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Presentation 

In compliance with the provisions of Article 44 of the Convention, the Nicaraguan State presents the IV Supplementary Report on the Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child 2003-2007 before the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

The non-governmental organizations members of the Nicaraguan Federation of NGOs working with Children and Adolescents (CODENI), following the request of the Committee on the Rights of the Child has drafted this Fourth Supplementary Report  covering the period 2003 to 2007 and includes recent data through 2009. 

The Report was compiled from documentary review of official and independent sources, and qualitative assessments of interviews with various actors of the State, civil society and international cooperation, as well as testimonies, opinions and vision of children and adolescents of different territories based on the format structured by the Committee on the Rights of the Child issued to the State of Nicaragua in the Recommendations and Final Observations.  
CODENI contributes with the Committee on the Rights of the Child, providing complementary information not reflected in the report sent by the Government. Furthermore, the provided input from civil society that contributed to the compliance of the rights of children and adolescents are considered. Another aspect the report contains is the acknowledgment of the progress of the State in the reporting period and point out alerts due to the worsened situation or because there is lack or is very little information in the country.
It is hoped that this report will contribute to the labor of the Committee in the follow up of the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in Nicaragua.

Introduction 

A. Nicaragua: a country of young population 

In the last Census 2005, Nicaragua registers approximately 5.4 million inhabitants.
  The major population concentration is housed in the urban area, with 55.9 per cent, while the rural zone contains 44.1 per cent of the total population of the country. This high level of urbanization is caused by population growth rates and migratory phenomenon. Similarly, the census registered 988,662 households nationwide, of which the 80.48 per cent of them has children and adolescents. 

The infantile population is equivalent to 2, 2 million inhabitants, representing 40.43 per cent of the total population. The structure by age groups indicates that 37.3 per cent of the child population was concentrated in the age group 0 to 5 years, and of this group the 13.7 per cent was formed by children under 5 years.  In the rural areas the population under 15 years increased 41.8 per cent, while in the urban zone 32.4 per cent.  

Currently the population tends to grow slowly than in the past. The total fertility rate decreased from 3.3 children per woman in 2001 to 2.7 in 2006/ 2007. Fecundity is higher in rural areas (3.5 children per woman) than urban (2.2). The global rate of fertility continues being very high, especially in low-income strata among indigenous women and adolescents. Consequently, the annual population growth rate recorded in the census, decreased from 3 per cent in 1995 to 1.7 per cent in 2005, trend that will continue the coming years, influenced by the migration of population abroad.
According to Report of the Nicaraguan Demographic and Health Survey (DHS) 2006/2007, there were changes in the distribution of population by broad age groups, since 2001 the children under 15 representing for 36.7 per cent of the total, dropped three percentage points. Progressively, this group will continue losing its relevance to all age groups. In rural areas, however, the population under fifteen years, increased to 41.8 per cent, much higher than the 32.4 per cent in urban areas. Yet with established trends, children and adolescents remain a very relevant proportion of the total population. 

Every year grows the number of young people who are able to access the labour market, which constitutes an opportunity for the country's economy, if it was possible to invest in this force. Undoubtedly, a healthful life and increasing qualification of those young people could open opportunities to them for a life outside the condition of poverty. 

Also, the proportion of the population of major ager is growing and life expectancy at birth has improved, being estimated for the period 2000-2005, in 69.5 years, a trend that will continue in the coming years, posing new challenges to public policies and a requirement for major expenditure in this age group. 

B. Half of the children and adolescents live in poverty 

According to the Human Development Index (HDI), published in 2007 by the United Nations Organization (UN), indicates that Nicaragua held position 110 –belonging to countries in middle development category, one of the lowest in Latin America
.  For its part, the Living Standards Measurement Study (LSMS) 2005 reflects that 17.2 per cent of Nicaragua's population lives in extreme poverty and 48.3 per cent in general poverty. 

The general condition of poverty for the population aged 0 to 5 years was equivalent to 57.2 per cent, while extreme poverty reached 22.2 per cent. Similar behavior displayed children aged 6 to 11 years. From over 12 years reflects a slight reduction in the proportion of adolescents in conditions of extreme poverty and to a major extent those in general poverty condition. The limited accessibility to basic services remains a characteristic of households in poverty and extreme poverty. In particular are very important, condition of housing, nutrition, access to potable water, sanitary services and electricity. In addition, a minor access to education and basic health services worsens the condition of poverty, decreasing their opportunities and capabilities. The lack of such goods and services, mainly affects children and adolescents, due to their high level of vulnerability and dependency. 

Poverty remains predominantly rural. People living in rural areas, in condition of poverty, lack of stable employment and if they do, earn low wages, do not own lands, having them in a precarious legal status or lack the means to produce them. Usually, live in substandard housing, with limited access to basic services and more vulnerable to environmental risks and natural disasters. 

Urban zones concentrate 6.7 per cent of people in condition of extreme poverty and 30.9 per cent of people in condition of general poverty, while in the rural areas the population in extreme poverty reaches to 30.5 per cent and in condition of general poverty 70.3 per cent.  

In general, considering the population growth and almost void reduction of poverty, the total number of people living in these conditions has increased in Nicaragua over the last decade. The condition of poverty and extreme poverty is experienced by a higher proportion of children and adolescents, than the national average, as the poorest households are shaped by a higher number of members than non-poor households, and most of them are children and adolescents. 

Poverty is a consequence of deep economic, social and regional inequalities. According to the LSMS 2005, the richest 20 per cent of the population captures the 47.2 per cent of consumption, while the poorest 20 per cent only captures the 6.2 per cent. Inequality is accentuated when measuring the level of income among the different population groups: the richest 20 per cent concentrated the 56.3 per cent of the total revenue generated, while the poorest 20 per cent only captures the 4.4 per cent.  
Another important event is the migration phenomenon, given that 20 to 30 thousand Nicaraguans migrate each year, mainly to Costa Rica and the United States. Remittances, reported revenues of 800 million dollars to Nicaragua, approximately 15 per cent of GDP. It is esteem that around 400.000 households receive remittances in the country, with a monthly average of 175 dollars. A 68 per cent of the receivers are women and 45 per cent live in the rural areas. Revenues from remittances is a key complement for  housing  income for their daily consumption expenditures, education, health, housing improvements, some investments and savings. The Study of the World Bank (WB) in 2005 refers that the weight of the familiar remittances in the economy is such, that according to its estimations, if it was not for these flows of resources, poverty rate would increase into four percentage points
For the WB, Nicaragua only will be able to advance in poverty reduction with a faster and steady economic growth. The national economy has shown a moderate annual growth, with a very slight impact on poverty reduction.  Growth has been affected by global crisis, as it has come to be impelled by exports, whose main markets are The United States, Europe and Central America. According to the latest Governmental projections, the economy could grow between 1.5 and 2 per cent, much lower than the 4.5 per cent anticipated in the Financial Economic Programme 2007-2010. 

1.- General measures of implementation 

1. Follow up of Reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child 

In November 2005, CODENI and the National Council for Comprehensive Care and Protection of Children and Adolescents (CONAPINA) published recommendations, and jointly promoted several public events for dissemination. In August 2007, were presented to the new Government authorities and have the presence of the Vice-President of the Committee on the Rights of the Child in Geneva, Rosa María Ortíz. Unfortunately, for the follow-up of the recommendations there was no political will of the Government or allocated resources for the proper monitoring and implementation. 

In the period continued the rupture between social policy and economic policy of previous years, which explains the insufficient allocation of national budget resources for the implementation of basic social policies aimed at children such as the Committee recommended. 

During the Government of President Enrique Bolaños a National Plan was created, through the formulation of the National Development Plan for the next 25 years as an instrument to govern the actions in the field of economic and social policy. This instrument measures aimed at the population children and adolescents were focused within a package of measures targeted to "vulnerable groups", without specifying goals, strategies, and lines of clear and consistent actions. The Plan not continued applying with the change of Government in 2007. 

Another obstacle to the implementation of the recommendations was the fragility of the guarantors institutions. In the period 2003-2006 the Government continued the vision of previous Governments, and placed on the role of facilitator of social policies and continued with the strategy of privatization of social services for children and adolescents.

The institutions of Government as the Ministry of Family (MIFAM), Ministry of Education (MINED), Ministry of Health (MINSA) were very weak with staff reductions, with very few financial resources but mainly long neglect in the training of personnel in the defense of the rights of children and therefore inertia for action. 

In the period 2007 to date, these same institutions are characterized by high rotation of human resources, inexperienced staff in senior positions, e.g. MIFAM from 2007 to date has appointed five female Ministers.
1.2 –Legislation and implementation
During the period, progress was made in the legislative framework related to the rights of children and adolescents, highlighting among others: Reforms to the Labour Code in relation to child and adolescent (2003), Citizen Participation Act 475 (2003), reforms to the Food Act (2004), The General Education Act (2004), reforms to the Adoption Act (2007), Law of Responsible Parenthood (2007) and incorporation of Motions to draft new Penal Code related to freedom and sexual integrity of children. In this respect CODENI played a leading role in developing proposals for the punishment of crimes related to sexual violence, child pornography, trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation. 

