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Objectives of the Yatra

The objective of this campaign is to influence public opinion on the negative aspects of the
corporal punishments and advocacy on implementing the GO MS. No. 16/2002 of Education
Department Govt. of AP.

Major Demands through this Yatra

e A comprehensive Act shall be brought forward at national level to protect the
children from all types of violence including corporal punishments.

e A Separate Act shall be formed in the lines of Domestic Violence to protect the
children from all types of abuse and violence.

e Precautions shall be taken for the effective implementation of GO. MS No.16
(2002). Awareness shall be created to the teachers on this GO.

e Task Force committees shall be formed at the district level to monitor the
implementation of GOs. Child participation shall be encouraged in this task force.

e Child Welfare committees established under 1] Act, shall be strengthened to solve
the issues of children.

e Child Rights commission shall be established at the state level, with preference to
the children in this commission.

e Separate committees shall be constituted at the district level, with the
government officials for the protection of children in the private education
institutions.

Background of the issue

There were about 250 enactments made by the State as well as Central
Governments for the welfare of children and to rescue the children from all forms of
exploitation, diversity and to make them to be dignified. But they are in vain. India
consented with United Nations Child Rights Convention in the year 1992. In accordance with
the Act, most of the National resources shall be allocated to children and there shall be
some special Acts to be implemented for the protection and a comprehensive development
of the children in our country. But both State and Central Governments seems to be so
lethargic over the issue. As a result child labor, violence against children, rapes and sexual
exploitations became rampant that led to perdition and impediment of the innocent children
of our Nation.

Children agonized that, under the veil of discipline there are rigorous physical abuse,
violence and exploitations against them both at home and school. The incidences of suicides
and abandonment from home and school are nothing but the result of cruel attitude against
children by both teachers and parents. Children remain as illiterates due to corporal
punishment and abuses. Some of the children become street children while some other as
child labor. Children anguished that they are trapped by the traffickers and retaining at
prostitution homes at times. The main ambition of Jana Chaitanya Yatra is “to bring
awareness in adults on Golden future of the children which shall not be spoiled” children
said.

In 2007, the Ministry of Women and Child Development, published the first
nationwide study on child abuse in India, based on the experiences of 12,447 children aged
5-18 years from across 13 states and also involving 2,324 young adults (aged 18-24) and
2,449 stakeholders (adults holding positions in government departments, private service
and urban and rural local bodies, and individuals from the community). The study revealed
a high prevalence of corporal punishment of children in all the settings - their family homes,
schools, institutions and on the streets. Of the total number of children, 69% reported
physical abuse, including corporal punishment, in one or more situations, more commonly
(54.68%) boys and young children (48.29%). In the 5-12 age group, nearly three out of
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four (72.2)% reported physical abuse in one or more situations, in the 13-14 year age
group 70.61%, and among 15-18 year olds 62.13%. Of children abused within the family, in
the majority of cases the perpetrators were parents (reported by 88.6% of respondents -

50.9% mothers, 37.6% fathers).

The second most commonly reported
perpetrators were teachers (44.8%), followed
by employers (12.39%), caregivers (9.45%),
NGO workers (4.78%) and others. The
difference between boys and girls was
marginal, but age was significant, with young
children aged 5-12 the most vulnerable and the

"I am a senior journalist
and this is the first time in my
life I am listening about the
corporal punishments on
children and about Child Rights.
I came to know about these

risk declining for children aged 13-14 and again
for adolescents aged 15-18. The most
commonly reported punishment was being
slapped and kicked (63.67%), followed by
being beaten with a stave or stick (31.31%),
and being pushed, shaken, etc (5.02%). For
many (15.6%) the hurt resulted in serious
physical injury, swelling or bleeding. When
stakeholders were asked for their views on
physical/corporal punishment, over 44.54% felt
it was necessary in disciplining children;
25.45% disagreed with its necessity; 30.01%
expressed no opinion. When asked about most
suitable form of punishment for discipline,
35.24% said scolding or shouting, 11.31%
slapping or beating with a stick, almost 11%
felt locking a child in a room or denying food
was suitable punishment. (Kacker, L., Varadan,
S. & Kumar, P., 2007, Study on Child Abuse:
India 2007, New Dehli: Ministry of Women and
Child Development)

through the pamphlets,
distributed during this YATRA.

