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INTRODUCTION 
This report does not try to give the exact text of the speeches delivered at the Euronet Symposium of 27 and 28 January
1999 in Brussels, Belgium. Instead it highlights the main issues that have been brought forward at the Symposium. It also
includes action points on what you can do to work and campaign with the report “ A Children’s Policy for 21st Century Europe:
First Steps” and information on how to build National Platforms.

The project was started because children were invisible in most of the policies and legislation of the European Union and
they did not have a legal base in the EU Treaty. Euronet highlights it is important to establish an European Agenda for Children
in which areas were identified where children should be taken into account in EU policy and legislation. The project also wor-
ked towards recommendations on what could be done for children at an EU level. These recommendations were intended to
be both general (i.e. how to make children more visible in EU policy making) and specific on different policy areas that the
EU is developing. The project was intended for policy makers at EU level, such as the European Commission and the
European Parliament, and also for national and transnational children’s NGOs to use the report as an Agenda for Action in
their national member states. 

Euronet’s member organisations are asked to use the European Children’s Agenda as a tool to campaign for the rights of the
child and to raise awareness on European children’s issues in member states. This report gives ideas on how to proceed
with this by building national coalitions of children’s NGOs, through election work and by developing understanding of
European issues at national level.

BACKGROUND TO THE PROJECT
The project came about with the financial support of the European Commission’s DGV and Euronet’s member organisations.
The consultation process started with a conference in Belfast in May 1998, which was financed under a separate linked piece
of work, where more than 150 children and adults from 11 different EU Member States participated. Participants included
MEPs, politicians, policy makers, academics and representatives from children’s NGOs, fifty per cent of the participants were
children and young people. After this conference three regional seminars took place organised by national member organi-
sations of Euronet in Spain, France and Austria. At the seminars European themes on children were discussed by children’s
NGOs and experts. The themes chosen were children and EU citizenship, children as European consumers, the protection of
children and the participation of children. The themes were chosen by national children’s organisations, because they found
them of importance and they also had a European dimension. Another part of the consultation process was the carrying out
of interviews with key decision makers in the European Commission, MEPs, European NGO representatives and national
government representatives. The consultation process was guided by an “experts group” including academics and policy-
makers from across the EU and the management committee of Euronet. The report was written by an independent resear-
cher, Sandy Ruxton. 

PRESENTATION OF KEY FINDINGS OF THE REPORT
“A CHILDREN’S POLICY FOR 21ST CENTURY EUROPE: FIRST STEPS” BY SANDY RUXTON.

The first day of the symposium was held in the European Parliament. The meeting was attended by MEPs,
Commission officials, Children’s NGOs and young people (see annex for participants). One of the presentations
in the morning was given by Sandy Ruxton, the author of the Report “A Children’s Policy for 21 st Century Europe:
First Steps”.

During the last decade the concept of ‘children’s policy’ has come of age in Europe, reflecting the values and standards of
the 1989 UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, ratified by all EU states. It is the underlying basis of the Report “A
Children’s Policy for 21st Century Europe: First Steps”.

Despite the increasing attention which is being devoted at local and member state level to the development of children’s poli-
cy, at EU level there is a lack of political priority and will to tackle children’s issues. Children are largely invisible in EU poli-
cy-making. There is, however, a need for an EU children’s policy, in particular when looking at the likely impact on children
of the immense challenges facing the EU as we move into the 21st century. These challenges include:
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• Demographic challenges: the next 30 years could see the EU child population fall by 11 per cent, whereas the num-
bers of over 60s may grow by 50 per cent.

• Economic and political challenges such as the introduction of the single currency, enlargement of the EU with coun-
tries from central and eastern Europe and the employment agenda.

• Social challenges: one fifth of children still live in households with an income of below 50 per cent of the average in
their country.

The report’s aim is to set out a vision for the future of children’s policy in the EU. The report demonstates that the EU’s cur-
rent focus in relation to children is incoherent. It argues that an EU children’s policy is needed. 

The report mentions the following limitations in and weaknesses of the EU’s current approach to children’s issues:

The report sets out a series of recommendations which would form the basis for an EU children’s policy and which are based
on an analysis of the overall impact on children of the EU’s policies at present. Some of the recommendations are for imple-
mentation in the short term, such as: the adoption of a legal basis for the Daphne Programme on violence against children,
the development of a European Commission ‘Communication’ on children and the inclusion of children in Eurostat’s annual
demographic report. Other recommendations are related to specific EU policy areas which are analysed in more depth in the
report. These issues are: violence to children, social exclusion, non-discrimination, citizenship and participation, free move-
ment of people, media and internet, consumer policy, education, health, environment, employment, EMU and information on
children.

Recommendations:

Even if these recommendations were all to be introduced, they would not amount to a comprehensive children’s policy. This
would require a broader set of changes, including: 

• A new article should be inserted in the EU Treaties so that the Community can contribute to the promotion and pro-
tection of the rights and needs of children.

• The establishment of a Children’s Unit, which would provide a lead within the Commission and oversee the develop-
ment of an overall EU children’s policy and develop liaison between the EU institutions and children’s NGOs.

• The improvement of opportunities for children themselves and the development of mechanisms to involve them more
into decision-making processes.

• The improvement of available information on children and more effective monitoring of their circumstances.

• The incorporation of respect for the principles and standards of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child into EU
law.

The implementation of these recommendations is a longer-term objective and is only achievable if sufficient political momen-
tum can be developed.The Twentieth century has shown what could be achieved with popular support, such as improve-
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• In general children’s interests are invisible within the EU policy-making process.
• Children receive only a miniscule percentage of the EU budget.
• Children’s interests are often overridden by economic interests.
• There is no focal point within the EU structures for developing overall policy direction and mainstreaming a 

children’s perspective across all policy areas.
• The EU has very limited legal bases for action in relation to children. Article K1 in the Amsterdam Treaty refers

for the first time ever to children. However, tackling offences against children remains very limited and it is cove-
red by the third pillar which concerns intergovernmental co-operation.