Nevertheless the legal framework is still abundant, the country has a huge debt in the implementation of laws adopted in the spirit and philosophy whereupon they were created, raise awareness of public officials, decision makers and operators of the administrative systems of the country, and to promote attitudes and practices fully respecting children as a subject of rights.
There are two outstanding issues in legislative matters: adoption of a new Family Code appropriate to the postulates of the Convention, since the matter is regulated by the Civil Code dating from 1904 and the adoption of a new Civil Registry Act to modernize the citizen registration process.  Also pending the reform of the Civil Code, which in accordance with the recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, should be raised the legal age for marriage and equalize it for both sexes.
1.3. National Action Plan 

In 2003 CONAPINA coordinated the preparation of National Action Plan for Children and Adolescents (2002-2011), and had very few resources for its implementation, adjustments were made to the national goals in 2006, but left without effect upon the change of Government in 2007. Currently in 2008 the Government drafted the National Plan of Human Development not taking into account the National Plan of Action for Children and Adolescents 2002-2011 as the framework for coordination, action and monitoring of the rights of children as was recommended by the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

1.4. Coordination: The National Council for the Comprehensive Care and Protection of Children and Adolescents (CONAPINA)
The Committee welcomed the creation of CONAPINA as the body responsible for formulating and coordinating implementation of the national policies for children. During the period 2003-2006 CONAPINA worked with a technical team and resources to operationalize the actions. This instance was supported by external cooperation and in conjunction with CODENI made several proposals and actions in the legal field and programmes. The Executive Secretariat did not have the political endorsement at the highest level to achieve genuine articulation with the Government institutions and other State agencies. The Executive Secretariat of CONAPINA worked all alone, sometimes even managed resources like any other NGO, being assisted by external cooperation.

To 2008, the instance was in force according to Presidential Agreement No. 186 (2008) but does not function as such, has no structure, or premises identified, no budget from external cooperation nor amounts reflected in the General Budget of the Republic. The Presidential Agreement states that CONAPINA be coordinated by the Ministry of Communication and the Executive Secretariat of the Citizenship Council of Communication for Social Development, office of the First Lady, however, this instance does not work. The current government refers about the National System of Social Welfare as an instance to follow up Social Policy in a comprehensive manner, shaped by the same government institutions members of CONAPINA, except civil society organizations that were part of its founding Law, and currently coordinated by the First Lady. CODENI recognizes the existence of this instance of the highest level, but also demand the functioning of CONAPINA as specialized body in monitoring children's rights.
1.5.  Independent Monitoring 

Among the institutions guarantors we must recognize the role played by the Special Ombudsman for the Protection of Children and Adolescents, in the dissemination of the recommendations of the Rights of Child made by the Committee to the Third Periodic Report of the country and control rights, such as access and quality of education, health and conditions of special protection centres. The situation of child rights monitoring is a challenge because prevailing lack of financial resources, lack of materials and staff, the partisanship of the institution and the reduction of working hours, making difficult sustained action to ensure monitoring of the rights of children and adolescents. 

1.6. Resources for children: Investing in children 

Nicaragua joined the Initiative for Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) and condoned more than 80 per cent of its external debt.  The HIPC recommended that funds that would be used to pay the debt should be destined in programmes for poverty reduction.  However, there has been no significant impact on resource allocation to the General Budget of the Republic, nor in changes to the population.  Rather, in 2005, there was favored renegotiation of the internal debt with the payment of the Negotiable Investment Certificates (CENIS) to the negotiators and owners of the Interbank, Bank of Coffee (Banco del Café) and Banic, which collapsed in the Government that preceded the President Enrique Bolaños. 

Since 2005 CODENI started internal debate among its members about the need to enable capacity in professionals of the economy for the analysis of the General Budget of the Republic with approach to human rights of children and adolescents, as well as the construction of proposal for investment in health and education. In 2006 CODENI and several cooperation agencies and national organizations together create the Alliance Group for Investment in Children and Adolescents (GAI)
 with whom we strengthened the capacity of knowledge through conducting two studies on the current status of expenditure on children and adolescents in Nicaragua, the first in 2006 and second in 2008. These reports have been disclosed and are the reference point for advocacy with Government and deputies in the National Assembly. 
GAI simultaneously with CODENI has promoted since 2006 the campaign “Before approving the budget…..Get in my shoes”, which is based on the recommendations made to Nicaragua by the Committee. This campaign is endorsed by instances such as the Civil Coordinator, the Network of Municipal Governments Friends of the Children and the Adolescents  of Nicaragua, the Forum for Education and Human Development of the Initiative for Nicaragua (FEDH-IPN); international cooperation agencies and particularly members of CODENI that are part of the National Coordinator of Municipal Commissions of Children and Adolescents - CMNA, who have proposed to take part in the in the processes of development of plans and municipal budgets and have promoted the allocation of budget from the Mayor's office for projects for children and adolescents. 
The Campaign has been presented to the public, Government authorities and media, with its emphasis on increasing the health budget to 5 per cent of GDP and education to 7 per cent of GDP.

The Committee recommended the equitable distribution of resources thereon CODENI has developed an Investment Proposal in Children and Adolescents and among others, suggests a fiscal reform policy to have a progressive tributary system where those who earn more pay more, the need for renegotiation of internal debt to reduce tax exemptions and proceeds to increase social investment. 

During the period 2005-2006 investment in health remained at 3.6 percent to GDP. Of this percentage the budget of the Ministry of Health as the main guarantor of the right to health, ranged between 3.4 and 3.5 percent of GDP. In the period 2007-2009 the budget on health as percentage of GDP rose from 3.8 to 4 percent, currently this budget is allocated to the Ministry of Health. 
In education, for the period 2004 to 2006 the total budget allocated for education remained at 4.9 percent in GDP. Of this percentage, the budget of the MINED ranged between 3.3 and 3.4 percent. From 2007 to 2009 the education budget increased from 5.3 to 6 percent in GDP and the budget of MINED increased from 3.7 to 4.1 percent. This percentage increase was recorded in 2009 (4.1 per cent) is due to the reduction of GDP recorded in the year in the country, since early 2009 was 3.6 percent of GDP. 

The percentages in the budget on health and education still remain very low and the situation of children and adolescents require major investment. 

In the period CODENI also promoted the First Regional Forum on Investment in Children in Nicaragua in 2006, attended by representatives of 12 countries in Latin America. The objective was to enhance the processes at the regional level of demand and incidence to achieve major and better investment in children and adolescents, which entails the construction of the regional platform for action.

1.7. Data Collection: Information System and Registry 

In the Third Supplementary Report CODENI mentioned as progress the construction of the National Information System on the Rights of the Child supported by funds from the cooperation which would be under the direction of CONAPINA. In 2006 the Government presented the design of the system, but to the date of this Fourth Report it does not work because the lack of human resources that were trained for its implementation does not identify the place where you can access, and is not a point of reference for providing information. 

As a contribution to obtain information on the rights of children, CODENI with support of international cooperation, we managed to start run the Observatory for the Rights of Children and Adolescents
, as a body of information, following up and alerts about the situation of children in Nicaragua. This information has been organized covering people under 18 years, requiring special protection, health status and education. The first product offered by this instance was the development of the Universal Periodic Review on the Rights of Children in Nicaragua in 2009 and Report of Advances on the Implementation of the Recommendations of the Study of violence of the UN Study on Violence against the Children and Adolescents. 

1.8. Training/dissemination of the Convention 

CODENI promoted the process dissemination of the recommendations of the Committee to the Third Country Report, accompanying with a Friendly version of the Recommendations Document; Were promoted for general knowledge with governmental members of the Municipal Commissions on Children, women’s organizations, local social movements, universities, private business associations, producers and media.
Although lack much in the dissemination of the Convention, especially in rural areas and from the Caribbean coast, the disclosure in the regions of the Pacific, mainly in Managua, has generated some results. During the period the answer of private institutions such as banks, phone companies, supermarkets, American Chamber of Commerce, Nicaraguan Tobacco, and independent entrepreneurs, engaged in actions to support programmes in support to children and adolescents, particularly in regard to actions improvement of facilities and equipment with computers to schools, grants in health services and nutrition. 
The response of the Producers Guild of tobacco, coffee, sugar cane farmers and ranchers has been expanding increasingly positive responses to help in reducing child labour and the implementation of the knowledge of the Convention and the Code on Children and Adolescents.
Universities have incorporated in social and legal careers the knowledge of the Code on Children and the Principles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the inclusion of this legal framework in graduates, masters and specialization courses.
Even with all the information provided, the country needs more to be done regarding the dissemination of rights, but above all to change the social representations and everyday practices in the families, officials of public institutions, mainly those of access to justice, schools, health centers, which promotes a direct relationship with children and adolescents.
1.9. Cooperation with NGOs 

During 2003-2006, NGOs, international cooperation and institutions of government, promoted to put on agenda the rights of children and adolescents, a factor that favored major advances. Even in the midst of contradictions with the government's neoliberal policies, implemented economic measures and complaint to the continued privatization of social services, remained the operation of intersectoral bodies created to monitoring economic policies as National Council for Economic  and  Social Planning  (CONPES) and rights of children as CONAPINA. 

