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INTRODUCTION 

In 1993, Cameroon ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. The ratification enjoins Cameroon to produce an initial report two year after the implementation of child rights and a periodic report every five years.  

In 2000, Cameroon compiled her initial report, covering the period 1993-2000 and submitted it to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, which commented on the said report. 

The first periodic report of Cameroon covering the period 2001-2005 was submitted to the Committee, to be examined early 2010. Consequently, NGOs
 are to produce an alternative report on the basis of the Cameroon periodic report. 

In this perspective, the Cameroonian Coalition of NGOs for the Rights of the Child (COCADE), with the technical and financial support of Plan Cameroon and Plan Finland, organized a workshop to develop the alternative report of NGOs. The process that led to the preparation of the present report, involved 65 NGOs and Associations – all members of COCADE and working in the areas of child participation, child survival and development, promotion and protection of child rights.  

The report was prepared in four phases:

· Preparation and validation of a questionnaire

· Survey in all the 10 Regions of the country (NGOs and Associations)

· Analysis and synthesis of data collected in the field

· Report writing

In addition to data collected in the field, the following supplementary data were consulted:

· The alternative reports of NGOs, 2001 

· The UN Committee’s concluding observations on the Rights of the Child,  2001 

· The Cameroon periodic report on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child for the periods 1996-2000 and 2001-2005 

· The activity reports of NGO members of COCADE, 2000 -  2008 

· Guide to NGOs on the preparation of alternative reports

· National and International literature reviews on the Rights of the Child

The following eight modules make up this report:  

1. General application measures

2. Definition of a child

3. General Principles 

4. Civil rights and Freedoms

5. Family environment and alternative care

6. Health and Welfare

7. Education, leisure and cultural activities 

8. Special protection measures

Structure of each module: 

· National Response

a. Government Response

b.  NGO Response

· Strengths

· Weaknesses

· Recommendations 

a. Government

b. NGOs

1- GENERAL APPLICATION MEASURES  

1.1 LEGISLATIVE AND REGULATORY MEASURES

In the light of recommendations made by the Committee during the 2001 session, many legislative and regulatory measures were taken by the Cameroon Government, including: 

· Laws, decrees and ordinances relating to the protection and the welfare of the child

· The creation of the National Anti-corruption Commission and Chamber of Accounts of the Supreme Court of Cameroon in the context of good governance 

· The transformation of the National Human Rights Committee into the National Commission of Human Rights and Freedoms in 2004 that covers all aspects of human rights, including the promotion and protection of child rights 

· The introduction of human rights, including  child rights in the primary and secondary school curricula

· The public communication on the consumption of budget allocations for the implementation of child rights.  

However, some difficulties remain in terms of implementing the Committee’s recommendations, as regards both the legislative and regulatory measures and the spread of the UNCRC. These include:

· The recorded delays in the finalization of the Code of Child Protection, still in the process of validation, as well as the Code of Persons and Families  

· Lack of coordination around a single instance, in the implementation of the UNCRC

· Shortcomings in the care of sick children, OVC
, disabled children from poor families,  vulnerable children, children from minority groups 

· Inefficiency of free primary education; 

· Inadequate management of psychosocial care for children in difficulty ; 

· Inadequate implementation of activities relating to the promotion and protection of the rights of the Child.

Recommendations to the Government

· Accelerate the adoption of the Code of Child Protection and Code of Persons and Families 

· Create a joint national commission responsible for monitoring the implementation of the UNCRC;  

· Institutionalize children’s Parliament and Municipal Councils for Children

· Accelerate the development of a national policy document for child protection

· Define the status of social workers in Cameroon.

1.2 POPULARIZATION MEASURES   

Radio programmes on CR as proposed by the news media (TV, radio, newspapers).  NGOs, such as the Federation of Associations of Cameroon, UNESCO Associations, Centres and Clubs (FECACLUBS-UNESCO) organised CRC appropriation sessions in schools for all 600 UNESCO Clubs found in all the Regions of the national territory, between 2003 and 2007.  The NGO IRONDEL that was developed with the support of Plan Cameroon has broadcasted to sensitize on child rights from local radio stations since 2006. 

Despite these efforts, there are still some shortcomings:  

· Lack of reliable statistics and data on target groups,

· The absence of translations of the UNCRC into National Languages ; 

· Inaccessibility of NGOs and target populations  to texts

· Lack of trained personnel

· Inadequate popularisation of the CRC ;

· Negative influence of traditional and religious practices;

· Isolation of areas of intervention

· Poor synergy among NGOs.

