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Timor-Leste ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on 16 April 2003. On 16 and 17 January 2008 the Committee on the Rights of the Child (the Committee) considered the initial State party report on the CRC and the initial reports on both Optional Protocols.

Opening Comments

Her Excellency Lúcia Maria Brandão F. Lobato, Minister of Justice of the Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste stressed that this first presentation by Timor-Leste before a treaty body was an historic and auspicious occasion in the development of the nation. Human Rights had been at the centre of the struggle for independence and were enshrined in the Constitution. This commitment was demonstrated by the ratification of all seven core human rights treaties. Timor-Leste was a young and poor nation with little infrastructure, which made implementation, data collection and the reporting procedure challenging. International treaties were incorporated into domestic law by the constitution, although the development of necessary legislation was a slow process and heavily dependant on resources. Child rights were a priority and included in the key legislative codes. Efforts were also being made to ensure positive developments in education and health. She mentioned that the government hoped to have the National Child Rights Commission (NCRC) operational by June. 

Mr. Zermatten, the country co-rapporteur, noted that despite many problems, including the crisis in 2006 which had displaced 75 000 children, there were several positive features to note including the ratification of the core human rights treaties, accession to the Rome Statutes of the International Criminal Court, and the submission of reports on the CRC and both optional protocols, thus pioneering the new common core document system. There were good efforts in the development of legislation, including the possibility of a children’s code and the inclusion of international treaties in domestic law. Initiatives such as the establishment of the Provedor, the setting up of a civil birth registration system and the publication of a mother and child handbook also deserved to be mentioned. However, there were many problems such as the large number of children, the high poverty rate and the lack of infrastructure and administration. The Committee was impressed by the honesty of the report, and by the optimism and political will for improvement which it reflected. He asked whether the CRC could be applied directly by judicial and administrative authorities and for examples of this. He asked about the examination of new laws to ensure their compatibility with international standards and whether technical assistance was needed. He noted the Common Core Document’s comments on the different laws still in force and stressed the need to clarify which laws were still functional and the order of priority. He noted that various important pieces of legislation were being worked on and asked about their status and the prospective timescale for their ratification. He asked about short and medium term goals on poverty reduction under the national action plan ‘Vision 2020’; how this fitted with the national human rights action plan as well as how the outcomes of the special session on ‘A World fit for Children’ was incorporated into the action plans. He asked about the status and functions of the Provedor and the links between the Provedor and the prospective National Child Rights Commission. He noted the long tradition of cooperation with civil society, and asked about their involvement in the report. Finally he asked about anticipated problems with the transition after the departure of the UN agencies.

 Ms. Khattab, the country co-rapporteur, stressed that the purpose of the dialogue was to help. She noted that in times of transition child rights were rarely a priority and hoped they could avoid this. She guessed that the Children’s code was still in an early stage of development since it had not been quoted in the report and asked whether the intention was to leave this until the other laws were done and then collect the relevant provision. She suggested starting with the children’s code and incorporate its provisions into other legislation where relevant, or at least to draft it in parallel with other laws. She asked whether the UNDP training programme for judges had included juvenile justice issues. She was pleased to hear that the National Child Rights Commission would soon be operational. She asked for more information on the role and independence of the Provedor. She asked about budget allocations for children and the inclusion of children in the allocation of funds from donors. She noted that the minimum age for employment was twelve for light work and fifteen for other work and asked how this related to the age for finishing compulsory education and about measures for protecting working children, particularly in the informal economy, in the revised labour code. She noted that the minimum ages for sexual consent and marriage were discriminatory and asked about plans to raise the minimum age of marriage to eighteen. She noted that there seem to be problems with enforcing the minimum age of criminal responsibility and that minimum ages for purchase of cigarettes and for accessing medical services independently were non-existent. She observed that the report did not provide information on the age for leaving school, the minimum age for inheriting property or testifying in court. She praised the candour of the report on the issue of non-discrimination and asked about societal discrimination against the children of Indonesian militias and girls and the existing programmes and initiatives to address these issues. She noted that implementing the best interest of the child was still a problem. Customary law was often problematic as culture could be used to justify discrimination. She asked about variation in cultural practices and the application of traditional justice. She noted that birth registration was still a problem and asked about the progress of consultations with the Catholic Church on the issue. She also asked for more information on the different information on the birth certificate and baptism certificate. She also asked about paternal support when the father denied paternity. She recalled that in 1999 there was a Memorandum of Understanding with Indonesia about children separated from their families and asked about the outcome. Finally, she asked about early childhood development programmes.