To my knowledge, many
journalists are not aware of
various issues that affect the
child rights, due to which child
rights are being violated many
times in reporting news in both
print and electronic media by
our journalists. Why don‘t you
train the journalists of our
union at all levels (Village to
State Level) ? If you agree for
providing the trainings on child
rights, I will make
arrangements in our training
classes which are being held at

OUr UNiONS......cuues ',
. Mr. A. Anjaneyulu, Senior
A large scale research study conducted in May Journalist and Member u
V4

2006 by Saath Charitable Trust and supported
by Plan International (India) looked at
children’s experiences of corporal punishment
in schools and in the home in one district in
each of four states — Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan and Andhra Pradesh. The research
involved 1,591 children mostly from 41 schools as well as members of various children’s
organisations. Parents, teachers (215) community members, government officials and other
adults were also consulted. The main methods used were interviews, focus group
discussions, and role play and classroom observation. The study found corporal punishment
to be an accepted way of life in all the schools and communities visited. The most common
forms of punishments were hitting with hands and stick, pulling hair and ears, and telling
children to stand for long period in various positions. Threats of physical violence were also
common. Severe forms of corporal punishment were also encountered, including being
severely kicked, starvation, tying with rope to chairs/poles followed by beatings, and being
assigned physically strenuous labour (e.g. in the fields). In all schools, there would be at
least five beatings every day, in addition to other more moderate forms of punishment,
though the punishments were less severe than those experienced in the home. Punishment
in the home was inflicted by mothers and fathers on both girls and boys with equal severity,
more frequently for boys. (Saath Charitable Trust/Plan International, India, 2006, Impact of
Corporal Punishment on School Children: A Research Study — Final Report)

National Core Committee, Ex.

State President, APUWJ




HELP identified that “65% of the children were punished by teachers in various
contexts” through its survey with a total of 250 children among 25 primary and upper
primary schools through out Prakasam district during 2007. Among them 52% of the
children were being punished by parents at homes.

Deliverable:

1. Creating awareness on corporal punishments and its ill effects in 9 coastal
Districts of Andhra Pradesh for NGOs, and General Public through involving
children at all levels.

2. Building pressure on the government through media by sensitizing them on
Corporal Punishments and various forms of violence on children.

3. Collecting signatures from the public demanding for a national act. To
protect the children from all forms of violence including corporal
punishment at homes and educational institutions.

Mass awareness campaign

- Yatra (Rally) An Advocacy campaign through Children theatre and music band in
Coastal AP, by involving children on corporal punishment and violence against
children from Tada/Sulluripeta to Ichapuram covering 1200 Km of Coastal AP.

- Awareness on existing laws Information dissemination on government policies on
corporal Punishments through IEC material in regional languages.

Process adopted
1. Identification and selection of Children to participate in the Yatra.

In view of the proposed Week long YATRA, special care was taken in identifying the
children.  Children of women in prostitution in the red-light areas and
disadvantaged children were given preference.

In the first round 50 children were selected and preliminary training on advocacy
activities was conducted. Of whom 25 children were selected, based on their ability
in communication.

2. Trainings with Nalandaway, Chennai.

Nalalndaway, Chennai masters in training the children in theatre art was selected
to train the children, selected for the YATRA. Mr. Shriram, a professional in theater
art and a veteran in training children had taken up the training part for this Yatra.

3. Training provided to the children.

After the selection process, the children were given the basic awareness on using
the instruments Dappu, and Tudumbu by Nalalndaway team. The children were
also trained in the basic steps for giving street play. The children were trained for
40 days (in thwo phases to avoid the disturbance for their regular education),
during which they were trained in street play methods. After the completion of
first phase, a performance was arranged in the community to asses the abilities of
the children. With the feedback from the community and audience, the children
were suggested about the changes they have to make in their approach.

4. Logistic arrangements for the Yatra

Arranged District Level meeting with NGOs

Formation of committees with the staff.

NGO level coordination meeting with the committees.

Invitation to Officials and media.

Logistic preparation by the committees for the children travel, food and Night
Stay.



e Campaign at every place started with creating the attention of general public
through musical band.

e Performed street play depicting the issues of corporal punishments at homes
and Educational Institutions, and violence in all forms on children for one and
half hour.

Addressed the media about corporal punishments in schools and at homes.
Collecting the signatures from the general public demanding for protection of
children

How did the skits go ?.....
Skit 1: Corporal Punishment

It starts with a scene which depicts a poor family where father(man of the house) is a
drunkard. This is usually the scene in many houses today. Father come home drunk and
stops his son from going to school. He argues that it as waste of time.

He snatches the money given by his wife to the child for purchasing books. When the boy
reaches the school, teacher punishes him for bringing books, without finding the reason for
not bringing books. Scared of the teacher; the boy drops out of school and goes to work.

Scene two: A family where both wife and
husband argue & fight for every minute reason
and finally show their anger on their children and
beat them for no simple reason. Fed up with the
daily issues at home, both the children ran away
and finally reached the town, Boy turned into
street child and the girl was trafficked and
reached a brothel house.

Message: By imposing corporal punishment at [
schools, these children are dropping out of school
and are turning into child labour where as due to corporal punishments at home, children
are running away and are turning into street children and are being exploited. Every one
shall share love and affection to the children and protect their rights, by understand their
issues.