Recommendations to the Government

· Translate the CRC into National languages and make it widely available in simplified version

· Introduce the CRC in the curricula of professional higher education

· Strengthen the capacities of children educators and facilitators on implementing the CRC

· Strengthen the capacity of trainers of trainers on child rights;

· Reinforce the capacity of councillors on child rights approach.

Recommendations to NGOs

· Strengthen the capacities of NGOs and Associations on the appropriation of the  CRC 

· Produce a simplified version of the CRC and transcribe into National languages 

· Multiply sensitization campaigns  for the appropriation of the CRC by administrations, civil society, communities, parents and children

· Strengthen child participation

· Create a synergy of actions between various partners in child rights 

· Ensure the implementation of the recommendations of the committee through advocacy and lobbying. 

2- DEFINITION OF THE CHILD

2.1 CONCEPT OF CHILD

Although Cameroon subscribed to the definition of a child as stated in the CRC, the age of maturity varies with respect to voting age (20 years), ripeness for marriage (15 years for girls and 18 years for boys), age of criminal responsibility (18 years), social maturity (age accepted for labour is 14 years), civil maturity (21 years) or the age for recruitment in the army and police (18 years). These disparities are not justified if indeed it is true that a child, according the document cited above is « any human being aged below 18 years except maturity is attained earlier in accordance with applicable laws »

Recommendation to government 

Harmonize the age of maturity to 18 years in conformity with the CRC.

2.2 CONSENT TO MARRIAGE

To date, there are no provision that harmonize the laws of Cameroon with the requirements of the CRC and the Committee's recommendations of 2001. 

Gender disparities are still in force as regards the legal age of marriage for girls, 15 and for boys, 18. 

Recommendation to Government 

· Implement the 2001 recommendations on the minimum age of marriage should be set at 18 years for both boys and girls. 

Recommendations to NGOs 

·  Raise awareness among traditional leaders, religious and community leaders, elected officials, including children themselves, to curb the practice of early marriage.

3- GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

3.1 Non-DISCRIMINATION 
Concerning non-discrimination, the government of Cameroon has taken measures to make schooling possible for children of all ages (there is a program of "education of the girl" implemented in certain priority areas of education, including the East and North). Same applies to protection, social security and rights of vulnerable groups. 


However, regarding the applicability of these texts, efforts are still needed in the field of social security, as only children of employees are benefiting. Furthermore, it is important that the concept of vulnerability is clearly defined. 


Recommendation to Government 

· Extending social security to all children

· Clearly define the concept of vulnerability

· Make academic and psychosocial health support free for all vulnerable children

Recommendations to NGOs

· Advocate before government and technical and financial partners

· To conduct IEC and CCC activities in communities.

3.1.1 Best interests of the child (taking into account the child in all decisions of the society)

The Government has enacted legislation taking into account the best interests of the child, including the Law N ° 2005/007 of July 27, 2005 promulgating the Code of Criminal Procedure, which protects the rights of children in conflict with the law before, during and after the trial. Two other bills, including the Code of Child Protection, the Code of Persons and Families, with provisions relating to the best interest of the child, are to be adopted. 

Recommendation to Government 

· Accelerate the process of adoption of these two texts.

Recommendations to NGOs 

· Advocate at the level of decentralized local government, with a view to getting the best interests of the child taken into account, in all circumstances.

3.2 RIGHT TO LIFE, SURVIVAL AND DEVELOPMENT 
There is a clear determination on the part of government to ensure better monitoring of children in conflict with the law, particularly as regards child detainees in prisons, although efforts should still be made in the areas of:

· Complete health care for child detainees

·  Free access to education for children in detention

· Improving their living conditions in prisons 

Recommendation to the Government 

· Supplying the prison infirmary with human resources, material and pharmaceutical products

· Establish a system to support the education and learning of various minor detainees (support in educational materials)

· Improve the living conditions of detained children (construction of a visiting room, setting up of rooms and playgrounds, library and improvement of diet, dress and environmental hygiene)

· Develop health police in prisons (Child Ward); 

Recommendations to NGOs

· Organize relay tutoring of detained juveniles. 