General Measures of Implementation

Legislation

The Committee asked about the status and prospective timescale for laws on issues affecting children. The delegation explained that the penal code had been approved by the Council of Ministers and was being discussed by parliament, the last stage before becoming law. This code was the result of consultations with civil society and was still open to suggestions for improvements from a child rights perspective. No timetable was given for other laws, but the delegation emphasised the number of laws needed and the necessity of prioritising. The desire to consult before producing laws and to spend time on drafting good and lasting laws also meant that this was a slow process that required considerable resources.

The Committee asked whether the CRC could be applied directly by judicial and administrative authorities. The delegation replied that the constitution provided that international treaties became part of domestic law upon ratification. Any domestic or customary law decision, which violated these agreements or fundamental rights, was automatically invalid. Applying such treaties was problematic due to confusion over which laws applied. NGOs and universities assisted in the publication and dissemination of information and judges and the public prosecutor had received some training, but further efforts and assistance were needed to disseminate information among the general population. Lack of knowledge and difficulties in accessing formal legislative solutions increased reliance on customary law. The delegation did not provide specific information to ensure that new laws were compatible with international standards, but stressed the willingness to take the Committee’s recommendations into consideration in the drafting of new laws. 

Children's Code

The Committee asked about the scope of the Children's code and where it was in the drafting process. The delegation said that a Children's code was one of the legislative priorities. There would be consultations in each district through the local government structures and with NGOs and UNICEF before the government drafted the code and presented it to parliament for public discussion. The Code would be fully in accordance with the CRC and cover all issues relating to children. This was the process that had been used for the code on juvenile justice which was expected to be finished before the end of the year. The consultations had been started and mechanisms for wider discussion were in place but the actual drafting had not yet started. Although the Children's code was an important piece of legislation, there was no guarantee when it would be finished. Laws on individual aspects could be developed much faster, so there was a political debate over the preferable solution. The Committee strongly recommended focusing on producing a single, comprehensive Children's Code. This would be a more powerful instrument and embody the principles of the CRC as well as guaranteeing the protection of children in all matters and setting standards for other laws, which might otherwise have to be revised when the children's code was developed. They urged the state to prioritise this. The delegation promised that the Committee's recommendations would be given consideration in future discussions.

Coordination and Independent Monitoring

In response to questions about the Provedor, the delegation explained that it was a constitutional body elected for four years, established by the constitution and represented throughout the country. It was mandated to receive individual complaints on human rights violations and investigate complaints about other institutions on issues such as corruption. It did not have a special children’s department, but could receive complaints from children, although they were not aware that he had. The delegation did not respond to enquiries about the inclusion of the Paris Principles in his mandate.

The Committee asked about the role of the prospective National Child Rights Commission (NCRC) and how its functions were unique. The delegation replied that the Ministry of Solidarity, as the body responsible for social issues, had a children's department and collaborated with several other ministries on children's issues. The intention was to establish minimum guarantees of protection for children whereas the NCRC would monitor and develop policies on issues affecting children. The government was collecting suggestions for the post of commissioner and it was hoped the body would be functional by the end of the year. Civil society was involved in the consultations on the appointment and there was no bar to an NGO representative becoming Commissioner. The Committee said there should be separate institutions coordinating and monitoring policy. It suggested that it would be better for the Provedor to undertake the monitoring role if the commissioner was to coordinate and help define policy.

Data Collection

The Committee acknowledged the problems with data collection, but stressed the importance of data in developing and monitoring effective policies. It asked about methods and the availability of assistance from UNICEF in this area. The delegation did not respond.

Cooperation with Civil Society

Based on experience in other countries, the Committee suggested that a strong, critical and trusted civil society was a prerequisite for development. There was a danger that criticism and conflicting priorities would lead to mistrust after the initial cooperation based on collaboration against a common enemy. It asked about mechanisms for solving conflicts and nurturing a strong civil society. The delegation stressed the good relationship with civil society and noted NGO assistance in many areas. Despite the constraints on its budget, in 2007 the government had dedicated five million US Dollars to supporting NGOs and the Ministry of Justice cooperated with NGOs on legal drafting and the publication of laws. The Prime Minister’s office included an NGO-selected advisor on civil society.

