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TABLE OF ACRONYMS

	АOSS
	Adolescents who offer sexual services

	IOM
	International Organization for Migration 

	MOI
	Ministry of Interior

	MLSP
	Ministry of Labor and Social Policy

	MCSR
	Inter-Municipal Center for Social Work

	NGO
	Non-governmental organization

	OPSC
	Optional Protocol for the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution
and Child Pornography

	OG
	Non-governmental organization Open Gate

	RM
	Republic of Macedonia

	STIs
	Sexually Iransmitted Infections

	UNICEF
	Fund for Children of the United Nations 

	CSW
	Center for Social Work


INTRODUCTION 

The Alternative Report by the non-profit organizations to the Initial child State Report of Republic of Macedonia after the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Children’s Rights of the on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography has been prepared by the National Alliance for Children's Rights - Republic of Macedonia - NACR (non-formal Alliance established in 1997) as part of a project activity of the First Children's Embassy in the World MEGJASHI. For the needs to prepare the report in 2009, this NACR was renewed and extended with new member organizations and two coalitions (all of them are new, except for the Council for Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency from Kavadarci and the First Children’s Embassy in the World MEGJASHI).

21 civil society organizations and 2 coalitions of civil society organizations took part in the process of preparation of the Alternative Report:

1. Association for Democratic Initiative (ADI) - Gostivar 

2. Association for Health Education and Research - HERA - Skopje 

3. Coalition All for Fair Trials - Skopje (a coalition of 17 NGOs) 

4. Council for Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency – Kavadarci

5. Center for Balkan Cooperation "LOJA" - Tetovo 

6. Center for Civic Initiative - Prilep 

7. Center for Human Rights and Conflict Resolution – Skopje

8. Center for Sustainable Development Porta - Strumica 

9. First Children's Embassy in the World Megjashi - Skopje 

10. Helsinki Committee for Human Rights of the Republic of Macedonia - Skopje 

11. HOPS Options for Healthy Life - Skopje 

12. Humanitarian Association Mother - Kumanovo 

13. Humanitarian and Charitable Association of Roma in Macedonia Mesechina - Gostivar 

14. Humanitarian and Charitable Association of Roma in Macedonia Mesechina - Debar 

15. Lifestart - Bitola 

16. Macedonia Without Discrimination (Union of 11 NGOs) 

17. Open Gate - La Strada - Skopje 

18. Open the Windows - Skopje 

19. Post Polio Support Group Polio Plus - Skopje 

20. Phurt – Delcevo

21. Shelter Center - Skopje 

22. Women's Civic Initiative Antico - Kicevo 

23. Youth Educational Forum - Skopje 


During this report preparation in relation to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Children’s Rights on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography has been included only the State, not the non-governmental organizations. The report is composed through data and everyday practices which are arising from the experience of 23 non-governmental organizations which took part in providing of the report.

Although the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Children’s Rights on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography was adopted in New York, on 25 May 2000, and was ratified by the Republic of Macedonia on 17 October 2003, still is not widespread in public. The public institutions (schools, health institutions, courts, centers for social work, etc.) are not acquainted with this Optional Protocol and in accordance with this they are not using these practices.

The parents and children also generally not acquainted with this protocol, which represent a huge failure by the Government, because they are directly concerned in the articles prescribed by this protocol.

GENERAL DIRECTIONS

The coalition compliments the bringing of The National Plan for Action for child protection from sexual abuse and pedophilia and the Government’s efforts for fast and efficient implementation. However we must emphasize the insufficient transparency and no affirmation of this National Plan, as well as no affirmation of the Optional protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. Also, it should be mentioned that the National Plan for Action is not incorporated into the implementation of the specific obligations arising from the OPSC, neither is taken into consideration the Declaration and Agenda for action and global commitment adopted at the first and second World Congress against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children. (Stockholm, 1996; Yokohama 2001). 

There is no appropriate care about the children, victims of sexual abuse, pedophilia and human trafficking. Often, the child who is victim is going back in his family, in the same place where he had previously suffered. That means to endure additional pressure from the domestic family for the violence – rape and possibility therefore to be forced to stay silent. Macedonia does not have special State institutions for children who are victims of sexual abuse, for the victims of domestic violence and sexual abuse. 

