Summary of Child Rights References in the Reports 
of the Working Group of the Universal Periodic Review

· Bahrain
On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Bahrain: Slovenia, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and Sri Lanka. At the 1st meeting, on 7 April 2008, the Minister of State for Foreign Affairs of Bahrain, Nizar Albaharna, presented the national report of Bahrain.

(i) Summary of the State under Review – 
Bahrain addressed questions raised in advance by some of the countries. It responded that: 

· corporal punishment is prohibited in schools and a new draft law on the child interest is being considered;
· a draft law on citizenship is being debated to avoid the negative effect which could result from not granting nationality to the children of Bahraini mothers who are married to non-Bahrainis;
· A national human rights institution would be established soon, in accordance with the Paris Principles. The institutions which are already operating in a specific field are the Supreme Council of Women and the National Committee on Childhood;
Bahrain asked whether good practices and experiences could be shared in the areas of protecting human rights in counter-terrorism activities; preventing occasional abuse of freedoms of speech, expression, assembly and association to promote xenophobia, hatred and incitement to violence; and protecting and preventing violations of rights of children, women and workers.
(ii) Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under Review 
· Algeria noted progress with regard to rights of children and women following the adoption of respective laws and encouraged Bahrain to continue to make progress.
· Noting the impressive economic and social indicators, Cuba invited Bahrain to provide more information on the “schools for the future project”, which focuses on modern information technology as well as on cooperation with civil society, including during the preparation of the national report.
· Sri Lanka noted with appreciation a reference to a UNESCO report indicating Bahrain’s high rate of primary school enrolment, as well as an equally encouraging UNDP report documenting a decree that human rights education be taught in schools.
· The Russian Federation also noted the draft law on the provision of citizenship to children where the father is not a Bahraini citizen, and indicated that it should be a priority when examined and should come into force as soon as possible.
· Egypt noted difficulties faced by countries to ensure that legislation complies with the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and requested information on this issue.
· Sudan asked about efforts undertaken to implement CRC and its protocols to achieve human development.
· Bahrain indicated that the Ministry of Education has developed a new school subject dealing with citizenship, human rights and democracy, which is taught from primary school through to secondary school, and explains the content of relevant international human rights instruments, in particular the rights of children and women. There were also human rights subjects in all curricula. Bahrain also referred to a programme ensuring computer and Internet access, aimed at ensuring that coming generations can enjoy new technologies.
· Lebanon was most struck by Bahrain’s education indicators, as illustrated in the national report and in the UNDP report. Education is compulsory and free to all in Bahrain. It requested information on what sorts of solutions have been found to guarantee this educational renaissance which has made this country an example to follow.
(iii) Conclusions and/or recommendations
The State under review considered the recommendations made during the interactive dialogue which are contained in section II B above, and agreed on the following:
· The draft law on the provision of citizenship to children where the father is not a Bahraini citizen would be considered a priority (Russian Federation). 
· Ecuador

On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Ecuador: Italy, Mexico, and India. The delegation of Ecuador was headed by H.E. Mr Gustavo Jalkh, Minister of Justice and Human Rights.
(i) Summary of the State under Review – 

· In response to questions raised in advance on the penitentiary system, in 2008, the Government will be investing US$90 million in the penitentiary system, in particular in the areas of infrastructure, social rehabilitation centres, access to legal assistance and pre-trial detention. Ecuador set as target to become a country without children in prisons. 

· Ecuador increased the national budget by 38 per cent to invest in social areas, in particular to provide universal, free and quality public health services and free and quality basic education.

· On the rights of children, reference was made to the National Plan for the Comprehensive Protection of Children and Adolescents, in particular actions for the progressive eradication of child labour and begging and to address the exploitation of children.
(ii) Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under Review  -

· The representative of Mexico asked the delegation of Ecuador to provide additional information on the vision of the Government of Ecuador on the question of bilingual intercultural education, and if it is mandatory in the national territory.
· The Russian Federation also asked how far Ecuador was in regard to the introduction of bilingual education.
· Cuba asked whether a deadline had been set for the achievement of universally available free basic education.
· The Republic of Korea noted Ecuador’s efforts to promote the rights of indigenous people, including by introducing bilingual education for them.
· The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland welcomed the introduction of a child labour plan.
· In response to the last questions, the delegation of Ecuador noted that there is a department of education for indigenous peoples and intercultural bilingual system, and a health department for indigenous people in the Ministry of Health as well as a national department for indigenous people in the Office of the Ombudsman.
· Italy recommended adopting appropriate measures to combat child labour and exploitation. Italy also noted the importance of human rights education at all levels.
· Germany requested further information on child labour and child sexual exploitation, in particular measures and criteria that Ecuador has used to obtain progress in this area.
· Ecuador noted that two policies of the Government related to education and health. In 2005 a 10-year education plan was developed and its basic purpose is to provide universal basic education. Ecuador noted progress in budget allocation to 38 per cent. Barriers to school entry have been reduced, programmes have been initiated such as the school textbook programme, which aims to cover 1.3 million children and ensures cultural diversity. This includes bilingual textbooks in indigenous languages. Free school uniforms are also provided. 15,000 new jobs have been created for teachers and there is a strict planning in the education system, as well as increase in investments in education, including in infrastructure and a larger number of teachers trained.
· Regarding the social protection of children, particularly the elimination of the phenomenon of street children, the delegation indicated that Ecuador has a special national protection plan and has made efforts to identify areas where children are forced to beg and are subject to labour exploitation in the streets. Ecuador is executing a national plan for eradication of child begging which leads to sexual and labour exploitation, and they are working together with the affected children.
(iii) Conclusions and/or recommendations

During the interactive dialogue, different countries have presented recommendations as follows:
· Apply and provide follow-up to plans to eradicate child labour (Italy). 
· Tunisia
On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of Rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Tunisia: Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mauritius and China. The delegation of Tunisia was headed by H.E. Mr Béchir Tekkari, Minister of Justice and Human Rights.
(i) Summary of the State under Review – 
· In 2008, Tunisia submitted eight reports to United Nations bodies, including the third periodic report on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the initial report on the implementation of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, concerning the involvement of children in armed conflicts.

· Tunisia also withdrew its reservations annexed to the law concerning ratification of CRC, given the evolution of Tunisian legislation and the enactment of new laws promoting the rights of the child. 

