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The Pacific region held a sub-regional Consultation on Violence against Children in Fiji from 26 until 28 September 2005, that aimed at building on the outcomes of the Bangkok Consultation in June 2005, while discussing ways and priorities in addressing the problem in the Pacific context specifically. 

The event, which was preceded by a one-day Children’s Forum held on 24 September 2005, was jointly organized by a Pacific working group composed of UNICEF Pacific, Save the Children Fiji, the Fiji Ministry for Women, Social Welfare and Poverty Alleviation and the Fiji Women’s Crisis Centre. 

The Children’s Forum – 24 September 2005

Due to time and funding constraints, there were only nine children (seven from the larger Fiji Island and two from the nearby Island of Rabi which comes under Fiji’s jurisdiction) who participated. The group however fairly represented the great diversity that exists in Fiji. The age of the participants ranged between 15 and 18 years. 

The two Under-18 Delegates who represented Fiji in the Bangkok Consultation in June, were peer facilitators at the Children’s Forum on 24 September, and joined the other 9 U-18 Delegates at the Pacific Consultation.

UNICEF Pacific funded the Children’s Forum, while Save the Children Fiji and other members of the Pacific Working group helped prepare the U-18 Delegates. Drawing on the Minimum Standards for an ethical and meaningful participation of children in international events used in Bangkok in June, one-on–one prepping was carried out for the U-18 delegates and their guardians. The process involved a one-week meeting with the U-18 selected (facilitated by the school principals and where possible the school counsellor) and the selected guardians

(in partnership with the Ministry for Women and Social Welfare) in order to share child-friendly documents, agreements, participation and consent forms (utilising the Protocol of produced for the Bangkok Consultation0.

Upon their arrival in Suva, the 9 U-18 Delegates were well prepared. The Children’s Forum run for one-day and was dedicated to preparing the Children’s Statement at the Consultation. The U-18 delegates thought that a power point presentation would be most effective and each delegate had a part to present so all children delegates present had a chance to speak. The Forum also produced a set of key recommendations (see Annex 1).

The Pacific Consultation on Violence Against Children – 26-28 September 2005

The event was attended by 80 participants from 16 Pacific Countries among whom  Government officials and NGO personnel in a position to effect change in order to address violence against children, as well as 9 U-18 Delegates, and the two U-18 Delegates who had represented Fiji in the Bangkok Consultation. 
The U-18 Delegates posed a challenge to adults in their identification of the various forms of violence, its effects on children and what must be done to address the problem.

Hon. Adi Asenaca Caucau, Minister, the Ministry of Women, Social Welfare and Poverty Alleviation of Fiji delivered the welcome address at the Consultation, while the opening remarks were delivered by Gillian Mellsop, Representative of UNICEF Pacific, and Paolo David, Chief of the regional office for the Pacific of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. Sessions were chaired by prominent personalities such as Hon. Emele Duituturaga, CEO, the Ministry of Women, Social Welfare and Poverty Alleviation of Fiji; Hon. Isabelle Sikawonuta Donald, Minister of Comprehensive Reform Programme, Women’s Affairs, Children’s Rights and Disabled People, Ministry of CRP of Vanuatu; and Dr. Cindy Kiro, Commissioner, Office of the Children’s Commissioner, New Zealand.  

The Pacific Consultation made a strong commitment to addressing violence against children as is reflected in the outcome recommendations (see Annex 2). These recommendations will be presented to the Secretary General for the South Pacific Forum Secretariat as input to the Pacific Plan (strategic planning that encourages regionalism and consolidates partnerships between Pacific Island Countries including Australia and New Zealand) to be discussed during the Annual General Meeting later this year.

The Consultation was also a great occasion for child participation in the Pacific as adult delegates themselves highlighted that for many years children have always been seen and very rarely heard. The concluding session of the Consultation agreed that in the future children’s participation would be an important component of such Consultations and countries were urged to fund such participation.  
Both the Children’s Forum and the Pacific Consultation received wide media coverage. 
Annex 1

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CHILDREN’S FORUM

INTRODUCTION

VAC in the home

· Educate parents on CRC, and provide counselling for parents on the effect of violence on their children.