Example 1:

Such was the case with the xx person who was victim of human trafficking in Zhelino, country near to Tetovo. After she was discovered and was submitting criminal act against executants, the little girl was restored in her home, in the same home that she escaped of and by the information from the Center of social work which provided unofficial data that her parents has been included in that networking of trade. Nether with the girl or with her parents has been worked by the competent services because of the lack of technical equipment and about invitations for discussions which have been send, nobody has not answered. 

It is necessary for the institutions of the system to be carefull towards the children victims of sexual abuse. If the procedure among the competent institutions is inappropriate and unprofessional performed or if the child is exposed with the factor of the violence - represents replication of the violence, child has stand additional mental violence and from the mental institution itself or from individual professional persons involved in the procedure. We recommended attestation in special screen room in presence of a judge, social worker and police inspector in civilian clothes. The judge will be allowed by the video materials and argumentation to not expose the victim with the factor of the violence even at the insistence of the defense. Also the court punishment is achieving the legal minimum often and always isn’t correspondent. 

3. DATA, ANALYSIS AND STATISTICS 

3.1 Secret Prostitution and Human Trafficking 

The results of the survey "Assessment of the views and findings of the pupils in secondary schools for the phenomenon of hidden prostitution and human trafficking " was confirmed the hidden prostitution among youth: 33.2% replied that thay know persons that for some certain material or other compensation offered sexual services, of which 58.7% responded that it is about peer. 5.1% of the total number confirmed that they had been personally offered with material compensation for sexual services

The presumptions have been verified that large number of young people believes that would have a better future abroad (65.1%) and 33.6% already consider the chance for work abroad. Therefore, a large part of the young people are not aware of the risks with whom they can confront if they leave abroad and is mainly rely on information that circulate within their group of peers, thereto without completely clear picture of the differences in voluntary prostitution and human trafficking, considering that a huge part of victims of human ttrafficking are fault of their own (47.1%), so because of that they don’t believe that may become a victim of human trafficking (75,8%).

Unfortunately, so far the public is rather asked about existence of these appearance, nor is signaled that need to act in this direction, so because of that there is lack of actions for the prevention of them.

Recommendation 1:

Creation of preventive activities that would be directed by the following:

· Organizing public campaign in order to open the question about hidden prostitution and human trafficking among youth in the public and increase awareness for the existence of these appearance

· Initiate coordination of multi sectoral approaches to the problem of hidden prostitution and human trafficking among high-school population on the principle of shared responsibility with inclusion of all relevant stakeholders (parents, educational institutions, relevant ministries, local non-governmental organizations and international organizations who have been worked on the problem and etc)

· Training and inclusion of the media as an most powerful instrument in actualization of the problem

· Developing specific programs directed towards the neutralization of the social and economic factors that lead to dissatisfaction, lack of perspective and need to head abroad - poverty, unemployment, etc.

The past few years the problem with human trafficking has experienced with change. Macedonia was transit and destination country for victims of human trafficking of South-Eastern Europe mainly because of the sexual exploitation. According to the information from the Ministry of Interior, in the past few years was reduced the number of foreign citizens, victims of human trafficking, on account of the increasing number of Macedonian citizens who are trafficked in Macedonia. It’s a question of interior human trafficking, where the Macedonian girls, mainly juvenile is one of the trade in other regions of Macedonia.

During the 2008, was discovered ten offenses and 25 offenders, of which nine are crimes of "trafficking with a juvenile, committed by 21 offender and one criminal act of "human trafficking”, made of four offenders. The discovered cases in this area, comparative with last year have trend of increasing for three times.

In 2007 has been discovered a few acts of "human trafficking”. In all cases, most of the victims are Macedonian citizens and they are between 8 and 17 years.

The largest number of the girls from Skopje – is eight, and the other are from Gevgelija, Stip, Kavadarci and Resen. In all cases, most of the victims  were exploited by the owners of restaurants and worked as waitresses, dancers or chaperon of the guests, four of them were sexually exploited and physically harassed and, in one case, two of the victims were sexually exploited with the permission of the parent, while in the last implemented case, the girl since has been taken abroad, was sexually exploited and physically abused by "supposed" husband and his relatives. 