· The Minister also highlighted progress made in the field of education of girls, in particular in primary and secondary school.
· With regard to its compliance with the CRC, the Minister noted that Tunisia seeks to ensure that every child fully enjoys life. He highlighted in that regard that the Committee on the Rights of the Child noted with appreciation the progress made toward the promotion and protection of the rights of the child. He further recalled that girls and boys are now allowed to marry at the same age (18) and that Tunisia is considering lifting its reservation to CRC.
· With regard to a question raised by Italy, the Minister recalled Tunisia’s intention to withdraw its reservations to CRC. As concerns violence against children, the Minister recalled that it exists in all societies as it exists in Tunisia. He indicated that there is a mechanism within the Ministry of Women and Children and that an annual report is currently being drafted in cooperation with civil society which is expected to be presented to the Parliament. In addition to that report, judges and child judges are in a position to take all necessary provisions to protect women and children and to ensure that appropriate follow-up is carried out.
(ii) Interactive Dialogue and responses by the State under Review
· Bangladesh noted that Tunisia had made remarkable progress in maintaining a high standard for education at all level.
· Sudan asked the Working Group to praise the political steps taken by Tunisia on a voluntary and definitive basis, including its consideration of withdrawing its reservation to the CRC.
· Nigeria commended Tunisia on its commitment to the promotion and protection of human rights and the progress it has made in advancing the rights of children.

· Egypt noted the progress achieved and thanked the delegation for its hard work. It highlighted Tunisia’s efforts in women’s rights and children’s rights and sought more details on promoting human rights in these areas in order to encourage a social renaissance, and noted significant progress with regard to education free of charge and was interested in education opportunities to enhance a human rights culture in Tunisia.
· Ethiopia noted that human freedom is impressive, notably in the area of education, which positively affected the lives of children and women.
· The Holy See requested Tunisia to provide further information on the education in school and society to mutual respect and understanding.
· With regard to the rights of the child, the delegation of Tunisia indicated that the Child Protection Code contains relevant provisions in that respect and to assist the family.
(iii) Conclusions and/or recommendations

There were no recommendations made relating to children’s rights.
· Morocco
On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Morocco: Romania, Madagascar and France. The delegation of Morocco was headed by H.E. Mr Abdelwahad Radi, Minister of Justice.
(i) Summary of the State under Review – 

· With regard to accession to international human rights treaties, Morocco noted the withdrawal of its reservations to article 20 of CAT and 14 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC).

· Morocco paid special attention to the rights of persons with disabilities, as well as to children, including by establishing the Parliament of Child (Parlement de l’enfant) and the adoption of a national plan of action.
(ii) Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under Review 

· Noting that the majority of the Moroccan population are children, Palestine reminded that Morocco was a party to all relevant conventions including the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
· With reference to the National Plan on Childhood for the period 2006-2015, Kuwait requested further information on the objectives of this programme.
· In response to Kuwait’s question on the situation of children, Morocco shared its hope to improve the situation of children for their full enjoyment of rights to access to education and protection. Morocco has made budgetary allocations to protect children under the National Plan of Action given the importance Morocco placed on human development. In conformity with its international obligations, it has amended its legislation on child labour and developed programmes to ensure that children do not stay on the street. A reference plan was also elaborated that would lead to a national strategy to ensure equality between girls and boys.
· Morocco believes that working through schools will help shape the society of the future. Thus, Morocco has optimised this platform with the participation of all stakeholders.
· Oman asked for further information on the initiative with Switzerland related to human rights education, and on local actions taken in this respect.
· Mali was in particular attentive to the rights of the child and found the reply to its questions on the content of the plan “Morocco Worthy of its Children”, satisfactory.
· Bahrain, noting Morocco’s adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, asked about the steps Morocco has taken to adapt its national legislation to the Convention.
· The United Arab Emirates noted that Morocco attaches importance to international treaty mechanisms and cooperation with treaty bodies. It thanked Morocco for its efforts to improve the circumstances and provide a better standard of living for women and children.
· In response to various questions, Morocco provided the following answers. As for human rights education, human rights are now part of schools’ curricula. In this respect, Morocco recalled its initiative in collaboration with Switzerland, which led to the adoption of the Human Rights Council resolution on human rights education.
· According to the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, promotion and protection of human rights are cornerstones in Morocco. The Constitution protects various rights, including the right to education. It noted that the CCDH is a real accomplishment and that gender equality is a primary concern for the country as well as the issues of illiteracy and disability.
· Switzerland underscored the efforts of Morocco to harmonise its legislation with international norms. It referred to the joint programme with Morocco on human rights education.
· Morocco referred to amendments to its national legislation to comply with international human rights instruments with regard to the rights of the child.
(iii) Conclusions and/or recommendations

There were no recommendations made relating to children’s rights.

· Indonesia
On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Indonesia: Jordan, Canada and Djibouti. The delegation of Indonesia was headed by H.E. Rezlan Ishar Jenie, Director General of Multilateral Affairs, Department of Foreign Affairs.
(i) Summary of the State under Review
· In the area of criminal policy, the Criminal Code Bill raises the minimum age for criminal responsibility from 8 to 12 years and seeks to reduce the imprisonment for minors by applying non-custodial penalties.
(ii) Interactive Dialogue with the State under Review
· The Philippines welcomed the special attention given in the report to the problems faced by children and women and encouraged Indonesia to continue addressing these.  