Skit 2: Child abuse

It shows about the issues of children especially, girl children going to work and school in a
rural background. Scene starts with a bunch of adolescent girls going to work in a village.
The supervisor (Maistry) starts misbehaving with them and even dare to abuse them
sexually, as he could do it with the support of the land lord who himself is also taking share
in these acts. Even parents at home do not buy the word of their daughters and scolds them
to change their behavior instead of addressing the problem.

In schools the male teachers in the name of appreciation and discipline try to touch the
private parts of the innocent girls.

Message: Due to the abuse on children, they are being the victims of self humiliation and
are dropping out of schools. The girls going for work are staying back at their homes and
are losing their livelihood.

Skit 3: Trafficking:

This skit explains the realistic situation in the rural and semi urban areas of our country. It
starts with a scene, having college and school going girls being attracted on the chances in
the films and fascinated by luxurious life style shown in media and films, blindly follows the
traffickers who pretends as guides for the welfare of the children, finally ends up in the net
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of pimps and brokers On the other hand another set of girls living in the villages being
attracted in the name of love and follow their lover, who finally ends up in the city and sell
the girl in a brothel house.

Message: Be aware of the traffickers, who cheat the women and children by taking their
poverty, greed and traffic them to brothel houses. One should be very vigilant about this
type of incidences in their villages/towns and near their homes.

Skit 4: Child Labour:

This is a very impressive scene which truly reflects the lives of millions of children suffering
as child labour. The scene shows th life of a child who goes to work due to the negligence of
parents and poverty as well. It also shows the attitude of the employer. The types of
punishments he imposes on the child for very small mistakes. Exploitation of the employer
by extracting more work hours for meager amounts he pay the child...... and so on... finally
retains the child as child labour.... Loosing all the rights of child.

Message: Every child deserves to enjoy their child hood. Their child hood be protected.
They should not be away from school, which is a safe place for the child development.

Children, after exhibiting each skit asked the audience about their reaction and
response if they come across any such incidents in their village/town or near by
their house.

Out come:

e Starting date : 2" Oct 2008 at Tada( Nellore Dist) the boarder of Andhra and Tamil
Nadu.

e Closing Date : 9" Oct 2008 at Ichapuram - Srikakulam Dist the boarder of Andhra -
Orissa

e Total Distance traveled ( Kilometers) : 1200 KM (from tada to Ichapuram )

e No.of children involved: 25 children (13 Female + 12 Male) age range from 12 - 18
years

e Back ground of children: School going and non-school going and who are
participated in our earlier child consultations

e Kalajathas and Cultural Campaigns: During the 9 days of the campaign children
and the local NGO teams participated in the Kalajathas and spread the message of
Corporal Punishment and abuse through music band, songs and play lets. These
cultural campaigns carry the message powerfully to the public and made the
programme a Ssuccess.

e Number of Press meets conducted: 24 press meets were conducted in 9 Coastal
districts and met more than 300 journalists (both print and electronic) where children
directly addressed the media.

e Public meetings: on the National High way-5, children addressed the public in 25
public meetings on the road side villages and towns in their yatra. In addition children
addressed the passengers in 10 bus-stations in various coastal districts in their yatra.

e Media coverage: we received a good support both from the electronic and Print
Media. They covered all the press meetings in various towns of the coastal districts in
the main and district editions and state wide and local T.V. news channels widely.

e Distribution of Information Material: During this campaign we have distributed
nearly 10,000 pamphlets thus spreading the ill effects of corporal punishment and
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various forms of child abuse including violence to the Public. Five
Thousand (5000) posters carrying the need to campaign against
corporal punishment were also pasted on the walls though out
the campaign.

e Collection of signatures: as a part of this campaign signature
were collected from the general public who are in solidarity
against corporal punishment and violence on children. By
demanding the Honorable Governor of Andhra Pradesh. We
have collected 9,245 signatures in all 9 coastal districts along the
National High Way.

Responses from Public:

T *% "I have learnt about Child Rights. I

, came to know about Corporal Punishment
' through this Chaitanya Yatra only. In my
childhood I was punished many times at
School and at Home in the name of
discipline. I will extend my cooperation to
the best of my abilities for the abolishing

”

corporal punishments.......... f

Smt. Katam Arunamma, ZP Chairperson ,
Prakasam Dist.

