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"Children are the ones who pay the most for our short term economic errors, our political errors and wars" Eglantyne Jebb, Founder of Save the Children
"There is no task more important than building a world in which all of our children can grow up to realize their full potential in health, peace, and dignity."  

Kofi A. Annan, Secretary-General of the United Nations 

“It was once said that the moral test of Government is how that Government treats those in the dawn of their life, the children; those who are in the twilight of their life, the elderly; and those who are in the shadows of life, the sick, the needy and the handicapped.” Hubert H. Humphrey.
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With elections just weeks away, Save the Children in Uganda (SCiU) and the Uganda Parliamentary Forum for Children (UPFC) ask you to focus on issues that affect children. We challenge the leading political parties to prove their commitment to children in the forthcoming General Election.  We are spelling out what the political parties must do to show they really are committed to supporting and protecting children. We wait with great eagerness to see your manifestoes, the programme proposed by your own party for the 2006 general election and what it has for our children, your own children. We ask all political parties to sign up to this agenda for children and publicly express support for the Children’s agenda 2006.

Hon. Omodi Okot (MP Kole)                                   
David Wright

Chairperson                                                              
Director

Uganda Parliamentary Forum for Children        
Save the Children in Uganda

December 2005

Through your manifestoes, we want all the political parties of Uganda to say- 

1. "As a party we reaffirm our support for the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UN-CRC) with its clear demand 'that the child should be fully prepared to live an individual life in society and brought up in the spirit of peace, dignity, tolerance, freedom, equality and solidarity'. It is our contention that all state actions in relation to children should adhere to the letter and the spirit of this convention.”
2. One third of the nation - our children - will not have a vote this election, because they can not vote.  They will not be members of your political party; they will not even choose your leaders.  They are condemned to live in a world they cannot change. All they are asking of you is to use your vote to change the world for them because you can and they cannot.

3. Our children cannot vote.  We ask all voters to question their local candidates on their support for the children, and to use their vote to secure a safe and healthy future for our children.  That is what this campaign is all about.

4. The interests of the children we ask you to represent originate from every conceivable background - language, religion, caste, region, and war. Unlike some other groups who might take their legitimate grievances before election candidates, children are too young to influence the electoral process directly. But their concerns are just as significant; they have endured many deprivations through the years, as Uganda still has to live up to its promises. 

5. The Children are saying;

· We are Uganda’s children 

· We are the victims of exploitation and abuse

· We are the victims of sexual violence and most often the alleged perpetuators of defilement

· We are discriminated against by the law of defilement which violates our constitutional right to equal protection under the law

· We live in congested Internally Displaced Peoples’ (IDP) camps in which protection is denied

· We are the principle strategic targets and victims of violence and war in northern Uganda

· We have become the field upon which the 20 year old conflict in northern Uganda is fought

· Just collecting water is a choice between risking diseases, being subjected to violence and waiting for long hours

· We have lost many years of education in return

· We have no money to pay for catch up education and to meet the extra hidden costs and demands of the Universal Primary Education (UPE)

· For a few who complete UPE, secondary education is a far fetched dream, and yet no structured approach is there as a remedy

· We are children of war

· We are child soldiers

· We are street children

· We are child labourers

· We are the victims and orphans of HIV/AIDS

· We are denied good-quality education and health care

· We are victims of political, economic, cultural, religious, and environmental discrimination. 

· We are children whose voices are not being heard

· It is time we are taken into account

6. [image: image5]Now, we are asking those of you who do have a vote - the adults - to speak up in their name and cast your vote in their favour. 

THE VITAL QUESTIONS

7.
Forty-three years after independence, the situation of the Ugandan child is truly bleak.  Have you asked yourself the vital questions?  Do you know- 

i. How many Ugandan children under the age of 6 live below the poverty line?

ii. How many children die each year before reaching their first birthday?

iii. How many Children in how many families live without water at home?

iv. How many disabled children and their families live in unsuitable accommodation.

v. How many children live on the streets of the city and town of Uganda?

vi. How many children live in IDP Camps, and how many more trek to the towns and hospitals to shelter possible attacks from the LRA?  

8.
Statistics show that- 

· 2 million Ugandan children under the age of 6 live below the poverty line 

· The LRA conflict led to the displacement of some 2 million people, roughly 1.6 million  of whom live in appalling conditions in IDP camps and suffer disproportionately from preventable diseases, hunger and lack of access to safe water, education and other basic services

· Up to 40,000 children leave their homes in camps every evening to ‘commute’ to the relative safety of town centres, causing a second displacement

· 2.5 million Uganda children are engaged in some of the worst forms of labour

· Half of all disabled children and their families live in unsuitable accommodation.