The study in 2006, conducted by UNICEF, has concluded on the basis of all available data that between 2002 and 2006 about 85 children with Macedonian origin have been subject of human trafficking within Macedonia or in other destinations. In the study, it has been said that Macedonia is not the only destination and country of transit, but is is also a country of origin where the illegal children trafficking exist. According to all children-victims of illegal trafficking, the study assumes that the total victims of illegal trafficking are about 155 (85 Macedonian foreign and 70 children). In relation with the statistical data from International Organization for Migration (IOM) in Macedonia up till now have been registered 771 cases of human trafficking of which 100 (or 12.9 per cent) are juveniles.

However, it must be mentioned that there are differences in the criteria used for identification of  the victims of human trafficking by the government, NGOs and multilateral agencies, which sometimes lead to differences in the statistics about the number of victims in the country. 

This fact has been confirmed by the statistics of the Open Gatef for 2008. Namely, from total 11 accommodated and assisted  wards, 10 were juvenile Macedonian citizens, with different nationalities and they come from poor and dysfunctional families.

State institutions have not developed psycho-social programs for children victims of human trafficking.

The NGO is providing psycho-social assistance and support through different individual programs to the children victims of human trafficking, and they are housed in place secured by Open Gate. For each child has been prepared an individual plan with all segments (basis for basic hygiene, how to behave towards peers and older people, style for dressing, mutual tolerance and tolerance to another person, return to normal flow of living (these persons has disturbed bioritam), regular diet, inclusion in the education process and point out  the need for education, establishment of contacts with family and close relatives, going back to the environment and her acceptance.)

Recommendation 2: 

The implementation of the preventive programs for increasing the public sense is necessary and should be undertaken activities for functioning directly to the basic agent of children trafficking, such as poverty, social inclusion, insufficient access to education and other services. 

It is necessary to establish specialized centers for the children who are victim of human trafficking  where they will have appropriate programs for rehabilitation and reintegration.

3.2 Sexual violence and Pedophilia 

According to the information which we have registered in public and from the calls of SOS phone for children and youth 0800 1 2222 by the First children's embassy in the world Megjashi, there is two or three cases of sexual violence and pedophilia in week on average against children in Macedonia. The number is alarming. Especially we are concerned by the fact that this year are detected cases with incest from the closest relatives of the victims or the parents. 

In such case, the child victim is faced with a chaos and the chaos is getting bigger if the person who made the violence is not in prison, if the child is returned to the family which made pressure to dismiss the statement, if the child goes through hard and long process of giving statements several times for the rape,if is not taken in some other environment where he can be protected maximum.

It is necessary for the child to be placed in some institution appropriate for children victims of sexual abuse and domestic violence or family home. And exactly, centers for Social Work have key role. First, in the early detecting on the situation in families, and secondly finding appropriate place for the child victim of sexual abuse on time, and then in their rehabilitation, resocialization and reintegration in society.

During 2008, from the total number of calls (360) on the free-line SOS for children and young people, 39.5% are related with some kind of form of violence against children.

In 2009, we have call for case of young people which have stressed their own examples of abuse through internet: 

· on their  e-mail address through Hi5 profile (stealing the identity - drilling the password and provide information that can not be written by the author of address) 

· Through Hi5 profile (placing strange photos and is presenting himself as an author of the address) 

· examples during the educations in schools through Macedonia, where children and young shared experience in drilled passwords, invitations of online acquired friends for meeting, using photos with other name, etc..


There are no such researches and concrete statistical data about this matter in our country, but there is already evidence of increased number of reports upon this matter.     

Recommendation 3:

· Higher and stringent penalties to be brought by the judges for the people who made sexual violence - life imprisonment; 


· Ruling stricter and higher sentences for the child sexual abusers – life prison term by the judges;                                       

· Implementing additional measures for child protection from paedophiles returned from prison by using experiences from around the world;  

· Building a central register for evidencing all reported cases and child sexual felonies;                   

· Social work centres to be mobile and effective in detecting families at risk and their continuous monitoring, as in overtaking appropriate measures in order to act preventively. They can give great contribution in child abuse prevention;                                  

· Creating a system for early abuse detection and enforcing the services for providing direct help to the children – victims of abuse;  

· Opening special centres for children – victims of sexual abuse and paedophilia and providing care and rehabilitation especially in the first 72 hours;         

· 24 hours active work and participation of the SWC with the children – victims of sexual abuse;         

· Forming guardian families for the children – victims of sexual abuse, paedophilia and incest in all of the RM cities.       