NGOs through CODENI, participate in the intersectoral spaces and from there we promote and mobilize the support of external cooperation, the legal adjustments and design of public policies and national plans which undoubtedly constitute progress for the rights of children in the country in the legal framework of Act 475, Public Participation Act designed to promote the full exercise of citizenship, encouraging interaction between the State and Nicaraguan society on equal terms, in affairs of  governance of the State and  international human rights instruments.

With the change of Government in 2007, these processes of articulation and coordinated work between NGOs and the institutions of government have changed and now there are government institutions that are promoting their own processes with civil society and NGOs such as MINED in the process of Curricular Reform and now in developing the Decennial Plan of Education 2011-2021, the Ministry of Governance  (MIGOB) coordinating the National Coalition Against Trafficking in Persons and the Ministry of Labour (MITRAB) coordinating the National Commission for the Eradication of Child Labour and the Protection of Young Workers (CNEPTI). In each of these groups are CODENI members, according to the theme that works. 

The current government has established a space for dialogue the model of Citizens Power Councils (CPC), through the Cabinets of the Citizen Power (GPC), community structure throughout the country organized, coordinated and promoted by the current governing party leaders, are identified as spaces for participation by all stakeholders, although there are exclusion when they are not related to the governing party. Simultaneously the government also formed the promotion of social solidarity, understood as support groups of community leaders (young people and adults, men and women) to strengthen the work with the Government bodies that run social policy. 

2. General principles 

2.1. Non-Discrimination 

The Constitution, the Code on Children and the legal framework in general recognize the equality of the Nicaraguan citizens before the law, however, children continue to suffer discrimination by their age, gender, socioeconomic status, race and ethnicity. 

In its recommendations the Committee urges the State to apply laws guaranteeing the principle of non-discrimination under the Convention. During this period, at the adopted the Act 238 on the Promotion, Protection and Defense of Human Rights against AIDS, the new Penal Code (adopted in 2006) included the crime of racial discrimination and establishment of penalties to those who committed it. This undoubtedly represents a step forward and fill a gap in the legal norm and in 2008 was adopted the Act 648 of Equal Rights and Opportunities for Women. There are legislative achievements, but children and adolescents face, adult-centrism culture and high poverty rates in rural indigenous areas and Caribbean. 

Girls, children and adolescents belonging to indigenous peoples and ethnic communities on the Caribbean Coast suffer greater discrimination by ethnicity or racial origin and by poverty and neglect in which they live. Discrimination is expressed in the invisibility that is made of these groups in national statistics. On average for the Autonomous Regions sub-population register is 12 per cent, having extreme cases such as the Municipality of Prinzapolka, which according to a study by the University URACCAN
 has a population exceeding 21.000 inhabitants, but the official records accounted for only 7.534. And the sub-registry of births in 2005 was estimated at 35 per cent nationally, in the case of the Autonomous Regions of the Caribbean reached a 62 per cent.

The Human Development Report (2005) dedicated to the Autonomous Regions of the Caribbean Coast highlights that 11 of the 25 poorest municipalities in Nicaragua are in these regions. Unemployment is twice the national average, the illiteracy rate reaches 53 per cent of the population and schooling average is 2.2 years, much lower than the national 6.8.
 An example of social exclusion and discrimination to which indigenous peoples are subjected is the situation of people of Rama who is losing the use of their native language.
The right of girls, children and adolescents to receive education in their language and respect for their cultures and customs is limited. The intercultural bilingual education program is only available in 35 per cent of schools in the region.
In 2005 was eliminated the position of Special Ombudsman for Indigenous People and Ethnic Communities of the Caribbean assigned by the Ombudsman Office for Human Rights.
2.2 Respect for the views of the Child: The right to participation, freedom of expression and information
The participation of children in the municipal sector is one of the most developed areas in the period favoring the communication between children and adolescents with municipal authorities. First during the campaign process fostered children and built the Agenda for Children and Adolescents pose to national candidates proposals. 
In the period from 2003 to 2006 were open spaces such as children’s councils for dialogue with authorities, actions that were promoted and facilitated by the NGO, but led directly by the children and adolescents. In the children’s councils fostering, the National Coordinator of Municipal Commissions of Children and Adolescents (CMNA) have had a very active role, also the Mayors’ Network of Friends of The Children. 

Within the school, from 2003 to 2007 NGOs mobilized the implementation of the Educational Participation Act, promoting the organization of student governments, as spaces where children and adolescents express their views with school authorities and parents. Although the Act establishes the mechanisms and rights of the educational community, teachers, parents and students to participate in school administration, in practice we know that the participation of children and adolescents in this space is formal and the influence of adults predominate in decisions. 

Although the Educational Participation Act is in force, this Act does not apply because it promotes School Autonomy Regime which led to the privatization of education, is from 2008 MINED authorities promote integration of students in the Federation of Secondary Students (FES) and Federation of Primary Students (FEP) that do not have a legal framework. 

In practice, both coexists the student governments and the federation of secondary and primary students. Both examples show that these spaces have been created by the vision of adults, and schools has not heard the opinion of students that from their own interests and they organize and express on the forms of participation that they need.

 The assessment made by Save the Children with their counterparts in 2005 to 2007,
 notes that the period has been a significant increase in the creation of spaces for participation of children and adolescents, as well as the promotion of mechanisms in order that they defend and demand their rights. Similarly CODENI considers that in the period, there was a significant advance in the recognition of the involvement of children and adolescents as a right, and civil society organizations have played an important role in promoting information and training processes with diverse groups of children and adolescents who have used these spaces and developed skills. 

CODENIs members have promoted training spaces to generate free participation and critical awareness. Not only with groups of children but also their families and others actors involved with children, as teachers, merchants markets, police, community associations, government institutions, National Assembly deputies and local government authorities. 

Given the experience of participation in various public spaces, NGOs have promoted and supported initiatives such as child and youth organizations: Movement of Adolescents and Young people of Nicaragua, Network of Children and Adolescents working at markets, Children and Adolescents Communicators Network, Girls’ Network, Adolescents for HIV/AIDS Prevention Network, Children's Councils, Juvenile Group: Young people who believe in other Young people, Network of Children and Adolescents for Sexual and Reproductive Rights, Young women and girls survivors of Violence Network. 

3. Civil Rights and Freedoms
3.1. Birth Registration: Right to identity 

The Committee's recommendation on this issue was supported by external cooperation for its implementation. From 2003 to 2006 Save the Children supported massive registration processes in almost all the territory of the North Atlantic Autonomous Region (RAAN), issuing birth certificates replenishment to 93.000 people. Since 2007 Save the Children, Plan International and UNICEF jointly implemented a process of mass registration in 12 municipalities in the South Atlantic Autonomous Region (RAAS), obtaining the registration of over 100.000 people aged 0 to 18 years, delivering 110.000 documents, including birth certificates and replenishments to the end of 2009. According to the IDB, it is estimated that in 2007 under-registration would have decreased placing in the order of 19 per cent. 

As part of these efforts supported by international cooperation, a strategy is being developed to achieve the compromise of Mayors, delegations of the Ministry of Education and Ministry of Health to obtain sustainable results of the campaign through the training of Community registrars to serve as source of information of the municipal registration. In 2008 the Government has launched a campaign entitled "My name is my right" is the first time in the country, that from the Government, it is addressed a massively campaign to families and the community in order to promote major number of inscriptions.

Also following the recommendations of the Committee, has been prepared the preliminary draft law of Civil Registry, which has not been approved by the National Assembly. This new law provides for the modernization of the system and is characterized by being adapted to the socio-cultural and economic conditions of the country in order to make the registration process more accessible, efficient, effective and agile.  The enactment of the Responsible Parenthood Act also provides mechanisms to ensure the rights derived from the filiation which represents an important step forward.

3.2. Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment 

The State of Nicaragua ratified the Convention against Torture, on 5 July 2005. In compliance with the obligations under Article 19 of the Convention committed to delivering periodic reports to the United Nations Committee against Torture. Nicaragua submitted its first report on the implementation of the obligations under the Convention on June 20, 2007. 

The partnership conformed by CODENI, CENIDH, Network on Violence Against Woman, Alliance of Women's Centers and  the World Organization Against Torture (OMCT) prepared an alternative report covering July 2005 to 31 March 2009. 