3.3  COMPLIANCE WITH VIEWS OF THE CHILD 

The participation of children is effective in Cameroon through the spaces of dialogue for children cited in the report of the Government. In contrast, most of these structures exist only in experimental phase. 
Recommendations to Government

· Institutionalize the Children's Parliament

· Extending the experience of the Municipal Councils for Children and Youth (COMEJ) in all municipalities

· Formalize the children’s government experience and spread to all primary schools.

Recommendations to NGOs

· Advocate at district levels for the creation platforms for dialogue for children

· Strengthen the capacities of student members of school councils in their role within the council

· Develop a curriculum guide based on the participatory approach of schoolchildren

· Strengthen the capacity of school managers and teachers on school management, and classes on the rights based approach.

4. CIVIL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS 

4.1. NAME, NATIONALITY AND PRESERVATION OF IDENTITY 

· Birth registration 

Pending the adoption of the Code of Persons and the Family and the  Code on the protection of the child, the birth registration issue is regulated by Ordinance No. 81 / 2 June 29 1981 still in force. Moreover, some NGOs are involved as facilitators in the establishment of birth in the country. They are:

· ADAM'S, AUPEAS, APEEFC in the Far North 

· Irondelle, Agbetse and COCADE in the Central Region, in partnership with Plan Cameroon

· PAVIS in the Northwest region

· ACDE in the Western Region

· Renforcement St. Nicodemus, in Douala that acts mostly as a facilitator for the establishment of national identity cards for street children.

 During their operations, the following difficulties were identified:

· Corruption and greed of registrars concerned with the preparation of birth certificates (when deadlines for the birth registration prescribed by law are expired)

·  very long and difficult procedures (when the deadlines for birth registration prescribed by law are expired

· Ignorance of the importance of birth certificates by parents and guardians of children

· Weak involvement of local elites in raising awareness on the importance of birth certificates

· The distance of registration centres from the people

· The high cost of child delivery which discourages some families from registering births

· Ignorance of procedures of birth registration by illiterate parents. 

Recommendations to Government 
- Extend the registry powers to chiefdoms of the 3rd degree, as regards birth registration
       - Continue with the proliferation of special Civil Status centres

           - Subsidize the cost of delivery in public health centres; 

- popularize the procedure for obtaining birth certificates.

 

Recommendations to NGOs

- Educate parents on the importance of birth registration and procedures of birth certificates 
             - Train community leaders to relay information and awareness in their community. 

4.2. TORTURE AND ABUSE 

Cameroon has taken steps to protect the child against all forms of violence, including torture and abuse, specifically law N ° 2005/007 of July 27, 2005 on the new Code of Criminal Procedure.

Despite the existence of this text, there are still some difficulties such as the silent complicity of the community, ignorance of parents and the climate of impunity surrounding the phenomenon of violence against children. Moreover, there are very few listening centres across the country. Between 2007 and 2008, DEI Cameroon organized a workshop and conducted five presentation campaigns in school clubs and community organizations of the kit on information and awareness on the UN Study on Violence against Children.

Recommendations to the Government

· Promote the values of non violence in schools, families and communities

· Establish reporting systems that are just, secure and transparent that ensure the right of stakeholders to be heard (toll-free, Vigilance Committee, protocol of support for child victims of violence)

· Encourage open and honest dialogue between the stakeholders (children, law enforcement officers, teachers, judges ...) on violence against children and affirmative action (redirection of children, refer to the relevant bodies,) 

· Encourage studies on the phenomenon of violence against children

· Fight against the use of mass media and ICT, including internet and electronic games for violence and sexual exploitation of children

· Take legislative and regulatory measures to combat violence against children

· Adopt legislation on cybercrime

· Carry out studies and research on the phenomenon of violence against children. 


Recommendations to NGOs

· Create an active advocacy and protection network so that all children are safe and protected

· Carry out research on the phenomenon of violence against children

· Organize awareness activities on violence against children.

5.  FAMILY ENVIRONMENT AND ALTERNATIVE CARE

5.1. RECOVERY OF CHILD  MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE 
The law in force in Cameroon provides alimony for children in cases of separation or divorce. Despite all these provisions, there are still difficulties in the recovery of such allowances, due to illiteracy and poverty and the irresponsibility of the parent ordered to pay such allowance.