• Other articles on combating social exclusion and non-discrimination on the grounds of age are helpful too,
although they do not specifically target children.



ments in the living conditions of working people and progress towards equality between the sexes. At the beginning of the
new millenium, it is time to put children on the European agenda too: time for a children’s policy for twenty-first century
Europe. Euronet is therefore seeking to stimulate debate and develop a strong campaign for the implementation of the agen-
da for action, in conjunction with children’s NGOs and other relevant bodies across Europe. The report, which is now avai-
lable in four languages, English, French, Spanish and German, and the leaflet with the Agenda for Action, available in the 11
EU languages, should be used to promote and campaign for a Europe for children.

KEY RESPONSES TO THE REPORT
During the first day several presentations and reactions were given on the contents of the report. Among them
were Soledad Blanco from the European Commission (DGV), Mary Banotti MEP, Daniel Diaz Muñoz (a young per-
son from Spain), Jason Moore (a young person from Ireland) and Purificación Llaquet Baldellou from the Save
the Children Spain. After these presentations representatives from Euronet, the European Commission, the
European Parliament, UNICEF and the Austrian Institute on Family Studies took part in a question time panel.
They gave answers to questions from the delegates on European children’s issues. The full text of the speeches
can be found in newsletter 5 (February 1999) of Euronet. The following paragraph highlights some of the res-
ponses to the report.

• Daniel Diaz Muñoz, one of the young delegates at the Symposium, said that young persons in the EU have a right to
be respected and to participate in the development of Europe, they have opinions too and they want to be heard. 

• Jason Moore, an Irish young delegate at the Symposium, called upon MEPs and national politicians to make chil-
dren’s policy a political priority.

• Several delegates found that the report is a working tool that will help to get children on the political agenda by lob-
bying both at EU and at national level. 

• Mary Banotti MEP said that a European children’s policy should no longer be a soft political issue. Moreover, the
European Parliament can be an ally in the process of ensuring that children will become an integral part of EU poli-
cy-making, but the role of NGOs remains crucial to achieve this. 

• Soledad Blanco from the European Commission DGV explained that the European Commission is currently underta-
king preparatory measures for programmes on non discrimination and social exclusion which will include children.

• Mme Hermange MEP recommended that the Council of Ministers should meet twice a year to discuss Family and
Children’s issues and that each year guidelines and national plans should be developed. There should also be a focal
point within the institutions like the Observatory on Health or Environment. 

• Janet Nelson from UNICEF commented that the violence against women and children is a family issue. The family as
a whole needs support and parents need to be helped to be able to better carry out their parental role and to take care
of their children.

• Purificación Llaquet Baldellou of Save the Children Spain remarked that this year is the 10th anniversary of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. This is good opportunity for the European Commission to publish a commu-
nication on children in 1999.

During the second day a key note speech was given on Children and Media by Mme Lhoest from the European
Commission DGX. Following this speech, Euronet’s Spanish and French contact persons explained what the
Spanish and French platforms of children’s NGOs are doing for children on an EU level. Euronet’s Swedish mem-
ber organisation talked about its national elections campaign in 1998 and gave tips for the European elections
in 1999. In addition, several workshops took place on campaigning and political work on the Agenda for Action,
Child Protection and the Participation and Citizenship of Children.

Response on Children and Media 

• Ms Lhoest from DGX in the European Commission made some general comments on the Agenda for Action and went
into further detail on the subject of children and media. 
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• Concerning what needs to be done in general to achieve a children’s policy at EU level she agreed with Euronet that
an EU children’s policy needs objectives, means and a strategy to develop successfully.

• On the children and the media, the European Commission is undertaking a lot of action. Currently there are 18 action
programmes from which children can benefit. In these action programmes four Directorate Generals should be invol-
ved but they do not co-operate. Some of the programmes deal with the promotion of the quality of contents concer-
ning the audio-visual industry, such as the Media programme and the Fame programme. The Media programme allo-
cates one third of its financial resources to children. The Fame programme covers education and multi-media. Some
other programmes deal with new technologies such as distance learning and new technologies in day care and pri-
mary schools or the 5th Framework Programme for Research which has a budget of 3 billion euros for the promo-
tion of quality contents for children. A third category of programmes deals with education and culture such as
‘Towards a Europe of Knowledge’ in which there is no distinction between education and culture. All of these pro-
grammes focus on children.

• Concerning legislation on protection against harmful contents on the internet, a recommendation was adopted on the
protection of minors which proposes a network of information centres and hotlines which enable reporting on illegal
contents on the internet. One hundred organisations were consulted on this recommendation.

• For the future, DGX is planning a European TV channel for children, of which the feasibility is currently studied by the
European Broadcasting Institute. The idea is based on a German Children’s TV channel which has turned out to be
very successful and has 10 per cent of the whole market. In the development of Action programmes DGX has not
much contact with children’s NGOs to ask them for their opinions and advice. 

What can we do:

• Children’s NGOs should start a dialogue with DGX on children and media issues.
• Children’s NGOs need to make use of the existing programmes on media and children and on education, media and

children.

NEXT STEPS
Taking forward European Issues at National Level

In some countries national and transnational platforms of children’s NGOs have been founded to work and lobby together for
children’s issues on a national and European level. They co-operate and exchange ideas with other NGOs campaigning for
and promoting children’s rights and give children’s NGOs better opportunities to raise awareness around children’s issues in
their country and, from there, on a European level. Euronet has contact persons in several EU member states who chair these
national and transnational platforms. These exist in Greece, Ireland, Italy, Spain and France. The Spanish and French contact
persons of Euronet gave a presentation on their work in the platforms at the Symposium.

Purificación Llaquet Baldellou, Save the Children Spain, on the Role of the Spanish Platform

On 19 November 1997 several organisations working in the field of children, such as Save the Children Spain, UNICEF and
the Young Red Cross, founded the Spanish Youth Platform. This was a result of working together for more than two years.
During these years experiences and ideas on the achievement of the rights of children were exchanged and campaigns were
set up together in Spain. 

There was a necessity for co-ordination between the organisations that work for and with children. This was a particular
issue, since many new organisations had been founded in Spain during recent years.

