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1. Introduction

1.1 The Consortium for Street Children:

The Consortium for Street Children (CSC) is the leading international member-based network dedicated to advocating, promoting and campaigning for the rights of street-involved children. We are committed to creating a better and sustainable future for some of the most disadvantaged and stigmatised children by working together to inform and inspire research and action that influences police and best practice worldwide. 
1.2 Who is a ‘street child’?

There is no international agreement on the definition of ‘street children’, and the label of ‘street children’ is increasingly recognized by sociologists and anthropologists to be a socially constructed category that in reality does not form a clearly defined, homogeneous population or phenomenon. The earliest definitions and categories of street children include: 
· Children ‘of the street’ (street-living children) who sleep in public spaces, without their families;
· Children ‘on the street’ (street-working children), who work on the streets during the day and return to their family home to sleep; 
· ‘Street-family children’ who live with their family on the streets. 

But research and practice have surfaced an enormous variation in children’s experiences and considerable overlap between these three groups: for example some children live on the streets all the time, others only occasionally or seasonally, while others move between home, street and welfare shelters. Some retain strong links with their families; others have broken or lost all contact
. 
1.3 How many are there?
Estimating numbers of ‘street children’ is fraught with difficulties. In 1989, UNICEF estimated 100 million children were growing up on urban streets around the world. 14 years later UNICEF reported: ‘The latest estimates put the numbers of these children as high as 100 million’
. And even more recently: ‘The exact number of street children is impossible to quantify, but the figure almost certainly runs into tens of millions across the world. It is likely that the numbers are increasing.’

1.4 How are they counted?

Definitional problems, children’s elusiveness and other difficulties in distinguishing ‘street children’ from other inhabitants of public spaces are compounded by the nonstandardized use of data collection methods. Some studies for example count children only found in public spaces, others include street children resident in welfare shelters. These undermine data reliability. Even for basic headcounts, researchers need to be trained observers with a good knowledge of a city’s streets, and teams need to be well-coordinated to avoid repeat counting since numbers counted in a single city can double, triple or show even greater disparities between studies.

1.5 Street children in Nigeria

Nigeria is the largest Sub-Saharan country on the African continent and is estimated to have a population of over 120 million. Despite being rich in natural resources, poverty is endemic with the majority of people living on less than $1 a day
. This has direct implications for children, with many being sent out onto the street to ‘hawk’ goods or engage in other forms of work to supplement the family income. These street-working children make up the majority of children on the streets, though there is a growing number whose sole means of existence is the street. This growing trend, which sees children spending most of their time on the streets begging or hawking (i.e. selling goods and services on the streets) reflects not only levels of poverty within the country but also the effects of social upheaval, years of cultural and ethnic conflict, urbanization and the breakdown of the traditional extended family system.
According to The African Network on Prevention and Protection against Child Abuse and Neglect, Nigerian office (ANPPCAN), ‘The number of children who live and sleep on the streets has been on the increase in most major urban areas in Nigeria. There are so many locations in which children are found to be living on the street.  Street families are also becoming prominent in certain urban slum areas.  These destitute families can be found living under bridges, in public toilets and in markets.  There is a near absence of social support to families, especially female headed single parent households.  Their children too are in extremely precarious condition and urgently require intervention and assistance.’ 

2. Family environment and alternative care
2.1. Assessment
The Committee’s concluding observations to Nigeria (38th session, 13 April 2005) noted with concern that the numbers of street children in Nigeria were increasing, and regretted the lack of information about specific mechanisms and measures to address their situation by the State party. It was recommended that:
· the State party undertake a comprehensive study of street children and develop a strategy to address the issue;

· ensuring that street children received the necessary nutrition, clothing housing, healthcare and education;

· ensuring that street children be provided with recovery and reintegration services, and protection from police brutality. 
Studies have shown the parents of street children to be largely lowly educated and employed in unskilled work, often making it necessary for children to work instead of attending school to contribute to a family’s overall income.
 In one study, nearly 70% of children interviewed cited parental inability to meet their expectations as their reason for working on the streets, indicating the importance of parental and family situations on the impact of children taking to the streets.
  