Recommendations to the Government

· Establish a mechanism for monitoring the decisions of Justice (legal assistance and grant the bailiff's fees for indigents); 

Recommendations to NGOs 
- Provide legal aid to the poor and illiterate in divorce proceedings and recovery of alimony
- Ensure the dissemination of relevant texts.

5.2. CHILDREN DEPRIVED OF FAMILY 
Adoption is always governed by the texts of 2001. The Hague Convention (Protection of Children and Cooperation in respect of Inter-country Adoption) has not yet been ratified by Cameroon. 

There are centres for taking care of children deprived of family environment in Cameroon. Yet, whether private or public, they are far too few to meet the needs of children deprived of family environment and the quality of services they offer is unfavourable to the development of their full potential. 

Recommendations to the Government 

· Promote family care and parenting of children

· Strengthen the system of control of centres for long-term investment in children; 

· Strengthen the monitoring of activities of private social work for children; 

· Disseminate operation guide for private centres for children.

Recommendations to NGOs

- Advocacy for the ratification of the Hague Convention and the enactment of legislation establishing and operating the PSO management of childhood; 
- Networking of NGOs to share best practices in management of childhood

 5.3 PROTECTION from abuse and neglect

The study that MINAS announced in its 2005 report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child has so far not been published. As regards violence in schools, the Education Sector took two measures in 2002 aimed at preventing violence in schools. Currently, a study on school violence was initiated by Plan Cameroon in partnership with MINEDUB and MINESEC in line with its campaign on the theme “learn without fear”.  For their part, the NGO members COCADE are conducting actions fight against violence in communities. In their actions, they face difficulties such as:

· Socio-cultural barriers

· Obstacles in monitoring cases of violence perpetrated on children

· Ignorance of laws prohibiting violence, abuse and corporal punishment

· The silent complicity and resignation of the victims.

Recommendations to the Government 

· Enforce the law and regulations on corporal punishment

· Post study on violence at home and at school.

Recommendations to NGOs 

· Conduct outreach activities (IEC and CCC) to place communities on violence, abuse and corporal punishment. 

6. HEALTH AND WELFARE

6.1. ADOLESCENT HEALTH 
The education sector is about to develop a policy for school health and nutrition for school age persons (early childhood and youth). Cameroon has ratified the Framework Convention on Tobacco and the education sector has taken measures to prohibit the consumption of tobacco and other drugs in schools. There is a law in Cameroon on the marketing of tobacco products and provides for the marking packets of cigarettes and regulates tobacco advertising.


Regarding access to adolescent health service structures, not much has been done. 

Recommendations to the Government 

· Improve services for adolescents in health facilities

· Strengthen inspection of school resources in medical equipment and staff 

· Strengthen social services in schools

· Strengthening the care of children in dependency (drugs and alcohol)

6.2. HIV AND AIDS 
For the period in question, the Government has put in place mechanisms of prevention and care of patients. Despite these efforts, the DHS-2004 noted that 95% of Cameroonians are aware of the existence of HIV, but behavioural studies show contrary results. This shows that attitudes have not evolved much as regards HIV and AIDS. Faced with this situation, the State has carried out activities of education in HIV and AIDS. On January 18, 2007, the ministries of secondary education and basic education passed a joint decree introducing the education programs on Family life / Population / HIV and AIDS. Moreover, NGOs have strongly mobilized support for action against HIV and AIDS. However, they stumbled on some difficulties, the main ones include:

· Stigmatization of PLWHA

· The growing number of PLWHA needing care 

· The low participation of girls in the programs

·  Myths and misconceptions about HIV and AIDS

·  Socio-cultural barriers.

Recommendations to Government 

· Extend education on HIV and AIDS to the informal sector

· Adopt  law on persons affected and infected by HIV

·  Encourage national studies on sexual behaviour of adolescents. 


Recommendations to NGOS 

· Continue to develop activities of IEC and CCC for communities;

6.3. 
HARMFUL TRADITIONAL PRACTICES

Cameroon is a fertile ground for many traditional harmful practices are clearly on the increase.  Among such can be mentioned female genital mutilation as well as the phenomenon of working on the breasts of young girls. In response to these practices, some NGOs such as RENATA
 has with the support of GTZ (German Cooperation) embarked on actions by way of educating communities on gender based violence, the IAC [CIAF] for the fight against female genital women. Other NGOs also get involved through advocacy outreach. However, they face some challenges, namely: 

·  Socio-cultural barriers

·  The Practice of FGM
 is a lucrative business for the excision midwives

· Insufficient awareness kits on the harms of FGM.