The objectives of the Platform are:

• Influencing general and sector politics so as to increase the well-being of children and disadvantaged youth
• Recording and reporting violations of children’s rights by public and private institutions
• Developing dialogue, collaboration and participation within relevant public and private organisations
• Encouraging children to participate in organisations that promote their rights
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Activities which the Platform has carried out are the following:

• A working group has been formed on youth participation in both familial and societal education. This working group
co-operates with BICE on projects concerning the communication between adults and children and have started to
carry out research into good practices of participation.

• The Platform has also written a report on the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child in Spain,
to inform the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child on the situation of children in Spain.

• The Platform has taken part in activities organised by EURONET, such as campaigning for the revision of the
Maastricht Treaty and organising a regional seminar in May of 1998 to contribute to the report of this Symposium.
The Platform also translates Euronet’s newsletter into Spanish, translated the report into Spanish, promotes Euronet
in Spain and organises events at which Euronet is represented.

Contact details: Purificación Llaquet Baldellou, Save the Children - Spain, Plaza Puerto Rubio, 28, 28018 Madrid, Spain. Tel:
+34 91 5130500, fax: +34 9 1 5523272, e-mail: stch@savethechildren.es 

Henry Delaunay-Belleville on the Role of COFRADE in France

COFRADE has recently become the national contact person for Euronet in France. COFRADE stands for Conseil Français des
Associations pour les Droits de l’Enfant (French Council of Associations for the Rights of the Child). It was founded in 1990
and consists of 120 associations and organisations members which all fight for the promotion and defence of the rights of
the child. COFRADE’s main target in France is to monitor the application of the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child. This
is done by raising the public awareness, working in committees and also by lobbying the public authorities. 

What is COFRADE going to do to raise awareness on European issues in France?

They are intending to assist Euronet by raising awareness within national NGOs in France on questions of Children’s Policy
at European level. They will use their network within France and their contacts with national MPs for introducing European
items on children at Parliamentary level in France.

Contact details: Jean-Bernard Gicquel, 7, Rue Saint-Lazare, 75009 Paris, France. Tel: +33 1 42809610, fax: +33
142804719.

EU ELECTIONS AND THE PROMOTION 
OF CHILDREN’S RIGHTS

The Swedish Example:

Euronet’s member organisation in Sweden, Rädda Barnen, ran a campaign for their national elections last year and presen-
ted this at the Symposium. To support their election campaign they published their own election manifesto with a list of prio-
rities and concerns they wanted to raise with the public and the politicians. 
Some of their priorities were: 
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What can you do to pursue European issues through Platforms of Children’s NGOs?

There are several possibilities to promote European children’s issues by means of national and transnational platforms:

• A platform can meet, for example, twice a year and discuss children’s issues, including European issues, that
are relevant to all of them and co-ordinate campaigning for children on a national and European level to forward
the European Children’s Agenda.

• You can integrate European issues into existing meetings and publications such as newsletters.
• You can translate Euronet’s newsletter into your own language if this is not yet available and distribute among

the network .
• You can co-operate with another national children’s network in a European project, possibly financed by the EU.



• To create a secure school environment, 
• To strengthen the position of the child in the legal process, 
• To ensure citizenship for stateless children 
• To ensure the best interests of the child in family reunification matters

Rädda Barnen obtained a lot of publicity with their election manifesto. The manifesto was supported by posters which cal-
led on voters to vote for children and asked the public to examine the policies of the different parties affecting children. The
election manifesto and posters might be ideas to use in your campaign for the European elections as well.

EU ELECTIONS
On 10 and 13 June of this year the elections for the European Parliament are going to take place. This is a good occasion to
work on children’s issues on a European level. There are several possibilities for activities to raise awareness for children
with MEPs and the general public, which came out of the workshop on campaigning and political work using the agenda for
action and the leaflet.

What activities can be planned for the European Elections?

• Ask candidates for the European elections to talk about what they plan to do to promote children’s issues. This can
be done by talking to them or by sending letters from NGOs and children and young people. The replies of the MEPs
should be followed-up after the MEPs have been elected.

• You can also use the email to contact MEPs, candidates and political parties.
• You can involve the media, give interviews and give them tips to ask politicians questions on European children’s

issues and their commitments to children.
• You can use the fact that this year is the 10th Anniversary of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child as a means

to get attention for the rights of children.
• You can make a questionnaire for politicians and candidates and ask them about their commitment to do something

for children when they are elected.

In all these activities it is important to identify issues which are important in your country and be sure to have a lot of know-
ledge and experience on the children’s issues you are going to raise. You should also work on ALL political parties with the
same message, so that your organisation will remain impartial and not be linked to one or more political parties. 

Euronet is going to publish a special issue of its newsletter on the European elections.

CAMPAIGNING AND POLITICAL WORK 
ON THE AGENDA FOR ACTION: 

The workshop on campaigning and political work on the agenda for action was set up to develop strategies to promote the
agenda with decision makers by means of exercises. It is now important that at national and European level, the agenda is
taken forward and the report’s recommendations are promoted and discussed with decision makers and NGOs Europe wide.

There are a number of key events in the near future where it is important to make sure that the children’s agenda is promo-
ted. These include:

• The European elections
• The next revision of the EU Treaty
• The 10th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

The participants at the workshop were asked to think of one thing that they would do to take the agenda for action forward
in their member state. These did not have to be complex, costly or time consuming.

Examples for NGOs could include:

a) Convening a meeting with other children’s NGOs to discuss European children’s issues.
b) Sending the agenda to national politicians and/or MEPs
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c) Integrating European issues into existing national work
d) Briefing interested national journalists who cover European issues on the agenda for action.

EXERCISES:
The following exercises and role plays were done in the workshop. These can be used by children’s NGOs in national mem-
ber states or some of the techniques and ideas identified in the workshops can be used to work with the agenda and take it
forward. 

Group 1 - Presidency

Imagine that you are a group of NGOs whose member state has the Presidency in 6 months time. Devise a plan of action
around raising the agenda for action.