· Promote public awareness of the importance of good role models in the home and that violence in the home sets a bad example to children.

· Provide more resources to social welfare and other concerned agencies for research on status of VAC in the Pacific.

· See that funds and other resources provided to social welfare are properly used to support and counsel children.

· Provide counselling services that can be accessed independently by children, such as a Help Line.

· Educate children more on CRC so they know their rights and can seek help if necessary.

· Provide a channel for reporting cases of child abuse.

· Support CRC with legislation to ensure that CRC is implemented.

· Implement legislation to ensure all children of school age attend school full time.

· Set up community support groups to ensure the welfare of children in families.

VAC in Schools

· Break the cycle of violence: workshops should be organised reminding teachers, parents and children about children’s rights.

· Use of violent words and verbal abuse should be prohibited in schools; among students, teachers and anyone else in the school.

· Prohibit all forms of corporal punishment in schools.

· Establish peer support groups to work with trained counsellors to encourage children to seek help with their problems.  

VAC in the Street/Community

· Provide a support service for street children to learn and understand their rights.

· Provide an emergency hotline for children.

· Implement and enforce stricter Occupational Health and Safety laws to prevent hazardous child labour, including a minimum working age.

· Increase surveillance by Ministry of Labour to prevent hazardous employment of children.

· Increase and enforce the minimum age of marriage as 18.

· Increase parents’ awareness of their responsibilities in child-rearing and their understanding of what constitutes neglect.

· Legislate to ensure that parents provide sufficient and adequate supervision of their children (eg a minimum age at which children can be left unsupervised).

· The police should increase surveillance and enforce laws to prevent children accessing narcotics. 

CSEC and CSA

· Increase penalties – i.e. duration of sentence - and instigate immediate enforcement of penalties for sexual assault offenders.

· School principals should be aware of children’s vulnerability and alert to ensure that no children are being sexually abused.

· Provide counselling for teachers to prevent sexual abuse in schools.

· Stronger laws should be put in place to deal with child sexual abuse, with harsher penalties for perpetrators and better care for children who are victims.

· Set up a Children’s Rights Commission to ensure comprehensive investigation of sexual abuse (and other forms of abuse) against children.

· Sexual offenders should receive counselling as part of rehabilitation.

VAC in contact with the law

· Ensure that a responsible person, such as a social worker, a parent or a lawyer, is present whenever a child is being interrogated by authorities.

· Provide separate detention facilities for offenders under the age of 18.

Other cross cutting issues

· Children should be encouraged to speak freely on issues affecting their lives. 

· Increase awareness of the harmful effects of psychological and verbal abuse of children – e.g. insulting, shouting at, abusive language, humiliation, unkind gossip.

· Ensure that children have a safe environment (at home, in school in the community).

· Governments, NGOs and faith-based organisations should provide counselling support for parents, and classes in parenting skills.

· Governments should keep their promise to implement CRC.

· Parents of disabled children should have free access to special support and counselling services and advice on how to care for their children.

Annex 2

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PRIORITY ACTIONS TO FORUM SECRETARIAT FOR INCLUSION IN THE PACIFIC PLAN

1. That regional organisations support countries to review policy and legislation in line with CRC obligations.

2. That the next Ministers of Education forum address Violence against Children in Schools and recommendations in this regard from this consultation.

3. That regional organisations work with the Council of Pacific Education to support Ministries of Education to take CRC into schools.

4. That all Pacific Ministers forums address Violence against Children and recommendations from this consultation. 

5. That regional organisations support and encourage Pacific Island Countries to ratify the Optional Protocols to CRC on the involvement of children in armed conflict, the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography.

6. That a regional follow up meeting, involving governments, non government organisations, inter-government organisations and children as full delegates, on addressing violence against children be organised in 12 to 18 months time by the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat and SPC, with support from UNICEF and the outcomes be raised at the Forum Leaders Meeting.
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