Recommendations to the Government

· Adopt the law on FGM;

· More press releases on the issue of FGM

· Establish a national program for the conversion of perpetrators of excision. 

Recommendations to NGOs 

· Develop IEC activities and CCC for communities

· Organize training activities for the conversion of perpetrators of excision 

· Raise awareness among traditional leaders, religious leaders, elites and local politicians with a view to getting them involved in the fight against FGM

· Networking of NGOs and associations.


6.4. DISABLED CHILDREN 

The Government has introduced measures to support and protect persons with disabilities, especially by empowering the Centre National des Handicapés (National Center of the Disabled) at Etoug-EBE, Yaounde, now known as the Centre National Cardinal Emile Leger, a provision that ensures a wider technical range.

However, there is glaring inadequate infrastructure and dire lack of human and material resources as regards the monitoring of children with disabilities. Moreover, cases of stigma and prejudice of all kinds against physically challenged children are observable. As for the NGOs, they contribute through various actions (education, care, support, etc…) in supporting the efforts of government. The following problems are identified in the course of their activities:

· The stigma and discrimination to which children with disabilities are subjected 

· The fact that children with disabilities or those from needy families or disabled relatives are surrendered to their fate 

· The absence of real data on the number and types and mapping of handicaps; 

Recommendations to the Government 

· Strengthen the skills of supervisors

· Encourage the creation of specialized centres

· Encourage/enhance the participation of persons with disabilities in activities related to issues that affect them

· Simplify and disseminate procedures for issuing computerized disability cards

· Provide funds to finance projects specific to people with disabilities.

 
Recommendations to NGOs 

· Advocate for policy makers to offer the means to fit materials to the target, especially the transcription of the CRC [CDE] in Braille

· Educate the public against the stigmatization of persons with disabilities. 

6.5. STANDARD OF LIVING

Efforts made by the government to raise the living standards of families with one child (adjustment of salaries of civil servants, signing of collective agreements in some large companies ...). Despite these measures, the poverty rate remains high and the income of the people is not indexed to consumption and social security, and Cameroon is still in the social welfare system that does not take into account the entire population. 

Recommendations to the Government

· Indexing wages and income on the price index of household consumption

7. 
EDUCATION, LEISURE AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

Education in Cameroon has registered real progress, thanks to the significant increase of the overall budget of the sector. The recruitment of teachers has begun, even in regions of educational priority. 

The creation of the Ministry of Youth Affairs has allowed for the recovery of holidays activities, the creation and organization of day camps, the engagement of children during the holidays and during classes, especially with the recognition of leisure and cultural activities within and outside school. 

NGOs get involved in special education, non formal education and the promotion of sports and sociocultural activities.

However, there are still issues such as:

· Disparities in access to schools, for disabled children and vulnerable groups

· The education of the girl child is still a problem in some areas particularly the Far North and East, as well as in the densely populated quarters in the cities of Yaounde and Douala

· Overcrowded classrooms in major urban centres where the teacher/pupil ratio is still high

· Absence of leisure facilities in the cities, childcare  structures in the non-formal sector

· Lack of appropriate management structures

· Lack of leisure facilities in prisons. 

Recommendations to the Government 

·  Building new schools especially in regions of educational priority

· Continue the recruitment of teachers to improve pupil-teacher ratio

· Create special schools

· Create training schools for specialized teachers

· Increase the number of playgrounds and recreation centres in the municipalities

· Promote the setting up of  town libraries 

Recommendations to NGOs 

· Develop programs of socio- cultural activities for children

· Develop literacy and remedial education programs for children in school dropout 

· Creation of centers of socio-professional integration for school dropouts

· Promote the establishment of children recreation centres, for listening and dialogue

8. 
SPECIAL PROTECTION MEASURES

8.1.
 CHILD REFUGEES, ASYLUM SEEKERS AND 

Cameroon is a party state to the Conventions of 1951 and 1969, and adopted a law in July 2005 on the status of refugees. The law stipulates in its Article 6, paragraph 2 that any unaccompanied child, subject to the necessary implications, shall enjoy refugee status.

 
Although faced with difficulties that are a part and parcel of the modern world and stemming from globalization, Cameroon appears to her neighbors to be an island of peace. Thus Cameroon, true to her spirit of hospitality and solidarity, welcomes all people without exception, from neighboring states facing social and political unrest.