4. GENERAL IMPLEMENTATION MEASURES

In spite of the ever frequently exposure and taking paedophiles in custody by the police, as well as the recent changes in Criminal Law which provide far more severe punishments, the judges still grant minimal verdicts. The media constantly reports about these cases, but it is insufficient.                                            

The fight against paedophilia requires for team and multidisciplinary approach, through collaboration with the civil society organizations and state institutions, especially the Social work centres, judiciary, the Ombudsman, police and schools. This requires synchronized and joint preventive acting of all factors that have influence on the education and care of children, such as the family, state institutions, civil organizations.                                

Day care centres are not a solution for the problem with children living on the streets in direction of child labour elimination. They only help to secure the children for some period of time, to feed, wash and dress them, and to help them acquire some basic hygiene habits. However, after leaving the day care centres, they find themselves on the streets again; they are again abused for their labour, and in most cases that is done by their parents. Many of them do not even possess a birth certificate. Until some employment is provided, at least for one of the parents and those children are included in the education system, the problem with the children on the streets will not be solved.

5. PREVENTION

Concerning the prevention area, it has to be pointed out that very little is done by the state organs. There is no education about this issue in the school system. The preventive function, which the Social work Centre is legally abided to do, in practice is nonexistent. The Social work Centres need to equip a team for fast discovering and early detection of the families at risk, where the children that are potential abuse victims will be secured. This team should include special educator (for the handicapped individuals) who would work on discovering, intervention, accepting and rehabilitation treatment for the children with special needs. The Social work centres are not available after regular working hours or during the week-ends or holidays and the victims are not provided help at that times.      

At the moment, preventive programs for working with paedophiles or children are not being implemented. There is no secure working treatment for paedophiles while they are imprisoned, no secure monitoring after they leave penitentiary, they do not sign up at the SWC and without medical treatment for controlling the instinct and libido and without CSW and police’s supervision, paedophiles are likely to repeat the deed. 

Example 2:

That was the case with person XX, who committed this deed for the third time. He kidnapped two protected children from the Children home 11th of October and kept one as hostage for 23 days. He violated this child’s integrity in a most cruel way and the ones responsible did not know where their children were. Nobody from this institution claimed responsibility and for the first time in Macedonia, the person XX was sentenced to 15 years of prison.

Both, the Law for social protection and the Law for child protection do not treat children who are prostituting themselves, are victims of human trafficking of paedophilia. Only in the Law for juvenile justice, act 12, takes into consideration the child prostitution and classifies them as “children at risk”. The Social work Centre is in charge of this issue, but they do not have comprehensive or solid programs for protecting these children.

In mapping and a study based upon the researches in adolescent communities under highest risk of HIV/AIDS/STDs, realized by UNICEF, social and health services that should take care of adolescents vulnerable of HIV and STDs are being localized.                   

During that study, the acquired information showed that, in most cases, the reports about the existence of Adolescents Offering Sexual Services (AOSS) are obtained from the police, prosecutor, parent or the school. Most often, these adolescents have been contacted upon other matter and during the procedure it was came across their provision of sexual services. Actually, in most of the cases, these adolescents have been contacted by the police because of some criminal deed or asocial behaviour, for which the police is legally abided to call the CSW for preliminary discussion with the minor. However, that happens rarely in practice, that is, the police first interrogates the adolescent, without the CSW presence and after that is done, they call the Centre in order to meet the legal procedure. Before that procedure, they have the AOSS sent at the Clinic for infective diseases and febrile conditions for control. Measures being taken during the process are: opening procedure against the parents for child neglecting, parents’ motivation and family counselling. SWC and court’s most typical verdict in these cases is reinforced surveillance of the parents or the custody organ. If the parents show neglection afterwards and during control, adolescent’s progress isn’t determined, then the same is placed into an institution. The SWC has no power over the court, besides from giving opinion during the decision making process. 

Information was received that the SWC in Strumica do not have a separate AOSS register, but that they encounter such cases during their work. Often, a minor runs from home, after which the parents start an investigation process and that is how the collaboration with the police and SWC start. After the minor’s discovery, the police, together with a representative from the SWC, return the minor at home. Afterwards, the social worker makes the initial contact first and then, the other experts from the team step in. Interview is made and an estimation of the minor and his/her family’s personality, and potentials in the family for improving of the situation are being searched for. Tests for personality estimation are being given, a family’s genogram is being made with the relations in it, pedagogical styles and authorities, and after completing all this, a plan and programme for monitoring of the case is being created.

