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Corporal punishment in the home

Corporal punishment is lawful in the home. Article 12 of the Infants Ordinance (1961) provides for the protection of children under 14 years from ill-treatment and neglect, but article 14 states: “Nothing in this Part of this Ordinance shall be construed to take away or affect the right of any parent, teacher, or other person having the lawful control or charge of a child to administer reasonable punishment to such child.” Children are protected from excessive force by article 20 of the Crimes Ordinance (1961, amended 2004).

Corporal punishment outside the home

Corporal punishment is prohibited in schools but not by law, and article 14 of the Infants Ordinance (see above) applies. As at 2005, an Education Bill was under discussion but we have no details of its provisions in relation to corporal punishment.
In the penal system, corporal punishment is unlawful as a sentence for crime. It is reportedly unlawful as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions but we have no details of applicable law.

Corporal punishment is lawful in alternative care settings. “Destitute and delinquent children” may be placed in the care of a Child Welfare Officer, who has the same powers as a parent or guardian under the Infants Ordinance (see above). Children are protected from excessive force by article 20 of the Crimes Ordinance.

We hope the Committee will question the State party in detail concerning the legality of corporal punishment in schools and penal institutions and recommend explicit legal prohibition in the home, schools and other institutions and in all alternative care settings, together with public and professional awareness raising and the promotion of non-violent, positive, participatory methods of childrearing and education and of knowledge among children of their right to protection from all forms of corporal punishment.