 
Children in large and growing are a concern given the needs they generate (education, nutrition, housing, health, etc…) Cameroon is working hard to ensure care for children from refugee families.

 
Regarding Cameroonian children living abroad without support, DCI Cameroon has since 2002 developed a family reunification program, in collaboration with the International Social Service (ISS). 


However, if one goes by the reports of member NGO of the COCADE involved in this field, the following problems were identified: 

· Limited resources do not allow for the full support of children refugees in Cameroon

· The lack of identification documents for children refugees 

· The abandonment of children due to the instability of families

· The expulsion of families and children from support centres. 

Recommendations to the Government:

· Increase the number of transitional home sites for children refugees 

· Establish a database on children refugees 

· Encourage the involvement of all stakeholders in the care of children refugees

· Support the implementation of AGR

Recommendations for NGOs

·  Develop program support for children refugees

· Establish a monitoring mechanism of court decisions (legal assistance and grant for the poor to cover bailiff's fees)

· Provide academic support for children refugee.

8.2. 
ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION –CHILD LABOUR

Cameroon has ratified Conventions 182 Of the ILO on the worst forms of child labour and immediate action to eliminate them (June 5, 2002). Efforts are being made by government in collaboration with partners such as ILO, UNICEF and the United States Embassy in Cameroon to ensure the implementation of the said Convention. Under the International Program on Child and Adolescent Labour of the DEI International Secretariat, the  Cameroonian chapter for the protection of international children (DEI Cameroon) participated in the implementation of the project 'Inclusive Schools and child and adolescent labour’ in schools located in districts with high population density of the Yaounde city, in October 2006 to April 2007. However, much remains to be done to eradicate child labour, especially in its worst forms:

· Low program appropriation by the Government

· Child labourers are registered as apprentices

· The existence of child domestic workers

· Lack of information and data on child labour 

Recommendations to the Government

·  Create a system of denounciation

· Increase the number of rehabilitation and reintegration centres 

· Validate the draft national action plan for the fight against the labour spelt out by the Ministry of Labour and Social Security 

Recommendations to NGOs

· Advocacy with the Government for monitoring and sustainability of programs developed by partners

· Enhance awareness campaigns in areas affected by the phenomenon 



8.3. SALE, TRAFFICKING AND ABDUCTION OF CHILDREN 

Studies in Cameroon have highlighted the seriousness of the phenomenon of child trafficking. Regarding cross-border traffic, child trafficking for consumption abroad is a rather disturbing trend. The lives they live and their work border on slavery.

Today, the issue is still that of cheaper and free child labour in abundance, involving innocent children that are sexually abused. Faced with this situation, NGOs are carrying out advocacy in local communities, to denounce acts of trafficking and others. Despite their efforts, they encounter difficulties due to:

· the migratory traditions of the people and rural exodus

· the deterioration of morals and traditions

· travelling for socio-educative purposes

· poverty and greed of families.

 

Recommendations to the Government

·  Strengthen supervision of border posts and educate the staff there on the child trafficking phenomenon

· Strengthen the identification system of children in mass exodus within and outside the country 

Recommendations to NGOs 

· Support the implementation of the ILO Action Plan 

· Raise awareness on the phenomenon

8.4. 
STREET CHILDREN 

Street children remained a cause for concern to the authorities in Cameroon. In December 2008, the Prime Minister set up a Steering Committee of the project against the phenomenon of street children, with the aim of determining the necessary short term measures for the institutionalization of EDR identified and not returning to families. The work of this committee will certainly bring about a marked improvement of children living in the street. 

Recommendations to the Government 

· Accelerate the work of the Steering Committee of the project against the phenomenon of street children

Recommendations to NGOs 

· Advocacy for the care of street children 

· Establishment of a mentoring program for street children.

8.5. SEXUAL EXPLOITATION FOR COMMERCIAL PURPOSES AND PORNOGRAPHY

To go by the periodic report of Cameroon, it is clear that sexual exploitation of children is now a central concern of the Cameroonian Government. It falls in line with the general promotion and protection of the rights of the child, which is considered as a source, a potential to be promoted and a nursery on which depends the future of the entire nation. 