• which issues would you prioritise and why (give as support examples of last presidency priorities)?
• How would you brief MEPs, national MPs, and other NGOs, national government Ministers? 

Group 2 MEPs

The European elections are being held in June. Devise an action plan to raise awareness and lobby MEPs and political par-
ties most importantly including a structured follow up targeting new MEPs (after the elections).

Group 3 - Raising awareness with other NGOs in your member state. 

In your member state there is limited awareness and interest amongst the NGO community about European issues and how
they affect children. Devise a strategy for raising awareness and understanding with other NGOs. This should include how
you would maintain communication with other NGOs. 

Group 4 - Raising awareness amongst Young people

In your member state, how would you devise a small, effective initiative which raises the awareness of the European agen-
da for action amongst children and young people. 

Group 5 - Raising awareness with your member state Government

In your countr y, although there is a lot of interest for national children’s issues there is a reluctance to discuss the implica-
tions that Europe has for children. Using the agenda for action devise a strategy for overcoming this with national decision
makers (eg government ministers, national politicians, press and other opinion formers). 

The following issues were a result of the discussions and are recommended for use in your national campaigning work for
children.

RAISE AWARENESS AROUND CHILDREN’S RIGHTS
AMONGST NGOS IN YOUR NATIONAL MEMBER STATE:

• You can use examples of good and bad practices in your own country and of other EU countries and stress the trans-
national aspect

• Small NGOs can work in local areas to raise awareness and as part of national structures
• You can use the anniversary of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child on 20 November

➞ What can you do:
• You can involve children themselves by means of drama and video
• You can use the Euronet leaflet ‘Children are European Citizens too’ and distribute it among NGOs in your country
• You can contact young people at schools and in youth organisations and encourage them to participate in a meeting

of NGOs and young people together
• You can co-operate with other NGOs on a European level
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Raise awareness around European children’s issues amongst Young people

Processes which can be used for your activities are:
• You can use existing networks of NGOs
• You can use the opportunity of the Presidency to raise awareness on European issues affecting children
• You should try to start from the local communities up to a national level

➞ What can you do:
• The report of Euronet “A Children’s Policy for 21st Century Europe: First Steps” or parts of it can be adapted in a

child-friendly version to reach children themselves.
• Children and teachers can be taught about the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and the European Children’s

Agenda. Teachers in Europe should include this in the curriculum, as decided by the Council of Europe.

What activities can be planned when your country has the Presidency of the European Union

You should start preparing 18 months in advance and you can raise the following issues: 
• The need for a legal base for children in the EU Treaty.
• Children’s participation needs to be promoted following the Austrian Resolution of November 1998 on child partici-

pation 
• In each Member State a Children’s Unit could be established

➞ What can you do:
• You can make a briefing on what has been achieved for children during each Presidency and use this as a lobbying

tool for the following Presidencies
• You can organise open meetings with MPs and NGOs, and form all party groups and a youth forum

Raise awareness with National Governments on children’s issues

You can use already existing channels and networks in the Member States and Euronet should support the setting up of such
networks.
➞ What can you do:

• You can organise a group of MPs to meet representatives of children’s NGOs
• When major changes occur, such as the adoption of new laws concerning children, this opportunity can be used to

organise demonstrations and to get the media interested
• Children can be involved themselves by means of school projects
• You can send letters to your government and opposition parties
• You can talk to politicians and, when they are not supportive you could go to the press
• You can take the Euronet Children’s Agenda for Action forward and give to national and European politicians

WORKSHOP ON CHILD PROTECTION AT EU LEVEL
This workshop was given because of the importance of this subject on an EU level at the moment. In recent years there has
been strong political and public support for the EU to respond to the violence against children, especially in the form of sexual
exploitation and abuse. At the time of writing the Daphne Programme is hopefully on its way to being adopted.

In the workshop several child protection issues at EU level were discussed and the following conclusions could be drawn at
the end:

• A well-functioning child protection system has a child-oriented focus where children’s rights and interests are taken
seriously and children’s voices are heard.

• The term “child protection” is used in Europe as an alternative to “child welfare”, especially in the southern countries.
When statements are made on child protection, its semantic meaning should be clarified.

• There is a need to adopt a permanent legal base for the Daphne Programme, which deals with violence against
women and children in the EU, from 2000 until 2004.

• There is a need for systems to control the free movement of abusers, the STOP Programme can be used to develop
these systems.

• There is a need to share best practices between EU member states.
• Physical punishment should be abolished in all EU Member States.
• Further EU action to protect children from TV and damaging advertising is needed.
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• There is a need for a better protection of children as consumers and European consumer legislation should therefo-
re take children’s best interests into account.

• The internet should be regulated to control its negative aspects and to promote positive aspects of the information
revolution.

• There is a need for positive models of participation of children.
• Child-friendly materials need to be developed and information materials have to be translated into practice.

WORKSHOP ON PARTICIPATION AND CITIZENSHIP
One of the aspects which was stressed in the workshop concerned the participation of children at conferences and semi-
nars. The following conclusions were drawn on this aspect:

• One has to be very careful not to exploit the presence of children.
• Methods employed for ensuring child participation should be appropriate to the interest and age of the children.
• One has to prepare the participation of children before a meeting, conference or seminar is taking place.

Nowadays there is much more talk about the need to involve children. Concerning the participation of children in general the
workshop made the following conclusions:

• One has to educate adults to listen to children and to give them the opportunity to participate.
• The processes of the participation of children need to be mainstreamed.
• One has to create opportunities for the participation of children.

A development is taking place in the understanding of the concept of the participation of children. For some people partici-
pation should be limited to formal aspects such as school councils, community councils, etc. For others it should go beyond
this. Therefore it is necessary to start educating on real participation. This means to educate people on the rights of the child,
to educate them on values and also to develop a methodology for participation. For this reason it is very important to 
exchange different experiences between EU countries and children’s organisations.

