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Somali Child protection and Development (SOCPD) has organised a one day workshop on the importance of education to children and invited 40 individuals, including: business people, NGO representatives, women and youth groups, community leaders, members from educational networks, the Mogadishu deputy mayor, and representatives of the media.

The workshop was held at the Hotel Sahafi, and at the end of the workshop participants received handouts and 100 posters interpreting the importance of education for children.

The workshop was held on 21st January 2006, between 8:30am - 2:00pm. It was funded by UNESCO and implemented by SOCPD to raise awareness on the importance of education for Somali children 

Objectives: 

· To raise awareness on the importance of education for children

· To raise  awareness about child protection and how disadvantaged children in Mogadishu could get free education

Introduction:

Somali children have suffered a lot since the downfall of the former government in 1991 and they have suffered all kinds of violations, coupled with a lack of adequate education and health services. Prior to the war, every child had a right to access free education and health service, but when civil war erupted, the education system was totally ruined, some schools and universities were looted, others became refuges for displaced people, and so far neither the government nor regional authorities have tried to rebuild them.

Only 23 per cent of Somali children go to private schools (mostly those from wealthy families) while the majority cannot go to school: some of them work long hours, some are recruited by armed groups, some live on the street, some are sexually exploited. All of them live in critical conditions and there is no doubt that the parents of these children cannot afford to pay school fees and do not have the capacity to protect their children either. 

This situation has reached unacceptable level and if immediate action is not taken, a whole generation of Somali children will be lost.

There is no governmental system that covers people’s basic needs and  the community’s understanding of the importance of education is very low .

In this regard, SOCPD had organised this workshop to raise awareness about the importance of education and enhance the capacity of duty bearers to know their roles and responsibilities within the community, to provide free education, protection and health services to disadvantaged children in Mogadishu.

The workshop was opened by the chairman of SOCPD who welcomed the participants. He highlighted the problems encountered by Somali children and mentioned the aim of the workshop: to encourage different community groups to take on their roles and accept their responsibilities regarding education. 

Somali children have faced a lot of misfortune after the government collapsed in 1991, therefore, we have to take part in a campaign to provide free education and protection to the children in IDPs camps and on the streets in Mogadishu. If we all work together, he said, our education programmes will be achieved. He further said that we had to consider the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and promised that copies of the Convention (in Somali) would be distributed. Every child has a right to get education, therefore, we have to expend our activities and work hard to give free education to children in IDP camps as well as on the streets.    

Different participants committed as follows:

· Business people promised the establishment of new schools for disadvantaged children in Mogadishu.

· Educational networks and NGOs committed to providing free education and protection to the vulnerable children in IDP camps and on the streets

· The deputy mayor of Mogadishu promised to take part in the campaign and to build  5 shelters for vocational training in 5 IDP camps in Mogadishu

· The media committed to release programmes assisting these children to get education and protection accordingly

· Community leaders promised to play their roles and responsibilities within the community.

The workshop concluded successfully in line with the objectives set.
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