Recommendations

------------------------------

Second Civil Society Organizations (CSO) Forum on 

The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, 

11-12 November 2009, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Preamble: 

Recognizing the child’s “unique and privileged position in the African society” as reaffirmed in the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child [African Children’s Charter]; 

Reaffirming the adherence to the principles of the rights and welfare of the child contained in the legal and political frameworks  of the African Union, in particular the Call for Accelerated Action for an Africa Fit for Children (2008-2012), as well as of the UN, including the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC); 

Acknowledging the important work which the African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child [ACERWC] carries out to implement its mandate; 

Welcoming the continuous efforts of the ACERWC  in  monitoring States Parties’ compliance with their obligations deriving from their ratification of the African Children’s Charter, in liaising with civil society organizations, with the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ rights, with the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, AU member States and the European Union;

Commending the ACERWC for the significant theme selected for the 2010 Day of the African Child (Child Budgeting); and for the adoption of its first Concluding Recommendations for Nigeria and Egypt.

Cognizant that 2009 marks the 10th anniversary of the coming into force of the African Children’s Charter;

Recognizing the value of information to all (including children and adults) in the realization of children’s rights on the African continent; 

Noting with regret that some Member States of the African Union have not yet ratified the African Children’s Charter; 

Observing with concern that several State Parties are yet to fulfill their implementation and reporting obligations under the African Children’s Charter; 

We, the participants of the Second Civil Society Organizations (CSO) Forum (The Forum) on the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on 11 and 12 November, 2009, make the following recommendations to the African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child:

· Use all available channels and means, including forging progressive and sustained relationships with relevant African Union bodies and all other relevant stakeholders in order to ensure an effective implementation of the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child.

· Adopt an official decision that can equal the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights commitment towards the collaboration between the two bodies, including designating a focal person within the Committee for liaison.

· In order to minimize duplication, Article 70 and 71 of the ACERWC Rules of Procedure provide that State Parties can submit a similar report to the CRC Committee to the African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child after highlighting the specificities of the African Children’s Charter. Guidelines to State Parties reporting should be amended to reflect in further detail what these specificities are.

· Amend its guidelines for the consideration of Communications to include a timeframe of six weeks for the ACERWC to acknowledge receipt of a Communication, to make a decision on admissibility, and finally to give its decision on the merits of the Communication within a reasonable period of time to ensure that victims are not left without redress. 

· Make sure that both the English and French versions of the guidelines on Communications are compatible. 

· Provide further concluding recommendations on State reports already considered by the Committee.

· Develop General Comments including on the provisions provided in Article 11, Article 16 and Article 20 of the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child concerning the prohibition of corporal punishment in all settings. 

· In order to facilitate improved interaction between CSOs and the ACERWC and in accordance with the ACERWC guidelines on Observer Status, act upon applications submitted to the Committee from NGOs/CSOs seeking Observer Status and considering the difficulty in qualifying for observer status, consider revising the guidelines.

· Set up fixed dates for its ordinary sessions and communicate the agenda four weeks in advance to enable civil society to effectively prepare and engage with the ACERWC.

· Continuously update the African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child webpage to facilitate the improved flow of information between the Committee and all relevant stakeholders including (but not limited to) the agenda of Committee’s meetings, a schedule of reports to be considered by the Committee, state party reports, concluding recommendations and all relevant information and update the Secretariat’s email list adding all the participants of the CSO forum and NGO forum (of the ACHPR) to communicate directly with as many CSOs as possible.

· We encourage the Committee to ensure that child participation is visible in its new Plan of Action 2010-2014.