Again, from the abovementioned, we can confirm again that, in most cases, the issue of AOSS evidencing during the procedure is raised under other bases, not because of sexual exchange.                                  

6. PROHIBITS  

If child pornography is distributed, presented and projected in front of children or adults, it is liable to punishment according to Article 193 from the Criminal Law. In Republic of Macedonia, the distribution of pornographic material, its presentation and manufacture is punishable, but its possession is not. Although, the Penal Code is supplemented with such regulative in the Article 193 with the changes and supplements from 14.09.2009, their implementation starts in March 1010. 

Also, the Police should pay special attention on distribution, presentation and availability of child pornography in the internet cafes.          

The availability of violent, erotic and pornographic content to the child’s eyes in Republic of Macedonia is a serious problem. The children in Macedonia face these contents on daily bases, just because they are at their reach. The daily newspapers are abundant with photographs and hot line advertisements, agencies that explicitly offer sex contacts, sex shops’ products and porn movies. The pornographic and erotic magazines are publicly placed in the vendors, and not only they are noticeable by the children, but their distribution to the minors is not being sanctioned.                           

The movies being aired on TV do not always have parental control sign, nor are parents warned about the time of the day that these movies will be presented. Very often, the radio and TV commercials use the female body to promote different products. This is the factual situation in all Macedonia. 

 All this negatively reflects on the healthy child development. Most of what children learn, especially during their earliest development stage, happens through observation and imitation of the behaviour in their closest surroundings.

Recommendation 4

Eliminate violent, erotic and pornographic contents from children’s perspective.      

7. PROTECTION OF THE VICTIM’S RIGHTS

The fact that almost every week we register 1-2 reports of paedophile, child sexual abuse of incest cases is disturbing. In some cases, the court allows confrontation of the child victim with the offender and sometimes even with the parent charged of abuse.

The reporting of the rapists by the children and their closest is becoming more frequently. The children and ones closest to them are encouraged to report the abuser. But sometimes we know that the court procedure might last longer in some cases, that the child is stigmatized in the process of proofing the rapist’s guilt and that during the main hearing, with the defence’s insistence, the facing of the child – victim with the defendant is allowed.  That causes a permanent psychological injury and the distrust in the efficiency and effectiveness of the system for child protection is multiply increased. 

In the process of fighting against pedophiles and sexual abuse and its punishment, we sometimes forget about the child – victim. Through education and creating preventive programs for work with the child victims, we should be able to put them under special care.                                                    

When children decided to talk about what had happened to them and do that under all circumstances and pressure, we have to extract them from the surroundings where the deed happened. The educational institutions, the Ministry of internal affaires and especially the Social work centers and the courts have to be mobilized and to recognize that having responsible parents who would protect the children from the sexual offenders and pedophiles is not always the case. 

There isn’t a place intended for taking care of the children - victims of sexual abuse and incest. If a child, under pressure, changes the original statement about having been sexually injured and the judge allows confrontation with the offender, then what can be expected as an outcome? During that, the child gives a statement at three different places; at the police, at the Centre for social work and in court, which causes permanent psychological trauma that will follow her/him throughout all her/his life. 

The responsible authorities have to pay special attention when the child witness or victim is being interviewed. The process has to take place in a relaxed atmosphere, in special screen rooms. If needed, it can last for more hours with provided video evidence. The judge, in presence of a psychologist, pedagogue and social worker will take that into consideration and will not allow confrontation of the child with the offender. 

The Social work centers possess equipped rooms for hearing of the children – victims, but they have not been used. They are positioned at inappropriate places, inside the centers themselves, which is a problem for the children. There are very few social workers trained for working with these children and no expert teams that would constantly work with the children. Teams shouldn’t be formed only when there is a need for it. There is insufficient number of teams (teams change continuously) for hearing the children – victims of sexual abuse, that would be available to them for 24 hours. 

The country still hasn’t provided an appropriate placement for the children – victims of human trafficking, the child – victims (over 12) are directed to the shelter centre “Open Gate”, which has an area for children, but it is not physically separated from the adults’ area. Also, the shelter is not financially supported by the state. 

