From: Child’s Rights Monitoring Coalition, Belgrade Serbia 

To: Ms. Yanghee Lee

Chairperson of the Committee of the Rights of the Child

CC: Ms. Maja Andrijasevic-Boko

Secretary, Committee on the Rights of the Child

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights








4 December 2009

Re: Submission of the NGO on the implementation of the OPAC in Serbia

Dear Ms. Yanghee Lee,

In the recent past, since 2000, Serbia underwent highly turbulent political changes that resulted in a succession of early elections and complex governing coalitions often formed by political parties with little or no mutual correlation in their programmes. This was conditioned by several, equally prominent ideas concerning the general social values that Serbia should incline to. A simplified outline indicates polarization between two ideas – the idea of gravitating towards European Union and adopting the basic principles that EU has been based on, and the idea that Serbia should remain traditional and patriarchal society with no close relations with Europe and the rest of the world. However, when certain, more specific questions are concerned, the distinction between the two concepts proves to be blurred, resulting in a highly complex political situation and instability. The direct consequence that this has borne on realization of the children’s rights is that the children’s rights have hardly ever been among the prioritized political issues. This problem is still dealt with by relatively small number of professionals and while they manage to achieve certain progress, through their persistent lobbying for changes, the overall situation hasn’t changed substantially in the recent period. 

The additional obstacle to the improvement of children’s rights in Serbia has been deterioration in economic trends directly reflected in the increased number of children living in or on the verge of poverty. UNICEF
 estimations dating from 2005 indicated that there were 300,000 of such children in Serbia and that, in spite of the devoted efforts of government and other social parties, this number failed to decrease. Prominent differences in the regional development in Serbia, as well as the underdeveloped infrastructure, are the problems with highly adverse effects on children’s education, which introduces new generations of children to the new cycle of poverty. 

General Economic Indicators 

According to the data of the Serbian Bureau of Statistics, gross domestic product in the first trimester of 2009 decreased by 3.5% when compared to the same trimester last year. Average net salary between January and June of 2009 was 30,953 RSD and it indicated an actual increase by 2.2% when compared with the same period in 2008. In the first half of 2009, total inflation, measured in relation to the consumer prices, amounted to 7% (December 2008/ June 2009). 

Child’s Rights Monitoring Coalition and the Procedure of Preparation of the Alternative Report on the Implementation of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict and Optional Protocol on sale of children, children prostitution and pornography

Child’s Rights Monitoring Coalition – Implementation of the Convention of the Rights of the Child, was formed during 2007, in the wake of the five-day training on the rights’ monitoring and reporting to the international treaty bodies organized by Child rights Centre. Immediately after the submission of the National Report on the Implementation of the Optional Protocols to the Convention (hereinafter Protocols), the Coalition started drafting of the Alternative Reports. In March 2009, Child Rights’ Centre, organized a two-day training for all coalition members that during the preparation period expressed their wish to participate in the process, as well as for other civil society organizations (hereinafter CSOs) that dealt with children’s rights. The training was aimed to increasing capacities of interested CSOs for monitoring of the specific issues related to Optional Protocols, as well as at devising an action plan for the drafting of alternative reports. After the training, the Coalition for the preparation of Alternative Reports on Implementation of Optional Protocols was formed. The members of this coalition are the following CSOs: 


Centar za prava deteta, Belgrade (Child Rights’ Centre)


Beogradski centar za ljudska prava (Belgrade’s Human Rights’ Centre)


Jazas, Belgrade (National anti-AIDS association)  


VelikiMali, Pančevo


Astra, Belgrade


Atina, Belgrade


Centra za integraciju mladih, Belgrade (Youth Integration Centre)


Familija, Belgrade

All the other members who haven’t participated directly because the rights included in the Protocols were not in the focus of their work supported work of the Coalition. Some of them, such as the Society for Protection and Development of Mental Health of Children and Youth (Niš) have been following the coalition’s actions quite actively, and their representatives participated in the Coalition meeting held in September 2009. 

With the aim of introducing children into reporting process, synchronously with the coalition’s actions, a group of children has been formed, comprising of the DX group members (the group of children and youth actively involved in the work of Child Rights’ Centre), juvenile users of other organizations’ services, users of Belgrade’s Infants, Children and Youth Protection Centre “Zvečanska“ as well as the primary school children involved in the Child Right’s Centre project “Children’s Voices”, actually a sub-project within “Towards the Implementation of the Children’s Rights” project. Following the training, this group organized a survey within 6 focus groups held with Belgrade’s primary school children, users of the Drop in centre for children that work/live at street, Infants, Children and Youth Protection Centre and the users of the Office for Youth’s programme of Palilula Municipality. The aim of inclusion of children in the reporting process was to present children’s opinions concerning certain issues, to investigate their comprehension of the terminology and how well they were informed, as well as to examine who did they think they should turn to in case they felt that they were at risk. These focus groups were comprised of 53 children 12-18 years old, 20 of them being male and 33 female. Apart from investigating the opinions and attitudes within the focus groups, children examined the role of Facebook, as an extremely popular method of communication among children and youth, which, among other things, informs them on the different social phenomena. The idea was to examine presence of the groups that advocate hatred towards any other distinctive social group (other nation, sex, homosexuals, members of other religions, etc.), whether the access to these groups was limited, while on the sample of a typical youth Facebook group, we analyzed the number and size of membership of the aforementioned groups. Based on the quantified data obtained by children, the coordinator of the Children’s Coalition made the analysis of the materials available on the walls of the Facebook groups that propagate hatred, discrimination and violence. Results of this survey are the integral part of the Alternative Reports on the Optional Protocols. 
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