· Pakistan also noted that Indonesia has concentrated maximum energy in the area of the protection of child rights.
· Saudi Arabia referred to the setting up of centres to protect women and children in the provinces, and the revision of law No. 3/1997 on children’s courts and the cooperation with UNICEF.
· Belarus noted substantive measures taken by Indonesia to ensure social and economic rights, national policy priorities including on the rights of the child, favourable family conditions, and broad access to quality education and combating poverty, and welcomed activities aimed at protecting these rights. Belarus noted legislation and measures taken to combat trafficking, which include the establishment of a national task force to address this issue and a programme on trafficking in children. Belarus requested more information on Indonesia’s experience and challenges in combating trafficking.
· Uruguay noted the progress made by Indonesia in the promotion and protection of human rights, as well as the special attention paid to the situation of children, as reflected in the national report. It requested information on the status of the CRC and whether it was envisaged to adopt it as national law. It also requested information on the status of the process for the ratification of the Optional Protocols to the CRC.
· Azerbaijan commended Indonesia on its firm intention to ensure the protection of children and women and referred to legal reform and specific programmes, including measures to combat child labour and violence against children. It requested Indonesia to elaborate more on plans and strategies to combat trafficking, especially of women and children.
· Many delegations had referred to the importance of protecting children and women, while acknowledging progress in this regard. Indonesia believed that in the fight against trafficking, a comprehensive approach is needed, strengthening legislation and enhancing and strengthening the monitoring ability of the community to be alert to this problem. Indonesia has established a task force to combat trafficking and is cooperating with countries of the region and other countries in this regard, and noted that the new law on trafficking is having an effect. They have also mandated the regions to establish centres to provide assistance to victims, and under the auspices of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, has established shelters in various countries.
· Singapore strongly supports the actions taken by Indonesia to safeguard women and children’s rights and to protect them from violence, in particular efforts to combat trafficking in persons. Concrete steps to stop illegal trade in persons at the source are a critical element in dealing with this crime in a comprehensive manner, and Singapore encouraged Indonesia to continue to act in this direction.
· Several positive aspects reflected in the national report which Tunisia highlighted include efforts undertaken with regard to the protection of the rights of children, and measures to address child labour, to ensure the nine-year compulsory education and to combat extreme poverty.
· The Russian Federation drew attention to the campaign to stop violence against children.

· China commended Indonesia on, inter alia, efforts to eradicate child labour and the nine-year compulsory education.
· Germany requested information on what progress has been made with respect to upgrading CRC ratification and the ratification of its two optional protocols. 
· Japan asked whether Indonesia considers it useful to ratify the two optional protocols to CRC. Noting efforts to combat human trafficking, including of women and children, as reflected in the national report, Japan enquired about regional cooperative measures needed to complement and coordinate Indonesia’s efforts in this field.
· Mexico recommended that Indonesia consider withdrawing its reservations to CRC. 
· The Syrian Arab Republic asked what measures Indonesia has undertaken or intends to undertake to ensure the protection of children, particularly regarding provisions on birth certificates.
· Bhutan requested information on Indonesia’s policy regarding the right to basic education.
· In response to questions asked, Indonesia noted that a number of delegations made many valuable suggestions with regard to the protection of women, the protection of children, which they appreciate and will consider seriously as they continue to make progress in these areas. The suggestion for a bilateral dialogue is appreciated and welcomed. 
· The Netherlands also acknowledged that much had been achieved by Indonesia in the area of human rights, noting that as a developing country, Indonesia paid much attention to education and children’s rights.
· Sudan welcomed steps to consolidate the rule of law, measures taken to combat extreme poverty and to protect vulnerable groups, especially children, the withdrawal of reservations to CRC, and measures taken to suppress child trafficking.
· Morocco enquired about planned courts for children.

· Turkey noted that the elimination of violence against children and women is a key national priority and requested additional information about Indonesia’s planned accession to the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons to the United Nations Convention on Transnational Organised Crime and the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families.
· Sri Lanka expressed understanding for challenges and constraints in promoting and protecting human rights. It welcomed that the national report identified the rights of the child as a key national priority, with special attention to eradicating child labour, and Indonesia’s constructive efforts to address this issue, including through compulsory education policies. Such policies have worked very well in Sri Lanka, as demonstrated by a decline in child labour. It asked Indonesia to (i) elaborate on specific steps taken to abolish child labour and progress achieved therein (ii) indicate whether it expects any assistance from the international community with respect to the limited capacity of the commission on child protection.
· Slovenia noted that Indonesia included in its National Action Plan on Human Rights (2004-2009) the intention to upgrade the ratification of CRC and to ratify the two Optional Protocols, on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography and on the involvement of children in armed conflict, and asked the delegation to provide information on the progress made in this respect. It recommended that the Government of Indonesia promptly proceed to the upgrading of the CRC ratification and to the ratification of the two Optional Protocols.
· The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea noted the series of measures taken by the government for the improvement of child rights, including for the prevention of violence against children, the attainment of nine-year compulsory education for all and the fight against extreme poverty.
· On the right to education, Sweden indicated that the Constitution stipulates every child’s right to education, and that official enrolment rates have been around 90 per cent in recent years, but UNICEF has indicated that around 50 per cent do not finish school. In this regard, it asked about measures Indonesia is taking to ensure that all children fully enjoy right to education.
· With regard to the ratification of the Optional Protocols to the Convention against Torture and CRC, the delegation noted that these ratifications are already stipulated in 2008 and 2009 by the national plan.
· Indonesia reiterated that it has undertaken measures in recent years to protect vulnerable groups from trafficking, eradicate child labour and promote a compulsory nine-year education program. Education and employment creation combined are the most effective means to combat poverty, improve the standard of living and advance, to a greater extent, civil and political rights.
(iii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations
In the course of the discussion, the following conclusions were made, with the agreement of the State under review:
· Efforts and specific measures taken to combat trafficking in persons, especially women and children, were commended. Indonesia underlines the importance of regional cooperation in this field.
· The removal of all reservations to the Convention on the Rights of the Child was welcomed, as was the incorporation of the Convention into national legislation.
· Indonesia, in line with its National Plan of Action, is encouraged to follow through on its intention to accede to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on involvement of children in armed conflict, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of Children, child prostitution and child pornography.

