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The Rights of the Child must be visible on the HRC agenda

Second Call for Action, Geneva, 24 November 2006 

 Following the First Call for Action, April 2006

Placing the Rights of the Child on the Human Rights Agenda

The Human Rights Council has an opportunity to place the rights of the child high on the political agenda: an opportunity that is not to be missed. Whilst the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) has achieved almost universal ratification (193 States Parties - all countries except Somalia and USA), CRC obligations have not been translated into significant change at national level. The rights of the child are being violated worldwide. Millions of children are depending on the Council to play its part to end this culture of impunity.

In order to be credible as the principal human rights body within the United Nations, the Human Rights Council must consider all human rights instruments in its work and that includes instruments relating to children.

You can make a difference as members.

We are calling for action:

1. To put the rights of the child on the agenda of the Human Rights Council for at least two days a year.

2. To ensure a rights of the child perspective is adopted throughout the work of the Human Rights Council, and in particular in the Special Procedures and Universal Periodic Review (UPR).

3. To implement a process for meaningful child participation in the work of the Council.
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1. A Specific Agenda for the Rights of the Child 
At least two days per year of the session, as well as regular days should be devoted to discussion on the Rights of the Child.  

a. Such discussions should be held during regularly scheduled sessions/days of the Council. 

b. They should include interactive dialogues with the High Commissioner for Human Rights, selected Special Procedures, Member States, the Committee on the Rights of the Child and other Treaty Bodies, NGOs, UNICEF etc.

c. c. Discussions should aim towards the production of resolutions, decisions and concrete outcomes with a focus on specific mechanisms for follow up including yearly reports. 
d. Working methods should allow for and support meaningful child participation during these discussions. 

e. A process should be implemented that enables NGOs to make written and oral intervention. 

2. A rights of the child perspective throughout the work of the Human Rights Council

2.1. A review of the Special Procedures   

2.1.1. Objectives of the review
a. To Strengthen the Special Procedures as a system and enhance its capacity to address violations of the rights of the child
b. To strengthen the capacity of the Human Rights Council to integrate the work of Special Procedures into debates and decision-making processes, including those within the Universal Periodic Review

2.1.2. Scope of the review:
a Inclusion: Ensure that the rights of the child are included in the mandates of all Special Procedures. 

b. Coordination: Encourage fast and efficient joint action by different Special procedures when dealing with violations of the rights of the child

c. Interaction between the Special Procedures system and the Council:

i. Regular and timely reporting to the Council

ii. Institutionalise the interactive dialogue model

iii. Systematic follow up to the recommendations of Special Procedures by the Council including through the UPR process

2.1.3. Strengthening and enhancing the capacity of Special Procedures
a. Undertake an assessment of gaps in the protection of the rights of the child and explore how they could be closed through the expansion and/or review of current mandates

b. Ensure that adequate funds are made available to ensure coherent implementation of a child rights perspective by the Special Procedures system, the Human Rights Council as well as throughout the entire human rights system.

c. Establish a centralized alert system on upcoming country visits at the OHCHR in order for NGOs to brief the mandate holders and inform their counterparts in countries so as to prepare for the visits, share Terms of Reference, timetable etc

2.2. Universal Periodic Review

2.2.1 Objectives of the UPR should include

a. Promoting and protecting human rights in general and the rights of the child  

b. Universal coverage and equal treatment for all States

c. A focus on implementation and follow up

2.2.2 Standards that form the basis of review to include

The same standards should be applied to all countries, and these should include:

a. Child Rights Instruments (Convention on the Rights of the Child, Optional Protocols)

b. Concluding Observations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child and other Treaty Bodies and reports by Special Procedures 

c. Implementation of pledges and other international commitments made by countries

2.2.3 Process of the Review

a. The OHCHR should compile existing information on the country under review. This should include: Concluding Observations of the CRC and other Treaty Bodies, reports of Special Procedures, relevant country resolutions by UN Bodies. In addition, the OHCHR should prepare a yearly compilation of child rights dimensions included in Special Procedures reports to be able to identify gaps and to support UPR

b. The information on the human rights records of the country under review should be gathered on the basis of a standard questionnaire. The questionnaire should have a child rights focus. 

c. National and international NGOs, national independent human rights institutions and UNICEF and other agencies will have the right to submit relevant information on the child rights situation of the country under review

d. Children should be granted full participation in the collection and submission of information and data for the UPR

e. The UPR should be undertaken by a review committee comprised of both State and independent expert representatives, including expertise on the rights of the child, possibly from National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs), NGOs. The final outcome of the review should be discussed during a plenary session of the Council.

2.2.4 Periodicity
a. The UPR should be done in sessions additional to the minimum ten week sessions of the HRC

b. Each country should be reviewed every 3–5 years.  The same periodicity should apply to all countries. 

2.2.5 Outcomes and Follow Up
a. The review committee has to adopt recommendations which should be action orientated and time bound.

b. The country under review should report back on the implementation of the recommendations when the committee deems necessary.

c. The review committee can recommend that the council propose to the General Assembly the suspension of the country for gross human rights violations.

3. To ensure a process for meaningful child participation in the work of the Council

a. An agreement by the Council in principle to ensure the involvement of children in issues pertaining to the rights of the child

b. A commitment to engage in a dialogue to develop mechanisms and processes for meaningful child participation.


The Human Rights Council meets for a minimum of 10 weeks or 50 days per year.  If two days of this time is devoted to the rights of the child this means only 4% of session time will be spent on the rights of the child, yet children make up over 50% of the world’s population….!





Help us make a world fit for children
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