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Introduction 

Somali Child Protection and development (SOCPD) has organized large ceremony commemorating world day for prevention of child abuse 19 Nov.2005. The ceremony was held at Hotel Shamo which was attended by  more than 280 people from different part of the community such as community leaders, civil society, human rights organizations, Media, women and youth groups coupled with demonstration took part more than 300 street children waving Balcones and large font sized slogans and T_ shirts marked with stop violence against children. These children received free educational opportunity from SOCPD organization. The ceremony started 8:00am and concluded 2;00pm in line with objectives set.  

Objectives: 

· To implement activity commemorating world day for prevention of child abuse 19 November 2005 under WWSF initiatives 

· To break the silence of child rights violations in Somalia 

· To conduct advocacy and awareness raising on child protection issues

· To disseminate child rights information 

Background:

Somali children having different kinds of violations coupled with lack of education, health and protection since the collapse of former government 19990. The situation of Somali children had deteriorated day  by day and so far, there is  no legal system which protect Somali children. Somalia did not ratify CRC as well as other conventions at large.

With all these facts on the ground, Somali Child protection and development (SOCPD) had no spares to protect and prevent all kinds of violations and providing educational opportunity, protection and conducting endless advocacy awareness raising. In addition SOCPD conducts workshops and gives capacity building on child protection to teachers, authorities, doctors, nurses, security guards, business people, NGOs, and SOCPD also mobilizes communities, families and all duty bearers to know there roles and responsibilities with in the community 

The situation of children in IDP camps has deteriorated recently after, armed militias costumed to attack innocent families living IDPs and forcing to rape. This case has increased and SOCPD had organized panel discussion through radios mostly focusing on this critical issue in this regard. In addition SOCPD had mobilized community in this areas as well as voluntary security guards in this regard. 

We have the pleasure to forward this briefing report over recent occasion of November 19, 2005 for World Day for Prevention of Child abuse, which SOCPD greatly involved in convening events and programs to mark the occasion covering tournament football game in Mogadishu Stadium, rally with slogan placards, newspaper article, radio topic dissemination and so on. The activity was actually helped fulfill some of the local NGOs in the network of child rights and other regional administrations, media civil society, women and youth groups and so.

It is great pleasure that SOCPD to implement the third time activities commemorating world day for prevention of child abuse 19 Nov 2005 on behalf of the Women’s World Day Summit (WWSF) under coalition members, which we succeeded to implement and are committed to stage and officially demonstrate the occasion in the future to publicly address child rights.   

Generally, children over the world suffer various gross violations over child abuse, while Somalia, which had been lacking any efficient central government for 15 years, its children suffered apathy over to have the right for good living and shelter, education health. In this regard, SOCPD which is one of the Somali organizations that stood to tackle child problems and advocate to secure their basic rights in this transitional period, it is committed to engage in any effort intended to promote child’s well being, education and nutrition, prevention of child abuse in all possible manner.

Having participated in many meetings, seminars, workshop and rallies aimed to demonstrate child rights for basic living, education, health to achieve better development, it also actively demonstrated the world day for prevention of child abuse on November 19th, 2005 in Mogadishu, where organized soccer game, rallies, press release, while accessing other media channels like newspapers where introduced an article over the occasion. In the occasion, SOCPD organized a soccer game where attended by many people of all walks and uncountable number of children to demonstrate the world day for prevention of abuse. 

It is really big opportunity that SOCPD thirdly organize the occasion in Somalia while the process would be regularly celebrated with magnitude fantasy in the future events

The activity commemorating the spirit of the world day for prevention of child abuse concluded success full

OTHER SOCPD ACTIVITES IN SOMALIA WITH REGRD OF CHILD PROTECTION: 

Somali Child Protection And Development (SOCPD) has hold one day workshop to raise awareness on education and child protection which was funded by UNESCO. the workshop was invited by 40 participants from communities including NGOs, civil society, businessmen, teachers, parents, chidden,  and concluded finally successfully.

LOCATION:  The workshop was hold SOCPD conference hall, and equipped with all necessary materials, the workshop started 8:00am and finished 4:00pm on 30/3/05and participants expressed their views in this regard.

Objectives of the workshop

To encourage the duty bearers particularly the businessmen, teachers and community leaders to protect the children of the disadvantaged groups and provide them equal access to all rights entitled to children, according to the national and international conventions/standards protecting children from human rights violations.