The Committee against Torture considered the initial report of Nicaragua (CAT/C/NIC/1) at its 872 and 874 (see CAT/C/SR.872 and 874), and its 890 and 891 meetings, on 13 May 2008 (CAT/C/SR.890 and 891), adopted concluding observations on the State of Nicaragua. We believe that the Committee on the Rights of the Child summarized these recommendations related to children and adolescents (See Annex). 

3.2. Freedom of thought, conscience, religion and right to practice their own culture and   language. 

The Constitution in Article 5 establishes the principle of the nation, ethnic pluralism and recognizes the existence of indigenous peoples. 

 In Nicaragua there is a great cultural richness. Indigenous peoples are spread throughout the country. There are 24 indigenous communities in the Pacific and North Center of the country, in the North Atlantic Autonomous Region inhabit Miskitus Mayangnas and in the South Atlantic Autonomous Region Ramas, Miskitus ethnic community of  African descent, Creoles and Garifuna. Most of those belonging to indigenous communities and ethnic groups in the country, concentrate the highest poverty rates nationwide. 

The assessment on the Situation of Human Rights of Adolescent and Youth in the Caribbean Coast, there is a growing lack of knowledge of the history of the Caribbean coast and the contributions of indigenous heroes and heroines. Over 67 per cent of adolescents and young indigenous people are unaware of the content and scope of the Statute of Autonomy of the Atlantic Regions, fundamental rule governing the rights they are entitled as a social group. This situation is exacerbated to the extent that national institutions and political parties and NGOs with a presence in the autonomous regions impose a mestizo (mixed race) hegemonic national culture.

It is an achievement the definition of the Regional Autonomous Education System (2003), formally recognized in the General Education Act, by means of which there is reaffirmed the right of the indigenous peoples and ethnic communities to develop their own model of education that incorporates the elements of its culture and worldview. One of the difficulties that faces’ this educational system, besides the lack of resources, is that their coverage is limited, and unable to reach minority communities.

In Nicaragua there is a strong influence of the Catholic Church in the decisions of all State powers, e.g.  the celebration of  “La Purísima” (Immaculate Conception of Virgin Mary)  in  schools and government institutions, influence of the catholic church on the issue of sexual and reproductive health in schools, particularly against the use of condoms as a protection, the influence of evangelical and Catholic churches against the criminalization of therapeutic abortion, therefore affects negatively the exercise of the right to the freedom of thought and of religion, the failure to constitutional principle of the secular State.

4. Family environment and alternative care 

4.1. Family care and parental responsibilities: Right to a Family 

In compliance with the recommendations of the Committee, the period is recorded as significant in 2004, the reformation to the Food Act, and in 2006 began the process of formulating the Responsible Parenthood Act approved in 2007 by the National Assembly (Act 623) which regulates the right of daughters and sons to have a name and a surname, Food, relationship of father, mother and children, agile, free and easy accessible judicial and administrative mechanisms. Also on the recommendation of the Committee, the Supreme Court given the task of formulating the creation of specialized family courts with judges and trained professionals, and in 2008 is already running four courts, two in Managua, one in Matagalpa and one in Chinandega. 

From 2008 the Government created the Love Programme to strengthen families and protect children and adolescents. This is a component of the National System for Social Welfare, coordinated by the Secretariat Council for Communication and Citizenship for Social Development and involved the following institutions: Ministry of Family, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Governance, the Nicaraguan Social Security Institute (INSS) and the Ombudsman Office of Human Rights (PDDH). The Love Programme becomes a system that protects children and adolescents and their families in social risk, i.e. provides care for those who are in a situation of vulnerability with special measures for restoration of rights for later integration to existing systems in the country. 

Love Programme implementation, monitoring and stewardship has been designated to the Ministry of Family, the governing authority of the implementation of social protection policies for children and adolescents. In recent years has undergone drastic budget cuts, rising from 26.8 million dollars in 2005 to 8.8 billion dollars in 2009.
 To enforce its work this Ministry should be strengthened in human resources, invest in the modernization and updating of staff and provide it with greater resources to perform their functions for the benefit of the children, adolescents and their families. 

The great steep slope remains the lack of a Family Code that comes to regulate the matter, which is currently governed by the Civil Code dating from early last century. 

4.2. Other types of care and adoption: Right to comprehensive protection in case of be deprived of their parents 

The proliferation of internment centres for children and adolescents in the country is the result of policies of privatization of social services provided by the Government in the period 2003 to 2006 and giving continuity of the work initiated in the governments that preceded it. Thus, between the year 2003 and 2006 around 3000 girls, children and adolescents were interns in 83 Special Protection Centres. 80 per cent of the children joined these centers for reasons of poverty, and in minor percentage because they face situations that deserve hostel out of their home as measure of special protection.   

In accordance with the Code on Children and Adolescents, these centers must operate with the approval and under the supervision of the Ministry of Family, which is the governing body of the application of Special Protection Policies. Survey Study in the Centers for Protection of Children and Adolescents, conducted in 2007 by the Ombudsman Office of Human Rights states that "the Ministry not had adequate technical, financial and human resources to exercise its functions of monitoring, control and ensure the proper functioning of the centres or proper compliance with standards, ethical and legal frameworks which places at risk the safety and physical and emotional integrity of children deprived of their family environment".

The Love Programme provides for the restitution of the rights of these children to have a family and has set a goal that each child, have their own family, whether biological or surrogate. As a government policy, it has been prioritized the egress of children from internment centres. According to figures from the Ministry of Family, in 2008 more than 850 children have been reintegrated with their family of origin.

This type of reintegration measure is correct, as it provides the opportunity for children to have a family, the measure should be accompanied by actions to ensure their integration into decent living conditions, and promoting mechanisms and support to families restoring family links and establishing new patterns of relationship based on respect. On the procedure for implementing this measure, protection centres officials have expressed its disagreement on the fact that often they themselves have proceeded mechanically to the reintegration of children to their biological families through traumatic procedures even though the child did not agree, which clearly violates their right to be taken into account and that their opinion be respected. 

In the review period, much negligence with the cases for adoption was had. The Adoption Council established by law, had significant flaws regarding the streamlining of procedures, it was given priority to the international adoptions over the nationals, in total disagreement with the recommendations of the Committee, for its part, the Ministry of Family neglect proceedings Research that would lead to placement in time, of children in the process for adoption. Because to date, newly born children admitted to internment centers have completed four or five years in the internees. In early 2007 met allegations of mismanagement and alleged corruption in the procedures of adoption cases that were made public by the most important media and involving officials from the Ministry of Family, to this complaint the Government fully change the staff of the Directorate of Special Protection. 

It is a matter pending the approval of the National Assembly for Nicaragua to become a party to the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of Inter-country Adoption. 

4.3. Violence, abuse, neglect and maltreatment 

The Committee recommends that further efforts to prevent abuse in families, schools and institutions, care centers and correctional institutions. 

The new Penal Code stipulates that domestic violence is a punishable crime from 2 to 13 years imprisonment, according to the severity of injury, and establishes the right of victims to immediately apply the emergency protective measures. However, is admitted that in the draft there was carelessness in the redaction, leaving room for the use of corporal punishment to children and adolescents in the family; the article on domestic violence states: Whoever carries any force, violence or physical intimidation or mental (...) on sons and daughters of their own, the spouse or of the cohabitant out of  the cases of the right to disciplinary correction.

Before de emptiness of the Penal Code, from 2009 have been developing lobbying and political advocacy in the Commission of Women Affairs, Children, Youth and Family of the National Assembly in order to incorporate the Family Code, the sanction the practice of corporal punishment and other forms of violence against children by family members. 

Is outlined the enactment of the General Education Act of Nicaragua 2004, which establishes the right of students to be treated with justice and respect and not be subject of corporal punishments, humiliation or discrimination (Article 100). In the institutional regulatory field, we must highlight as advances the enactment of two important agreements issued by the MINED: Ministerial Agreement No. 217-2006, setting out specific measures to report and denounce acts of abuse or violence that arise within schools against the students, and the Ministerial Agreement No. 134-2009, which explicitly prohibits corporal punishment and other humiliating forms of punishment against students and also directed to include training programs for teachers, content to strengthen positive discipline and respectful relationships between teachers and students. 

The Group for the Promotion of Good Treatment for Children and the Eradication of Corporal Punishment developed a work of advocacy with the Ministry of Education to encourage and promote the establishment of the ministerial agreement. 

Groups and associations were formed in the country conformed by civil society organizations, cooperation and State to address, prevent and report such practices which violate the right to protection of children and adolescents; Affiliated organizations to CODENI and to the  Movement Against Sexual Abuse,  has driven  denunciations and protests before the increase of cases of sexual abuse and the Network  of Work of Masculinity, with presence in five of the 16 departments of the Nicaraguan Pacific.