"The performance given by the children through
Music band had attracted me very well. I used to tell
the teachers and management (where my children are
studying) to teach discipline to my children. After
looking at this performance, I decided not to tell the
same to the teachers. I am very happy for permitting
this performance at our RTC depot, which sensitized
the general public including me on Corporal
Punishments and its ill effects........ ”  Mr B. Rama rao, u
Regional Manager, APSRTC, Ongole,

W F; |

1: 1 "I am a government teacher I have seen many
children in my career. Most of the times we feel that the
children shall be given proper discipline in the best interest
of the child. But I never felt that it will have so many ill
effects. I will never use the methods I was using before. I

shall treat the children with love and affection........ f
Ramana Teacher , S.konda

“Even though I give little punishments to my children, I
never felt that it will misguide them in their future. I will try to be

a friend to them from now onwards....... ’ smt. Mary Kumari,
A mother, Kavali




“It is very intresting o see these little children giving
performances on their own issues, I have never seen
such... before. As a police person, i will extend my full
support to prevent corporal punishment. ....... Mr.
Srinivasarao, CI of Police, Mangalagiri

"I always treat my brother and sister with love and
affection. I use the soft methods which will never hurt
them emotionally and physically to put them at discipline.
This programme is really an eye opener for the parents
and teachers who punish the children in the name of
discipline......... ”,Ms. Rajani - A college student, ONGOLE.

“I am already aware of the corporal punishments. We
have instructed our teachers in this regard. Yet we are
receiving many complaints, we are also observing from
the news papers and electronic media that, more need
to be done on these corporal punishments. More
awareness is needed to the teachers and general
public, to prevent corporal punishments at homes and
in schools. We will act tough on this issue.............. "
Mr. Janardhana Rao,

Sullurupeta

“I have seen violations of child rights many times in my
life, but i have no idea that they are violations. I used to
think they are needed for keeping the child in discipline.
After seeing this rally and the performance of these
children, i was enlightened on child rights and corporal
punishments. Now i am convinced that children shall be
given protection and understood in order to give them a

bright future....... Mr. Appala naidu, village surpanch ,
Srikakulam

Mandal Education Officer -

By seeing these children coming on the street for protection of
their rights, it is reminding all of us that we are not doing,
what we have to in terms of protecting our children. We are
working in ELURU, on child labour issues. With the information
we are receiving, and by talking to the children who turned
into street children and child labour, we can very easily say
that the main reason for increase is the corporal punishments
at home and in schools. I strongly support this movement for
prevention of corporal punishments and to reduce the child
labour.....I wish these little ones and their organizers a
success in their rest of the journey.....

Fr.Moses, Director, Eluru Diocesan, and chairperson, Child Welfare committee,

West Godavari Dist.



Voices of participant Children

Vali Raju: I was the victim of corporal punishment and joined as a child
labour. With the encouragement of HELP, I joined back in school. I got this
opportunity to explain the kids of our age, about the ill effects of corporal

punishments and how that leads to increase in drop-out rate through these
skits

i

Geeta: I Thank Plan India and HELP for giving me an opportunity to
express our child issues in the form of theatre and drama to the general
public through print and electronic media.

!

Padmanjali: All my friends and relatives used to tease me for being
passive all these days. But I felt extremely happy when every one
appreciated me after reading the news in both print and electronic
media about our performance and specially when my photo was
shown in Television and News Papers. I am surprised to know that I
have very good talent and would like to give many such performances
in future to sensitize every one on various child related issues. Thanks
to HELP and PLAN- India.

Ravi: From my childhood I am scared of Media and Press, because I
don’t know how to answer their questions. I am surprised to know
that I have got courage to face the media during this Yatra. I feel
proud to be an instrument to bring the issues of our children to the
public and Government through Electronic and print media.

..". W

h ""m# E
Lalaiaha: Even though I could mix with children very well, I am shy while
talking from a stage. But I wanted to overcome this fobia. Thanks to my
mentors, HELP for giving me an opportunity to get rid off... Now I am
very confident, after this Yatra where every one appreciated my
performance.

Anusha: My friends used to say that I sing good. But when it comes to
musical instruments, even after much practice, I could not show any
progress. Trainers from Nalandaway, gave a good training. Today I am
confident that I can really play drums. Thanks to Plan and HELP for this
excellent opportunity. I wish to make more performances, if an
opportunity is given.

Chitti: It is very excellent that we could make a very good presentation in
YATRA with the support of HELP and Plan. But I fell that this is not enough
to send message to the gross root level, who are really responsible for
corporal punishments. I strongly feel to give similar performances at
school level in the district, if an opportunity is given to me.
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What Next..... ?

The 8 day long Chaitanya Yatra, taught many issues. We understood that Just one Yatra in
the coastal region is not sufficient enough to address this corporal punishment issue. This
need to be taken to Telangana and rayalaseema regions as well. Every section of people,
from General public till the highly educated are still using corporal punishments on
children in the name of discipline, which is leading to increase in child labour and street
children.

In this context, we wish to take up this issue through, partners of PLAN, NATSAP, CACL-
AP chapter and reach every village in all the three regions of AP and continue collecting
signatures against corporal punishments. More over we wish to meet The Hon. Governor
of Andhra Pradesh, and submit these signatures(collected throughout the Yatra and
subsequently through CACL), on account of Child rights Week in November 2008.