International Assistance

The delegation did not answer questions about participation in the commemorative session of the General Assembly on ‘A World fit for Children’ or in the Secretary General’s Study on Violence against Children or potential problems when the UN agencies left. The Committee asked about the inclusion of children in the allocation of donated funds The delegation replied that the state negotiated with donors to channel funds to its six priority areas: Education, health, justice, security, agriculture and infrastructure.

Definition of the Child

The delegation did not respond to the Committee’s concerns about the low and discriminatory ages for marriage.

General Principles

Non-discrimination

The Committee asked about discrimination against children of Indonesian militias and against girls. The delegation stressed the commitment enshrined in the constitution to combat all forms of discrimination. It was not aware of discrimination against the children of Indonesian militias. No one had been forced to return to Indonesia. However, they promised to consult experts and provide more information. 

The Committee asked about discrimination in customary law, on the basis of marital status, gender, or pressure to marry early. The delegation admitted that gender discrimination was a problem, but customary law was not the sole reason or problem and varied from district to district, for example, in relation to inheritance of property. There was insufficient data to identify other specific problems. Efforts to change patriarchal culture and attitudes through education were needed. The delegation did not provide information on discrimination against children born of incestuous relationships or on activities to prevent this.

Right of the child to be heard

The Committee noted that the right of the child to express its opinions was difficult to implement despite its inclusion in law. It asked about efforts to develop a culture which respects the views of the child and the possibilities for expression in schools, the media and through the children’s parliament. It was concerned about the impact of defamation legislation. The delegation replied that almost all public schools had elected student councils. They did not provide information on the selection of participants in the children’s parliament or how the agenda for that parliament was produced.

Civil Rights and Freedoms

Birth Registration, right to a nationality and identity
The Committee asked about reports that some teachers only accepted baptism certificates (rather than civil birth registration) for school enrolment. The delegation explained that private schools had their own regulations and those run by religious institutions might require a baptism certificate for registration.

The Committee asked about hospital documentation of births, the use of mobile registration units and awareness raising on the importance of birth registration. It asked about difficulties in acquiring a baptism certificate and cooperation between the church and civil authorities. The delegation explained that the Ministry of Justice was responsible for birth registration. Birth certificates were not required, but made the registration process easier. If the certificates were not available, the testimony of two witness on the nationality of the parents and the place of birth of the child were required. A Memorandum of Understanding had formalised collaboration with the church and civil society organisations on promoting birth registration. A recent initiative supported by UNICEF had registered more than 160 000 children under five in twelve districts. The delegation did not provide information on the different information contained in the baptism and birth registration certificates.

Freedom of religion

The Committee asked about information and discussion on the religions not taught in schools. Although over ninety percent of the population was Catholic, other religions were recognised and had a good relationship with the Catholic Church and the state. The Constitution guarantees their right to self-organise and lead activities.

Family Environment and Alternative Care

The Committee was concerned about the number of children in institutions, particularly disabled children and asked about a balance between de-institutionalisation and improving the conditions in institutions. The delegation did not respond to questions about legislation on shared parental responsibility and mechanisms to support the family and the availability of community alternatives to institutionalisation. The Committee asked about regulation and oversight of informal adoptions. It suggested incorporation of the draft law on adoption into the Children's code, unless this would cause a delay, and meanwhile proposed a suspension on international adoptions. It asked about current practice on adoption, the responsible body and practical guidance. It recommended ratifying the Hague Convention on International Adoption. The delegation confirmed that adoptions had been suspended until legislation was drawn up and protection could be guaranteed. A central body to administer adoptions would be established by the law. 

Violence, abuse and neglect

The Committee noted that family violence was a problem and that corporal punishment was widely accepted and practiced in schools. It asked about social and legal measures to counter the use of corporal punishment and develop a child-friendly culture. The delegation pointed to the Constitution’s guaranteed special protection to families and children, particularly against neglect, discrimination and abuse, which provided a strong legal basis for protection efforts. It asserted that the ministry of education had a zero-tolerance policy for violence in schools. Some research had been done and programmes started on violence and child participation but more efforts were needed. 