The children – victims (under 12) are directed to the orphanages as a permanent solution, which is not in the child’s best interest, because no specialized services exist there for overcoming the experienced trauma. 

From the evidenced cases, based on which the non governmental organizations are creating this report, an impression is formed that the children – victims of sexual abuse and incest are not protected because: 

· The children – victims of incest, after revelling their situation are left on themselves, in an even more complicated situation;

· Usually the child stays with the other parent, who sometimes refuses  to face the truth and admits that the violence happened. This behavior is often a result of the material conditions because the parent – rapist is likely to loose the working place and that way the family is left with (sometimes) fundamental incomes.                     

· The parent left with the child – victim, faced with the occurred problems, manifests violent behaviour, abuses the child emotionally and psychologically, wishing to punish him/her for what had happened, considering it as a reason for the recent family situation.

· The original problem of the child – victim multiplies, with him/her having to face a line of new serious problems (among which the hearings and the several court assessments, face to face with the abuser). That deepens the trauma even more and the trust in the system meant to protect them is completely lost. 

· The child is abandoned by the family and stigmatized by the community where he/she lives and in stead of being encouraged for not being silent, he/she becomes condemned for the shown honesty.       

· At the end, not being able to deal with the whole situation, the child buries the secret deep inside him/her and is worried about the family’s future, even for the parent – rapist; whether he goes to prison or not?  

· The child withdraws the statement!*

Example 3

The Children’s Embassy Megjashi has been reported to about a rape case over a girl (9 years), by unknown person, and physical attack by her mother. When the girl came to school she was all swollen and could hardly move. The school authorities called the CSW Struga, but they replied that they didn’t have a vehicle to come. They went to make estimation two weeks after the report of this case. The mother lives with five minors and acts violently with all of them, without any care and protection. The girl weights only 15 kg and is starved and traumatized. It has been suspected that the mother deals with prostitution and a possibility that she submits the children to it. The First Children Embassy in the world registered the case on 30.01.2009 over the free SOS telephone for children and youth 0800 1 2222. The minor S lives with her mother and four brothers and sisters. When this case was reported to us, we reacted immediately to the local police station in village Labunishta and to the police station in Struga. We also addressed the Struga hospital, but they couldn’t give away such information and they directed us to the SWC Struga, but nobody from there answered our calls. Therefore, we had a written request sent to the Inter-municipality social work centre in Struga to inform us whether they are familiar with this girl’s condition, if the offender is reported to the police, and of course, the measures taken. Until this day, the First children’s embassy in the world Megjashi hasn’t received an answer upon this matter by the Centre for Social Work – Struga. The answer that the girl hurt herself with a rolling-pin by accidentally sitting on it at 23 hours, before midnight, for us is unacceptable!

We hope that by actualizing this case in front of the media, we will contribute towards investigating this case and rising valuable matters regarding the (un)protection of the children in Republic of Macedonia and (un)care of the appropriate institutions of the system, but unfortunately, in stead of support, the Children Embassy Megjashi received an announcement for exceptional inspectoral surveillance by the state Direction for protection of personal information. Although personal information was not published in the media, according to the Direction for protection of personal information, the Children Embassy Megjashi had broken the law for protection of personal information! The Children embassy reacted to the Direction with a note that with these methods of state institutions not only the child protection is obstructed, but one of the fundamental principles is being violated – the best interest of the child. That is just one of the links disabling child protection. This case remains covered with mystery, where besides the evident injuries of the child’s rights, with severe psycho – physical consequences to the girl, nobody is being sanctioned! 

Example 4:

This is a case where the child retreats the statement; the school teacher in an elementary school in Kicevo (who called the children’s embassy Megjashi in 2009th), after inviting the girl to talk, received a confession that her father coerced her into oral sex. The father has performed sexual acts over his daughter (he took her clothes off, touched her breast and sexual organs and asked her to touch his sex organ, after which they had oral sex). The father has been taken into custody, but not having a shelter family, the SWC returns the girl to the family. The girl’s mother and uncle put pressure into persuading her to change her statement. She does so. But the teacher believes on the first statement and calls in the court’s behalf. The court accepts for the teacher to testify, but the judge allows confrontation of the girl with the father on the main hearing. The court takes into consideration the teacher’s testimony and verdicts a jail sentence of 2 years and six months. Under pressure from the family and closest to her, the girl changes the statement, saying that the previous one was false and that she gave it because she had been afraid of her father, because of her being a bad student, and that way she wanted to hurt him not knowing that he might go to prison. As a result of the two inconsistent statements, the center’s representatives thought that in order to determine which of the statements is true, there has to be a neuro – psychiatric estimation made.
  

