African Network for the Prevention and Protection Against Child Abuse and Neglect (ANPPCAN) Nigeria Chapter
SHADOWY REPORT ON NIGERIA IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AUCRWC IN NIGERIA

Over the years, the Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria has shown increased care and commitment to the protection and promotion of the rights of the child. This is clearly made obvious by the remarkable successes recorded in the Nigeria’s third and fourth country period report on the rights of a child and the various improvements also recorded in the initial and 1st reports obvious in the areas of CRC/AUCRWC domestication and the fight against trafficking in persons (women and children)
The African Network for the Prevention and Protection Against Child Abuse and Neglect, after the consultations  were key players in child focused Advocacy groups and our various state representatives in Nigeria has identified the following areas of concern that needs to be urgently addressed.

CHILD RIGHTS ACT

More states in Nigeria have joined the league of states that have domesticated the child’s rights act in Nigeria bringing the total number of states to 26 out of the 36 in Nigeria. The problem however is that the states, who have domesticated tend to pay lip service to the implementation of the Act. This is obvious in the insignificant difference on the lives of the children in the various states before and after the passage as against the highly anticipated gains that motivated to a great extent the passage of these bills into law.

In many states, the members of the state child Rights implementation committee lack the mobilization and capacity to effectively advocate and facilitate the contents of this law.  While the advocacy for the passage of the Child Rights Law in the various states that are yet to pass the law is on going, the Nigeria government should also bay emphasis on the need to accelerate implementation of this law not just at the national and state levels but at the local government level which forms the grassroot of our government system in Nigeria.

MINISTRY OF WOMEN AFFAIRS AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

This is the ministry charged with the affairs of the promotion and protection of the rights of the child, through the child development department of this ministry. It is however worthy of note that this ministry which started as a National Commission for Women in 1990 and upgraded to a Ministry in 1991 got an additional mandate to cater for over 72 million Nigerian children through the child development department in 1993.

It is pertinent to mention at this point that the Ministry seems to be over saddled with responsibilities especially that of women who are the primary beneficiaries of the direct budgetary allocation of this ministry. Children and social development are attachments. It has become very necessary now to encourage the Nigerian government to show a remarkable increase in its care and dedication to the protection of their children and promotion of their rights by upgrading the child development department to a ministry or at least a National Commission for Children as was the case when Women’s rights began to attract government and public interest in the late eighties and early nineties as is the case with child rights currently.
With this Ministry there would be sure an increase in capacity and budgeting allocation specific for children oriented programs and protection and promotion of their rights.

It is highly projected and anticipated that there would be an exponential increase in quality of child care if this ministry or commission is created. Also the National Childs Rights Implementation Committee, meant to implement the CRC in Nigeria needs to be properly empowered to discharge its responsibility beyond meetings to prepare initial and period reports on the rights of the child implementation. This must also mutatis mutandi obtain in the states and Local Government Areas.
EDUCATION

There is no doubt that the Nigerian government has shown remarkable dedication to the education of her children especially with the Universal Basic Education with the objective of providing   free education up to junior secondary school level. However, it is worth mentioning that in some places where the free education is said to be free, there is still other underlying costs attached. Moreover, the quality of education provided in such public schools where education is free is also substandard. This could be attributed mainly to lack of infrastructure and quality teachers in such schools. This trend is prevalent at the rural communities and as such calls for increased grassroot mobilization and facilitation.

CHILD JUSTICE

More states have established the family courts including Enugu State where the child rights bill is yet to be passed into law. But the question is how many of such cases involving children have been prosecuted by the family courts? Why do we still have children remanded in police and prison custody alongside adult criminals? An attempt at answering these questions will point a finger at the implementation deficit of the child rights law owing to lack of capacity of not just the legal personnel for this task but also the lack of empowerment of the various members of the child rights implementation committee, who should be the watch dog of the rights of the child as well as key facilitators for its implementation. Infrastructure to carry the law must be set up while the manpower to implement the law must be trained e.g social workers, child psychologists, family court judges etc. this is important to deal with emerging issues of great important and threatening rapid spread such as child with, prostitution, child marriage etc.
INFORMATION AND DATABASE FOR CHILD RIGHTS MONIROTING AND EVALUATION.

There is an apparent lack of comprehensive and up to date statistical data and national collection system for disaggregated data analysis, formulation and evaluation of progress made, challenges encountered as well as impact assessment of policies/programmes with respect to children especially the vulnerable ones. There is also lack of information on best practices. Synergy at the statistical level for children and women related matters must be operative as a matter of urgency and utmost priority.

There is a remarkable weakness in addressing, national, institutional and state emergency situation affecting children eg. The Bakassi case where there is no programme for child victims. So also with the displacement of militants in Niger Delta.
Budgetary allocation and actual execution of what was budgeted for. The collation of the money budgeted for children’s issues may be misleading because the question is how much of the budgeted and allocated actually was monitored to have been actually spent, on the allocation sector.
Children’s parliament is still tokenistic as although the rules for effective selection has been laudably put down, but those who emerge are still the children of the elites and the children’s parliamentarians are gradually mimicking the adult parliamentarians in their corrupt political display. There is a need to completely reorganize the Children’s Parliament to emerge from all segments such as schools and out of school location for children e.g market places, streets. Apprenticeship concentrations etc. having been truly elected and each child parliamentarian representing a constituency, which it can get back to.