ANNEX I
Evaluation of the Symposium: Some findings and remarks which came back on the evaluation
forms after the Symposium:

Overall, participants in general enjoyed the symposium, and they most enjoyed the workshops on the second day and the
speech of Ms Lhoest of the European Commission DG X. The question time panel was generally well received but with some
reservations. The workshops on campaigning and citizenship and participation were most enjoyed and the one on child pro-
tection had mixed reactions, since participants had expected more discussion and interactive participation.

Several participants observed that there were only a few young people participating. However, this was never intended to be
a young people’s conference, but it is important that when young people are involved it is ensured that young people parti-
cipate actively. Because of the large amount of interest from the Spanish delegates, it is important to have Spanish interpre-
tation in the future. Some participants would have liked more time for an in depth presentation of the report, since they found
it challenging and comprehensive. Another proposal was, for the European Commission to establish a working group around
the 10th anniversary of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child which would encourage the development and financing
of different programmes.
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NAME ORGANISATION ADDRESS PHONE

EURONET

1.  Isabella Poli BICE Via della Quiete 61 +39  0573 401804
I-51100 Pistoia • Italy

2.   Bill Bell SCF/UK SCF/UK +44 171  7035400
London SE5 8RD • UK

3.  Matilde Esteves Sirgado Instituto de Apoio à Instituto de Apoio à Criança +351 1 362 17 93 
Criança Largo da Memória 14

P-1300 Lisboa • Portugal

4.  Ann Elliot SCF SCF/UK +44  171 7035400
London SE5 8RD • UK

5.  Madeleine Tearse SCF SCF/UK +44  171 7035400
London SE5 8RD • UK

6.  John Errington SCF 1 Eastgate +44  1132424844
Leeds LS27L4 • UK

7.  Richard Powell SCF 1 Eastgate +44  1132424844
Leeds LS27L4 • UK

9.  Helen Agathonos Institute of Child Health Institute of Child Health +30 1771 57 91
7 Fokidos
GR-11526 Athens • Greece

10. Simone Ek Rädda Barnen Rädda Barnen +46 8 698 90  00
S-10788 Stockholm • Sweden

11. Jorge Fereiro Instituto de Apoio Instituto de Apoio à Criança +351 1 362 17 93 
à Criança Largo da Memória 14

P-1300 Lisboa • Portugal

12. Jan van Gils Kind en Samenleving Kind en Samenleving +32 2 269  7180
Nieuwelaan 63 • B-1860 Meise

13. Purificacion Llaquet Save the Children Save the Children Spain +34 9  1 5130500
Baldellou Spain Plaza Puerto Rubio 28

28018 Madrid • Spain

14. Sean Lawless Focus on Children Focus on Children +44  1232 672366
13 Gardiner Place +353 1 8788708
IRL-Dublin • Ireland

15. Paul Flynn Focus on Children/Cross Care Ireland +35 318304353

16. Luisa Maria Aguillar BICE BICE +32 2 231  03 88
32 Rue Stevin +32 2 231 04 74
1000 Brussels • Belgium

17. Gloria Macias Rädda Barnen EU Ave. de Tervuren 15 +32 2  732 18 00
Svensson Liaison Office

1040 Brussels • Belgium

18. Diana Sutton International Save the Save the Children +32 2 51278  51
Children Alliance Place du Luxembourg +32 2 512 66 73 (fax)

1050 Brussels • Belgium

19. Annemieke Wolthuis Defence for Children Defence for Children +31 204203771 
International P O Box 75297

1070 AG Amsterdam • The Netherlands12
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20. Mieke Schuurman Euronet Euronet +32  2 512 45  00
Place du Luxembourg 1 +32 2 512 66  73 (fax)

1050 Brussels • Belgium

21. Christina Marouli Save the Children 54 Papadiamandopoulou
Greece GR-157 71 Zografou

Athens • Greece

22. Henry Delaunay Belleville COFRADE Conseil Français des +33 1 42  80 96 10 
Associations pour les Droits De l’Enfant +33 1 42 80 47 19 (fax)

7, rue Saint-Lazare
75009 Paris • France

EURONET EXPERTS:

1. Maria da Luz Duarte Duque Ministry of Health Ave. Estados Unidos +3511 8474807
da America +3511 8478696 (fax)

Lote 77-3a
1788 Lisboa Codex • Portugal

2. Louise Ackers University of Leeds University of Leeds +44 113 233 5033
Leeds LS2 95T • UK

3.  Sandy Ruxton Researcher Euronet 36 Southfield Rd +44  1868 247 356
Oxford OX4 1NZ • UK

4. Eugene Verhellen University of Gent Universiteit van Gent +32 9 2646281
Henri Dunantlaan 2
9000 Gent • Belgium

5. Helmut Wintersberger European Observatory European Observatory on National Family Policies
on Family Policies Gonzagasse 19/8 +43 15351454

A-1010 Vienna • Austria

6.Gianni Biondi Children’s Hospital Direttore del Servizio Psico-Sociale +39668592228
Bambini Gesu Piazza S Onofiro 4

00165 Roma • Italy

YOUNG PARTICIPANTS

1.  Sonia Carvalho Rua Dr. Alexandre Sequeiro n-34
5ºA — 2860 Moita • Portugal

2.  Rodolfo Martins Rua Abel Salazar lote 176
3˚ sto — 2860 Moita • Portugal

3.  Olga Oliveira Apartado 42
7600 Aljustrel • Portugal

4.  Paula Morera Rua Eiras do Ravasco 1
7250 Alandroal • Portugal

5.  Maria Mira Estrada Principal 1
7250 Alandroal • Portugal

6.  Joa Carvalho Avenida Antero de Quental 17A
7250 Alandroal • Portugal

7.  Joa Caridase Rua dos Evealiptos n-51
Oldeue 2430 Marinha Grande • Portugal

13

WORKING AGENDA
FOR CHILDREN



NAME ORGANISATION ADDRESS PHONE

8.  Josi Martins Bairro Flonestal Guarda Nova
n-3 2430 Marinha Grande • Portugal

9.  Joa Canha Avenida dos Estudos Unidos da America n-77 5˚
1700 Lisboa • Portugal

10. Dalva Fernandes Rua 51 lote 15 Trutas
2430 Marinha Grande • Portugal

11. José Santana Bairro da Alvorada n-10 Gaeiras
2430 Marinha Grande • Portugal

12. Myryam Yazdanfar C/O Mr Hans Backmän +46 8 856  549
Swedish Committee for Iran
Gunnarbovägen 2B, IV
170 64 SOLNA • Sweden

