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Corporal punishment in the home

Corporal punishment is lawful in the home. We have no details of legislation protecting children from violence and abuse.
Corporal punishment outside the home

Corporal punishment is prohibited in schools under the Organisational Statutes of the General Education Schools, which also state that students cannot be insulted or treated harshly. The only punishments permitted in schools are those allowed in Ministerial Decree No. 91/99.

In the penal system, we have been unable to ascertain the legality of corporal punishment as a sentence for crime. Article 2 of the Basic Law states that Sharia is “the basis for legislation”. A draft Juveniles Law has been under discussion but we have no details of its provisions. There is no explicit prohibition of corporal punishment as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions.

There is no prohibition of corporal punishment in alternative care settings.
Following examination of the initial report in 2001, the Committee on the Rights of the Child expressed concern at the insufficient information and awareness on ill-treatment of children in families and institutions and recommended that the State party “take legislative measures to prohibit all forms of physical and mental violence, including corporal punishment and sexual abuse of children in the family and in institutions” and “carry out public education campaigns about the negative consequences of ill-treatment of children, and promote positive, non-violent forms of discipline as an alternative to corporal punishment” (para 36). The Committee also recommended that the State party address effectively corporal punishment in schools and “raise awareness of the negative impact of corporal punishment among teachers and other professionals working in schools, and take other appropriate measures for its prevention and elimination” (para 48). We hope the Committee will now question the State party in detail about the legality of corporal punishment in the penal system, including as a sentence for crime, and recommendation explicit prohibition of all corporal punishment in the home, the penal system and all alternative care settings. We hope the Committee will also recommend public and professional awareness raising and the promotion of non-violent, positive, participatory methods of childrearing and education and of knowledge among children of their right to protection from all forms of corporal punishment.
