Increase protection and support of women and children in IDPs settlements (Afgoi Coridor.)
The fighting between Ethiopian/TFG alliance forces and opposition groups has caused massive displacemant and most of the people living in Mogadishu were displaced to Afgoi corridor and meet protection concerns in IDPs settlement. 
In this regard, SOCPD under partnership with TPO on addressing Learning barriers and protection Concerns in IDPs settlement around afgoi corridor, has  organized five days workshop on protection of women and children from 17-21 August 2008 around Afgoi corridor to increase protection and support of women and children in IDPS sttlements. The workshop was attended by 63 members from nine IDPs cmps, each IDP camp seven members including different members from the community such as women and youth groups, religious and traditional elders, community leaders; this is existed structure that distribute food in side IDPs.the names of the nine IDPs are 

Participants are sixty three members 33 male and 30 female from deferent ages .
 The workshop was facilitated by Regional TOTs on Mental Health and Psychosocial Support in emergency Settings(MHPSS), Mr.Ahmed Dini and Mr. Mohamed Abdi Mohamed who is also SOCPD Chairperson. The participants were new displaced people from Mogadishu and former IDPs in Mogadishu who repeated displaced and from minority clans. Both are currently living and settled Afgoi corridor and meet protection concern in IDPs and lack of security and learning opportunities respectively. 
The objective of the workshop was to increase protection and support of women and children in IDPs  and lessons covered including:- 
· Gender based Violence (GBV)

· Corporal punishment in families and schools, 

· Domestic violence,

·  Rape and Sexual exploitation, 

· HIV/AIDS

· Psychosocial needs of families children in emergencies

· The rights of women and children 

· Roles and responsibilities of community on protection of women and children

· Establishment of child protection committees 

· Action plan developed. 

The pressing problems and protection concerns listed by the participants are as follows:-
1. Rape

2. Sexual exploitation 

3. increased number of street and working children

4. child recruitment

5. killing and wounding children

6. UXO

7. family separation 

8. increased number of children disabled on going conflict

9. Corporal punishment 

10. increased divorce/family breakdown that leads children to join militias 

11. Lack of midwife that caused many women dies during delivery.

12. Road accidents 

13. Divorce

14. Psychosocial problems trauma, lack of sleep, fear 
All IDPs noted that Rape is occurring each IDPs camp followed by child recruitment, family separation and UXO are the worst concern need to be addressed. Sexual exploitation was also another problem mentioned since all these people are poor and vulnerable.
Divorce was mentioned is another factor that contributes children to be easily recruited or join directly to street or working children. 
The facilitators again forwarded the sessions and asked participants vulnerable groups among the displaced people living the IDPs settings with regard of protection concerns mentioned:-
· Orphans
· Disabled 

· Old people

· Blindness people 

· Mad people

· Pregnancy women

· Girls
· Widows

· children

· female lead household
They categorized and mentioned that mentally ill people are the most vulnerable and most of them died during conflict. Followed by Orphans who has no family protection and they are easily to be recruited or join street children. Women and Girls were reported that they are in danger during the displacement when militias are looking for weapons and for inspection to rape women and girls because are left alone and all men and boy are run away to be killed. UXO is another problem since some displaced people are living former Somali military bases that causes exploitations after children hit or dig some explosive elements are cause to die, disabled or seriously wounded. 
Sharifo  who is participant said my brother’s daughter was raped by militias  during conflict when militias are looking for and inspecting the houses because` all men and boys left the house to be killed jailed. The girl was 17 years old and encountered a lot of problems that resulted to leave this area to San’a Yeman by traveling risk boat through Bosaso 
Road accidents was reported as result children have no enough safe space to play and all educational opportunities/ school tents are lying the long road to Afgoi. 

Young girl working the houses as labor meet a lot of violations/problems as summarized below.

· Lack of care and respect

· Pressured to work hard without rest
· Discrimination

· Beating if some thing is missed ( you are Thief )

· Rape by family member
· Sexual exploitation

· Have no chance to play, rest or conversation with friends

· To get pregnant

· To be killed or wounded/chased if she said family member conceived me. 
· Have no chance to learn or educational opportunity

· No health care.
· All IDPs have large offices in the IDPs , but we discussed possibilities that these offices to be changed child friendly spaces or schools for children to learn and agreed seven IDPs those have no tented schools to change their offices to schools .
All participants mentioned their concern over lack of midwife or delivering facilities in the IDP that causes some pregnant women died and some children meet difficult birth complication that lead children to effect mentally. 
With all facts on the ground , it was discussed roles and responsibilities of communities on protection of women and children and participants noted that they realized that they have all resources needed to address all these issues but previously they did not aware, 
Religious leaders promised that they will preach they community on Friday prays and prying times on pressing issues like rape and they understood they roles in side the community, even we did’t know what is going the IDP I am living said Mocalim Abdi Shakur but this was opportunity to learn our selves and what we can do without out side support. .

Community leaders and women groups promised that they will think much how they will help children and provide educational opportunities, we have large office and nothing to do but from now on will change this office to school and I realized even teachers are living in side IDP camp but previously I did not know lamented by Ahmed farh hashi  IDP leader. 

It was agreed to help the vulnerable groups as well as orphans and widows in emergencies and participants noted that lessons learnt are culturally and religious appropriate and they highly appreciate organized and funded agency as well.   

Community committees promised that they will organize the youth groups forsecurity guards to safeguard the vulnerable groups at night or earlier morning.

It was also discussed and agreed not to send girls and women alone out side IDPs for water and firewood collection or to be followed by their brothers or parents or husband or in groups 
At end of the workshop nine child protection committees in nine IDPs camps was established and follow visits will be done by SOCPD social workers.

SOCPD has visited former nine child protection committees in nine IDPs camps for follow up visits and asked any prtection concerns , the commitees informed that they organized community mobilization on protection and monthly meetings discussion any protection concerns and actions direcrted to create awreness and mobilization. They added that number of violations has reduced since child protection committees established.

Recreational activities at school spaces 

Conflict situations, the education system is dysfunctional and badly damaged. The safe,

Conducive learning environment is absent. SOCPD  under partnership with TPO willing to address this issue and introduce effective learning and

Teaching practices to increase school enrolment and reduce school dropouts, SOCPD has identified six schools but up to now the organization has set up three school recreational activities that increased  school enrolment and reduced dropouts. Children are much interesting competition in sports and competitive skipping ropes that placed in the schools and  swings in each school.
Yahye Suleyman said : I am very much interesting playing food ball because I forget all past fears and able to sleep very at night time . 

Sakarye jaamac said I can learn now very well because my parents started to encourage me to go to schools but previously they were forcing me to go and work or bring water for far place that I could’t able to cary. 

Radio Programs 

SOCPD under TPO partnership  has organized radio programs to adress Gender Based violence (GBV) and other protection cncerns on Fridays through local FM radios . the aim is to create awareness raising on GBV to reduce violations . 
Psychosocial support
SOCPD is  continuing providing psychosocial support and counselling to survivors of Gender based violence (GBV) , families and children in IDPs sellements Agoi corridor who are expeiencing psychosocial problems and truama and children who have diffecult learning bariers and ex. Child soldiers  