The Committee noted that there were only six social workers and these were concentrated in the capital. It asked about their training, their capacity to train others and the possibility of specialising in issues affecting children. The delegation replied that the ministry of social affairs had a budget for social work including training in the districts. They worked closely with the church, police and community leaders on human rights issues. Three districts had child protection networks and this would be expanded to other districts. The delegation did not comment on the possibility of establishing a child helpline. 

Health and Welfare

The Committee commended the primary focus on the provision of basic health services. It asked about efforts to recruit and train more health workers and initiatives to improve community awareness and educate young people about nutrition, alcohol abuse and healthy behaviour. The delegation stressed the efforts to ensure provision of basic services. The national hospital had been overhauled and its capacity increased. Five district hospitals and 67 community health centres were set up covering almost all the towns. More community-based programmes were still needed and the services required more support, but efforts from donors, NGOs and UNICEF helped to implement health programmes as rapidly as possible. The media assisted in promoting healthy behaviour and police visits to schools addressed the risks of alcohol abuse.

The Committee asked about technical assistance and strategies to improve immunisation rates. The delegation stressed that immunisation rates were improving. The Committee noted that HIV/AIDS was not a major issue, but asked about measures to prevent mother-to-child transmission. The delegation pointed out that assistance from Brazil had included the provision of anti-retroviral drugs. The delegation did not answer questions on reducing disability due to preventable causes and the exclusion of disabled children from mainstream society and education.

Peri-natal and maternal health

The Committee noted with concern the increasing incidence of teenage pregnancies, the decreasing median age for pregnancy, the high maternal mortality and the low number of births attended by trained professionals. It asked about reproductive heath education, availability of support for pregnant women and efforts to improve maternal nutrition, promote breast-feeding and provide training in the community. It pointed out that community-based programmes had the potential to reach more women and provide support and practical assistance faster than relying on state efforts. The delegation did not comment on these issues.

Standard of living

The Committee noted that poverty was a significant problem and that recent indicators were not encouraging. It asked about plans for improving the economy and eliminating poverty. The delegation agreed that poverty was a major problem and highlighted the large number of contributing factors (high unemployment, a very small private sector, large households unable to meet their basic needs, limited resources and the reliance on subsistence agriculture). Although poverty reduction was not directly one of the priorities in the allocation of international support, the development of infrastructure and improvement of education were essential for poverty reduction. 

The Committee stressed that all poverty reduction should include a focus on children since areas such as maternal malnutrition and lack of early childhood development were critical in transferring poverty to the next generation. It asked about the development of social security programmes. The delegation explained that although there was no social security the Ministry of Solidarity provided economic support to families.

The Committee asked about construction programmes to provide housing for families and legislation to resolve disputes over land holding. The delegation replied that the Ministry of Justice had received financial and technical assistance from the USA to develop land and property laws, but as this was a new programme the emphasis was still on consultation and collecting information. They stressed the complexity of the situation given the history of colonisation, the need to protect access to land which guaranteed survival, and the desire to attract foreign investment to create jobs.

Education, Leisure and Cultural Activities

The Committee noted that education was a priority and welcomed the inclusion of human rights in the curriculum. The delegation confirmed that a Ministry of Education decree established nine years (from six to fifteen) of free compulsory education and that the right to education was established in the constitution. The delegation did not provide information on the adoption of an education plan.

The Committee asked about difficulties in funding compulsory education, particularly as international support decreased, and about scholarships for poor children. It asked about other costs, noting concern that the deficiency might be compensated for by fees, and observing the report’s mention of cost deferral as a reason for late enrolment. The delegation replied that the nine years of compulsory education were completely free; after that scholarships were available for children with good grades and donors provided the opportunity to study abroad. The Ministry of Solidarity provided uniforms and stationary. Portugal and Brazil had produced some textbooks and the state had a budget dedicated producing more. 

The Committee asked about schools in rural areas. The delegation replied that the state was committed to improving access to schools in rural areas, but the small and scattered populations and lack of infrastructure made this difficult. 

