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Corporal punishment in the home

Corporal punishment is lawful in the home. Article 3 of the Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act (1926) states: “Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to take away or affect the right of any parent, teacher or other person having the lawful control or charge of a child to administer punishment to such child.” In 2004, the Sierra Leone Truth and Reconciliation Commission recommended prohibition of corporal punishment in the home and schools. However, the Child Rights Act (2007) does not repeal article 3 of the Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act and confirms the concept of “reasonable” and “justifiable” correction (article 33). A UNICEF review found that 92% of children aged 2-14 experienced physical and psychological aggression in the home in 2005-2006; 85% of girls and women aged 15-49 believed that a husband or partner is justified in hitting or beating his wife under certain circumstances.

Corporal punishment outside the home

Corporal punishment is lawful in schools under article 3 of the Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act and article 33 of the Child Rights Act (see above). The Education Act (2004) is silent on the issue.

In the penal system, corporal punishment is unlawful as a sentence for crime under the Child Rights Act, which repeals the Corporal Punishment Act (1960), but it is lawful as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions.

Corporal punishment is lawful in alternative care settings under article 3 of the Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act and article 33(2) of the Child Rights Act (see above).

The Committee on the Rights of the Child has twice made recommendations to the Government of Sierra Leone to prohibit all corporal punishment of children, including in the home – in 2000 following examination of the state party’s initial report on the Convention (CRC/C/15/Add.116, para. 47), and in 2008 on the second report (CRC/C/SLE/CO/2, paras. 35 and 36). In 2007, the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women expressed concern at the acceptability of physical chastisement of family members (CEDAW/C/SLE/CO/5, Concluding observations on initial to fifth report, para. 24). In light of the Committee on the Rights of the Child’s General Comment No. 8 on “The right of the child to protection from corporal punishment and other cruel or degrading forms of punishment”, the known links between corporal punishment and other forms of violence, including sexual exploitation, and the importance of eradicating corporal punishment given by the UN Secretary General’s Study on Violence against Children,  we hope the Committee will urge the Government of Sierra Leone to enact legislation to prohibit corporal punishment of children in all settings and to support law reform with relevant public awareness raising and education.

� UNICEF (2009), Progress for Children: A report card on child protection, New York: UNICEF
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