Despite all this, a day does not go by without news in the media relating to sexual exploitation of children. In the same vein, a prospective multicenter study conducted in 2004 by the NGO Capscan,  on a sample of 800 minors in the cities of Yaounde, Douala, Bamenda and Bafoussam, entitled "Sexually exploited minors for commercial purposes" reveals that:

· The phenomenon of sexual exploitation is real concern in Cameroon

· The main causes are poverty, poor parental support, the current development of lifestyle that promotes a high conjugal mobility with very unstable and fragile marriages, lack of prosecutions against offenders.

In 2008, the COCADE in collaboration with Plan Cameroon has organized a consultation on the sexual exploitation of children Akonolinga. Following this consultation the children were asked for their involvement in educating their peers and the general public through the media. They asked the NGOs to sensitize parents to listen better and ask to foster dialogue to strengthen their capacity to denounce all cases of sexual exploitation of children. In 2006, the Cameroon section of the World Association for School as an Instrument of Peace (EIP Cameroon), at the request of MINAS and with support from UNICEF Cameroon developed a guide to information on the operation child sexual Cameroon (for children, parents and teachers). From 2007 to 2009, the EIP Cameroon has organized awareness campaigns for communities on sexual exploitation of children. In this context, 05 workshops were organized in the regions of the Far North, North, Adamawa, East and South with support from UNICEF and MINAS. On the occasion of Children's Parliament, EIP Cameroon educates Members Juniors on child rights and sexual exploitation of children supported by UNICEF Cameroon. 
Despite all these activities, several problems were identified in the fight against the phenomenon. These include:

· Lack of national data on the extent of the phenomenon

· Fright of the victims and the silent complicity of parents

· The influence of traditions and customs

Recommendation to the Government 

· Establish shelters and care for child victims of sexual exploitation

· Encourage the victim's return to school

· Reintegrating victims of socio-professional level

· Strengthen the judicial matter

· Enforce legislation and regulations provided in this area

· Conduct a national study to assess key indicators

· Develop and implement a national action plan to fight against the phenomenon of sexual exploitation of children. 

Recommendations to NGOs 

· Strengthen capacity of stakeholders and institutions for victims

· Develop IEC activities and CCC on the leadership phenomenon in communities

· Strengthen the capacity of NGOs to support victims. 


· 
8.6. ADMINISTRATION OF JUVENILE JUSTICE 

There is real determination on the part of the government as regards the administration of juvenile justice. This effort is embodied in the new provisions the Code of Criminal Procedures – which is quite complete (Articles 700 to 743). Decree No. 2009/0301/PM of February 23, 2009 on the establishment, organization and functioning of the rehabilitation center for minors, Bépanda, in Douala; the joint orders MINJUSTICE / MINAS appointing assessors and delegates concerned with release on probation through out the national territory,  for children in conflict with the law. 


The NGOs appoint counseling assistance for children in conflict with the law and the accompanying family. In regard to administrating juvenile justice, between 2007 and 2008, DEI Cameroon organized three capacity building sessions of stakeholders, on the monitoring of General Observation No. 10 of the CDE [CRC?] on the rights of children in the system of juvenile justice, in Yaounde and Douala. However, such NGOs noted some difficulties within the scope of their activities, including:

· The number of children in overcrowded prisons

· Lack of birth certificate

· Insufficient staff (doctors, social workers, lawyers ...)

· Inadequate investment structures for the reintegration of children

· Recurrence of offence

· The judicial delays.

Recommendations to the Government 

· Opening reception centers 

· Facilitate access to specialized centers

· Facilitate family support for children

· Remove neighborhoods in juvenile prisons

· Strengthening the institutional mechanism for systematic placement of all minor children in conflict with the law in rehabilitation centers.

Recommendations to NGOs 

· Own the new Code of Criminal Procedure

· Strengthen the capacities of NGOs on the administration of juvenile justice. 



8.7. ORPHANS AND VULNERABLE CHILDREN 

The OVC is a major concern for government authorities. The needed proof of such concern should be to support the OVC that are in the National Strategic Plan for the Fight against AIDS 2006-2010. In addition, the Association of Mayors of the Cities of Cameroon has created a cell within the association for the fight against AIDS, according a prominent place for the care of OVC. 


However, while managing the situation of OVC, a great resignation of families in the face of their responsibilities, as well as inadequate funding and mismanagement of funds for the care of OVC, the stigma of OVCs were observed. 