The Committee asked about problems with language in schools and how this was being addressed. The delegation replied that language was not as big a problem as it might seem. In this transitional period the priority was to communicate with the children in primary schools in whichever language they preferred. The Committee noted the decision not to extend the hundred friendly schools programme and asked how the need for more schools was to be met. The delegation replied that there had been much progress and that the state wanted to extend the programme to 900 schools.

The Committee asked about plans to increase the number and quality of early childhood education programmes. The delegation admitted that, despite efforts by the ministry of education and UNICEF, this was an area which required further work. There were also private schools run by NGOs and the Catholic Church.

The Committee asked about the feeding programmes in schools. The delegation explained that a feeding programme was set up with the assistance of the World Food Programme. New budget commitments ensured that it would continue and expand to cover all schools.

The Committee noted higher illiteracy among girls and asked about equal access to education. The delegation admitted that this was a problem but stressed the political will to change cultural assumptions of male superiority. The Committee suggested that provision of early childhood care in the community might help free girls from the obligation to look after younger children instead of attending school. They also pointed out literacy and basic numeracy programmes for adults.

The Committee asked about teacher training and efforts to improve the quality of education. It was concerned about the low number of contact hours and stressed the importance of quality education an incentive for children to remain in school. The delegation agreed that the quality of education should be improved but emphasised the short-term difficulties of achieving this. Teachers taught in the mornings and received training in the afternoons, contributing to low contact hours. The delegation explained the child to teacher ratio was between 35 and 40 to one and noted the need to recruit and train more teachers.

The delegation did not answer on reasons for low enrolment in secondary schools. The Committee asked about youth centres which provide training in life skills and programmes for youth. It asked about vocational training and language training for adolescents, particularly in international languages. The delegation replied that youth centres were under the administration of the youth council and received support from NGOs and the church as well as the state. These centres provide language, computing and vocational training. They promised to send more detailed written answers on the subject.

 Special Protection Measures

Juvenile Justice

The Committee noted that the report was unclear on the minimum age of criminal responsibility. Seventeen seemed to be the age at which they were treated as adults, not the minimum age of criminal responsibility. The delegation explained that the Ministry of Justice was drafting a law on juvenile justice, having consulted with civil society and international experts. The draft Procedural Code stipulated sixteen as the minimum age of criminal responsibility. Until these new laws were approved the Indonesian code applied. The Committee asked whether children over sixteen were treated as adults and recommended that the state use the general comment on juvenile justice to provide guidance on applicable standards.

The Committee asked about the training of judges and lawyers, whether it was possible to specialise in Juvenile justice, and the inclusion of the new code in training. It asked how language difficulties were dealt with in the juvenile justice system. The delegation explained that Portuguese was the language used in the courts. International judges had been recruited because of the lack of trained nationals which had caused language problems. These were transitional problems while enough nationals were trained as judges and lawyers. The Ministry of Justice also had a legal translation unit, but it was under resourced. The Portuguese had provided assistance on legal drafting and translation. In the future, the translation of laws into local languages would help raise awareness.

Street Children

The Committee noted the particular vulnerability of street children to exploitation and asked about special protection measures. The delegation replied that the ministry of social service in collaboration with NGOs provided support and training to street children.

Child Labour

The delegation did not answer questions on the relation between the minimum age for employment and the school leaving age, nor measures for protecting working children, particularly in the informal economy.

Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict

Ms. Lee, the rapporteur on the Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in armed conflict (OPAC) noted that the report was submitted early. She highlighted the importance of birth registration in preventing the recruitment of children. If a child was not registered three witnesses were required to establish his age. She asked who was considered competent to testify on this matter. She asked about the dissemination of information on the OPAC. She noted the efforts to demobilise and reintegrate the children who had been involved in the conflict and asked about the services available to them, particularly mental health services. Finally, she asked for more information on the draft legislation regulating martial arts groups.

 Legislation

The Committee asked about legislation forbidding the circulation and use of arms and controls on arms left over from the conflict. The delegation replied that a draft law regulating the possession of weapons was currently before the Council of Ministers. An agreement between all parties after the crisis in 2006 included disarmament.

The Committee was concerned about the possibility of children enrolling in the volunteer defence force as it might participate in hostilities in the event of a conflict and recommended an amendment to prevent this. It asked whether the recruitment of children was criminalised in the draft penal code and if this included extraterritorial jurisdiction. The delegation replied that the participation of children under seventeen in armed conflict was prohibited.