· Less than half of Uganda's children between the ages of 6 and 14 years complete primary school, despite UPE; 

· Every second child is malnourished 
· Everyday, 40 Ugandan children are born with HIV, the virus that causes AIDs
· Almost 2 million children die each year before reaching their first birthday 

· More than 300,000 displaced children under the age of five suffer from malaria, pneumonia, diarrhoea and other preventable diseases. 

· Children of many families live without water at home 

9.
It is your responsibility to make amends.  The time to act decisively is now.  Any further lack of action, drift or indecision from you will constitute a gross betrayal.  They will hold you accountable.

IN THEIR BEST INTEREST

10.
The repetition of the tired cliché that children are our nation's assets is increasingly hypocritical.  Hypocritical because it sounds now as if we do not mean what we say.  Our Constitution, the Children’s Act and even the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, to which Uganda is a signatory; all impose on us a duty of care, an obligation to act in their best interest.  Yet our conduct and policies have continually denied the children the rights guaranteed to them, by an elaborate legal infrastructure

11.
While a few enjoy the fruits of progress and development, the vast majority continues to experience deterioration. The nation's income has grown, yet regional disparities and poverty have increased. Despite the growth in GDP, the share of government spending on health and education has not increased.  By failing to provide adequate funds for children's services, the Ugandan government is damaging the future of our society. They have no right to do this.

12.
It is time for a commitment to act in the best interest of the child

CHILDREN FIRST

13.
As the general election approaches, we must ensure that the main political parties give greater priority to the needs of those children who represent our most vulnerable and disadvantaged citizens.  We launch this initiative to encourage voters to demand answers from their prospective candidates in the 2006 elections, and their substantive representatives after that election. 

14.
At the end of this campaign we want every voter to be able to say "I will vote for the candidate and the political party that genuinely puts children at the centre.”  This manifesto should enable every voter to measure the political commitment of candidates and their political parties to children over the period 2006-2011.

FOR YOUR IMMEDIATE ACTION 

15.
Your attention is most urgently required in the following arrears-

Make UPE completely free and compulsory and develop legislation to make a mandatory obligation on the parents and the authorities.  Education is the only means towards the pursuit of happiness

End the war in Northern Uganda Now.  Save those children now.  The plight of the abducted children, the plight of the children in fright and flight from abduction; and the agony of the parents of the abducted children; the fear and sufferings of all those affected; must stop now.  Develop a policy of peaceful resolution to the conflict; it is the only way that we will protect the lives of the abducted children.  They are there because we failed in our duty to protect them in the first place.  We cannot punish these children twice.  Review the actions and decisions of the International Criminal Court with a view to making its operation contributory and not destructive to the peace process

The committee on Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) raised concerns about the lack of a comprehensive policy for prevention and combating child abuse and neglect in families, the recommendation being to establish effective mechanisms to receive, monitor and investigate complaints about child abuse, you must develop strategies to eliminate all incidents of child sexual abuse.  That means you must develop warning systems in schools and in homes; to detect, report and take effective measures against those who violate children under their care.  That means you must reform the laws to provide the legal infrastructure to deal with the problem.  That means you must make financial provisions in our budgets to facilitate their enforcement. 

Implement a comprehensive well resourced rights-based policy on food security for all,; in order that no child goes to bed hungry and no child is born underweight and stays undernourished

Guarantee that children’s views must form part of the consultation for policies that affect children.  Children in Uganda have a right to their say. Promote children’s participation in the decisions that affect them, and give due weight to their views
16.
WHAT IS YOU PLEDGE?

Achieving real change and improvement in the lives of children requires a programme, which is radical but practical and affordable.  As a political party, you must set out an exiting and coherent vision for children for our time.  In your manifestoes, you must pledge and demonstrate your commitment to the children’s agenda 2006

17.
SHOW US YOU PLEDGE CARD, WE NOW DEMAND!!!!!!.   

Show us your pledge card for the children, a pledge by your party to make a sustained difference to the lives of children.  You are now going to form government; tell us where the children are in your manifesto? Tell us what is in it for the children of Uganda; your own children?

As political parties, preparing for the governance of this country, we urge you to pledge to-

1. Put the Children First 

2. End the long running conflict in northern Uganda

3. Create a family home for every child (From 5 to 1)

4. Educate Every Child

5. Treat Every child 

6. Protect Every Child from War

7. Eradicate child soldiers

8. Outlaw child labour and child exploitation

9. Fight HIV/AIDS 

10. Fight Child Poverty 

11. Make a bigger investment in our Children.

18.
We Seek Your Support:

That UPE must be made completely free and mandatory for all children. We seek citizens' support in urging political parties and governments in power to, fashion their agenda to ensure that-

All children aged 6-18 are in formal full time schools that provide quality education. All children below 6 years have unconditional access to early childhood development and care. All children with disabilities must access school. That relevant legislation governing education in Uganda, including the Education Act is reviewed to reinforce the implementation of mandatory basic education. That government as a matter of priority develops and implements special and accelerated learning programmes, targeted at children who have missed many years of schooling in conflict areas of northern Uganda. 

