SUB-REGIONAL SEMINAR ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
Buenos Aires, Argentina, 28-30 November 2005

The sub-regional seminar on the implementation of the concluding observations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child that took place in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from 28 to 30 November 2005 was a success from many points of view. Over 150 people from ten South American countries, including Government representatives, members of parliaments, national human rights institutions, international and grass-root NGOs, journalists, UN agencies, and UN experts participated in the event. The seminar was organized by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in collaboration with Plan International, the United Nations Children’s Fund, the Committee on the Rights of the Child and the Government of Argentina. The World Health Organization, the United Nations Division for the Advancement of Women, the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Institute of the Child were represented.  
This large participation fostered the creation of new synergies at the regional level around the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Visibility of the Committee and its Concluding Observations and regional synergies for their implementation
The high level of the resource persons and panellists, the expertise of the participants and the fact that everybody communicated in Spanish, ensured the quality of the debates and the focus on child rights. The Seminar increased visibility in the region of child rights, the Convention, the Committee and its recommendations and provided a framework for the creation and strengthening of regional networks. A number of side-meetings were organized between experts, Government representatives of State parties who will present a report in the Committee in the near future, NGOs and agency representatives. In Argentina, the Seminar coincided with a consultation organized by the Ministry of Justice and Human Rights on the implementation of the new “law of integral protection of children”. The Secretary of State for Human Rights also presented a report on activities undertaken by Argentina to implement the CRC Concluding Observations since 2002. The national coalitions of NGOs for the implementation of the Convention as well as the national human rights institutions invited to the seminar held preparatory meetings, respectively in Peru and in Paraguay, prior to the Seminar.
Move forward in child rights
The recommendations adopted at the end of the Seminar reflect the discussions that took place in the five working groups. They include ideas aimed at strengthening the implementation of the concluding observations, such as the creation of a Regional Alliance for the Rights of Children and Adolescents. Specific issues, such as the minimum age of criminal responsibility among others, generated lively debates.
The working group on child and adolescent health, led by Mr. Liwski, vice-chairperson of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, adopted a recommendation that aimed at recognizing the binding nature of the concluding observations. It also recommended that laws and policies specifically focusing on child and adolescent health be developed. Laws that currently deal with child and adolescent health – usually included within the family laws and public health programmes – should be revised from a child rights perspective, with a gender focus, and modified when necessary.
The working group on education, led by Mr. Muñoz, Special Rapporteur of the UN Commission on Human Rights on the Right to Education, stressed the need to promote early childhood education (0-6 years) - that is not easily accessible in the region - as early childhood education is critical to ensure equal opportunities when starting primary education and to reduce drop-outs in schools. Quality of education and appropriate budget allocation for education were identified as key priorities for the region. It was recommended that public debate be encouraged and that civil society participate in the elaboration of the budget.
The working group on economic and sexual exploitation, led by Ms. Ortiz, member of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, recommended that, after their adoption, the concluding observations be debated and discussed in a parliamentary hearing. It also stressed that these recommendations should be more specific and concrete, and contain indicators which would allow States parties to measure their progress in the implementation of child rights. To prevent child labour, stronger legal and social protection of families was recommended, as well as the evaluation of the impact that fiscal policies and free trade agreements may have on child labour.

The working group on juvenile justice, led by Ms. Sardenberg, former member of the Committee, emphasized that States parties to the Convention should effectively adopt a human rights-based approach to juvenile justice. The respect of the rights of the children in conflict with the law should be of utmost concern, deprivation of liberty should be exceptional, and fair trial guarantees should be fully implemented.
The working group on violence, led by Mr. Pinheiro, Independent expert leading the Secretary-General’s Study on Violence against Children and member of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, recommended the establishment of coordination mechanisms in the preparation and elaboration of the study on violence against children and the study on violence against women. It also recommended the participation of children in all activities related to the protection of their rights. It suggested the redaction of an annual report about media coverage on violence against children.
The report, containing a narrative part and the recommendations, will be published shortly in Spanish, English and French.
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