disabled children, primary level education is given in their schools and secondary level education is given under the Education for All system in basic education schools.

199.
For vocational rehabilitation, pre-vocational training such as handicraft, baking are provided. Massaging, cane weaving, and wool knitting skills and computer training are provided for visually impaired persons. For hearing impaired and physically disabled persons, tailoring, embroidery, computer and silk screen printing training are provided.

200.
At the schools for all deaf run by Government and NGOs, sign language training is given to the teachers from the Basic Education Department every year. Sign Language Dictionary volumes I and II have been published with the approval of the Myanmar Education Committee.

201.
Regarding Community-Based Rehabilitation (CBR), vocational training for the hearing impaired persons is provided. The CBR programmes for physically disabled persons include home-based rehabilitation, such as physiotherapy exercises, formal education, and non-formal education. Moreover, income generating for the family, providing nutrition, medical treatment and necessary facilities are also being carried out.

202.
For PWDs’ participation in sports competitions, the Myanmar Sports Federation for Disabled Persons has been established and is conducting annual local sports competitions for the disabled. The International Day of Disabled Persons which falls on 3 December has been celebrated yearly as a national level ceremony and outstanding PWDs are honoured.

203.
The Department of Social Welfare is providing rehabilitation services for disabled children in cooperation with NGOs schools for disabled. With the collaboration of INGOs, such as Japan International Cooperation Agencies (JICA), Asia-Pacific Centre of Disability (APCD), Enfants du Monde-Droits de L’Homme (EMDH), New Humanity FOCSIV (Myanmar), the Department has provided rehabilitation services for disabled children. In collaboration with JICA, a three-year project will be implemented to enhance the capacity of the deaf community and awareness-raising among the general public. With the collaboration of the Department of Social Welfare and JICA, the three-year projects which are to promote social participation of the deaf community and to implement the Standardized Sign Language. This project is a great support for the deaf community, families, sign language interpreters, school for the deaf and deaf associations.

233.
Inclusive education: To enable every citizen to complete basic education, the inclusive education programme was initiated in basic education schools for those with intellectual disabilities, physical handicaps, visual impairment and hearing impairment those having difficulty school, those who are members of socially excluded families, and those children who dropped out before completing primary education in accordance with this programme, learning centres under the non-formal education have been opened for them. During 2006/07, by the Inclusive Education programme, 11,080 children were enrolled in formal schools, 873 children were enrolled in the special schools for the blind and deaf, 9,567 children were attending non-formal learning circles, totalling 21,520. Among these children, 40.7 per cent of girls have access to inclusive education.

316.
The Department of Social Welfare is also focusing on rehabilitation for persons with disabilities. For the rehabilitation, specialized training schools have been established for the physically handicapped, visually handicapped, hearing handicapped and mentally retarded – two schools for the blind, a school for the deaf, a vocational training school for the disabled adults and a school for disabled children.
Suggestions for list of issues

· What steps are being taken to promote the positive image of children and adults with disabilities amongst government personnel, the public and families?  What campaigns are being designed and led together with organizations of persons with disabilities to raise awareness about persons with disabilities as equal citizens and contributors to society? 
· What steps is the Government taking towards providing inclusive education to children with disabilities? Is a definition of inclusive education incorporated into the law? What measures are being taken to ensure that mainstream schools are accessible to children with disabilities (e.g. physical environment, teacher training, curricula development, materials available in Braille, sign language interpreters, etc)?
· What steps are being taken to incorporate inclusive education into all core teacher training curricula and in service training to infuse the values and principles of inclusive education at the start of a teacher’s careers and continuously, in order to create a culture of inclusive learning in a school?  
· What types of non formal education are available to children with disabilities who are deemed unable to attend formal schooling?
· How is the Government promoting the inclusion of girls with disabilities in education?
· How are vocational training programmes being diversified to facilitate the integration of pupils with disabilities into a career of their choice? (see para 199 of the State report)
· Are there laws that authorise institutionalisation of children or placement in locked facilities, for reasons based on mental health or other disability of the child, against the will of the child or against the will of his/her parents?  
· With respect to decisions concerning the child him/herself, how does the Government ensure that children with disabilities have the opportunity to express their views and for their views to be given due weight in accordance with the child’s age and maturity, on an equal basis with other children, and are provided with age- and disability-appropriate support to exercise these rights?
· How is information about seeking help and making complaints against perpetrators made available to children with disabilities regarding violence, exploitation or abuse? 
· Is public information and programmes targeted at children made available in accessible formats for children with disabilities? 
· How are children with disabilities educated about sexual and reproductive health and how can they have access to services and assistance with respect to their right to sexual and reproductive health in accordance with their age and maturity?
· What steps are being taken to accede to the CRPD and its Optional Protocol?
· How are international cooperation and international development programmes within Myanmar inclusive of persons with disabilities?  Does the government engage in consultation with children and adults with disabilities to ensure that all international cooperation programmes are fully inclusive and accessible in accordance with Articles 4(3) and 32 of the CRPD?
Article 32 - International cooperation

1. States Parties recognize the importance of international cooperation and its promotion, in support of national efforts for the realization of the purpose and objectives of the present Convention, and will undertake appropriate and effective measures in this regard, between and among States and, as appropriate, in partnership with relevant international and regional organizations and civil society, in particular organizations of persons with disabilities. Such measures could include, inter alia:

(a) Ensuring that international cooperation, including international development programmes, is inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities;

(b) Facilitating and supporting capacity-building, including through the exchange and sharing of information, experiences, training programmes and best practices;

(c) Facilitating cooperation in research and access to scientific and technical knowledge;

(d) Providing, as appropriate, technical and economic assistance, including by facilitating access to and sharing of accessible and assistive technologies, and through the transfer of technologies.
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