13. Francisca Alexandra - Correia Lopes Portugal

14. Daniel Diaz Muñoz Spain

15. Jason Moore Ireland

NATIONAL ORGANISATIONS IN THE EUROPEAN UNION:

1. A P Falowo Ass for Protection of Finland
Childrens Rights (APCR), Finnish Section

2. Claudia Arnold ENSW European Network on Street Children +32 2 347 78 48
Ave. Albert, 137
1190 Brussels • Belgium

3. Dirk Voss Children’s Rights Children’s Rights  Commisariate +32 2 552 9800
Commissariat, Flemish Vlaams Parlement

Parliament
1011 Brussels • Belgium

4. Eleni Andrikopoulou European Forum for EFCW +32 2 511 70  83
Child Welfare 53 Rue de la Concorde

1050 Brussels • Belgium

5. William Lay COFACE COFACE +32 2 511 41 79
Rue de Londres 17
1050 Brussels • Belgium

6. Dr Veys Don Bosco Don Bosco International +32 2 779 11  03
Guldenallaan 88
1150 Brussels • Belgium

7. Katlijn Declerq ECPAT ECPAT Belgium
Huidevetterstraat 165
1000 Brussels • Belgium

8.  Inge Ranscheer t EASE EASE +32 53 66 37  08
Hazelaarstraat 1 bus 3
9470 Denderleeuw • Belgium

9.  Liliane de Cock EASE EASE +32 53 66 37  08
Hazelaarstraat 1 bus 3
9470 Denderleeuw • Belgium
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10. Monica van Hoogstraten Amnesty International Amnesty International
Poenaaardlaan 7
3090 Overijse • Belgium

11. Tine Vanthuyne University of Gent Universiteit van Gent
Henri Dunantlaan 2
9000 Gent • Belgium

12. Dominick Toshchi Telefono Azzurro Telefono Azzurro +32 2  534 71 98
Massino-Luquer
Rue Falder 87
Brussels • Belgium

13. Francesca Fontanini Telefono Azzurro International Sector +39 051 227050
Telefono Azzurro
Via dell’Angelo Custode, 1/3
40141 Bologna • Italy

14. Emanuela Buscemi Telefono Azzurro Telefono Azzurro +39 051 227050
Via dell’Angelo Custode 1/3
40141 Bologna • Italy

15. Tessa Schmidburg Child Focus Child Focus +32 2 475 44 29
Buro & Design Center +32 2 475 44  01 (fax)

Esplanade du Heysel BP 20
1020 Brussels • Belgium

16. Aleix Ripol-Millet Instituto de la Infancia Instituto de la Infancia +34 93 4023214
y el Mundo Urbano y el Mundo Urbano

c. Ciutat 11
08002 Barcelona • Spain

17. Marleny Colmenares Distrito de Ciutatvella Responsible de Infancia y +34 93 268 43 00
Gonzalez Ayuntamiento de Educación
Barcelona Distrito de Ciutatvella

Ayuntamiento de Barcelona
C/Regomir 3
Barcelona 08001 • Spain

18. Jose Cabanillas Consejeria de Asuntos Jefa de Servicio +34 95 4554192
Cabanillas Sociales Direccion Consejeria de Asuntos

General de Atencion Sociales Direccion
al Niño General de Atencion al Niño

Avda. Heroes de Toledo
14 Edif. Junta de Andalucia
41071 Sevilla • Spain

19. Leonor Rojo Garcia Consejeria de Asuntos Directora General +34 95 4554192
Sociales Direccion Consejeria de Asuntos
General de Atencion Sociales Direccion
al Niño General de Atencion al Niño

Avda. Heroes de Toledo
14 Edif. Junta de Andalucia
41071 Sevilla • Spain

20. Helen Stalford University of Leeds University of Leeds +44 113 233 5033
Leeds LS2 95T • UK

21. Angeles Peral Espejo PSOE Coordinado Sec. Movimientos Sociales +34  91 5820479
PSOE +34915820476(fax)
C/Ferraz 70
28003 Madrid • Spain
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22. Eugenia General Secretariat for Advisor to the Secretary General +30 12520642 
Stathoulopoulou Youth Greece General Secretariat for Youth +30  12530890 (fax)

417 Acharnon • Greece

23. Denis Caillaux UNICEF Director, +32 2 513 22  51 
UNICEF Brussels Office +32 2 513 22  90 (fax)

Rue Montoyer 14 2nd Floor
1000 Brussels • Belgium

24. Karin Hulshof UNICEF Programme Officer +32 2  513 22 51
UNICEF Brussels Office +32 2 513 22  90 (fax)

Rue Montoyer 14 2nd Floor
1000 Brussels • Belgium

25. Elizabeth Hammer Uppsala Initiative President of the Uppsala Initiative +32 2 546 1600/17
Stockholm Meeting Place +32 2 546  1615 (fax) 

Grand Place 14 
1000 Brussels • Belgium

26. Francoise Dieryck Amnesty International Coordinator for the Childrens +32 2 657 37 24
Network Amnesty International

Esdoornenlaan 42
3090 Overijse • Belgium

27. Rosa San Andres Plataforma Organit- Vocal Participacion Infantil +34 91 7759436
aciones de Infancia Plataforma Organitaciones de Infancia +34917739441(fax)

E/Tirso Molina No 3 • Spain

28. Angeles Sevillano Liga Espanola de la Liga Espanola de la +3491 594 53 38
Hernandez   Educacion y la Cultura Educacion y la Cultura Popular +3491 447 22 47 (fax)

Popular C/Vallehermoso 54
28015 Madrid, Spain

29. Gracia Juste Ortega Ministry of Labour and General Bureau of Social +34 91 347 8125
Social Affairs Action, Minors and Ministry of Labour and +34913478120(fax)