As the elections are around the corner, we wish to take up this issue to the contestants
(Both Independents and Political parties) and see that they include abolishing corporal
punishments in their Election manifesto.

We wish to sensitize and train media on the corporal punishment issues, so that they can
effectively address the issue in both print and electronic media and subsequently build
pressure on the policy planners and makers.

Details of Child Yatra from 2" to 9" October 2008.

Day District Area name Place Time from to Responsible
oct Start | Close NGO
2nd Nellore Tada / Bus stand centre | 10.00 | 12.00 CAMEL /
Sullurupeta Appele
Gudur Bus stand centre | 14.00 | 16.00 ARD
Nellore Trunk road | 17.00 | 19.00 Jagriti/ CIJWS
centre
3 Kavali Old bus stand 9.00 |[11.00 | Sards
Prakasam Singarayakond | Bus stand 12.30 | 14.00 SARDS
a
Ongole Trunk road 15.30 | 17.30 HELP
4t Chilakaluripet Radham centre 9.00 11.00 HELP
Guntur Gandhi centre 14.00 | 16.00 HELP
Mangalagiri Municipal office 16.30 | 18.30 HELP
5t Vijayawada Gandhi nagar 9.00 11.00 Guide & CRAF
Gudiwada Market centre 12.30 | 13.30 Sneha
WGodavari Eluru RTC centre 14.00 | 16.00 AFD / Eluru SSC
T.P.Gudem Main road 17.00 | 18.00 AFD
6" E.Godavari Rajahmundry Main centre 9.00 11.00 JKWS / sravanti
Tuni Main centre 14.00 | 16.00 CEAD/GSS
Vizag Narsipatnam RTC complex 17.30 | 19.00 VINNS
7" Vizag Press Club 9.30 |[11.00 MAA
Vizag RTC bus complex | 11.20 | 12.10 MAA
Vizayanaga | Vizayanagarm Kota centre 14.00 | 16.00 RES
Srikakulam Sirkakulam 7 roads cross 17.20 | 18.45 Sweep
gt Srikakulam Press club 08.00 | 09.00 Sweep
Tekkali Park centre 11.00 | 12.30 sweep
Ichapuram Main road 14.00 | 15.30
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Details of chief guests attended in each Venue during Yatra

District name of place Names of Designation
participants
Nellore Sullurupeta Mr.Satyanarayana CI of Police
T.Seshagiri rao Villalge surpanch
Janardhan Mandal Education officer
Venkata ramiah MPTC
Gudur Mr. Chalapathi rao Municipal counselor
Nellore Mr.Venkata rao SI of town
Smt. Ramanamma Chairperson, CWC
EVS Naidu Dist member, Dist child
labour eradication
committee
Smt. Sailaja Municipal mayor
Kavali Mr.Baigh Municipal counselor
Smt. Lakshmi CDPO, ICDS
Prakasam Singarayakonda Sri Samuel TI, RTC busstand
Mr. Yanadhi Village surpanch
ONGOLE Smt. K.Arunamma ZP, chairperson and vice
president PCC.
Sri. Rama rao RM, APSRTC
Smt. Sarala devi CDPO, ICDS
Smt. Madhavi Vice-chairman Ongole
municipality
Guntur Chilakaluripet Smt. Nasirunnessa Municipal Counselor
Smt. Ramanamma Municipal counselor
Sri Allabakshu Municipal Educational
officer
Smt. Kalpana CDPO, ICDS
Guntur Sri. Sanjeevaiah Senior criminal lawyer
Sri. Durga rao Municipal corporation
floor leader
Sri yesunadham Public prosecutor
Smt. Vasundara APO- DWD&CW
Mangalagiri M.Malleswara rao Municipal vice chairman
Sri A.sreenivasa rao CI of police
E.Gangadhara rao Surpanch china kakani
Sri Krishna murthy ZPTC member
Krishana Vizayawada Mr.G.Prasad CRAF
Sri. Anjaneeyulu Senior journalist and ex
state president of
Journalist unioun
Smt. Jyothy APO, DWD&WC
Gudiwada Sri. Chitti babu Municipal
Vice chairman
Mr. Samrajyam Municipal counselor
West Godavari Eluru Fr.Moses Chairperson, CWC &

Director Diocesion

Durga Prasad I town SI
Subba Rao 3 town SI
Sri hari rao Labour officer
Surya Rao Director, NCLP
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Ruzweld Child line
Tadepalli gudem G Venkateswra rao CI
D.V enkateswarlu SI

Smt. K.Anjali

Municipal counselor

East Godavari Rajahmundry Sri. D.Rajarathnam Municipal vice chairman
Sri. Lakshmana rao Education Officer
Smt. Kameswari Municipal counselor
Tuni Sri. Raju Municipal counselor
Vishakapatnam Narsipatnam Smt. SV Bavani Plan India
Sri. G.Gopi AGS coalition

Sri. Appala naidu

Ward member

Vizag

Vizayanagarm

Vizayanagaram

Sri. M.S.Raju

Dist Deputy Education
officer

Sri. K.Narsimham

Bar Association Secretary

Sri. Lakhsman

Municipal counselor

Smt.radha kumari

CDPO, ICDS

Srikakulam Srikakulam Sri. Niranjan Dist officer, NCLP
Sri. Naiak ITDA officer
Sri_ Appala naidu Surpanch,
Smt. Vanaja rani APO, WD&CW
Tekkali Smt. Rajani CDPO, ICDS.

