RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE 15TH ORDINARY SESSION OF THE AFRICAN COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS ON THE RIGHTS AND WELFARE OF THE CHILD

Third Civil Society Organisations (CSO) Forum on the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child,

11-13 March 2010, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Preamble

Recognizing the child’s unique and privileged position in the African society as reiterated in the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (African Children’s Charter);

Reaffirming the adherence to the principles of the rights and welfare of the child contained in the legal and political framework of the African Union (AU), in particular the Call for Accelerated Action for an Africa Fit for Children (2008-2012), as well as the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child;

Acknowledging the important work that the African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (the Committee) carries out in implementing its mandate;

Commending the Committee for the relevant theme selected for the 2010 Day of the African Child (Planning and budgeting for children: our collective responsibility);

Commending the AU for selecting maternal, infant and child health and development as the theme of the 16th African Heads of State and Government Summit Meeting in July 2010 and declaring 2010 as the Year of Peace and Security in Africa;

Noting the importance of Observer Status to facilitate meaningful collaboration between the Committee and NGO/CSOs for the advancement of the rights and welfare of African Children;

Noting with concern that some Member States of the AU have not yet ratified the African Children’s Charter;

Observing with concern that several State Parties are yet to fulfil their implementation and reporting obligations under the African Children’s Charter;

We, the participants of the Third Civil Society Organisations (CSO) Forum on the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on 11 to 13 March 2010 make the following recommendations to the African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child: 

A) General Functions of the Committee 

· Use all available channels and means, including forging progressive and sustained relationships with relevant African Union bodies and all other relevant regional stakeholders in order to ensure an effective implementation and monitoring of the African Children’s Charter;

· Fix the dates and venue of its Ordinary Sessions well in advance and inform civil society organizations and other partners of the Committee, at least one month in advance. . This would enable CSOs and the Committee’s partners to prepare effectively to engage the Committee more efficiently during the Sessions;

· Hold two Ordinary Sessions a year to afford the Committee ample time to carry out its work expeditiously. 

· Recognising that violence against children remains a pervasive problem in Africa that threatens the rights and wellbeing of children, the Committee is encouraged to reinvigorate this issue of violence against children by commissioning a continent wide study, and further, work with the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Children. Extend its collaboration with the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights to other AU organs responsible for human rights such as the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights, the Peace and Security Council and the Pan-African Parliament by appointing focal persons from among Committee Members to liaise with these bodies;

· Seek legal opinion from the African Union Legal Counsel on election of Bureau Members;;

· Use all available channels and means, including promotional missions, to ensure that the African Children’s Charter is ratified by all AU Member States.

· Further simplify the reporting procedure to motivate more States to prepare and submit their overdue Reports.

B) Communications

· Amend its guidelines’ for the consideration of communications to include a timeframe of six weeks for the Committee to acknowledge receipt of a communication, and to make  decisions on admissibility and  merits of the communication within a reasonable time to ensure that victims are not left without redress

C) The theme of the Day of the African Child 

· Participate actively with all stakeholders in the celebration of the Day of the African Child and develop a means for including children in selection of the theme. 

· Encourage States to recognise that budgeting for children is an integral part of the budgeting process by committing themselves to increasing resource allocation and expenditure towards the realisation of children’s rights and wellbeing,  

D) Commemorating the Year of Peace and Security in Africa 2010

· In commemorating 2010 as the Year of Peace and Security, the Committee should  familiarise themselves more with the work of the Peace and Security Council and be a spokesperson on children’s issues at the AU at all levels on issues affecting children.

· Within this year, the Committee should brief the Peace and Security Council on issues of children. 

E) Theme of the 16th Session of the African Union Heads of State and Government Meeting: Maternal, Infant and Child Health and Development in Africa

Recognising that children need and must be alive in order to benefit from the rights as articulated in the African Children’s Charter, the Committee  needs to take up the political leadership to intensify advocacy and:

· Advocate for State parties to allocate 15% of their GDP to public health and related services to address the issue of maternal, infant and child health development in Africa;

· Advocate for Governments to prioritise maternal, infant and child health in their national laws, policies and programmes and continue the momentum to achieve MDG 4 and 5.

F) Participation and Representation

· Provide a progress report on applications they have received from NGOs/CSOs seeking Observer Status particularly:

· Enable more child-focused organisations to obtain Observer Status to enhance their engagement with the Committee.

· Ensure that meaningful child participation is visible in its new Plan of Action and in the session of the Committee of Experts.

· Work with CSOs to articulate the need for meaningful child participation according to children’s evolving capacities.

Done in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on 13 March 2010
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