· It was recommended that additional capacity-building measures be taken in support of programmes and projects on women and children.
· Finland
On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Finland: Azerbaijan, Bolivia, and Republic of Korea. The delegation of Finland was headed by H.E. Ms. Teija Tiilikainen, Secretary of State.
(i) Summary of the State under Review – 

· Family violence against children and sexual abuse of children and young persons seriously violate child rights. The purpose of the Child Welfare Act that took effect at the beginning of 2008 is to ensure that the rights and interests of the child are taken into account in child welfare measures, and to guarantee the child and his/her parents the supportive measures and services they need. The purpose is also to promote child-specific and family-specific child welfare measures. The fact that cases of family violence against children are pending in courts reflects a change in the atmosphere in Finnish society.
(ii) Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under Review 

· The Russian Federation expressed concern at the considerable amount of information on violence against children, including sexual violence within the family. It was recommended that the compilation of information should continue with regard to violence against children within the family in order to come up with appropriate methods to counter this phenomenon.
· Following the dialogue, the representative of Finland indicated that With respect to the problem of violence against children and women, Finland stated that it is an urgent concern and that it has tried to be really self-critical and use holistic approaches to address this issue, including through action programmes.
· The Head of Delegation agreed about the importance of raising people’s awareness of their human rights and that more efforts are required to better incorporate human rights in children’s education in Finland and enhance the general awareness of groups in society, women and children, of their own rights.
· Pakistan was also encouraged by the honest acknowledgement of problems faced such as discrimination against vulnerable groups including children. While acknowledging the transparent and democratic approach of Finland in dealing with these issues, it requested information on how Finland intends to deal with these issues in a comprehensive manner in accordance with existing human rights standards.
· China wished to know if as Finland is intensifying its human rights education and makes it reach larger parts of the population, would Finland consider integrating issues such as the resolution of the existing human rights problems, like racism and intolerance, into Finnish human rights education programmes.
· Japan commended the efforts of the Government of Finland in the field of human rights, through developing and implementing various Government programmes and policies, especially in the areas such as human trafficking, protection of children and youth, assistance to disabled persons, issues of migration, etc. Japan also paid respect to the high quality of basic education in Finland which enjoys international reputation. Japan also indicated that it believed that in order to enhance the quality of education, one of the keys was to guarantee high-quality teaching. It asked Finland what the major policy pillars of the Government were in this regard, especially in recruiting and training high-quality teachers for basic education.
· Following the dialogue, the representative of Finland, in her responses, explained that its education of teachers is one of the key reasons behind the good Finnish performance and wished to stress the human rights dimension of the Finnish education system. 
(iii) Conclusions and/or recommendations
Finland considered the recommendations made during the interactive dialogue and listed below, and agrees to follow up on them:
· To continue to take effective measures to prevent violence against women (Mexico, Russian Federation) and to compile information on the violence against children within the family (Russian Federation).
· United Kingdom
On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of the United Kingdom: Egypt, the Russian Federation and Bangladesh. The delegation of the United Kingdom was headed by H.E. Michael Wills, Minister of State for Justice.
(i) Summary of the State under Review – 

· Referring to questions from Denmark, Finland, France, Italy and Sweden about the United Kingdom’s policies with regard to children’s rights, the United Kingdom believed that no child should be subjected to violence or abuse, and noted that the law had been tightened in a number of areas to give greater protection to children, notably the criminal law. The criminal law had been amended so that parents who cause physical injury to their children could be prosecuted, and could no longer use the “reasonable punishment” defence for assaults occasioning cruelty, actual or grievous bodily harm. The United Kingdom will invest over £118 million in family support in England in 2008-2009 and it is funding an ongoing four-year strategy to help raise standards of child protection in the United Kingdom Overseas Territories in line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). Regarding its child poverty strategy, the United Kingdom’s target is halving child poverty by 2010 and eradicating it by 2020, and it would invest £125 million in related pilot schemes over the next three years. It remained firmly committed to the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict to the CRC. The Government recognised the importance of providing special treatment for young people under the age of 18 serving in the armed forces, and the United Kingdom has robust and effective safeguards in place to ensure that under 18 year olds in the armed forces are cared for properly and are not placed unnecessarily at risk.
· Since the signing of the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (OP-SC) to the CRC the law has been strengthened and a range of practical measures have been developed to assist enforcement. The United Kingdom is currently assessing how far its domestic legislation is compliant with the Optional Protocol, prior to its ratification. The United Kingdom’s reservation to article 37 (c) of the CRC - about separation of children from adults in custodial establishments - was currently under review. In the view of the United Kingdom, custodial establishments in England and Wales meet the requirements of the article. The Scottish Executive is also considering changes to ensure that policy, legislation and practice meet the requirements of article 37 (c) of the CRC. The Northern Ireland Government is currently legislating to end the practice of accommodating 17-year-old girls with adult female prisoners. The Minister noted that the United Kingdom is currently reviewing the need for the reservation relating to the application of its immigration laws in the light of recent developments in policy and practice on safeguarding children, and in view of the intention to ratify the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings later this year.