Sri. Ramana raju

Village surpanch
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Campaign against child abuse begins

It will end at Itchapuram on October 9

Stoff Reporter
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awareness dmong pcﬂ[}]l:
on violence against chil-
dren. The rally reached
Guntur on Saturday. The

campaign ducing the Dasaca  * wlhﬂfﬁl 10,000 cignsbwres: g past Governar and the Chief Min- rally was launched at Tada
54| I " a w

fo the cause of thet fohow : onNovemberta. mandal in Nellore district

children. ® Memorandum to be suhmitted to Chief Winlster, The churter of demands in- and w“] rc-al:h Il:hapu_mm in

Their show with the theme
woven around the hoating of

Gowernor on November 14

clibde formation of o Stale-
level Commission For Chil-
dren on the lines of the

Srikakulam distriet by pass-

children nt bome by parents
imnder the influence of aleo-

ing through all the coastal

Moses of the Andhra Pradedh q‘fuup, told The Hindwthat Women Commission com-
colle

hol, ot workplace by em-  SockalService Centre llstenin clivn of about 1000  prebensive legislation to froe districts,
meyers, by teachers at school  mapt aftention. Theshow ends  signatures from cross section.  childzen from all sorts of vio: - et
and child trafficking, muade with the shrilling slogan, af the people en route in sup=  bence ond constitution of a |I1 3". .uS th'dn‘."ﬂ :].l'ld.

gricvance cell at the district
Tevd 20 ns to provide o venti-
|stion for childees L redress
their grievances.

the dignitaries al the pro-
gromme, wha incleded police
uflicers, the Asslstant Com-
missianer of Labour and Fr.

“Spare the rod and save the
child™

E. N. Norayana Murthy, Di-
rector, ITELP, a child adwocn-

port of the charter of chil-
dren's demnnds also forms
part of the campaign. The
memorunda with the signa-

NGOs are participating in
the rally, according toits
state coordinator, Mr N

Ramamohan, P
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‘Save children’ campaign enters Rajahmundry

£raff Heporter

BLILHMUNDRY: Demanding o
separnle Act for Children on
af Domesile VWio-
Jama Chattanys Ya-
y from Tadn to Hchaplram
s reached Hajahmundry on
W onday, With a slognn ‘Save
children from torture ood
eruelny’, the HELP organisa-
dong with Campaign
spainst Child Labour, AGS
and Plan Indin Young Hearts
Ls nrganksing this Yatra,

A troupe of 25 children por-
fnrmed vinlenoe against chil-
dren through strect play near
¥-junetion. 1 Narsymna
surthy, Director of HELY
<aldng on the eccasion snid
helr teams have done
nt surveys |n  four

wedny ngaangt children in
schools, hostels, howses and
sther places is more in 13
prates ncluding Andhra Pra-

s penrding to UUNICEY sur- J®
ey semnd harassment » @b
wrainst b and 14 vears of gicls
war state is 41 per cent
which ks in 5th place and nge
group between 15 nnd 18 i
1% &2 per cent ($ih) place.

FOR A CAUSE: Campaign againsi Child Labour troupe pecforming thefe skills near ¥ Junction in
Rufahmundry on Monday, - PHOTO: 5. RAMBABU
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Protect our rights
“We are too little Children . We do not have some rights .One and all are to protect them, Then only, We get

proper independence and Freedom..” -- Ravi .

Arrest atrocities

Atrocities against the girls below 18 are taking place across the country | as revealed in the unicef survey.
Atrocities are commited mostly against the girls below 13and 14 | Tt is upto one and all to prevent them unit-
edly --Karnimunnisa.

Eschew constraints

It is not proper to punish little Children who commit trevial mistakes. It is not right to punish in the name of
discipline. Now, who else will protect . We are humanbeings too —-Babu,

We are beaten under one pretext or other :

Children are beaten in Schools and hostels under one protext or other . This is not at all proper. Children are
punished in each and every school---—-Jyothi.

studies not continued due to harrasement:

It is not advisable to put children to harrasement on one cause or other . Resultantly many children are dis-
continuing their studies midway being unable to bear -—-Geetha.