That we must:
a. Increase expenditure on education to 5% of Gross Domestic Product (GDP)

b. Make immediate provisions for nutritious mid-day meals in all primary schools

c. Eliminate all hidden cost of UPE including cost on uniforms, meals, scholastic materials, examination fee, and sanitary facilities for girls 

d. Introduce a bill for a completely free and mandatory UPE for all children to be in school

That child abuse and neglect in all forms, including sexual abuse and some of the worst forms of child labour must be prevented and combated We seek citizens' support in urging political parties and governments in power:
a. Finalise the process of amending the defilement law and expeditiously revised and enact into law the draft sexual offences, and repeal the provisions of all other laws that criminalise and discriminate against children 

b. Review and amend the Children’s Act into a Comprehensive Child Law
c. Implement a well resourced national action plan for children 
That the long running conflict in northern Uganda must be resolved. We seek citizens' support in urging political parties and governments in power to, while fashioning their agenda,
a. Implement a well resourced and coordinated non violent approach to the conflict, an approach emanating from an integrated strategy for peace that includes aspects of dialogue, consensus, disarmament, demobilisation and reintegration 

b. Make the conflict in northern Uganda a national agenda

c. Establish an All Party Parliamentary Fact Finding Mission to create an environment of dialogue to resolve the conflict in northern Uganda

d. Establish regular parliamentary briefings on northern Uganda by concerned ministries and human rights organisations 

e. Continually update Parliament and ensure timely and appropriate political response to all human rights and peace building issues in northern Uganda

f. Guarantee a larger security presence on the ground, to safeguard humanitarian access and the protection of children and civilians caught up in the conflict

g. Pursue the indictment of the LRA commanders by the International Criminal Court responsibly without exposing hundreds of thousands of people caught up in that conflict to risk

h. Put in place a fast track and well resourced post conflict and recovery plan for northern Uganda 

i. Eradicate child soldiers

j. Ensure that the armed forces maintain the highest standards of civilian protection and are held responsible for any human rights abuse and violations committed

19.
In these demands, we not only advocate those actions, which would affect children's lives immediately, but we also note many others that have an indirect effect on children, such as the peace, protection and well-being of adults who care for these children 

20.
This manifesto is both a reminder of the much that needs to be done, and a demand that political parties meet their responsibilities to tomorrow's citizens too, not just the ones who may put them in office today. 
Let us all agree and it is hereby agreed that “Children First”
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WE THE LEADERS of the political parties of Uganda-

DETERMINED to run the affairs of Uganda after these elections; 

DEVASTATED by the statistics showing the sheer lack of basic education, the rate of school dropouts, and the inability of many parents to afford the education of their children;

APPALLED by the awful statistics showing the mortality rates among children, the insufficient focus of government on primary healthcare;

DEVASTATED by the plight of the children in conflict situation; abducted, abused and killed; forced to be exiles in their own country; deprived of all the necessaries of live, and denied the very basic necessary for human survival;

DEVASTATED by the detention conditions of our children who find themselves in conflict with the law; the treatment given to child offenders under the law;

PAINFULLY AWARE of the living conditions of the people and in particular the children, in the IDP camps and their expressed desire to return to their homes and lead normal lives;

PAINFULLY AWARE that all these children are our responsibility and that their continued suffering is a damming indictment to our leadership;

COMMITTED to making a difference in the lives of our children; 

AWARE that achieving real change and improvement in the lives of our children requires a programme, which is radical but practical and affordable; 

NOW THEREFORE HAVING EXAMINED these issues extensively in a candid and open manner, and appreciative of the spirit of making amends for the sake of our children DO HEREBY RESOLVE, DECLARE, COMMIT AND BIND ourselves and our successors in title to-

· Putting the Children First in our planning for the development of Uganda; and setting out an exiting and coherent vision for children for our time
· Educating Every Child

· Treating Every child 

· Protecting Every Child from War

· Eradicating the phenomenon of child soldiers

· Outlawing child labour and child exploitation in all its forms

· Fighting HIV/AIDS and supporting orphaned children

· Fighting Child Poverty 

· Making a bigger investment in our Children.

We say, it is time to make amends. Our responsibility as leaders is to adopt policies, enact legislation and take appropriate implementation strategies that serve the best interest of our children, our future 

We hereby undertake to abide by and implement this Declaration and follow-up the obligations assigned herein, whether in government or not and further commit ourselves to involve all stakeholders in its implementation.  The time is now, Children First
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Where are the Children in your Manifesto? Where is your pledge, a pledge by your own Party, for your own children?
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