Workshop contents

· The workshop was mainly discussed on issues of protection problems and lack of basic rights suffered by children of the disadvantaged groups particularly the IDPs and marginalized communities.

· The other important issues discussed were the way these people can be assisted and encouraged to participate their efforts of providing their children education and health access equal to other children with the help of the teachers, businessmen and communities of the surrounding villages.

· The roles and responsibilities which the representatives, duty bearers can play in these efforts of protecting the children of the disadvantaged groups from exploitation, discrimination, neglect and violence was also discussed very broadly during the course of the workshop.

· The environment of the workshop was very conductive which allowed the participants to express their feeling and contributions benevolently.

· The workshop was participated by respected businessmen, teachers , health 

· workers and leaders of the communities.

· At the end , the participants agreed the following commitments:

· Teachers accepted conducting meeting for schools to identify the number of IDP children they could provide free education (with in one month).

· Business groups agreed to organize fund raising among themselves to provide learning materials to the children taken by the schools(with in two weeks).

· Community leaders of the disadvantaged groups agreed to encourage parents and to identify the children to be sent to schools  .

· Communities of the non-disadvantaged groups agreed to conduct two meetings between the leaders of both communities  jointly form a committee  investigating violence against the marginalized people.

· SOCPD agreed to raise more child protection awareness among these communities through all possible means..

The workshop, which was facilitated by the SOCPD chairman, was concluded with clear objectives.

The chairman also in his opening speech emphasised the level of protection problems suffered by the disadvantaged groups’ communities from the study on Somali Child Protection by UNICEF in 2003. Finally the SOCPD chairman requested the participants to fulfil their obligation in this regard.

OTHER ACTIVIITES OF SOCPD 

   Title: Workshop on Child protection awareness creation

Somali Child Protection And Development.(SOCPD) has hosted a workshop to raise awareness on child protection. the workshop was held at SOCPD conference hall. The workshop started 8:00am and finished 3:00pm on 28/2/05. This workshop was sponsored by UNESCO and implemented by SOCPD. the workshop was attended by 40 participant of different segment of the community.

LOCATION: the location held workshop was convenient and easily accessible to public transportation .the conference was held at SOCPD conference hall which was spacious, well ventilated and equipped with presentation flipcharts boards and others. Attendants and participants and their enthusiasm were great for the entire duration of the workshop. The workshop started 8:00am and finished 4:00pm.  

Objectives of the workshop

The main objective of the workshop was to encourage the community leaders and social duty bearers to get involved in child protection activities and take the responsibility of sensitising their communities to provide environment in which all children are protected against exploitation, discrimination, neglect and all kinds of violence.

Workshop participants /course of discussion 

The workshop, which was sponsored by Somali child protection and development organisation, was participated by different groups of the community leaders and duty bearers’ civil societies, local NGOs, parents and children.

Among the community leaders were representatives of marginalized communities and disadvantaged groups.

The main topics/Agenda for workshop discussion were:

-protection problems suffered by children.

-Overview of child protection study 2003 by UNICEF.

· Experience and action for initiatives to ensure protection for children. 

The participants discussed broadly on the problems suffered by the children particularly a lot of emphasis was put on education and protection problems.

Participants expressed experiences on different protection issues suffered by children.

SOCPD Chairman presented an overview of UNICEF study on Somali child protection in the session.

 Roles and responsibilities of community leaders, social service agencies and parents to child protection have been discussed in the session. 

The workshop, which was facilitated by SOCPD chairman and the participants, have been very happy with the discussion and actively expressed their ideas and experiences.

The following conclusions were constantly agreed at the end of the meeting;

-community leaders and social organizations promised  to accept their role in the effort of protecting  children against discrimination, exploitation neglect  and violence affecting their lives.

The duty bearers also promised to sensitise  their communities , clients and wider society to child protection information and raise awareness through local means to assist protection needs of children in emergency situation.

MEETING EAST AND SOUTHERN REGIONAL CONSULTATION IN WHICH SOCPD HAD ATTENDED:

INTRODUCTION:

This report provides an outline of various aspects on the 9th regional consultation process for UN secretary general’s study on violence against children. The study is global, addressing the issue of violence against children in all countries, from the most to least developed. To this end, the regional consultations are intended to serve as a forum for countries to analyse and share information about settings where violence occurs, and useful experiences of prevention, intervention, and recovery of victims and perpetrators, in principle, no form of violence against children is acceptable and that is the ultimate goal we should be aiming at .It is expected that the UN study would bring significant attention to violence against children and what can be done about it.