(ii) Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under Review 

· Belgium also referred to the 1998 Human Rights Act and, as noted in the State report, that this piece of legislation has been the subject of hostility among the media in the United Kingdom. Belgium noted with interest various measures for public education on human rights, and asked about the functions and successes of the newly created mechanism of human rights press officers.
· Russia recommended that the United Kingdom consider removal of its reservations to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict;
· Slovenia noted the issue of detention of children with their families, without charge or trial and for unlimited time and without automatic supervision of the court. In this regard, Slovenia asked how the United Kingdom ensures that children in asylum-seeking families are only detained as a matter of last resort and for the shortest possible time, in line with article 37(b) of the CRC. Slovenia also noted that the United Kingdom has not yet fully outlawed the physical punishment of children and asked if it intended to provide all children with equal protection from violence under the law, and if so, by when.
· In response to the question from Slovenia regarding detention of children, the United Kingdom stated that unaccompanied children are not normally detained. The only two exceptions are if the child is part of a family group and detention is deemed necessary, or wholly exceptionally for the protection of an isolated child, and then normally only over one night, until alternative facilities are found. It reminded the meeting that all detainees can challenge the lawfulness of their detention, including through judicial review and habeas corpus. Regarding questions on the punishment of children, the United Kingdom keeps a careful eye on this issue, noting that it sees no evidence that the law is not working to protect children, that there should be reasonable scope for parents to discipline, and that as surveys show that smacking has already declined it sees no current need to amend the law.
· Japan noted the reference in a report that an NGO suggested that the United Kingdom ratify the Optional Protocol to the CRC on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, and asked what concerns United Kingdom had for not doing so.
· France noted the issue of corporal punishment, and recommended that the United Kingdom consider going beyond current legislation and ban this also in private sector and in its Overseas Territories. With regard to reducing poverty among children in half by 2010, France recommended and encouraged further information on such steps.
· The Islamic Republic of Iran noted the concerns expressed by various human rights mechanisms about a series of human rights violations in the United Kingdom, including sexual violence against children within families, schools and detention centres. The Islamic Republic of Iran asked about the concrete measures taken by the United Kingdom to address the said deteriorating human rights situation.
· In response to questions from Ghana and Peru about mainstreaming a human rights culture, the United Kingdom informed the meeting of significant improvements in how public services are delivered. The Ministry of Justice had prepared a human rights teaching resource for children ages 11 to 15, to be released later this year, as well as an e-learning package on human rights. Consultations are intended on a new bill on rights and responsibilities, the fundamental goal of which is to build on the existing Human Rights Act.
· Morocco is implementing a national plan of action in the field of human rights education, and expressed interest in the programmes in the United Kingdom and the materials designed for 10-14-year-olds.
· Sweden expressed concern about the continued legality of corporal punishment contrary to the recommendation made by the Committee on the Rights of the Child on the issue and recommended to the United Kingdom to reconsider its position in this regard.
· Azerbaijan referred to the concern expressed by CERD, the Human Rights Committee, the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Committee on the Rights of the Child regarding the degree of incorporation of the treaties into the domestic legal order and asked what measures are taken by the Government to better guarantee the rights in those treaties, given the specificities of the dualist legal system of the United Kingdom.
· Algeria referred to paragraph 23 of the summary report stating that the United Kingdom is the biggest child incarcerator in its region and privacy of the child is not observed, and recommended that it address the high incarceration rate of children to ensure that the privacy of children is protected and to put an end to the so-called “painful techniques” applied to children.
· Algeria referred to paragraph 34 of the summary report stating that many asylum-seekers do not receive asylum support, that the United Kingdom Borders Act of 2007 failed to address this problem and that the children of refugees and asylum-seekers do not enjoy the protection called for by CRC.
· Italy requested further information on programmes to enhance human rights education in schools, especially in primary and secondary schools, and on the production of new educational materials. Finally, on the issue of the rights of the child, Italy recommended that the United Kingdom consider further measures to address the problem of violence against children, including corporal punishment.
· Romania asked whether the United Kingdom could elaborate on the impact, at the national level, of the 2001 National Plan for safeguarding children from commercial sexual exploitation and on the intentions of the Government regarding the ratification of the Optional Protocol to CRC on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography.
· While welcoming the ratification of CRC in 1991, Indonesia noted that only one of the two Optional Protocols - on the involvement of children in armed conflict - has been ratified. It further noted with regret that two reservations to CRC remain and recommended that the United Kingdom withdraw its reservations.
· Brazil noted that the Committee on the Rights of the Child urged the United Kingdom to tackle inequalities prevailing for children in custody, who do not have the statutory right to education, and asked whether the United Kingdom could elaborate on this and on the legal age of children in custody. Brazil requested the United Kingdom to provide information on the strategy followed to address inequalities in the right to education of children from ethnic minorities.
· The United Kingdom responded to questions. Commencing the age of criminal responsibility at 10 years helps children because at that age they can generally tell the difference between bad behaviour and serious wrongdoing. In all cases, interventions are designed to be rehabilitative, not punitive. Switzerland was thanked for its appreciation of the United Kingdom’s human rights training package and the United Kingdom would be delighted to share its resources with international partners.
(iii) Conclusions and/or recommendations

In the course of the discussion, the following recommendations were made to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland:
· To address the high incarceration rate of children, ensure that the privacy of children is protected and put an end to the so-called “painful techniques” applied to children. (Algeria)
· To consider further measures in order to address the problem of violence against children, including corporal punishment. (Italy)
· To reconsider its position about the continued legality of corporal punishment against children. (Sweden)
· To consider going beyond current legislation and to ban corporal punishment, also in the private sector and in its Overseas Territories. (France)
· To provide further information with regard to efforts to reduce poverty among children in half by 2010. (France)
· To protect the children and families of migrants and refugees (Algeria, Ecuador) and to accede to the International Convention on Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families. (Algeria, Ecuador and Egypt)
· To withdraw its reservation to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, concerning the provision that detained children be separated from adults while in detention, as well as the reservation concerning refugee and asylum-seeking children. (Indonesia)

· To consider removal of its reservations to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict. (Russian Federation)
· India
On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of India: Ghana, Indonesia and the Netherlands. The delegation of India was headed by H.E. Mr Swashpawan Singh, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of India to the United Nations Office at Geneva.
(i) Summary of the State under Review – 

· India noted that it is conscious of the need to empower the disadvantaged. Education has been a priority programme. This was an essential building block for development. Elementary education has been declared to be a fundamental right. For the last seven years, India has implemented a novel and comprehensive educational programme known as Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (Education for All). The goal was to achieve 100 per cent coverage in primary schools. India has implemented a Mid-day Meal Scheme which feeds more than 120 million children every day.
· Special measures to improve the educational status of women include a pronounced gender focus in the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan -universalisation of elementary education.
· India was implementing the world’s largest child care programme - the Integrated Child

· Development Services, where supplementary nutrition is provided to over 78 million women and children and preschool education to 32 million children, as well as support and rehabilitation to those children. The Commission for Protection of Child Rights was set up in March 2007 to ensure effective implementation of child rights. The Government has adopted a multi-pronged sequential approach to eliminate the problem of child labour. The Action Plan of the National Policy on Child Labour 1987 included strict enforcement of the Child Labour Act 1986 and the prohibiting of employment of children in hazardous occupations and as domestic help. The National Child Labour Project (NCLP) Scheme was in operation in 250 high child labour endemic districts in the country and the spread is proposed to be increased in the coming years. Other initiatives include extensive awareness and sensitisation programs of various stakeholders’ strict enforcement measures. An important measure taken very recently was the collaboration with corporate houses to clean supply chains for eliminating child labour. A beginning has been made with the garment industry for an action plan to enable eliminating child labour and at the same time provide gainful employment to their families.
(ii) Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under Review 