Access to justice is limited by the lack of effectiveness, human and material resources of the operating agencies. According to statistics from the Commissariat for Women and Children
  is recognized that only 8 per cent of cases classified as crimes were referred to the Judiciary and 7.7 per cent by the Public Ministry, in the misdemeanors. 

Another aspect that is worrying is the practice of making use of mediation in crimes of sexual order, while mediation is prohibited by the law in these crimes. The diagnosis “Analysis of judgments of crimes related to sexual and domestic violence and civil claims in family matters”, reflected that in 57 per cent of cases, mediation was conducted, 34 of them in the crime of rape and 14 in sexual abuse, and in 62 per cent of the cases studied, judges of Appeal confirmed the judgment of first instance.

The same analysis shows high levels of impunity, from 599 trials of sexual offenses against girls, children and adolescents, only 28 per cent of the aggressors were damning verdict and more than half, were acquitted. 

The low culture of denunciation by population, as well as ignorance of the Law  are factors, that together with the personal circumstances of victims regarding offenders -fear, emotional, economic dependency - contribute to impunity. 

Progress has been made in the definition of instruments and protocols aimed at improving the care of children and adolescents in situations of violence, including standards of care and procedures for domestic violence of the Ministry of the family, Protocol Actions of the Judicial Power. 

4.4. Corporal Punishments: Corporal Punishment
Special Ombudsman for the Protection of Children and Adolescents states that most complaints received is from maltreatment, especially corporal punishment that occur in schools. She explains that "one of the forms of violence more socially accepted and justified committed against children and adolescents, is precisely corporal punishment or physical and humiliating punishment used as a method of disciplinary correction to "educate" children and adolescents both in families and in schools, which is culturally associated patterns inherited from the doctrine of irregular situation". 

Some children reported facing some difficulties in their families: they feel bad because they do not let them to play, beat and harassed then, verbally abuse them, punish them in various ways, there are serious disputes among close relatives, reflecting a widespread social problem of child abuse. 

The labour of prevention of physical punishment is perhaps one of the areas of addressing violence against children, which have played an important role of civil society organizations and cooperation agencies from which there have been promoted actions of education, communication, and in minor measure of research. 

Prevention actions have been carried out through campaigns such as: "Neither blows that hurt nor words that hurt, educate with tenderness" the Sixth Sense TV show and the television space “Open your Eyes”, the campaign aimed at men driven by the Group of Men Against Violence as well as  festivals, forums, training sessions and violence. 

This work must necessarily be accompanied by sustained efforts with mothers and fathers, to offer alternatives based on respect and above all without corporal punishment on their children.

5- Basic Health and Welfare 

5.1. Children with Disabilities: Children with different abilities 

The Committee recommended the administration of access to education and to promote and extend social rehabilitation programs. In the period of this Fourth Supplementary Report, the figures indicate that in Nicaragua there are approximately 250,000 people under 18 years with some type of disability and of these, only four in ten have access to public health service and only 1 per cent attends a rehabilitation program.
 

The funds invested have been very few, mainly specialized services for this child population has been provided by health units of the Ministry of Health with the 40 existing physiotherapy services, a majority promoted by the Association of parents, relatives and friends of children with deficiencies and/or disabilities "Los Pipitos" who provides comprehensive care with a focus on family and community involvement, through its coverage in eighty percent of the municipalities. 

The Partnership in collaboration with the Telethon Foundation has promoted for ten consecutive years the Telethon, fundraising activity and invested in the construction, equipping and operation of Early Stimulation Center for disabled children, besides being an important vehicle for awareness to society. 

Following the recommendations, the inclusion in the formal education system has been one of the proposals that civil society organizations we have consistently maintained, the Ministry of Education has an Office of Special Education and from there was promoted throughout the school access with few financial and human resources. The challenge that remains is still supported by teachers. This integration measurement lack to provide more preparation to know how to act in the classroom, also require training resources facilitating their work. According to the Ministry of education, the enrolment of children with disabilities in the pre-school and primary education in 2006 was 3,936 children and in 2008 reached 12,846.

The Minister of Education in 2008, in his public statements has promoted the integration of children with disabilities into the educational system and there is a radio campaign that promotes it. More over the Ministry of the Family in this year is developing a programme for the social integration of children under six years entitled “Love for the smallest ones”. Consists of identifying house by house, town by town of disabled children in these ages, Once the record is obtained, trains directly to the family of the child in stimulation, affection, practices of integration and non- discrimination, and in this year has been appointed the Special Ombudsman for People with Disabilities in the Office of Human Rights. 

5.2. Health and Standard of living: Right to Health 

The condition of widespread poverty and extreme poverty has virtually had very few variations. The limited accessibility to basic services remains a characteristic of households in poverty and extreme poverty. 

In the housing situation, overcrowding index (number of people sleeping per room) gives us insight into of the status of households. Households in extreme poverty, recorded about five people per room, and those in poor general condition, a total of 4. Meanwhile, access to safe drinking water has improved, but there is still 37.4 per cent of the population without this essential service. The situation is still critical, particularly for those living in rural areas and households in extreme poverty. 

Sewerage services are concentrated in major cities of the Pacific region. According to the LSMS 2005, 10.8 per cent of all households had any type of health services, 3.1 per cent in urban areas and 21.6 per cent in rural areas. There are different types of health services and 59.8 per cent of households use toilet or latrine, a proportion that is lower in urban areas reaching 48.5 per cent and higher in rural areas where it reached 75.6 per cent. Meanwhile 28.8 per cent of households had no electricity. 

In resume the high status of overcrowded housing, environmental degradation and poor access to essential services, elevate the risk and vulnerability of children and adolescents, particularly rural and urban households in extreme poverty. Besides, the immediate effects reducing their opportunities and their ability to improve their living conditions out of poverty. 

CODENI believes that to achieve relevant changes in the nutritional situation requires an articulation of policies for promotion of agriculture, production, productivity, supply, price issues and food handling. It requires the creation of sources of income and employment, nutritional education to achieve the use of food available for families and specific monitoring programmes, and delivery of supplements and food fortification aimed at the general population, to populations most at risk and vulnerable groups. 

Regarding the Committee's recommendation on reducing child mortality, there were positive steps in the period. The Health Ministry statistics show a significant decrease in children under five years
 due to an appropriate combination of interventions: increased coverage of potable water, the diffusion of water chlorination in poor communities after Hurricane Mitch, oral rehydration therapy. 

Was an increase in vaccination coverage, the General Report of the Living Standard Measurement Study (LSMS 2005) states that 77 per cent of girls and children had that year the full vaccination scheme according to their age, this indicator needs to be improved in the Autonomous Regions of the Caribbean, where only six out of ten girls and boys have the full immunization scheme. 

The Committee also recommended efforts in reducing maternal mortality, this rose from 86.6 maternal deaths per 100,000 in 2005 to 66 in 2008. Maternal mortality in adolescents represented 16.8 per cent in 2005 and increased to 20 per cent in 2007.
 About 40 per cent of maternal deaths occurring in rural areas are girls and adolescents under age 19, age that 20 per cent of Nicaraguans have already become mothers. Statistics indicate that 40 per cent of maternal deaths occur in women under age 18 years,
  which often become pregnant as a result of forced intercourse. 

Since 2006 the Penal Code criminalizes entirely therapeutic abortion, even when it is necessary to save the life of women, is undoubtedly a major setback in legal matters. This new provision provides for sentences of imprisonment for women and health personnel, has been widely rejected by different sectors of Nicaraguan society and international human rights organizations such as Amnesty International, which in 2008 conducted an investigation and issued a resolution urging the Nicaraguan State to restore the right of women to an abortion to save life or when pregnancy is product of a rape. 

There is recognition of the initiatives of civil society in the creation of foundations and associations that provide free health care and services providing medicines, food and supplies for children and their families. 

5.3. HIV/AIDS

Regarding the Committee's recommendations on HIV, in the period is relevant that the Ministry of Health in 2006 developed the National Policy of Prevention and Control of the STDs, VIH/ AIDS. It is important to note that is recognized by health authorities the high incidence of STDs among adolescents and the increase of HIV cases among this population. There have been a better system for detecting HIV cases in general from 80 cases to 273 cases annually during the period 2001-2005,
 may obey improved availability of HIV testing but not optimal, a monitoring system which is improving the notification of cases, increased risky behavior or the poor impact of the prevention actions. It is recognized that there is little access of adolescents to sexual and reproductive health information, in 2005, only one in four people at risk of HIV infection had access to prevention services and comprehensive care services are insufficient. 

The data presented within the framework of Central American Congress on AIDS (CONCASIDA) held in Nicaragua in 2006, indicate that the epidemic is shifting rapidly towards adolescents aged 15 to 19 years, this group represented the 6.8 per cent of new HIV infections in Nicaragua, while children aged 0 to 14 years represent the 5.6 per cent of new infections. 