The ESARO regional consultation on UN study violence against children was held in

Johannesburg July 18 .20; 2005 UNICEF and government of south Africa jointly

Organized and hosted the consultation meeting all the 22 countries from the region

Sent delegates to the meeting more than 220 delegates representing government,

NGOs, researchers UN agencies {mainly UNICEF}, children and young children,

AU representative and UN independent expert attended this consultation meeting

This was the (9th and the last regional consultation where a wide range of stakeholders were involved in order to provide invaluable inputs and views in the context of violence against children in their respective countries.

The delegates representing Somalia were eight in which four members were from local organisation involved in protection of children including Somali Child Protection and Development  (SOCPD), and other three organisations three children aged 13 and 15years) and young man aged 22 years, and UNICEF Child protection Officer. 

Obviously, since there is no agreed central government presently in Somalia, no government representative was invited. 

The members of the Somalia delegates were active and participated in all aspects of the consultation process

BACKGROUND

The study is a United nations led collaboration, mandated by the general assembly, to draw together existing research and relevant information about the forms, causes and impact of violence which affects children and young people (up to the age of 18 years) the study will focus on violence related to the international use of physical force or other forms of power, threatened or actual, against one self, another person, or against a group or community, that either results in or has a high likelihood of resulting in injury death, psychological harm, mal-development or deprivation.

The committee on the rights of a child, which originally recommended that Secretary- General conduct the study, has emphasised that it ‘’ should lead to the development

Of strategies aimed affectively preventing and combating all forms of violence

Against children, outlining steps to be taken at the information level and by states 

To provide effective prevention protection, intervention treatment recovery and reintegration.

The Secretary General of United Nations appointed an Independent expert, Professor Paulo Sergio Pinheiro to lead the study, with direct support from the office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the United Nations Children’s Fund UNICEF and the World Health Organisation. The study will also rely on the broad participation

Of a rang of other united nation organisations, non ---governmental organisations, and other parts of civil society, including national human rights institutions and others. The active involvement of children and young people will be a key feature of 

The process.

The study will be completed over two years, and the secretary general will provide a

Report on it to the general assembly in 2006.

Consultation process

Video documentary

Before the opening ceremony, the delegates watched 10—minute video documentary

About various forms of violence in which children experience. The documentary was

Very moving as children talk about horrible personal experiences and how they affect their lives. Forms of violence in which children talked about include: violence

At home, marriage by abduction or forced marriage, child abduction, and others. The

Documentary clearly provides strong evidence that violence against children continues despite all efforts made to end it.

Welcome and opening address

The deputy minister of social development of South Africa made the welcome and the opening remarks and added that South Africa is excited to be part of this

Consultation process and the government.  Of South Africa is very committed to ending all forms of violence against children.

Following the opening address was the statement of the special independent expert, professor Paulo Sergio Pinheiro . he  briefly explained the objectives  of the  study and  the regional  consultation  processes  held  for the past few  months and  encouraged delegates to express  their  views and  concerns in  relation  to the issue of violence against children.

The social policy officer, Mrs Sadequa  Rahim, , AU  commission for social  affairs delivered the message from  the AFRICAN UNION. She emphasised the need for AU to have a common position about measures to combat  and prevent all forms  of violence against children.

The regional director for eastern and southern AFRICA, Mr Per Engebak made a brief statement about UNICEF involvement in this consultation process and wished

The delegates to have. A productive meeting which effectively addresses the issue of violence against children 

Presentation

During the plenary discussion in the first two days of the conference a total of six presentations were made with a wide range of issues on violence against children. Each presentation lasted for about thirty minutes followed by a 90-minute group discussion in which deliberations are analysed under five specific areas.(details will be provided below). In each discussion group, a facilitator and two rapporteurs were selected and they were required to report back the feedback of the group to the plenary after each discussion group.

