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Summary report of Monitoring Unit

Introduction:

SEYAJ organization for childhood protection issues this report on the violations against children in Yemen in 2009 which considered as the first report done by a local organization and came up to light.

SEYAJ has taken the contribution to protect children in various and all possible ways as its priority, therefore, this report is one of the means of children protection beside many other means pursued by SEYAJ in monitoring, documenting violations and supporting children victims.

“Violations against children report "was conducted with volunteers researchers in many Yemeni governorates using a special monitoring forms and it was analyzed and issued on the bases of such form's data.

The report aims to monitor& document violations and to provide indicators of crimes in order to contribute to developing policies and treatments that reduce violence and crimes against children.

The cases that SEYAJ got of violations and crimes against children are 900 cases during the first year of Monitoring and legal& psychological support Unit’s work.

The violations that the report included are murder, arrest, detention, imprisonment, beating, physical tortures, kidnapping, rape, early marriage, sexual exploitation, displacement, neglect, harassment and other kinds violations.

However, SEYAJ analyzed only 257 cases of the total number of monitored cases which it succeed to document and confirm all their details.

In 2009 the Minister of Social Affairs and Labor Dr. Amat-alrzaq Ali Hamad revealed that 400 children were smuggled in 2009 as compared to 900 in 2008.

SEYAJ managed to collect information about exploitations of 200 children in Haja and Al-Hodeida governorates for smuggling and drug trafficking to neighboring countries, most of them are males.

SEYAJ revealed to the Yemeni government and the public the utilization of ten Yemeni children to trade their kidneys out Yemen and also revealed a big gang of human organs trafficking.

As a result of the fact that illiteracy of mothers in Yemeni community is around 96% in some areas while it's 65% among fathers, the violence against children will definitely increase.

Dr. Ali Mohammed Mojawar, Yemeni Prime Minister in his speech in front of partners and friends of Yemen meeting held in London 2009, said that more than three million children are dropped out school and half of the population are still lacking some basic services especially electricity which covers only the needs of 42% of the population while 26% of them have no water services and 32% of the Yemeni families facing a serious shortages in food.

    These numbers are shocking because it could result increasing crimes and violence especially against the vulnerable groups in society “children and women".

As SEYAJ did efforts in monitoring, documenting, supporting and issuing this report to see the light but it is certain that there are lacks due to difficulties and obstacles faced our progress and caused the postpones of the report's appearance on time and that what SEYAJ will work on to avoid in the next reports.

SEYAJ's experience in monitoring, documenting, supporting and issuing reports  about the children situation in Yemen need support and cooperation of everyone, especially the Yemeni government, NGOs and the international organizations which support the children rights to ensure the continuity and development of this experience in view of its importance in achieving the noble goals related to child rights.

Here is SEYAJ's first report in your hands and we are pleased to receive your suggestions to use them in our next reports.

About the 1st report:

Because SEYAJ has the first unit to monitor, document violations and to provide legal& psychological support to children in Yemen rather than 2008-2009 work had been achieved by self-efforts which not funded by any institutions, the issuing of this report was late due to financial obstacles and the new big difficulties experience.

However, all these obstacles did not prevent achieving such humanitarian work.

Taking a look to the report, we found that illegal detection at the top of the violations followed by physical torture, rape, murder, deprivation of rights, child marriage, attempted murder and others.

It could be said that all crimes and violations against children are categorized as follows:

1. life’s offences, 87 cases of 257 cases represent 33.85% of all cases:

· 33 cases physical torture.

· 26 cases murder.

· 22 attempted murder.

· 2 cases kill threaten.

·  4 other cases.

2. honors crimes,  68 cases of 257 cases represent 26.46% of all cases: 

· 29 cases rape.

· 13 cases kidnapping and rape.

· 21 kidnapping and attempted rape.

· 5 cases harassment and attempted rape.

3. freedom's crimes, 54 cases of 257 cases represent 21.01% of all cases:

· 46 cases arrest, imprisonment and illegal detention.

· 7 cases concealment.

· One case as a hostage.

4.   Crimes against the best rights, 48 cases of 257 cases represent 18.68% of all cases:
  

·  25 cases child marriages.

·  5 cases without identity.

· 5 cases forced displacement.

· 4 cases neglecting and deprivation.

· Three cases displacement and chase.

· Two cases Falsification of documents.

· Two cases unfair dismissal.

· One case travel ban. 

· One case using the name.

*** The low level of the awareness of child rights in Yemeni community and wrong point of view to these rights contributed in the weakness of community participation in protecting child rights and defending them.

Thus SEYAJ noticed that there are a clear low in reporting crimes and abuses against children and the interaction was limited to egregious crimes such as rape and murder.

There is a significant role to numbers of factors in the escapement to majority of criminals from punishment due to the following factors:

1.  Lack of parent’s care to report about violations against their own children and those who report or go to courts, they often lack the survival and continuing to go on.

2. Lack of community interaction required to advocate victims and their families.

3. Lack of awareness of child rights and the ways of protection.

4.  Lack of families’ awareness in particular and society in general about the dealing ways with child victims of violations and delinquents.

5.  Negative awareness about many forms of dealing with a child where the beating is education, working is shaping the man and child marriage to avoid shame prevents the scandal because it is part of religion. Not to mention the lack of interest in education as unimportant and a luxury for many families especially in rural areas.

6.  Poverty and ignorance of the majority of victims’ parents.

7.  Using influence, pressures, threats, mediations and interventions by some states officials and sheiks which impede justice especially in serious crimes that ignored but not statue to limitations but they have to be supportive to victims by bring the criminals to justice.

8. The” incognito” culture because of the shame and scandal.

9.  The new experience of monitoring, documenting, providing free legal& psychological support in Yemen.

10. The absence of some national legislation related to child rights and the weaknesses of others.

11. Lengthening of procedures and lack of justice in lots of violence cases against children because of the families’ frustration to go to courts.   

12. Lack of qualified security & prosecutor employees even in the courts to handle violence cases against children.

13. Lack courts and special prosecutions to juveniles in many governorates as there are only five specialized courts in Yemen.

14. The instability of trained officers within the Department of Interior but the child is transferred to other facilities not related to children.

15. The difficulties to prove many crimes against children especially sexual abuses because of the lack of rehabilitation and technical capabilities.

There are a great challenge forced those concerned in Yemeni government and local& international organizations relevant to child rights to put solutions and treatments to enable the child of his rights to achieve goals and objectives which everyone is seeking for them.
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