Not achieved information about the support from the State of Nicaragua was provided to the group of children with parents who died of AIDS. In 2005, the Ministry of Health recorded 342 children in orphanhood of mother or father or both to AIDS, however, UNICEF and UNAIDS estimate the number of orphans in approximately 4,000 children.
 This issue is important to emphasize that the efforts undertaken with the support of international cooperation has significantly improved the coverage of HIV counseling and testing for pregnant women, as part of the strategy to reduce the risk of vertical transmission of the virus. 

The Committee recommended conducting campaigns and programmes to raise awareness to reduce discrimination against infected children or children with HIV relatives. Most of the educational activities have rested largely on the enforcement of NGOs. According to the results of the DHS 2006/2007, educational activities are insufficient, not ongoing key changes in attitudes and behavior among the population, although it has become aware of the overall risk of the epidemic, do not assume as personal risk, as reflected in the minimal use of condoms during sexual intercourse. 

If this continues, in relation to controlling the spread of HIV/AIDS, the country not only will fail to meet proposed target in the Millennium Development Goals (MDG), but it's likely to show a growing number of cases in adults (men and women) and adolescents. 

5.4. Adolescent health 

In this Fourth Supplementary Report CODENI wants to alert about addictions, HIV, violence and sexual violence as problems that affect adolescents and require significant efforts in the direct care, statistical recording and monitoring to define national policies and programmes. So far, lacks a comprehensive strategy to address, adolescents health issues. Dispersed actions are carried out with low effectiveness. 

Alcohol consumption among adolescents and young people is significant, police statistics collects all kinds of drugs, being the largest cocaine, crack and heroin seizures increased. There is little recent and reliable information on addictions among adolescent.

The National Drug Plan, published in 2002, reports that 52.1 per cent of students in the city of Managua and 49 per cent of the rest of the country, reported consuming or having consumed alcohol. The same group reported smoking of 36.2 per cent for Managua and 34.3 per cent for the rest of the country. Drug use has become a serious problem for adolescents of communities in many municipalities in the country. 

The country does not count with a national drug and alcohol prevention programme. The public health system lacks facilities for treatment and rehabilitation for people with addictions. There are four NGOs that provide care services for adolescents with addictions, private facilities, internment centers and clinics, obviously not accessing low-income adolescents, as the cost of these rehabilitation services are high. In general the informative action with preventive character in the country on the subject is little. 
The leading causes of death in male adolescents are youth violence, traffic accidents and suicides. In female adolescents, are those associated with maternal mortality, violence of various kinds and suicides. 

6. Education, leisure and cultural activities 

The Committee on the rights of the child prepared twelve recommendations to the State of Nicaragua concerning the right to education.

Expressed concern about the literacy rate reflected in the Third Country Report. Variations in the period expressed in the results of Census 2005 showed that the literacy rate of people aged 15 and over was 78 per cent, a significant gap persists for reasons of revenue
 and geographical location. In rural areas, the literacy rate stood at 63.5 per cent while in urban areas was 88 per cent. In 2008, the Ministry of Education conducted a nationwide census to know the proportion of the population between 15 and 64 years were illiterate, post-census literacy campaigns were implemented municipality by municipality, as a result, reduced the rate of 14.8 per cent ( before the census(  to 7.5 per cent nationally.
 

The reporting period remained until 2006 inclusive, the model of school autonomy that maintained for years the concept of “voluntary quota” from families. It is not until 2007 that the Ministry of Education declared free education, through Executive Decree 111-2007, restoring the constitutional principle of free education, to prohibit the collection in public schools. 

It is recommended to increase the allocation of resources from the national budget for education. Regarding the total public expenditure on education, including primary, secondary, technical and university remained until 2006 at 3.1 percent of GDP in 2007 rose to 5.0 per cent of GDP.  Investment per capita meant until 2006, 20.00 dollars, rising from 2007 to 51.00 dollars per capita.
 Primary education is the main component of public spending on basic education, primary spending per student rose from 110.4 dollars in 2000 to 170.6 dollars in 2007. Even with the increase in spending on primary education, enrollment rose slightly, so that educational coverage has stalled since 2002 when it reached 86.2 per cent until 2007 that ended with an 86.5 per cent.

According to the Ministry of Education, the repetition rate in primary education rose between 2000 and 2007, from 5.3 per cent to 10.6 per cent, while the dropout rate fell from 5.3 per cent in 2000 to 5.0 per cent in 2007. The percentage of repeaters in primary education in the country is one of the highest in Latin America, repetition rates are higher in rural than in urban areas and higher for boys than girls, of the total students who enrolled in first grade, only 39.5 per cent reached the sixth grade in 2006, most in urban areas with 56.1 per cent and less in rural areas, 30 per cent.
   Dropout rates also are higher in rural areas and among boys. Abandonment, not only prevented from fulfilling goal of universal primary education, but also compromises the fulfillment of the goal of expanding access to secondary education. 

The repetition in secondary education is 6.7 per cent, and for the completion of high school, the Education Ministry figures for 2006 show that of every hundred students admitted to first year, only 43 passed the fifth year. Ministry of Education Statistics show that the retention rate by level of education has declined in recent years, the year 2006 recorded the lowest levels of retention in primary education (84.1 per cent).
 

The strata in which are concentrated the repetition and dropout rates in primary education, secondary education is neglect on children and adolescents from lower income households, families in poverty or extreme poverty and the rural area. And these are usually admitted to labour market with very low education, since most of them fail to complete primary education. Families in extreme poverty status, have great difficulty to address the increasing expense representing sending children and adolescents to school: school supplies, uniforms, food and transportation. 

Regarding the Committee's recommendation to provide technical training based on demand, public expenditure on Education has had variations in relation to the percentage for technical training being in 2003-2004 - 1.3 per cent in 2005 the 2.5 per cent and in 2006, the 2.7 per cent of this expenditure.
 Figures indicating the limited response capacity and low coverage that can provide both vocational training options offered to people with funds from the national budget of the National Technological Institute (INATEC). Therefore, a number of technical vocational training schools that have emerged in the country but have no public budget, and adolescents must pay. 

In 2007 the Ministry of Education began the process of curricular transformation change as one of the actions to improve quality in education. 

CODENI wants to alert on this Fourth Supplementary Report on the urgency of increasing access and completion of secondary and technical education to break the vicious circle of poverty. The Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) has estimated that as regional average, it required a minimum of 10 to 12 years of formal education for good chance of not falling into poverty. 

In Nicaragua, this is particularly serious because the 79.8 per cent of the population is under the 11 years schooling levels. Most of the population under 18 years belonging to lower income households, who experience the most serious problems in accessing and completing primary education and secondary education. 

The enrollment in preschool education increased from 36.3 per cent in 2004 to 55.2 per cent in 2008. We must mention the contribution they have made this result NGOs through the implementation of the preschool community-based initiatives in the community with a wide participation of parents of children attending. 

In the MINED budget heading for training teachers in 2003 and 2006 represented 5.5 per cent rise in 2007 to 8.5 per cent of the budget of the Ministry. There are low staff qualifications approximately 67 per cent of staff in preschool, 27 per cent of 52 per cent of primary and secondary is empirical. According to “Bet on Education: Nicaragua Education Progress Report – 2007”,
 secondary education in 2006, only 45 per cent of teachers had degrees in Educational Sciences and less than 1 per cent had master's degrees in Educational Sciences, 10 per cent had university degrees in other non-teaching career, but this latter is considered by the Ministry of Education as empirical.
 

Teacher salaries although improved remain the lowest in Central America and not enough to cover even the cost of the basic basket of 53 products. Wage remuneration represents a very important issue in the decision to opt for the teaching career. 

The Committee recommends that provide opportunities for children not attending school and working children. In the period 2003-2006, Ministry of Education ran a figure of 500.000 children not attending school, but there is no study indicating the number of working children attending school, in order to establish retention measures and school support for school promotion. 

The evaluation of the National Plan for the Eradication of Child Labour 2001-2005 states that the Ministry of Education provides access to education for children and adolescents workers were not aged to be in a grade and corresponding extending the primary overage mode and that in 2006, more than 11.000 children and adolescents are being treated as a product of this effort, most are workers. 

In this regard, the Ministry of Education in 2005 was supported by the Ombudsman Office of Human Rights (PDDH) and cooperation funds facilitated the development of the Methodological Guide for Human Rights Education in primary school, it was reproduced in thousands of copies and control report conducted by the Office on the use of this guide is not used, although that teachers were trained. 

CODENI want to warn about the importance of making visible the issue of violence that threatens the integrity of boy and girls attending school and within school. This warning is based on recognizing that the efforts for the quality of education must be accompanied by measures that contribute to an atmosphere of safety, security and building a positive human relations environment, which is possible with the participation of actors such as teachers, families and students taking an active role in the participating schools. 