· Ghana commended India for the laudable measures taken to ensure a country-wide balance in the enjoyment of human rights of its large population, including the implementation of the National Child Labour Project, the adoption of the National Charter for Children and a National Plan of Action for the Girl Child.
· Brazil noted the challenges facing and achievements of India. It asked several questions regarding the evaluation of the strategy to end child labour. Additionally, Brazil proposed that India consider signing and ratifying ILO Conventions No. 138 concerning Minimum Age for Admission to Employment and No. 182 concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour.
· The Russian Federation was impressed by the efforts of the Government to improve the human rights situation, including to eliminate discrimination and poverty, and to protect the rights of women and children.
· Malaysia congratulated India on putting in place an institutional, legislative and administrative framework aimed at improving the human rights situation of its people. It also noted the establishment of various institutions/national commissions which act as “watch dogs”, dealing with issues such as women rights, minorities, scheduled castes and tribes, backward classes and children rights. Additional information was requested on the implementation of their recommendations.
· China noted that India has already taken many positive measures to guarantee the rights of women and children.
· Considering the prohibition of child labour, the Netherlands recommended that India review its reservation to article 32 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and ratify ILO Conventions No. 138 and 182.
· Germany asked India to provide complementary information on what concrete steps were being taken to implement national laws abolishing child labour.
· The United States of America expressed its satisfaction to see a nation as diverse as India engaged in the UPR process. It asked for further details on the implementation of child labour laws.
· Italy asked for additional information on (a) human rights education relating to traditional practices and customs and scheduled castes and tribes and (b) the National Child Labour Project.
· Azerbaijan asked India to elaborate on school attendance of children in rural regions.
· Nepal commended India for its effective implementation of various policies, plans and programmes to promote equality and justice as well as its affirmative action programmes to promote and protect of the rights of women and children.
· Slovenia thanked India for the comprehensive national report and asked questions on steps being taken to address the lack of national laws prohibiting corporal punishment in schools, alternative care settings and the home.
· In view of a 2004 recommendation of the Committee on the Rights of the Child addressing the limited facilities and services existing in India for children with disabilities as well as the limited number of trained teachers working with disabled children, Israel asked how India envisaged using the Convention to implement this particular recommendation.
· Qatar mentioned other examples of India’s commitment to human rights, including the adoption of a National Plan for human rights education especially in schools, colleges and universities.
· With regard to human rights education, India stated that a novel programme in the form of the national legal literacy program, started in 2005, works to increase awareness of legal rights and make the people aware of their legal rights and that they have access to courts, particularly for people in rural areas.
(iii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations

In the course of the interactive dialogue the following recommendations were made:
· Consider signature and ratification of ILO Conventions No. 138 and 182 (Brazil, Netherlands, Sweden);
· Review the reservation to article 32 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (the Netherlands);
· Take into account recommendations made by treaty bodies and special procedures, especially those relating to women and children, in developing a national action plan for human rights which is under preparation (Mexico);
· Strengthen human rights education, specifically in order to address effectively the phenomenon of gender-based and caste-based discrimination (Italy);
· Brazil
On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Brazil: Gabon, Saudi Arabia, and Switzerland. The delegation of Brazil was headed by H.E. Mr Rogério Sottili, Executive Secretary, Special Secretariat of the Presidency of the Republic on Human Rights.
(i) Summary of the State under Review – 

· Brazil noted that the country continues to face violence and many forms of exploitation, including forced labour and sexual exploitation, including of children and adolescents. Within the framework of the Statute on Children and Adolescents (Estatuto da Crianca e do Adolescente), action plans to overcome these issues have already been put in place as children and adolescents are amongst the Government’s priority goals. 
· Brazil will also host the Third World Conference on Combating Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents with an anticipated participation of 130 countries, as well as the 2008 preparatory regional conference for the 2009 Durban Review Conference.
· A special secretariat has been created to promote access to education, health, labour and land for all ethnic and racial groups.
· The Brazilian delegation stated that children and adolescents are amongst the Government’s priority goals. In this regard, Brazil will hold the Third World Conference on Combating Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents.
(ii) Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under Review 

· Slovenia enquired about the actions undertaken by the Government to reduce the alleged number of adolescents deprived of liberty, as it has grown by 325 per cent between 1996 and 2006, and this is a very worrying signal. 
· Malaysia enquired about Brazil’s achievements in education, specifically with regard to guaranteeing education for the segments of the population living in remote areas.
· Regarding the right to education and Brazil’s Education Development Plan within the framework of development strategies aimed at reducing inequalities among vulnerable groups, Ghana asked whether the Plan or other strategies included programmes to address youth violence.
· France noted the considerable progress made regarding children’s rights, despite the remaining difficulties in large cities and the poorest states. However, France stressed the parliamentary proposals of constitutional amendment to lower the age of criminal responsibility. Referring to Brazil’s national report, France noted the action undertaken by the Government to combat the social pressure that calls for such reform. In this regard, France wished to know where the discussions will lead to.
· Norway mentioned as example of best practices the Government’s efforts to combat child labour. 
· Brazil concurred with Slovenia, Azerbaijan and Colombia that violence against women and children is still taking place. However, two national plans have been designed in collaboration with civil society to reduce inequality and to mainstream gender issues in public policies. It is also modifying its legislation with regard to family violence and violence against women. Brazil noted that it is taking comprehensive actions in conjunction with state governments and municipalities to establish indicators whenever family violence occurs. This new initiative covers four areas including sexual exploitation and reproductive rights.
· The United States asked about measures Brazil has taken to address allegations of torture in the juvenile and adult penal systems, and to improve prison conditions.
· While acknowledging Brazil’s significant progress in the area of education, food, health and combating extreme poverty, Senegal stressed the need for Brazil to continue to provide the same opportunities to its citizens of African descent as those provided to its other citizens to fully integrate them within Brazilian society.
· Regarding women’s rights and violence against women, Chile mentioned Brazil’s challenge of promoting a cultural change of the professionals that apply the 2006 Maria da Penha Law and asked Brazil to provide more information on this topic.
· Chile agreed with Brazil that the right to education is a fundamental element in combating poverty, noted Brazil’s high attendance rate for children between 7 and 14 years old, and enquired about the measures taken to ensure that children do not drop out of school.
· The United Kingdom noted with concern human rights abuses associated with the criminal justice system, particularly within the juvenile justice system, as well as reported violence and extrajudicial killings committed by state military police. 
· Guatemala was impressed by the school attendance rate of 97.4 per cent for children between 7 and 14 years old, and identified this high rate as an example of good practice. Guatemala enquired about the measures that were taken resulting in such a success, as well as any difficulty encountered.
· Germany asked about the measures envisaged by the Government to rapidly improve the living conditions in re-educational facilities for young people.
· Ecuador requested that Brazil indicate its main challenges with regard to the President Friend of the Child and Teenager Plan and how to address the issue of street children. It also asked whether Brazil considered bilingual teaching in its education plans as a method to fight against poverty and consolidate cultural diversity.
· Palestine praised the success of Brazil in terms of promoting education and its valuable experience in that domain, and enquired about sharing its practices with other countries.
· Indonesia congratulated Brazil on its human rights legislation and requested further clarifications on several areas where instances of abuse had been reported, namely with regard to children and women’s rights. Beginning with the rights of the child, Indonesia referred to the issue of juvenile detention and enquired about the most recent policies developed in that field.
· Japan asked whether statistical figures illustrate how much fairness has been achieved in educational institutions. 
· Japan praised Brazil’s actions to fight sexual exploitation of children and adolescents and welcomed the Third Conference on this issue to be hosted by Brazil. Japan wished to know how acutely the Government views the relation between this initiative and its efforts.
· Bangladesh asked Brazil about its view on the recommendation of the Committee on the Rights of the Child to request technical assistance in the area of juvenile justice and police training as well as for the establishment of an independent and effective human rights institution.
· In response to Morocco, South Africa and Jordan, Brazil noted that regarding education and extreme poverty, strategies are focused on setting up social programmes and improvement in agrarian reform and work on infrastructure that would lead to the creation of jobs and improve education. Brazil noted that it is centralizing efforts to reduce extreme poverty and to eliminate inequalities. Challenges regarding quality have been noted. Reference was made to the Family Allowance programme which reaches a number of children and aims to increase school attendance.
· Regarding education, the State has prioritised the history of Africa and of the indigenous peoples with the aim of promoting the education on how Brazil was formed. As regards children of indigenous peoples, it was noted that Brazil is seeking to increase school attendance in higher education. There are currently 38 public universities in 22 states. Affirmative action in entrance is being adopted, including by providing scholarships.
(iii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations
· While continuing its positive initiatives, invest more rigour in evaluating the outcomes of planned activities in many of these areas: prisons conditions, criminal justice system, juvenile justice system, violence and extrajudicial killings committed by state military police, torture, protection of human rights defenders, violence against women, indigenous communities, rural violence and land conflict, child and slave labour, impunity for those involved with human trafficking and corruption (United Kingdom);
· Philippines
On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of the Philippines: Malaysia, Mali and Germany. The delegation of the Philippines was headed by H.E. Eduardo R. Ermita, Executive Secretary (Minister) and Chairman of the Presidential Human Rights Committee of the Philippines.
(i) Summary of the State under Review – 