Although the MLSP programme for reintegration of the children – victims human trafficking has been developed and compound of diverse activities, the fact that it is not yet financed by the appropriate Ministry is worrying. That means that it cannot be implemented into practice. Having in mind the special physical, psychological and social consequences these children suffer from, as a result of their abuse and exploitation, undertaking proper measures and methods in accordance to their age and best interest, is much needed for their protection and help.

The journalists should respect the privacy right of the child, especially of the children – victims of human trafficking. It has become a practice for them to report about the identified minors – victims of human trafficking in their most viewed period of day, during which the victim’s initials are publicly announced, so is the place of living and the place where the victim was directed.

Recommendation 5: 

· In case when the child – victim is not accompanied by a parent/guardian, one is to be declared immediately and to reconnection with the family in shortest terms, if it is in the child’s best interest; 

· When returning to family is not suitable, specific measures for protecting the rights and interests of the child should be undertaken, in accordance with the legislations;                                                        

· To respect the child’s opinion (if the child is in a position to claim it) for engaging in protection and help activities;                                                                          

· Taking measures for protecting the privacy and identity of the child - victim

· Creating separate individual programs for protection and support of the children – victims, related to their physical, psychological, health assistance and housing;                               

· The Social work centers should declare a person in charge of accompanying the child during the engagement with cooperation with the non governmental organizations; 

· To respect the identity and integrity of the children – victims or witnesses of all violent acts and secure them from further victimization, which could happen through giving away personal data in the media such as name, parent’s name, address, personal information related to the case, one or more specific marks revealing the child’s physical, mental, economic, cultural and social identity, ethnicity, etc..

GENERAL RECCOMENDATIONS

· Ratification of European Council’s Convention for protection of children from sexual exploitation              

· The judges and officials making contact with the child – victim should be extremely careful towards the child. The statement that the child gives should be done only one time, in a relaxed atmosphere in the presence of a judge, psychologist, pedagogue and a representative from the social work centre 

· The state should start continuous campaigns for rising the awareness, education and training programs for OPSC regulations, predestined for the children – victims of human trafficking, the pedagogical staff, medical people, journalists, social workers, lawyers, judges             

· Forming special shelter centers for protecting children -  victims of sexual abuse and adopting the victims of domestic violence and sexual abuse, financially supported by the state  

· Supporting the existent NGOs shelters for victims of child trafficking         

· The Social work Centres need to equip a team for fast discovering and early detection of the families at risk, where the children that are potential abuse victims will be secured. This team should include special educators (for the handicapped individuals) who would work on discovering, intervention, accepting and rehabilitation treatment for the children with special needs. 

· Providing 24 hour availability of the social work centers with direct contacts to the shelter centers for the children – victims of all shapes of abuse 

· Working with the children – victims and their rehabilitation, re-socialization and reintegration in the society            

· Creating data base and collecting statistics about the children – victims of all shapes of sexual abuse                

· Implementation of preventive programs for working with pedophiles and their rehabilitation, treatment and re-socialization, which at the same time will disable further deed recidivism

· Strict surveillance by the police and SWC over paedophiles 

· More rigid paedophile sentences  

· Implementing preventive programs in schools, within families and in front of media which will result in child protection from trafficking, prostitution and pornography;                         

· Applying additional measures for protection of the children from pedophiles returned from penitentiary, using the experiences from around the world (surveillance from the police and the Social work centers over those pedophiles)    

· Respecting the children – victims of abuse or abuse witnesses’ identity and integrity and their protection from additional victimization through exposing personal data in the media: names, parents’ names, address, personal information related to the case, one or several characteristics specific about the child’s physical, mental, economic, cultural or social identity, ethnic background etc. 

· Forming state shelters for children – victims of sexual abuse, at least in the bigger cities, under the Macedonian Ministry of labor and social politics’ directive, for accepting the victims of sexual abuse and domestic violence. 

· Training for the public institutions’ personnel (schools, health institutions, courts, municipalities, social work centres, etc.) for this facultative protocol.                      
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