Violence impacts results on school performance, learning difficulties, restless behavior, aggression and low academic performance. Also the school discrimination or abuse, exacerbate the integrity in children and adolescents, which creates hostility towards school, difficulties relating to studies and rejection. Just when teachers abuse their authority, children are afraid to speak out and participate in school.
 Teachers are aware of situations of children who experienced violence in their homes, particularly sexual violence usually from a family member: father, uncle, close friend, and only remain with the secret, because they do not know what to do or where to refer. In many schools girls also experience sexual violence by dual-way by teachers and classmates. 

For girls and children belonging to indigenous peoples and ethnic communities dropout is critical, reaching in some indigenous communities in Jinotega, up to 78 per cent before completing the fourth grade, in the North Autonomous Region 27 per cent of schools are multi-grade, with very high figures, in Bonanza (71 per cent), Rosita (51 per cent) and Prinzapolka (55 per cent). 52 per cent of teachers are monolingual and graduates as teachers of primary education, where seven out of ten schools are in poor infrastructure conditions.
 

7. Special protection measures 

7.1. Children of migrant families. 

The committee recommended a study on the situation of these children. 

The Nicaraguan migration stands out for its massiveness with a continuously rising trend, for having significant intra-regional destinations, the feminization of the same and the youth of the subjects. 

The main factor of migration is the economic situation caused by the accelerated implementation of neoliberal economic project whose consequences have been, inter alia, downsizing the State, unemployment, unequal income distribution and the misconfiguration of State responsibility as promoter development of the country. 

The statistical difficulties faced, is not knowing the real dimension of the problem due to the high migration rate of an irregular and temporary migratory flows. However, exists estimations that range between 1 million and a 500.000 to 900.000 Nicaraguans
 abroad, by reference to the records of the General Directorate of Migration and Alienage.
While at the beginning of the decade the regular female migration was slightly higher than the male, the trend of recent years is reversed. The negative balance between inputs and outputs is - 320,464 women in the period 1989-2008. In the same period minors under 16 years of both sexes, recorded a negative balance of -40,293 persons. 

Exits without return in people aged 25-40 years, at the beginning of the decade were 41 per cent currently is 61per cent; the between 0 to 16 years of age is 6 to 7 per cent in the period while between 17 to 24 years has moved from 17 per cent in 2000 to 27 per cent in 2008. 

The relationship that children and young people have established migration occurs through the departure of one parent or both in either case is a key process in their development, a drastic change in their lives. 

Importantly, one of the major costs of migration for some children is the lack of protection and vulnerability living in the absence of his mother. 

Similarly, it was stated that the integration of children and adolescents to the extended home, happens through its submission to excessive domestic work, have little oversight or attention in their school life, they lack sufficient opportunities for dialogue with adult guidance and very little recreation. 

7.2. Economic exploitation, including child labour 

During the period in 2003, he published the First National Study on Child Labour in Nicaragua.
 As one of the measures to prevent and suppress exploitation 2005, a proposal was drafted FOR Law Reform to the Labour Code relating to a the worst forms of child labour as domestic workers is pending approval by the National Assembly. 

Was conducted the National Child and Adolescent Labour Survey (ENTIA - 2005) which records that about 239.000 thousand children and young Nicaraguans aged 5 to 17 are doing some kind of work to contribute to family subsistence, of these the 5.68 per cent performed domestic work and 62 per cent working children are employed in activities listed as the worst forms of child labour.
 

Also implemented the National Strategic Plan of Action for the Prevention and Eradication of Child Labour and Protection of Child Workers 2001-2005, achieved an estimated reduction of 5 per cent of children under age 13 who were working. This same period reflects the increase in 36.9 per cent of the work of adolescents aged 14 to 17 years. Surveillance measures set out and created the Inspectorates on child labour, aimed to avoid the involvement of children in hazardous work mainly in the formal sector of the economy, although the vast majority (77.9 per cent) of working children are located in the informal sector. 

The Report of the Nicaraguan Human Rights Center (CENIDH) states that in 2007 these inspectorates found 163 companies with a total of 2.765 children and adolescents working; 645 were children under 14 years.
 Although formally the Labour Code establishes as the minimum working age of 14 years, according to ENTIA 2005, 36.1 per cent of those workers are below this age. Something positive to note is that in 2007 the Nicaraguan Institute Social Security issued a resolution (No. 076-2007) through which directs the incorporation of adolescents workers from 14 years to compulsory social insurance scheme. 

7.3. Street Children. 

In Nicaragua exists, according to figures from the Ministry of Family, about 25 thousand girls, children and adolescents at risk in the streets. The MIFAM not have a policy for prevention and reduction of street children and youth gangs (gangs). This institution has a public safety programme sub-component in reducing violence and juvenile crime, which aims to help improve public safety by supporting the reduction of violence through the interagency and intersectoral coordination. 

7.4. Sexual Exploitation and Trafficking 

In 2005 initiated the development of the Penal Code and CONAPINA organized several workshops with Government institutions and organizations of society and cooperation agencies in order to work the “Motions to draft new Penal Code related to freedom and sexual integrity of children”. 
It included the criminalization of sexual violence crimes, child pornography, trafficking of children and commercial sexual exploitation. Final approval was achieved in April 2006 by the National Assembly. 

Several studies have been undertaken on the issue of sexual exploitation and human trafficking prepared by ILO-IPEC, CODENI, UNICEF and Save the Children. Was approved the National Plan against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children 2003-2008, which was organized into five areas for action: prevention, detection, protection, care and sanction. This plan takes into consideration the Declaration and Agenda for Action and the Yokohama Global Commitment, adopted at the 2nd World Congress against Commercial Sexual Exploitation Against children, on October 31, 2001.   

In 2004, was created  the National Coalition  Against Trafficking in Persons instance coordinated by the Ministry of Governance, joint space between Government institutions, NGOs and cooperation agencies that has been operating during the entire period. It has a Strategic Plan 2005-2007, to which resources have not been allocated for implementation and was not evaluated.

 CODENIs member organizations, related to the topic followed up the same across the performances from our organizations and the coordination between us established. In 2008 at the Third World Congress of ECPAT, where national progress is assessed, CODENI prepared the document "Contributions of Civil Society Organizations to the National Plan against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of children and adolescents 2003-2008” which is compilation of the civil society actions to implementation and recommendations for its continuity. In fact this Action Plan has not been evaluated among all stakeholders. 

During the period, progress was made in the disposition to improve regulatory frameworks and procedures in institutions e.g. in 2005 the Directorate of Legal Aid created the Investigation Department of Special Crimes responsible, inter alia, of cases of exploitation and sexual trafficking. 

In the same year, the Commissariat for Women and Children developed protocols, standards and procedures for comprehensive care for survivors of violence and the Police Procedures Manual for the specialized care for victims of violence. In 2006, the Public Ministry organized the Victim Care Unit and the Ministry of Family developed normative and methodological tools for Special Protection of Children and Adolescents. The elaboration of the manual for repatriation of victims of trafficking was coordinated between the members of the National Coalition against Trafficking in Persons.
Actions were carried out simultaneously training the staff of the General Directorate of Migration and Alienage and National Police. Together with the Ministry of Labour has conducted monitoring of the places where it is presumed sexual exploitation of girls and adolescents, and direct actions have been coordinated with the National Police. The Nicaraguan Institute of Tourism (INTUR) proposed tourism entrepreneurs to adopt a Code of Conduct as part of corporate social responsibility, and detect the admission of girls and adolescents for sexual exploitation in their facilities. 

Workers of care and protection services has articulated joint training processes and shared actions protocols. And basically worked on the restoration of the integrity of girls and adolescent victims and from them the best recommendations have been obtained to respect their privacy throughout the whole process lived. 

One of the biggest challenges facing the social reintegration in the child or adolescent and their own families is the result in judicial proceedings.   The analysis of sentencing for crimes of domestic and sexual violence and civil suits regarding family ", states that in 599 trials for sexual offense against girls, children and adolescents, only 28 per cent of the aggressors were damning verdict, and more than half were acquitted. The same analysis reflected from 1.077 criminal cases, 407 corresponded to the offence of sexual abuse and of these 44 per cent of the victims were young women between 13 and 18 years and the 27.92 per cent are girls between 2 and 12 years old.

Currently services for attention to victims of commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking lies in civil society organizations.  There are 5 shelters nationwide that operates providing care for adult women survivors and 3 for girls and adolescents.  The costs of care and the social reintegration are entirely financed with foreign aid funds, including psychological and legal support for their families for access to justice. Another topic of concern to the issue of trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation is related to the security staff, both in the workplace and in their own homes.

The MIFAM, created the 133 toll-free line to provide psychological counseling and legal advice to population especially children and adolescents victims of trafficking or at risks. 