Family Social Affairs
C/Jose Abaslal 39
28003 Madrid • Spain

30. Peter Cuyvers Nederlandse Gezinsraad Nederlandse Gezinsraad +31 70 330 60 60
Lange Voorhout 86
2514 Ej Den Haag • The Netherlands

31. Mario Jorge Rego Centro de Saude de Medecin de Santé Publique +34  69 825243
dos Santos Aljustrel Centro de Saúde de Aljustrel

Rua do Mármore No. 22
7540 Santiago do Cacém

32. Fatima Ferreira Centro de Saúde de Alandroal
7250 Alandroal • Portugal

33. Dr Ana Gerreiro Rua Professor Bento Jesus
Caraça n-6 1ºsto
2860 Moita • Portugal

34. Expedito Pereiro Centro de Saude de Responsible du Project P.E.P.T +35  1083 320130
Ribiero Odemira Centro de Saúde de  Odemira

Vale Pêgas de Baixo
7630 Odemira • Portugal

35. Harry Shier Article 31 Coordinator, Play Train +44 121 766 8446
Action Network Article 31  Action Network

31 Farm Rd
Birmingham B11 1LS • UK16
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36. Dr Andy Bilson Centre for Europe’s Director +44  141 330 3710
Children Centre for Europe’s Children

University of Glasgow
Lilybank House
Bute Gardens
Glasgow G12 8RT
UK

37. Angela Guillaume European Union of International Chairman +44 1590 678466
Women European Union of Women

Camelot
Ramley Rd
Lymington
Hants SO41 8LH • UK

38. Karen Newell Barnet Play Association Coordinator +44 181 343 1449
Barnet Play Association
The Old Barn
Tarling Rd
East Finchley
London N2 8LB • UK

39. Peter Newell EPOCH Wordwide Coordinator +44  1717000627
EPOCH Worldwide
77 Holloway Rd
London N7 8JZ • UK

40. Sandra Fenn National Council for Management Committee +44 171 404 8357
Abducted Children Reunite

National Council for Abducted Children
P.O. Box 4
London WC1X 3DX • UK

41. Denise Carter National Council for Director +44 171 404 8357
Abducted Children National Council for Abducted Children
Reunite P.O. Box 4

London WC1X 3DX • UK

42. Dr Peter Hermann Esosc ESOS Consultancy
The Jasnaja Poljan
Clonmoyle
Ahabullogue
Co. Cork • Ireland

43. Sylvia Trnka European Observatory European Observatory on +43 1 535 14 54 26
on Family Matters Family Matters +43 1  5351455 (fax)

Gonzagagasse 19/8
A-1010 Vienna • Austria

44. Liz Atkinson NSPCC Head of Public Policy +44 171 825 2757
NSPCC +44 1718252762 (fax)

42 Curtain Rd
London EC2A 3NH • UK

45. Laura Wirtz Researcher 14 Batavia Mews
Goldsmiths College
London SE14 6EA • UK

46. Jacqueline Andries OMEP Vice President for Europe 02 653 48 12
Org. Mondiale Educ. Préscolaire 02 652 18 87 (fax)
Ave. de Montalembert 27
1330 Rixensart
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47. Natalie Legrand Liaison Committee on Brussels 02  734 7133(fax)
Development

OUTSIDE EU

1. Nevena Vuckovic Sahovic Yugoslav Child Rights Director & Research & +381  11185351
Centre Education Programme Manager +38111639571(fax)

Yugoslav Child Rights Centre
Zmaj Jovina 25/5
11000 Beograd • Yugoslavia

2. Aleksandar Selak-Zivkovic Centre Social Political Director +385 1 433  543
Initiatives Centre Social Political +385 1 423 317

Initiatives +385 1  433721(fax)
10000 Zagreb • Croatia

3.  Daskad Dugodevic Centre Social Policital Centre Social Political +385 1 423 317
Intitiatives Initiatives +385  1 433721(fax)

10000 Zagreb • Croatia

4 Jerzy Sliwa Polish Forum for Coordinator +48  12 423 5371 
Childrens Rights Polish Forum for Childrens Rights

Brodzinskiego 1
PL 30 506 Craków • Poland

5. Janet Nelson UNICEF Senior Programme Officer +41  22 909 58 23
Palais des Nations CH-1211 Geneva 10 • Switzerland +41229095900(fax)

6.  Marie Louise Bistrup Childwatch International Research Coordinator +47 22854841
P.O. Box 1132 Blindern +47  22855028 (fax)
N-0317 Oslo • Norway

7. An-Magritt Jensen Professor Department of Sociology +47  73 59 02 67
University of Science & Political Science +47  73591564(fax)
& Technology University of Science & Technology

N-7055 Dragvoll • Norway

8.Turid Heiberg SCF Norway Redd Barna +47 22 99 0900
Hammersborg Torg 3
P O Box 6902
St Olavs Plass
0130 Oslo • Norway

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT - Rue Wiertz, 1047 Bruxelles
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1. Viviane Reding MEP
2. An Hermans Flemish MP
3. Hiltrud Breyer MEP 
4. Wilmya Zimmerman MEP
5. Astrid Thors MEP
6. Marie-Therese Hermange MEP
7. Linda Mcavan MEP
8. Brian Crowley MEP
9. Galluccio Mauro Political Advisor
10. Sue Waddington MEP
11. Irene Soltwedel-Schaefer MEP
12. Klaus Lukas MEP
13. Lyndon Harrison MEP

14. Mars Lindberg Assistant du député Astrid Thors
15. Philip Whitehead MEP
16. Maartje van Putten MEP
17. Ricardo Garosci MEP
18. Mary Banotti MEP
19. Bartho Pronk MEP
20. J.M. Mendiluce Pereiro MEP
21. U. Schleicher MEP



EUROPEAN COMMISSION:

1. Yolanda Gallego-Casilda Assistant Administrator European Commission +32 2 299 39  87
Rue de la Loi 200 +32 2 295  81 06 (fax)