Form Child Protection Commities :
One and all should strive to protect Child rights . Rights Protection Committee should be formed .Child-

tfriendly education policy to be formulated.
---Usha Rani.
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Kids demand protection under law

Expresy News Sarvice
Vijayewada, October 5

CHILDREM who are on a tour from Tada
to Itchapuram, demanding the enact
ment of an Act on the lines of Domestic
vialenee Act, specifically for children,
reached the city today

The Children Awareness Yatra which
started on October 2 is being nrgan}.mi
jointly by three voluntary organisations
— HELP., Campalgn Against Child
Labour and Plan India.

Asg a part of their campaign the chil-
dren staged street plays in various
schools on corporal punishment, child
trafficking and child labour.

According to a Plan India survey con-
ducted in 41 schools in four states, in-
cludling Andhra Pradesh, corporal pun-
izhments are belng meted out to students
in all the schools in the nomie of disci-

ine,

’ Expressing concern over the growing

f
Children crus

number of incidents of corporal punish-
ments in schools, Campaign against
Child Labour convenor Nimmaraju Ram-
mohan told mediapersons here today
that the survey revealed that at least 69
per cent of the children were being sub-
jected to physical torture. About 86.6 per
eent children were baing subjected to do-
mestic violence. While 50.9 per cent were
subjected to domestic violence in the
hands of the mothers, fathers account
for 37.6 per cent and teachers 44.8 per
cent, he added.

Among other things, Rammeohan de-
manded that a grievanee cell should be
set up at the district level to solve chil-
dren’s problem, Awareness programmes
should be conducted for teachers on cor-
poral punishments, child rights commis-
sion should be set up at the stat&lefml
giving priority to children in it and im-
plementation of GO 16 ( in letter
and spirit, HELP representative Padma
wasg also present.

CREATING AWAREMNESS: Members
of Balala Janachailanya Yalra create
awareness on various child rights Issues
through cullural programmel in
Vijayawada on Sunday.
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ade against corporal punishment

They present cultural shows at various places to deliver the message

(L Kavikirin

VIJRTAWADN: A 2Smumber
beagid of schina] children aged
sivem b 4 vehrs, whs am-
liarked wpan “Halsls Jimns
Chnitedva Yotrs® for ralzimg
awafuaecs, afFeil 1m the ealy
om  Sumday, beinging with
ihem their crasading zesl fo
imalelipe sapgport for rosding
o] wvery BFay ol goerporad
punishment i schooks and
pareniad pressures =t home.

Through their pressnta-
i of culural shiwes with
dimims amd skjes. the child
censmlers made o pawerial
plen for greater ssnsitavily
aming =chssl monugements,
teachers and parents b oo
eledlel's right= W a4 punl
shaieni-fiee gdsgotion omd
teulthy growth, They gave o
tweo-houg long cultsral shuw
ab Wijmyawnlda Press Cloh,
whigh 1::-r| thy place with
shrilive and bmsdur mussagy
apainst phiveical and paycho-

losgical pamshanen 1
chilidren
The Onpele-baseil Flelp

ofganisndn n hiroush Illl:l.'lh-
af Hrsg child i g ebe Bad 10
semiitisge poopile o Lhe peces.
sity for ther cooperation im
fighting the evils of pumie
shrmenl, indifferent, stroei-
Hig explainimn and
Hupligunce il chaldran’s
Hughy

With drums bung  from
Their waisd, the chiklren used
their tender hands ta pro.
e rhthinsic =nd deafening
biests that drowned all valeye
arauial anil hrsght o e
Fodw the Immsdiate fied lor
mueasiires, aii Hie Lnes of the

LITTLE CHAMPIONS: Children performing ot o culfural show oo ohifd rights in Viiepeiseada on Sanco

— PHOTD: CH. VIJAYA BHASKAH

damestic vialipee act, B
peovide o pernenent refel Bo
childeen fram corpor] paml
shment amd muemtal agemy.
“Carporal punkzlement e
moi reasod for dmeny el
ilren  leaveng  schiwl - amd
Beomme. Thew il i s elivel
clidldien, Sopd fall prey o
diffkivil formis of exploiin
tiaii like child Bshour,” sakd
MEnemaraju HBamechan,
Htole-level convesncr, Cam-

g Against Child Labonr
(CACLY. Child rights scliv-
iste Gl Prosad, LV e
amdl others veteaded thi
couperation bo the chibimn’s
shii

The chilkiren’s Chadtaiava
Watra, whach began ol ¥allur-
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aimed al pepetniing awasc-

cl,
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sl 14 wears ol nge.

Analher siEdy  Fo al
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» AWARENESS YATRA

Help takesup
cudgels for kids

Express News Service
Vizianagaram, October 7

THE Help social service
organisation organised a
campaign against child
lJabour (CACA) at
Vizianagaram here today.
A streetplay depicting
torture of children in our
society was staged.

