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Corporal punishment in the home
Corporal punishment is lawful in the home in Northern Sudan. Provisions against violence and abuse in the Child Act of Northern Sudan (2009) are not interpreted as prohibiting all corporal punishment in childrearing.

Corporal punishment is unlawful in the home in Southern Sudan under article 21 of the Interim Constitution of Southern Sudan (2005) and section 21 of the Child Act of Southern Sudan (2008). 

Corporal punishment outside the home
Corporal punishment is prohibited in schools in Northern Sudan under the Child Act of Northern Sudan (information unconfirmed). It is prohibited in schools in Southern Sudan under article 21 of the Interim Constitution of Southern Sudan and section 21 of the Child Act of Southern Sudan.

In the penal system, corporal punishment is unlawful as a sentence for crime under the Child Act in Northern Sudan (information unconfirmed, including the application of the prohibition to crimes under Islamic law) – but it is lawful as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions. In Southern Sudan, the Child Act prohibits corporal punishment as a sentence for crime and as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions (sections 21 and 181). It is also prohibited in penal institutions in article 21 of the Interim Constitution of Southern Sudan.

Corporal punishment is lawful in alternative care settings in Northern Sudan. In Southern Sudan, it is prohibited in alternative care settings under article 21 of the Interim Constitution of Southern Sudan and section 21 of the Child Act (see above).

Research by Save the Children Sweden in Sudan found the most common form of corporal punishment by teachers and parents to be whipping (87%). Reasons for being beaten by teachers included late arrival (41%) and failure to complete homework or recite Koranic verses (45%); 89% of children in Koranic schools gave the main reason for corporal punishment as imperfect recitation of Koranic verses. In the home, reasons included disobedience (36%), persistent demands (28%) and making loud noises (24%); 89% of interviewed parents believed corporal punishment to be the best way to discipline their children. In the reformatories and custody centres visited, 65% of juvenile offenders said they had received corporal punishment at some stage of the juvenile justice process; 87% of those interviewed while in custody said they had been beaten by police to obtain a confession.

The Human Rights Committee has twice expressed concern at judicial corporal punishment, including flogging, amputation and stoning, and recommended its abolition – in 1997 in its concluding observations on the state party’s second report (CCPR/C/79/Add.85, para. 9) and in 2007 on the third report (CCPR/C/SDN/CO/3, para. 10). In 2000, the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights recommended abolition of corporal punishment of women under the Public Order Act 1996 (E/C.12/1/Add.48, Concluding observations on initial report, paras. 24 and 34). The Committee on the Rights of the Child has made recommendations to prohibit and eliminate corporal punishment of children three times – twice in 1993 (CRC/C/15/Add.6, Preliminary observations on initial report, para. 7 and CRC/C/15/Add.10, Concluding observations on initial report, para. 17) and in 2002 (CRC/C/15/Add.190, Concluding observations on second report, paras. 35, 36 and 70). In light of General Comment No. 8 and the importance of eradicating this form of violence given by the UN Secretary General’s Study on Violence against Children,  we hope the Committee on the Rights of the Child will again urge the state party to prohibit corporal punishment in all settings, including the home, as a matter of urgency.
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