Following is a brief synopsis of each of the presentations 

1. REVIEW OF QUESTIONAIRE AS A GUIDE TO WORKSHOP PROCESS FOR ESSARO REGIONAL CONSULTATION ON VIOLENCE AGAINT CHILDREN 

The office of the high commissioner for human rights made this presentation and can be summarised as follow:

· Questionnaire was designed to get information from governments

· Balanced in puts/data provide government baseline

· 123 responses received so far  and the remaining countries are urged to submit soon 

· Analysis of responses was not  finalised 

· Methodology-consultative and appoints focal points 

· Transparency and objectivity

2. HARMNIZATION AND IMPLEMENTION OF LEGISLETION ON VIOLENCE AGAINT CHILDREN IN EASTERN AND SOUTHERN AFRICA

Following is a summary of the presentation made by Dr. Asssfa Bequlle , Executive director, AFRICA child policy forum:

· Extent in which international instruments  have been domesticated

· Harmonization of national laws and international laws 

· Consolidation of national provisions and  acts in to single law

· Need to review  inconsistencies/incompatibilities among  existing laws 

· Need to deal  with customary laws which are difficulty

· Laws should be human rights centric-universality, indivisibility non-discrimination, etc.

3 SEXUAL AND GENDER_BASED VIOLENCE

Advocate Thoko majokweni, National Prosecuting Authority, SA, made the presentation:

· Children are frequently the targets of sexual and gender-based violence including rape, sexual exploitation, forced marriage, and domestic violence.

· Humanitarian crisis and armed conflict in the region exacerbate the incidence of such violence.

· Women and children are vulnerable to abuse and exploitation by those are mandated with their protection.

· Sexual and  gender-based violence is a problem that affects individuals, communities and institutions 

· Despite significant steps taken by international community, large scale violence continues to occur and perpetrators remain unpunished 

· Available services to victims of sexual and gender-based violence are poor. 

3. CORPORAL PUNISHMENT

Peter Newell, Global initiative to end all corporal punishment of children presented this issue: 

· Rights to respect human dignity and physical integrity and equal to protection under the laws are upheld for every one- including children

· All states of the region have ratified the CRC  apart from Somalia and none has entered reservation to reduce its obligation to protect children from all forms of violence 

· Globally, less than 20 of the 190 –plus states have as yet prohibited all corporal punishment , including in the family 

· Majority of children are being hit regularly by one or both parents and that up to a third are being punished

· There are developed programs, materials that promote positive, non-violent forms of discipline and child rearing for parents, and teachers.

5 HIV and AIDS and its relationship to the incidence of violence against children.

Ms Lacy Masiye –Lungu YWCA Zambia did this presentation 

· Violence against children is violation of children’s rights 

· Infected / affected 

· Children are orphaned and become vulnerable 

· Negative cultural and traditional norms – forced marriage

· Children are vulnerable because they are not economically empowered 

· Cultural and social safety nets for children collapsed 

· Interventions should use multi-sectoral approached , strong strategic networks and advocacy and lopping 

· Challenges include multiple legal systems, weak enforcement mechanism  , documentation and data collection

6 POSIVE AND HARMFULL IMPACT OF TRADITIONAL PRACTICES ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CHILDREN

Ms Millie Odhiambo , Cradle children foundation , Kenya made this presentation:-

· Harmful traditional Practices affect children physically, emotionally, and psychologically.

· FGM is widely practised in the region

· It is estimated  that 100-140 million children underwent FGM

· Age is the vulnerability –from infant (few days old) to children of 7 years 

· Medicalization of traditional practices has not worked at all , instead, encouraged the continuation of the practice

· It is possible to eradicate the traditional harmful practice . good example is the eradication   of foot binding in china which is similar to FGM.

GROUP DISCUSSION

As mentioned above, each presentation was followed with discussion groups in which the issue is question was discussed and analysed under the following five specific areas:

· Legal frame work

· Institutional frame work, policies, programs, and resources to address VAC

· Role of civil society in addressing VAC

· Data collection, analysis, research

· Awareness ,Advocacy, and training

Since the consultation process is a participatory, all country delegates were required to participate in all discussion groups. Each discussion group lasted for one and half hours and each group did a sort of SWOT analysis incorporated with specific recommendations.

After discussion groups a 40-minute report back from discussion groups took place.

The five selected facilitators presented group feedback and recommendations to the plenary including the chairman of Somali Child Protection and development (SOCPD) Mr. Mohamed Abdi Mohamed who facilitated role of civil society against corporal punishment.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH PARTICIPATION 

Participation of children and youth in all aspects of the study has been regarded as very important element. Children can participate in the study by sharing their views and experience: in the planning for the study: in the national and regional meetings: and promoting the massage from the study; and others.