Recommendations to the Government 

· Promote the empowerment of families in the care of OVC 

· Involve churches and community leaders in sensitizing the people

· Develop and implement national programs to support OVC

· Open a hotline and a listening service for OVC

Recommendations to NGOs 

· Use the public media and private local and national level for greater community awareness

· Promote the social and psychological support for OVC 

8.8. MINORITIES AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 

In national politics, importance is given to the promotion and protection of minorities and indigenous peoples. Through international cooperation, the Government has conducted a series of studies and surveys on the vulnerability of indigenous people in Cameroon. Moreover, on August 9 of each year, Cameroon joins the international community to celebrate the Day of Indigenous People. Many NGOs, like: 

· MBOSCUDA (Mbororo Social and Cultural Development Association) in the North West, East and North

· RAPID (Action Network for Participatory Development Initiatives)

· RACOPY (Concerted Action Research Network Pygmies) in the Eastern Region

· CADDAP (Action Center for Sustainable Development of Indigenous Pygmies) in the Eastern Region

· Association of Young Mbororo East

· Association of Young Baka Lomié

· ASBAK Association (Baka)

· APPEC (Association for the Advancement of Auto Populations of Eastern Cameroon) 
Working for the promotion and protection of rights of indigenous peoples and minorities. During their operations, the following difficulties were identified. These include: 

· Poor collaboration between the aboriginal community leaders and civil status officers 

· Poor involvement of parents of school activities

· Poor communication / reluctance

· High level of poverty of parents

· Operations, contempt and rejection and subjugation by the surrounding majority populations

· Difficulty in adapting to sedentary life

· Enclosure of villages

· Exposure to Disease

· Promiscuous living 

Recommendations to the Government 

· Provide basic equipment(recreation centre, meeting ...) in the villages of indigenous people

· Build the capacities of the traditional authorities of indigenous peoples in children's rights

· Give incentives to provide schooling for the children of this social setting

· Take coercive measures for teachers serving in schools in the villages of indigenous people

· Encourage community participation in programs and projects that concern them

· Develop and implement programs specific to indigenous people groups

Recommendations to NGOs 

· Increase sessions of communication and awareness outreach

· Intensify the fight against stigma

· Strengthen the capacity of indigenous community leaders on the appropriation and implementation of the CRC

· Facilitate access to AGR

· Initiate programs educating on hygiene and tidiness

· Start sex education programs

LIST OF NGOs THAT participated in THE DRAFTING OF REPORT 


1- SOS VILLAGE d’Enfants Cameroun

2- Actions Unies Pour les Activités Educatives et Scolaires (AUPAES)

3- Cercle des Educateurs Solidaires des Quartiers Réunis (CESOQUAR)

4- Association pour la Protection des Enfants Eloignés de leur Famille au Cameroun (APEEFC)

5- Mbororo Social and Cultural Association (MBOSCUDA)

6- Jonathan’s House Children Association

7- Society For Initiative in Rural Development and Environmental Protection (SIRDEP)

8- Women in Action against Gender Based Violence (WA Cameroon)

9- Afrique Genre –Environnement et Développement (AGED)

10- SUBI BABA Y DILAN (l’union fait la force)

11- Réseaux d’Actions Participatives aux Initiatives de Développement (RAPID)

12- Foyer des Jeunes Filles BAKA 

13- Développement Sans SIDA (DS – SIDA)

14- Enfance Joyeuse du Cameroun 

15- Association Pour la Promotion et l’Education des Jeunes Déshérités (APROJED)

16- Association Camerounaise des Droits de l’Enfant (ACDE)

17- TABHITA DORCAS

18- Cercle Islamique pour le Salut (CIS)

19- Charité Sociale Humanitaire (CHASOH) 

20- Association Informations, Reportages, Ondes et Loisirs (IRONDEL)

21- Cameroon Biodiversity Conservation Society (CBCS)

22- Unique Friends Association (UFA)

23- Centre de Promotion des Valeurs Africaines (CEPROVA)

24- Chaine des Foyers Saint Nicodème (CFSN)

25- Défense des Enfants - International Cameroun ( DEI- Cameroun )

�	 Non Gouvernemental Organisation 


�	 Orphelins et Enfants Vulnérables 


�	 Réseau National des Tantines du Cameroun (Cameroon National Network of Aunties)


�	 Female Genital Mutilation