Dissemination

The Committee asked about the dissemination of the OPAC, including the involvement of the media. It stressed the need for stability to promote a culture of peace and dialogue and asked about the inclusion of these values in education. The delegation replied that there had been efforts assisted by the media and community radio stations at the regional and national levels to disseminate the OPAC and to promote civic education. 

Survivors of the Conflict

The Committee asked about services, especially access to education and employment, for children who had been engaged in the liberation conflict. The delegation replied that since the referendum in 1999 there were efforts to ensure the reintegration of all those involved in the conflict. It mentioned the efforts of the state and NGOs in reconciliation projects and in reuniting children with their families.

Martial Arts Groups

The Committee asked about legislation to control martial arts groups. It asked whether these were armed groups, gangs, or sporting clubs which had slid into violence. The delegation replied they identified themselves as sporting and cultural clubs which provided training to members and were not armed. Some people had manipulated these groups for political reasons. The new law on these groups would address this by requiring the leaders and founders of the group to assume social responsibility and would prevent the enrolment of children under seventeen.

Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography

Ms. Aidoo, the rapporteur on the Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography (OPSC) complimented the delegation on the participatory process of producing reports and on the efforts already made. She asked whether the government was considering ratifying ILO Conventions 138 and 182 and the Protocol on Trafficking in Persons. She noted that the Working Group on Trafficking had revived and asked when the national action programme would be finalised. She observed that poverty, displacement and the existence of trafficking in the region increased the risks. She asked about measures to prevent trafficking of children under the cover of bilateral labour agreements. She asked about internal trafficking and noted a concerning lack of data. She appreciated that lack of resources was a problem, but stressed the necessity of clear information to formulate effective policies and programmes. She asked about efforts to strengthen the National Statistics Directory and increase its capacity to collect disaggregated data on children. She expressed surprise at the lack of specific awareness raising on the OPSC and concern at the lack of information on the sale of children or child pornography in the report. She noted that a low age of sexual consent and unemployment increased the risks of child prostitution and asked about awareness raising among children, parents and the community on the risks involved. She asked about the training of professionals to inspect venues where there was a risk of prostitution.

She asked about assistance for child victims, including from NGOs, noting that the ministry of health must be overburdened. Finally she praised the establishment of the Vulnerable Person’s Unit of the police which investigated such offences.

Legislation and Reporting

The Committee was concerned that there was no legislation on this issue since the provisions of the Indonesian code, which conflicted with the OPSC, would not be valid (as the Constitution rendered invalid provisions in conflict with international law) and the OPSC itself could not be applied directly. International agreements could be applied directly in cases involving civil law but not in criminal law, which was the area covered by the OPSC.

The delegation stressed that it had not been possible to introduce all the necessary legislation. The Committee acknowledged the problem but emphasised that the OPSC required states to introduce legislation on these issues and the incorporation of OPSC definitions into legislation should be seen as a priority. The Committee noted that the Indonesian code did not penalise all the aspects of pornography covered by the OPSC. They asked for more information on the general plan and proposed legislation. The delegation did not respond to the question of extraterritorial jurisdiction or on the use of the OPSC in drafting legislation on this issue.

The Committee noted that there was no information in the report on prosecutions under the Indonesian laws. It also asked about trials and investigations of abuses by peacekeeping troops during reconstruction. The delegation explained that the Indonesian code was weak on the issue of prostitution and only covered children under seventeen. Although not ideal, subsidiary laws, for example on privacy, could be used as well as case law for issues such as prostitution. The courts already had the right to investigate all offences linked to prostitution and trafficking but was covered more fully in the draft penal code which criminalised prostitution offences. The training received by judges and magistrates covered the provisions of this new code. The Committee mentioned the need to criminalise the users of child prostitutes as well as prostitution itself. In many parts of the world the trend was rather to de-criminalise prostitution and instead focus on clients and organisers. The Committee noted that there was no provision covering the prostitution of children over seventeen and recommended raising the age to eighteen immediately to provide some protection until further laws were drafted.

The Committee asked about the penalties and implications if a child was sold to a foreigner. The delegation replied that they were not aware of such cases having occurred. They pointed out that the reformed criminal code would include provisions on the sale of children. At the moment there were no specific provisions, but general provisions of the criminal code could be used to prosecute such a case.