· The Government’s human rights advocacy and programmes remain responsive to the demands of vulnerable sectors. The Philippines pursues a 25-year National Strategic Framework for Plan Development for Children, from 2000 to 2025, to build a child-sensitive and child-friendly society. Local Councils for the Protection of Children (LCPCs) have been established to coordinate and monitor the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). Children in conflict with the law are protected under the Juvenile Justice and Welfare Act of 2006. The Philippines has also achieved respectable improvements in lowering child mortality.
· Concerning minors in detention, the Juvenile and Justice Act and the Welfare Act of 2006 prohibit inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment of children, and also prohibit the detention of children under 15. In August 2005, all children in conflict with the law were transferred from the capital to “centres for restoration activities”. Furthermore, regular visits are conducted in all these facilities by the Council for the Welfare of Children. Education activities are also offered in them, including special education and development of technical skills. The challenge now is the establishment of more facilities at the local level. Following the recommendations of the United Nations Study on Violence against Children, the Philippines has launched a national programme of action on violence against children, and a Group on Violence against Children will monitor the activities of this programme. The Philippines has also enacted several laws to protect children, including against child labour.
(ii) Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under Review 

· New Zealand recommended that the Philippines continue to develop a gender-responsive approach to issues of violence against women and continue to build a supportive environment for women and children within the judicial system, which should take into account the special needs for rehabilitation and post-conflict care of women and children in vulnerable situations and conflict areas.
· China congratulated the Government for improving the health of its population and appreciated the efforts made by the Philippines to guarantee the rights of women and children. It asked the Philippines to elaborate further on the challenges faced in addressing the issue of trafficking of women and children.
· The Holy See recommended the complete elimination of torture and extrajudicial killings, and the protection of children in the womb, notwithstanding undue pressure from certain groups.
· Italy recommended that the Philippines address legislative gaps in the field of children’s rights in order to fully comply with the 2005 recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. It requested further details on steps taken to integrate human rights education into the school system.
· France asked what measures are taken to prevent recruitment and to assist the rehabilitation of children in armed movements and about the results of the programmes since 2001 to assist the integration of these children. Finally, France asked if the Government planned to increase the resources of the Commission on Human Rights, as emphasised by the Committee on the Rights of the Child.
· Answering to some of the questions, the Philippines informed that there are several bills related to the rights of the child in accordance with the observation of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.
· On illegal child recruitment by insurgent groups taking place in the Philippines, the United Kingdom asked the Government to consider whether the international community can assist in addressing this issue.
· Azerbaijan welcomed the efforts made by the Government to eradicate poverty, in particular the anti-poverty strategy and the progress achieved in ensuring the rights of vulnerable groups, including women, children and disabled persons. Azerbaijan asked how the Philippines planned to strengthen the CHRP, and requested it to elaborate on the national plans and strategies in combating trafficking in persons, especially women and children.
· The Islamic Republic of Iran asked the delegation to elaborate on best practices to combat human trafficking and on ways to protect women and children from trafficking.
· On human right education, the Philippines created a national human right education plan as part of the observance of its obligations related to the Human Rights Education Decade.
(iii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations
In the course of the discussion, the following recommendations were made to the Philippines:
· To continue to develop a gender-responsive approach to issues of violence against women and continue to build supportive environment for women and children within the judicial system; this environment should take into account the special needs for rehabilitation and post-conflict care of women and children in vulnerable situations and conflict areas (New Zealand);
· To protect children in the womb, notwithstanding undue pressure from certain groups (Holy See);
· To address legislative gaps in the field of children rights in order to fully comply with the 2005 recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child (Italy);
· That national legislation and customs and traditional practices should be harmonised with the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (Mexico).
During the first session of the Working Group, on 11 April 2008, the Philippines, taking into consideration the recommendations listed above, announced the following voluntary commitments:

(a) To continue to develop a gender-responsive approach to issues on women and children, including in the judicial system and on violence against women and children

(b) To continue to develop domestic legislation for further protection of the rights of the child.

