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The Albanian Coalition “All Together Against Child Trafficking”

Press Release

on the Law “For the Protection of the Rights of the Child”

November 5, 2010. “All together against child trafficking” coalition
 (BKTF) welcomes the approval of the law “For the Protection of the Rights of the Child” by the Albanian Parliament yesterday. 

The approval of this law marks a significant achievement for the protection of the rights of all the Albanian children through a complete legal and institutional framework in accordance to the Albanian Constitution and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), The Law lays the ground for the establishment of the appropriate institutional mechanisms that will guarantee and ensure respect for the rights of children by the individual, the family, the state or other third party entities.  

The Law provides all the necessary measures for guaranteeing the survival, life and the development of the child through a coordinated approach amongst various child rights and child protection stakeholders. It is expected that this law will significantly improve the child protection system in Albania by institutionalizing the Child Protection Units as the apposite local level structures responsible for coordinating the provision of child protection services and case management, in collaboration with a number of multi-disciplinary actors.  Child Protection Units have been successfully piloted over the last three years by civil society organizations and are already functioning in 13 municipalities and 4 communes around Albania.

BKTF actively participated in the drafting process of the Law “For the Protection of the Rights of the Child by providing a set of recommendations and comments in order to ensure its future applicability in accordance with advanced child protection models and the various initiatives undertaken by local authorities at both the commune and municipality levels. 

BKTF will remain willing to offer its expertise and contribution to the follow-up process that will include the formulation of the relevant by-laws, which will determine and regulate the child protection institutional structures and mechanisms at the local and central level, the cross-cutting and coordination processes among these various structures, as well as their responsibilities and obligations in implementing the various child protection policies, strategies and other relevant legislation. 

BKTF remains strongly committed to monitoring the implementation process this law and the relevant by-laws to follow in order to ensure an effective and holistic protection for the rights of the children in Albania.
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�	 BKTF is a coalition of 25 local and international organisationse, which advocates and lobbies for the protection of the Albanian children from all forms of abuse, neglect, exploitation and trafficking: Aksion Plus,   Arsis, Terre des Hommes in Albania, Save the Children in Albania, Center for Integrated Legal Practices and Services, International Social Services, Partners for Children, Children of the World- Albania, Help for Children, World Vision, Tjeter Vizion, Center for Legal and Civic Initiatives, “Amaro Drom” Union, Volontariato Internazionale per lo Sviluppo Albania, Rromani Baxt, Tirana Legal Aid Society, National Center Education for Life, Association of Women with Social Problems, National Center for Community Service, Centro Informazione Educazione di Sviluppo, Caritas Albania, Coordinated Actions against Poverty, Center “Children Today”, SOS Villages, Bethany Social Services