A 'Balala Jana Chai-
tanya Yatra' Was
launched from Tada to
Itchapuram on Oct 2 and
will culminate on Oct 9.

Murty and N Ramamo-
han told reporters that
children have many prob-
lems including punish-
ments given to them. The
government has not im-
plementecd the 2002 GO
MS No 16 about the chil-
dren’s rights. They de-
manded that funds
should be allocated for
the welfare of the chil-
dren's education and
health.

RES spcial service or-
ganisation director K

Haln dAfvastare WK Ravvinden nme nrocant
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The interpretation of the word " future citizens " is just this 7 Ravi Chandra , Jaya Ram.

RaviChandra and JayaRam expressed agony that children who are called future citizens are not sent to schools |
but are turned to child labourers. Children demanded immediate implementation of G.0Os that are formulated for
the children . They remarked that in the name of punishment the children are subjected to harassment. Indirectly

they do hamper the bright future of the Children..
In the early childhood, they carry heavy head-lods : Deepthy, Jyothi
Deepthy and Jyothy expressed grief , that in the age when they are to be in the School , they are engaged in

work and made to sustain "head loads". They demanded that the School agedChildren are sent to Schooland in
this direction , strict rules are to be implemented. "Then only the Child labour will be terminated”, they opined .

The future of the Children is marred : VenkatalLakshmi , Kavitha.

\VenkatalLakshmi and Kavitha expressed disappointment that the Child rights are hampered and the prospects of
%hilgrehn alre marred .They said that awareness programmes are carried out to ensure access of all Children to
the Schools.
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On the move with a message

Children take up campaign against corporal punishment

" "' - 1_-"
N
YN NA
LOUD AND CLEAR: Children from Prakasam district stuging a skit in the city on Tuesday.
— PHOTQ: C. V. SUBRAHMANY AM

Staff Reporter

VISAKHAPATHNAM: At o time
when children of their age
long to enjoy the Dasara vaca-
lian, 20-pdd schaolehildren
have embarked on a journey
from Nellore to Snkakulam
Io create awareness about
child rights among teachers
and parents. Dressed in col-
ourful - sttire, the lroupe
members, led by two college
pirls, beat the drums and at-
tracted the attention of the
gathering at Dabagardens on
Tuesday A couple of them
donned the mles of teachers
while others became stu-
dents. One teacher was fond
of taking oot the stick for pv-

* Children don the role of teachers, parents In skit

* Corporal punishment termed a major cause for

dropouts

ery small mustake and beat hus
students, The nther, & Phys-
ical Education Trainer, feels
that corporal punishment is
the only way lo discipline
children,

At the end of the skit, the
participants sing in lolk style
to enlighten Lhe public on the
fallacies ol teachers anc par-
ents that beating children is
the only way to make them
learn. On the contrary, many
students develop an aversion

— S - . = ——

to studies and lead to beha-
vioural preblems in them

Begins at Tada

“11 is unfortunale that nat
only students and parents but
teachers are also unaware
that corporal punishment is
banned in schools. The cam-
paign ls simed at creating
awsireness among the public.
We started al Tada on Octo-
ber 2 and will end our cam-
paign ot Itchapuram on

p—
— - L1

October 9.” said Padmanjali.n
polytechnic student,

The campuign is being or-
ganised bv IIELP and Plan In-

dia  along with  other
voluntury organisations
spearheading the cause of
child rights,

"The children were Lrained
to beat the dirums and in sing-
ing. The skits are againsi child
Iabour and child trafficking
apart from corporal puni-
shment. The views and signa-
tures of thase whu witness
the skits would be collected
and presented to the Gover-
nor iand the Chicl Minister on
November 14" director aof
HELP K. Naravana Murthy
said,



Pariciapants In Yatra

S.Vali Raju
A .Lalaiah
G.Swami
V.Naresh
A.Jayaram
S.Siddaiah
D. Anil

A _.Ravi

A .Ravichandra
A.Babu . :
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D. Anushu rrL e
Phyip

A.Ratna Ku ozt B S ——
Kavitha

Chitti
Deepthi
Adilakshmi =
Jeevana Kumar
Karimunnisa
Anitha
Geetha
Subbalakshmi

Raju

Our Special Thanks to Mr. Khannan, Programme officer, Plan India for his continuous kind
Presense and timely guidence through out this Yatra.
We Thank our Cultural Coordinator Mr. Chandra for his support and encouragement from the
beginning of the training.
We are thankful to all the Project coordinators of HELP for their efforts and support to make this
Yatra successiful

YATRA - TEAM r‘\/.
Child Rights Resource Center, d(_‘ (
2nd lane Sujatha Nagar, [awyerpetExtension, Ongole 523 co2 LN %;
Phone : 08592~221209, 231738 AR,

E~mail: helpap2ooz@yahoo.com HELP