Protection and services for child victims

The Committee asked about protection and services for abandoned children and child victims of offences covered in the OPSC as well as resources provided to the National Division for Social Reinsertion. It asked about the position and treatment of victims in the legal system and urged the state to include the protection of child victims in the revised criminal and criminal procedural codes using the Guidelines provided in ECOSOC RESOLUTION 2005/20. The delegation replied that the Provedor represents the interest of citizens to end abuse of power and violations, and NGOs provide support and assistance to victims. The ministry of solidarity provided training to those working to support victims and the public defender provided legal assistance to those in need.

Trafficking

The Committee asked about the development of the National Action Plan on Trafficking and of mechanisms to prevent trafficking. The delegation explained that internal changes and political tensions delayed the Working Group on Trafficking. Several initiatives were underway. Trafficking was included in the draft penal code and training was provided to the police and immigration officials. 

Prevention

The delegation did not comment on the problem of mothers abandoning their children in order to work abroad. The delegation stressed that the public ministry and investigative police had received training and worked to identify and close down prostitution rings.

Dissemination

The Committee stressed the important role of the media in dissemination and training. It emphasised the importance of education both to reduce poverty and to provide information on the risks, and to reduce the demand from children and clients. It asked about the inclusion of the issues covered by the OPSC in the National Development plan. The delegation replied that the media had participated in a national campaign to distribute information on the subject.

Concluding Remarks

The Head of Delegation thanked the Committee for their attention. It was a wonderful opportunity for Timor-Leste. It was a young nation and there were great challenges to be overcome in the development of laws, institutions, and infrastructure. This also meant that there was a fantastic opportunity to learn from others and progress in the development of a free and democratic nation. They needed support and technical assistance, particularly in developing legislation, but there was enormous political will and commitment to enshrining child rights in the laws and to work to resolve the problems identified. She promised once again that the Committee’s recommendations would be valued and used in the process.

Ms. Khattab, the country rapporteur, thanked the delegation for the dialogue. The Committee was aware of the constraints and difficulties, but was encouraged by the genuine commitment to implementing child rights demonstrated by the professional report, including a forward by the Prime Minister, and the high level delegation. She stressed that even with limited resources it was essential to put a package of core measures in place, covering all areas. A multi-disciplinary approach was necessary. She urged the state to draw on the financial and technical resources of its supporters. It was urgent that a legal framework be developed based on the fundamental principles of the CRC. She noted that the majority of the children in Timor were vulnerable and needed urgent protection. She hoped that the National Child Rights Commission would be established, adequately resourced and mandated soon, and urged the development of a National Plan of Action guided by the declaration on ‘A World fit for Children’. She hoped that the government would start disaggregating data and that children would be a prominent and distinct feature of the international assistance budgets. She praised the collaboration with civil society and urged the state to maintain it. Finally she emphasised the need to raise children’s issues at the highest levels of decision-making and hoped that the dissemination of the concluding observations would help. 

Ms. Lee, the country rapporteur on the OPAC, thanked the delegation for the early submission of their report. She noted that the minimum age for voluntary recruitment was eighteen, but urged the development of legislation prohibiting recruitment of children. She mentioned the importance of the birth registration for proof of age. She stressed the need for further dissemination of the OPAC and hoped that the dialogue and concluding observations would also be disseminated. Finally, she noted the need for reintegration and assistance programmes for children affected by conflicts.

Ms, Aidoo, the country rapporteur on the OPSC, noted the political will shown by the high level and enthusiastic delegation. She acknowledged the problems and challenges facing the state and hoped the dialogue had helped identify and clarify the legislation needed urgently both to fulfil commitments under the OPSC and to provide protection to vulnerable children. She noted particular concern with the lack of data. Further efforts were also needed on dissemination and training on the OPSC, with officials at all levels of the government, and with vulnerable children. Collaboration with civil society was essential for education and the provision of protection services. She stressed the need to provide recovery and reintegration services for victims, ensuring that they were not re-victimised or stigmatised. She urged the state to ratify ILO Conventions 138 and 182 and the protocol on trafficking. Finally she stressed that vulnerable children could not afford to wait for protective legislation.
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