1049 Brussels

3. Marie Françoise Santarelli Assistant Principal European Commission DG 1A
Rue de la Loi 200
1049 Brussels

4. Holde Lhoest European Commission Conseiller de Direction DGX +32 2 299 94 35 
DGX 120 Rue de Trèves 8/46 +32 2 299 48 04 (fax)

1040 Brussels

5. Anthony Simpson Secretariat General SG Task Force +32 2 296  6933
European European Commission +32 2  295 0174 (fax)

Commission Justice Rue de la Loi 200
& Home Affairs 1049 Brussels

6. Soledad Blanco European Commission European Commission DGV
DGV J37 0/120

Rue de la Loi 200
1049 Brussels

7. Marianna Paraskeva European Commission European Commission DGV
DGV J37 1/08

Rue de la Loi 200
1049 Brussels

9. Maria da Graca Barbedo European Commission Administrator +32 2 296 50 08
DG XXII DG XXII +32 2 299 0  38 (fax)

Rue Belliard 7 3/57
1049 Brussels

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE

1. Loa Brynjulfsdottir Economic and Social 2 Rue Ravenstein +32 2 546 98 65
Committee 1000 Brussels

2. Georgios Sklavounos Economic and Social 2 Rue Ravenstein +32 2  546 98 65
Committee 1000 Brussels +32 2 5469757  (fax)

COUNCIL OF EU

1.  Karen Mohl Larsen EU Rep Denmark Counsellor for Health & Social Affairs +32 2 233 08 24
Rue d’Arlon 73 +32 2 230 92  05 (fax)

1040 Brussels

2.  Volker Berger EU Rep Germany Perm. Rep. of Germany to the EU
Rue J de Lalaing 19-21
1040 Brussels

COUNCIL OF EUROPE:

1.  Anna M. Gillett Council of Europe Directorate of Social & +33 3 88 41 21 64
Economic Affairs +33388413765(fax)
Council of Europe
F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex • France
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EURONET SYMPOSIUM PROGRAMME
“A CHILDREN’S POLICY FOR THE 21st CENTURY”

27 and 28 January 1999, Brussels

Wednesday 27 January 1999:
Location: European Parliament, Rue Wiertz, room L 3 E2, Brussels

10.00-10.30: Press conference: Jason Moore (from Ireland, representing children and young people)

Sandy Ruxton (author of “A Children’s Policy for 21
st 
Century Europe: First Steps”)

Diana Sutton and Sean Lawless

Chair: Mr Bartho Pronk (Dutch MEP)

11.00-11.05: Welcome by Mr Bartho Pronk MEP 
11.05-11.20: Opening by Ms Soledad Blanco (European Commission, DGV)
11.20-11.40 Presentation of the European Agenda for Action by Ms. Purificacion Llaquet Balledou and 

Daniel Diaz Muñoz (Save the Children, Spain).
11.40-11.55: Presentation by Mr Sandy Ruxton (author of “A

Children’s Policy for 21st Century Europe: First Steps”).
11.55-12.10: Speech by Ms Mary Banotti MEP
12.10-12.30: Explanation of Question Time Panel by Sean Lawless (Focus on Children)

12.30-14.00: Lunch

Chair: Mr. S. Lawless(Focus on Children).

14.00-16.00: Question time:
Responses to the European Children’s Agenda.
(5 minutes response on the agenda per person, followed by response to questions).

Panel:

Ms. Marianna Paraskeva (European Commission DGV) 
Ms. M.T. Hermange (MEP) 
Jason Moore (young person from Ireland)
Dr. Helen Agathonos (Euronet national contact person Greece) 
Ms. Janet Nelson (Unicef) 
Mr. Helmut Wintersberger(Austrian Institute for Family Studies).

16.00: Closing speech by Ms U. Schleicher, MEP, Vice President of the European Parliament.

Thursday 28 January 1999:
Location: Conference room in Swissotel, Rue de Parnasse 19, Brussels

Chair: Mr Bill Bell (the InternationaI Save the Children Alliance, UK).

Workshops:

1. Child protection Workshop leaders: Ms Helen Agathonos (Euronet contact person Greece), Mr Sandy Ruxton.

2. Citizenship, participation and rights - (workshop leaders: Ms Luisa Maria Aguillar (BICE, Belgium), Ms Purificacion
Llaquet Balledou (Save the Children, Spain).

3. Campaigning and political work on the agenda for action - (workshop leaders: Ms Diana Sutton (the International
Save the Children Alliance)  Mr Sean Lawless (Focus on Children) and Ms Simone Ek (Rädda Barnen).
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Morning: Plenary and workshops: Ballroom 1(plenary) and conference rooms 6 and 7(workshops)

08.45-09.15: Welcome Coffee

09.15-09.30: Opening and introduction on Euronet by Mr Bill Bell (the
InternationaI Save the Children Alliance, UK).

09.30-09.45:Speech by Ms Lhoest (European Commission DGX).

09.45-11.00: Workshop 1 
• Child Protection: Conference Room 7; English
• Citizenship, Participation and Rights: Conference Room 6; French
• Campaigning and political work: Ballroom 1; English/French

11.00-11.30: Coffee break (break out room).

11.30.-12.45: Workshop 2
• Child Protection: Conference Room 7; English
• Citizenship, Participation  and Rights:Ballroom 1; English/French
• Campaigning and political work: Conference 6; English

12.45-13.45: Lunch in restaurant Swisshotel.

Afternoon: Plenary session in Ballroom 1

14.00-14.45: Presentations by national contact people:

14.00-14.15: National Platform in Spain by Ms Purificacion Llaquet Balledou.
14.15-14.30: Elections by Ms Simone Ek (Rädda Barnen, Sweden).
14.30-14.45: Presentation by Mr Henry Delaunay-Belleville ,

COFRADE (Conseil Français des Associations pour les Droits de l’Enfant)

14.45-15.30: Questions and Discussion

15.30-16.00: Conclusions and next steps by Mr Bill Bell and Ms Luisa Maria
Aguillar (BICE).

16.00: Tea break and end of the day.