During the 3 days regional consultation meeting, children and youth participated through deliberation, speeches, and drama. Many children made powerful and moving speeches in relation to all forms of violence they experience and how it effects them.

In the end, the children handed a box containing letters from children expressing their views, concerns and recommendations to UN independent expert Professor Paulo Sergio Pinheiro. The children requested that their voices be heard and their inputs be corporate into the study.

CONSOLIDATION OF FEEDBACK FROM DISCUSSION GROUP.

The drafting committee presented the consolidated feedback from discussion groups to the plenary in the final day of the regional consultation meeting. The feedback and recommendations obtained from group discussions were compiled in to a draft report of 21 pages. Its obvious that the level of participation by the delegates was high, given their in depth in sight and analysis af all VAC issues discussed.

In this report, only brief summary of main cross cutting and emerging issues will be highlighted and is as follows:-

Concerns: 

· Policies are in place but implementation and monitoring of VAC is still a challenge , especially with in the home

· In general, institutions, programs to address VAC are under resourced, understaffed and lack trained staff.

· Research is seen as an expert area and people at the grass root level do not identify with it.

· There is a vast amount of research and data on VAC but it is not coordinated and it is not disseminated to relevant stakeholders 

· There no globally consistent definitions of violence against children VAC and the definitions that do exist do not match with traditional /cultural understandings.

· Civil society organizations are well placed to work with grass level to pilot programs and educate communities and children about violence

RECOMMENDATIONS

· The comprehensive child rights clauses in most constitutions are not adequate 

Enact specific domestic legislation to protect children’s rights, especially the   right to be safe from all forms of violence 

· There is a clear tension  between customary law and civil law and needs to be harmonized  

· There is a clear gap between the legislation and implementation on the ground enforces the legislation.

· Engage the communities including children from the start , so that they take ownership of the issue and feel accountable for stopping VAC 

· Spread messages about the underlying reasons that people abuse children and disseminate information how to report abuse and alternatives to violence 

· Train the media to report sensitively about VAC and use them as a tool to create awareness 

· Support training on parenting skills that sensitise parents to children’s developmental stages and provide economic and psychosocial support to families , especially the orphans and vulnerable children

· Ensure that researchers and data collectors are culturally and religiously sensitive

DOCUMENTATIONS

The organizers made available a vast amount of literature about different forms of violence against children, child friendly booklets and leaflets, stickers depicting messages on violence against children. Also, some countries and non governmental organizations provided studies conducted in specific countries on different forms of violence against children including corporal punishment, gender based violence and sexual exploitation.

ISSUES SPESIFIC TO SITUATION OF CHILDREN IN SOMALIA

· Somalia was only country that had no governmental representative for this consultation meeting 

· Somalia signed CRC in 2002 but not ratified 

· It had not ratified the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child  

· Unlike other countries, there is very limited information (study data) on valence against children. UNICEF ‘s CPS 2003 is the only known study

·  There no protection mechanism for children against violence let along child rights legislation and implementation of international legal instruments

· Traditional structures that protect children have collapsed doe to ongoing hostilities.

· There is a high rate of violence against children and perpetrators at large remain unpunished.

· Children from marginalized and disadvantaged groups are more vulnerable to violence and they are the least protected

· Communities , families, and institutions do not see violence against children a priority and are unaware the negative effects of violence on children

In addition, the meeting with UN independent expert by Somali delegates was a unique opportunity, which enabled them to voice the concerns and issues of Somali children in relation to violence against children. Also, the delegates provided a copy of UNICEF CPS to the independent expert for obtaining reliable information about protection problems of children in Somalia. Even though the duration of the meeting was brief, its outcome was positive.  The UN independent expert Professor Paulo Sergio has expressed interest in the situation of children in Somalia. He committed to include the issue and concerns of children in Somalia in to the study despite the absence of legitimate government.

However, he requested that the delegates provide the following information:-

· Complete the government questionnaire and submit it quickly 

· Prepare and submit case studies relevant to forms of violence in which children in experience , perpetrators who commit such violence

· Provide information about the situation of children from marginalized and disadvantaged groups

CLOSING ADDRESS 

The deputy of ministry of correctional services SA, and UN independent expert did closing remarks for the 3-day regional consultation meeting. They both expressed their satisfaction with how well the consultation process went and wised all delegates a safe return to their home.

Best regards

Mohamed Abdi Mohamed

SOCPD?chairman

Mogadishu/Somalia

002521 271279

socpd99@yahoo.com