7.5. Administration of Juvenile Justice 

The Supreme Court of Justice is the body specialized in the implementation of specialized Criminal Justice for Adolescents, together with the Public Ministry and the Public Defender have taken significant steps in the harmonization of the justice system for adolescents with the approach of the Convention and other standards established by United Nations on juvenile justice. To follow up the implementation of the Specialized Penal Justice, the Supreme Court created the Monitoring Office under the supervision of two judges appointed to serve this area. 

Resources, have been designated, though still much more to apply properly what is established in the Code on children and adolescents. And as recommended by the Committee, has completed the installation of 18 adolescents courts as established the law, 16 are in departmental capitals and one in each Autonomous Region. Moreover, given the need to provide coverage to population of remote areas of the Caribbean population, been appointed Secretary of Law to address these cases in the town of Siuna.  

Professional technical staff has gradually been completed; e.g. in three departments and the two Autonomous Regions courts have the whole interdisciplinary team. (Judicial personnel, psychologist and social worker) in those where there is only psychologist in 16 Specialized Courts, there is close coordination with the National Police to work with family and community and psycho-social studies.  In the 18 Courts were created the Monitoring Office of Execution of Sentences and there have been developed the Manual of Procedures of the Multidisciplinary Teams and of the Monitoring Office. 

The Committee recommends the use of deprivation of liberty as a last recourse. In the application of criminal justice is priority the application of social and educational measures, leaving the deprivation of liberty as an extreme measure only in the most serious crimes; e.g. to a total of 505 adolescents with sentence are reported to December 2009, of which only 65 were detained. The most common socio-educational measures are: assisted freedom; inclusion in a programme of education and family support. These measures are generally coordinated by organizations NGOs working in the prevention of violence, or work on preventive action with youth groups at risk.  

Another positive aspect is the decrease in income of causes in adolescents Courts, which went from 5.305 in 2004 to 3.264 in 2008. The reduction in income of causes is the result of coordinated efforts between the Judiciary and the National Police, prevention, and monitoring the implementation of social and educational measures. This is the result of work undertaken by the Directorate of Youth Affairs of the National Police established in 2003. This instance has specialized staff in coordination with the Commissariat for Women and Children and the Judiciary, a comprehensive approach of the phenomenon, which includes work with the family and community and care for adolescents and youth through monitoring, psycho-social support and opportunities to be insert  in cultural programmes, sports, education, promoting new forms of coexistence, achieving between 2003 and 2008 to guide more than eight thousand adolescents and youth to peace processes. 

Efforts are aimed to create separate areas for adolescents in different department locations of the National Prison System, and although they have improved the conditions of cells, much remains. Survey Report conducted by the Ombudsman Office of Human Rights, reports that most of the prisons and Police stations, deprived of their liberty are held in cells that do not provide the minimum conditions of space, ventilation and hygienic sanitation. In addition, inmates complain of the insufficient and poor quality of food they receive.  

The Committee recommends monitoring of mistreatment of adolescents in conflict with the Penal Law. On 24 July 2007 was admitted the request (4614-02) filed by the Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL) and  Casa Alianza before the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) against the Republic of Nicaragua for alleged violations of the rights to life, personal integrity, personal freedom, judicial guarantees, children’s right, judicial protection and progressive development together with the violation of the obligation to respect the rights foreseen in  the American Convention on Human Rights in detriment of the adolescent Wilmer Antonio Gonzalez Rojas, who committed suicide in the Detention Center of Tipitapa in Managua, Nicaragua.
 In 2008 the Supreme Court received the complaint of abuse against 13 adolescents detainees in the prison system in Managua from one of the guardians. 

All prison staff has been trained, there are regulatory guidelines that must be respected and available in the justice system, however, the mistreatment facts occur. 

As regards the right of access to justice in their own language, although it can be mentioned as a breakthrough that the courts in the Autonomous Regions have translators and made efforts to recruit native staff, where the accused adolescent belongs to an ethnic minority is not guaranteeing this right. Moreover, as expressed adolescents surveyed, translators work leans often to facilitate judicial work and does ensure the guarantees of the accused. 

These advances in the adolescent criminal justice evidence the establishment of mechanisms for cooperation and coordination between State institutions, NGOs and international cooperation. 

7.6. Children belonging to indigenous groups 

Along the supplementary report on each of the chapters and subsections CODENI has attempted to provide information contributing with the Committee on the Rights of the Child to learn  and have an overview on children belonging to indigenous groups, and issue recommendations. 
CONCLUSIONS 

1.- A country undergoing demographic transition. Although there are significant changes in population structure by age, as a whole, the population under 18 years continues to have a significant demographic weight. There is an accelerated growth of adolescent and young population which puts the country before an invaluable opportunity for development with a large population in productive age. 

 2.- Nicaragua remains a country with deep social inequities. During the period the national economy showed moderate growth with a slight impact on poverty reduction, and at the end was affected by the global economic crisis. Children and adolescents in general have been most affected, exacerbating the effect on those in greatest poverty status, because their families lack the most basic resources to meet contingencies. 

Revenue remittances were a key complement to household income for their daily consumption, education, health, housing improvements, some investments and savings. The effect of the crisis at the countries to which Nicaraguan families migrate, has had its effect in reducing the flow of remittances and children and adolescents are most affected.  There is no information on the situation of children and Adolescent children of emigrants. 

3 .- There is significant progress, but not at the pace, intensity and depth as required by the situation of children and adolescents in Nicaragua. Progress was made in the legal adjustments, creation of public policies and national plans but they did not institutionalized. The privatization of social services continued, although at the end of the period this changed, and lacked follow-up specialized instances. 

4.-Requires greater investment in children and adolescents. Advances were made in improving budgetary allocation, but persists the rupture between social policy and economic policy. The percentages in the budget on health and education are still very low.  

5. There are no mechanisms for monitoring the CRC or information relating to the implementation of the rights of the child. The performance of the National Comprehensive Care and Protection of Children and Adolescents CONAPINA had little endorsement and ended the period not operating. It was invested in the creation, installation and formation of human resources for enablement of the Registration Information System on the Rights of the Child from CONAPINA, but not carried out.

6.- The progress in the legal framework facing the state's weakness in institutional matters. In last six years we find weakened institutions, lacking information and records, and in other cases the statistics are, but not publicly available, high rotation of human resources and limited capacity for intersectoral and inter-institutional articulation. The recommendations of the Third Supplementary Report issued by the Committee on the Rights of the Child had a slow process of implementation, and progress achieved are resulted from the labor undertaken by civil society organizations, international cooperation and monitoring by the Special Ombudsman for the Protection of Children and Adolescents

 7.-There is no appropriation of the role as guarantor. In general, State institutions have acted without proper direction on the implementation of the Rights of the Child in its role as guarantor.

 8.- Alerts before situations of children and adolescents: 

• The difficult access and completion of secondary and technical education, limits young  

   people able to enter the labour market to compete for best revenues.

• Violence in school.

• Services for attention to victims of commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking  

   lies in civil society organizations.

• The biggest challenges facing the social reintegration process in the child or adolescent  

   and their families is the result of judicial processes.

 

 RECOMMENDATIONS 

1.- Implementing the Recommendations of the Committee on Rights of the Child. That the Nicaraguan State accomplishes the commitments and obligations derived from the CRC, implementing the recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child to the Third periodic report considered at its 39th Session, 2005 and subsequent recommendations. 

2.- Establish the mechanism for follow up the Rights of the Child, reactivate the National Council for Comprehensive Care and Protection of Children and Adolescents, as established by law, allocating the resources necessary for its full operation.
3.- Establish Information System to follow up the Rights of the Child. Creating by law the National Information System on Child Rights allocating resources and responsibility to the institutions guarantors of social policy. 

4.- Major Investment in Children and Adolescents: That the State of Nicaragua makes a fiscal reform to count on a progressive tributary system, where those who earn more pay more. To renegotiated internal debt, and that resources released from the same be intended for children and adolescents. 

5.- Promote  access, quality and equity of secondary and technical education to benefit the access of young people in better conditions to the labour market. Increase budgets for these educational modalities. 
6.- Build and implement comprehensive strategies that restrain problems of health in adolescents. Establishing national policies and programmes to contribute with the prevention of STDs, HIV, pregnancies, addictions and violence.

7.- Advance with legal adjustments. To advance in the creation of new legal frameworks in accordance with the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child as the Family Code, the Civil Registry Act and Civil Code reform over the age for marriage, equalizing both sexes.

8.- Against Discrimination. That the State of Nicaragua comply and enforce the Political Constitution, the Code on Children and the legal framework in general terms of equality of children, girls and adolescents who are victims of discrimination by their age, gender, socio-economic status, race and ethnicity, particularly those living in the Autonomous Regions of Nicaragua's Caribbean. 

9.- Endorsement to the work of NGOs as partners and co-actors in the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Code for Children and Public Policies for children and adolescents.
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