Furthermore an estimated eight million Nigerian children live in almajiri, an Islamic school
system common in northern Nigeria, which has been blamed for a rise in the number of beggars in the urban centers of mainly Muslim northern Nigeria. The teachers known as mallams are known to send children into the street to beg for money for the upkeep of the school, a practice which both minimises the children’s opportunities for education and exposes them to the dangers of life on the streets.
 CSC commends the State party for having undertaken a report in 2007 entitled “Innovative child protection intervention on the almajiri child”, which highlighted interventions and best practice to dealing with this issue, and that steps has been taken by the Bauchi state prohibiting the exploitation of children through the Almajiri practice. 
CSC commends the State party for having carried out a pilot survey undertaken by ‘the UNICEF CRC Chair National Baseline Survey on Child Protection Issues’ in three states. The pilot survey identified the status of street children, where they live, the problems they face and the reasons for them not being in school. CSC also commends the State party for reintegrating 15 street children with their families, while supporting others to go to school, as well as establishing five rehabilitation and drop in centres for street children.  
2.2. Recommendations: 
· That the Federal Government recognise the growing numbers of street children and take all appropriate measures to address their situation by: 
· Undertake a more comprehensive and in-depth study and statistical analysis than the initial 2006 pilot survey, on the causes and scope of the phenomenon of street children in Nigeria, and develop a national strategy to support those children already living on the streets and further prevent other children from taking to the streets. The State party report states that the results of the survey is being employed as “an advocacy tool for programming, creating fresh policies and legal interventions for vulnerable and at-risk children”, although there is no further information about what exactly this looks like in practice;
· Ensuring that all street children are provided with adequate nutrition, clothing, housing, health care and educational opportunities. This will include an increase in rehabilitation and drop in centers for street children and reintegration services where suitable. These services can only be successful and uphold the rights of the child if the views of the child is taken into account and supported by professional and long-term psycho-social support and family mediation.
· Develop and implement wide-ranging police training on street children’s rights, needs and protection issues. The 2006 pilot report found that one of the major problems faced by street children were ‘arrest and harassment’. The State party report does not mention any tangible steps that have been taken to address this issue;
· Seek advice, expertise and best practice from NGOs on the above issues, such as CSC (including CSC member Stepping Stones Nigeria), and other local NGOs. 
· Recognising that existing models of care can fail to address the individual complexities of street children’s lives;  it is therefore recommended that more sustainable approaches with young people on the street are explored, rather than ‘quick fix’ rehabilitation or institutionalized care-based approaches.  A key aspect of children’s participation is the right to information in order to make decisions about their own best interests. Implementing the rights of children including street children, to information, knowledge, and understanding about such risks as unwanted or unprotected sex, HIV/AIDS, and substance and drugs usage, will assist them in making safer decisions. Not   taking children’s views  into account or not involving them in decision making is one reason why many children who are (forcibly) returned to their families return to the streets.
· The State party take the necessary steps to ensure that all states pass and implement laws prohibiting  the exploitation of children through the Almajiri practice, and that perpetrators are brought to justice;

· Working towards the implementation of the Child Rights Act in all states of Nigeria, with a particular focus on street children. 

Special Protection Measures
3.1. Assessment

CSC is extremely concerned that the State party report does not mention the disturbing and escalating issue of children being stigmatised as witches, and subsequently abused, abandoned and killed. A high number of children are left to fend for themselves on the streets, either running away or being turned away from their homes because of the belief in witches and wizards. 
Following a documentary shown on UK Channel 4 Dispatches programme which followed the work of CSC member, Stepping Stones Nigeria, the issue was brought to the attention of the world. The documentary showed the massive issue of child witchcraft stigmatisations in the state of Akwa Ibom, where self-proclaimed pastors brand children as witches and blame them for a community’s and individual’s problems for financial gain. CSC commends the state Governor of Akwa Ibom for swiftly implementing the Child Rights Act following the documentary, including making it illegal to brand a child a witch. Several public enlightenment campaigns have also been carried out and some self-proclaimed pastors arrested under the new law. 
3.2. Recommendations:

· The State party recognise the extremely worrying problem of child witchcraft stigmatisations, abuse and abandonment in Nigeria and take the following steps to alleviate the problem:

· Criminalising all child witchcraft stigmatization and any resultant abuse under national and state legislation and that perpetrators are swiftly brought to justice;
· Providing children accused of witchcraft and abandoned with adequate nutrition, clothing, housing, health care and educational opportunities, as well as psycho-social support by trained professionals. This must also include protecting and supporting NGOs in this endeavour as well;
· Develop and implement wide-ranging public enlightenment campaigns and regulation of church set ups and activities. 
Conclusion
CSC commends the State party for having taken some initial steps to understand the street children phenomenon by undertaking a pilot survey in 2006 in three areas, opening some rehabilitation and drop in centres, and undertaking some family reintegration and educational opportunities for street children. However, in order for the State party to fully support and uphold the rights of street involved children CSC believes that it is vital that the State party undertake a fully comprehensive and in depth study and statistical analysis of the street children phenomenon in Nigeria, and subsequently develop a national street children strategy, which will also include police training. It is suggested that the State party seek the advice and expertise of NGOs such as the CSC to develop such a strategy and training. 
CSC strongly recommends the State party consider supporting innovative ways of working with street children. Research has shown that, ‘reaching children where they are’ and ‘children’s participation’ are key first steps before other services can start to be offered. 
 Developing the capacity of organizations working with street children is part of a strategy that the State party could/should/be recommended to adopt that works within the framework of the CRC. 
In the 20th anniversary year of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, there are still many many adults worldwide, who view children as their ‘property’ – to be exploited, abused, directed as they desire. It is therefore imperative that child and youth workers consult, have dialogue, and reach agreement with children and youth in agreeing upon interventions. This is the only way to ensure that responses are based on a sound understanding of and respect for the child and his situation. 

CSC strongly recommend that the State party considers and recognise the extremely worrying issue of children being stigmatised as witches in Nigeria, and that they urgently take all necessary steps to alleviate the problem by making it illegal to brand a child a witch on a national and state level, bringing perpetrators to justice, meeting the children’s physical and psychological needs, and develop public enlightenment campaigns. 
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