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Suggestions for disability-relevant questions to be included in the list of issues for Pre-sessional Working Group, CRC 55th Session

The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the list of issues, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State reports submitted to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

SINGAPORE
State Report
1.1 The Singapore Government remains committed to ensuring that there is no systematic discrimination against any vulnerable groups, including women and persons with disabilities in Singapore. While Singapore does not have any specific gender equality or anti-gender discrimination legislation, the provisions under the Constitution necessarily encompass non-discrimination against women and persons with disabilities.
4.8 The Singapore Government continues to invest in education for children with disabilities, guided by its strong commitment to ability-driven education. To that end, MOE continues to pursue a continuum of support to pupils with disabilities. The level of support is determined by finding a goodness-of-fit between the child's special educational needs and the environment that provides the optimal level of support. 

4.9 Children with mild to moderate disabilities are admitted to mainstream schools if they are able to cope with the pace and learning environment. Facilities and resources are incorporated in mainstream schools to meet their learning needs. These include dedicated personnel such as special needs officers, teachers trained in special needs, additional support from resource teachers, assistive devices and accessibility features. These provisions are provided for in mainstream schools that are geographically spread out to facilitate access.  There are about 4,000 children with mild to moderate special learning needs in mainstream schools. Special needs officers are deployed to assist teachers and to help the children learn in these schools. These schools are staffed by specially trained teachers who are assisted by medically trained personnel and support staff, with a curriculum and environment specially tailored to their needs.

4.10 For children with more severe needs and who require intensive individualised support, provisions are provided in alternative support settings such as special education schools, where they can learn at their own pace and be developed to their full potential. There are approximately 4,800 children with more severe special needs receiving education in 21 special education (SPED) schools.  Of these children, about 500 of them currently take the mainstream curriculum in SPED schools.  The 21 SPED schools receive funding up to four times the cost of primary education. In addition, schools with secondary aged students doing mainstream secondary or prevocational curriculum receive funding up to four times the cost of secondary education.
Suggestions for list of issues

· What are the specific plans of the Government to include an explicit prohibition of discrimination based on disability into the Constitution and the Compulsory Education Act?

· Are special education schools (SPED) managed and run by the Ministry of Education? 

· Please explain why the education of children with disabilities does not fall under compulsory education? What steps is the Government taking to encompass education of children with disabilities, including special education, under the Compulsory Education Act?
· How does the Government ensure that children with disabilities exercise their freedom of expression and freedom of information on an equal basis with others? 
· What steps are currently being taken to sign and ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities?
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