· Algeria
On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Algeria: Uruguay, Philippines, and Senegal. The delegation of Algeria was headed by H.E. Mourad Medelci, Minister for Foreign Affairs.
(i) Summary of the State under Review – 

· The new Nationality Code rendered null and void the reservation expressed by Algeria on article 9 (2) of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), thus making possible for Algerian women to transmit their nationality to their children.
· The Minister also noted that the steady improvements in child and maternal health, should allow Algeria to meet the relevant Millennium Development Goals by 2015.
· The Minister informed the Working Group that the Constitution, since 2002, gave Amazigh the status of a national language and more than 100,000 pupils have so far learnt Amazigh in State schools. A specific programme of training of teachers has been set up to continue the teaching of Amazigh.
(ii) Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under Review 

· China noted that Algeria, since its independence, has been committed to social development, social fairness and justice, and has been engaged in achieving progress in the area of economic and social rights, for instance with regard to the right to education - with 97 per cent enrolment in basic education - and fulfilling MDG 2.
· Italy recognised the positive steps with regard to the rights of the child but noted that corporal punishment remains widely accepted in society as a form of discipline. Italy thus recommended that Algeria take further measures to address violence against children, including corporal punishment.
· In reply to the first set of interventions, another member of the delegation underlined that corporal punishment was formally prohibited in the school environment and that all educational partners, and child health workers, must declare all cases of violence against children.
· The Republic of Korea welcomed the reform of the family laws concerning equal treatment of men and women, as well as efforts to elevate the status of children within the juvenile justice system. It also noted achievements with regard to the right to education, such as the high level of school enrolment, which has reached 97 per cent according to UNICEF, and the guarantee of compulsory and free education for all children between ages 6 and 16.
· With regard to the establishment of a National Children Commission in 2004, Malaysia requested information on how this Commission functions in receiving, examining and processing complaints from children, different from that of the juvenile court.
· Belarus noted the serious work done to guarantee economic and social rights, highlighting the access to free education and medical care.

· The Syrian Arab Republic noted Algeria’s efforts in promoting the rights to education, food, labour, the rights of children, women, as well as the right to development. It enquired about measures to promote the rights of women and encouraged to continue its efforts to ensure the right to education.
· Belgium welcomed Algeria’s initiatives in regard to the protection of rights of children.
· Slovenia asked the following questions which could lead to recommendations: what steps Algeria was taking to establish a legal framework to prevent and protect children from being trafficked for sexual and other exploitation, and to define ‘trafficking’ as a special criminal offence under domestic law;
· Indonesia welcomed provisions in the Constitution on compulsory education for all between the ages of 6 and 16 years.
(iii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations
The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue have been examined by Algeria and the recommendations listed below enjoy the support of Algeria:
· That Algeria take appropriate measures to address violence against children; (Italy).
· That Algeria pursue its efforts in the area of the right to education (Syrian Arab Republic).
· That Algeria take steps to adopt a legal framework to protect children from trafficking and to define trafficking as a criminal offence under domestic law; (Slovenia).
· Poland

On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of Rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Poland: Brazil, Japan and Angola. The delegation of Poland was headed by H.E. Mr Witold Waszczykowski, Under-Secretary of State at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Poland.
(i) Summary of the State under Review
· With regard to the question of violence against children, Polish authorities undertake a number of long-term measures. In 2006, a nationwide social campaign under the name of “Childhood under Protection” was also launched to sensitise the public. As far as corporal punishment is concerned, the Polish legal system penalises every form of physical or psychological violence against children, including violence inflicted by parents and legal guardians. Acts of such nature are prosecuted ex officio, as the police gathers information, assuming that an offence has been committed. No complaint by the victim is needed. The Family Code article 95.2, provides for the institution of “reprimanding a minor” as a form of carrying out a parental authority. The provision however, cannot be considered as an endorsement of corporal punishment, since the provision has to be construed jointly with the definition of parental authority specified in the Code as actions exclusively for the good of the child. The acts of reprimanding a minor may only be inflicted in cases where the lack of such actions might endanger the health or security of a child and the situation requires an urgent response.
(ii) Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under Review 

· Angola asked what further measures Poland could take to reinforce its fight against discrimination. Referring to the protection of children, Angola requested further information on legislative and administrative measures taken to tackle violence against children. Angola expressed the opinion that Poland should endorse the recommendations made by the Committee on the Rights of the Child and the Human Rights Committee on the adoption of legislative measures to ensure compliance of national legislation with the principles and provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
· Japan raised concerns about persisting racial discrimination cases purported to target Asian and African children in educational institutions.
· Pakistan highlighted some of the important indicators expressing Polish commitments, which include the extensive human rights training and education plan, which not only involve Government officials but also address the issue at grass-roots level by including it in the curricula of primary and secondary schools.
· On the issue of violence against children, the delegation of Poland indicated that in 2005 a law was enacted to fight against violence within family, which also contains provisions addressed to the offenders in order to prevent similar acts of violence from occurring in the future. For the effective implementation and enforcement of the law, it was indicated that in 2006 the National Programme for Fighting against Domestic Violence was adopted, which is assessed annually. Institutional measures have been taken to provide assistance to victims of violence; in particular, 33 specialised centres were created to provide legal, medical, psychological and social assistance, with the aim to prepare victims to resume their normal life. In addition, Poland has also crisis centres, shelters and orientation services and homes for mothers and children at the local level. The delegation also indicated that a follow-up programme for children from birth to the age of 18 is being prepared, the aim of which will be to detect as early as possible any deficiencies in children’s upbringing and education, including cases of violence, in order to prevent an exacerbation of the situation.
· On the issue of criminal responsibility of minors, the delegation indicated that this concept does not exist in the Polish legal system. It indicated that the Polish law only uses educational or reformatory measures with respect to juveniles who seem to be demoralised or to have committed punishable offences. Educational and correctional measures aim at helping parents and avoiding the minor to be demoralised.
· As regards the issue of corporal punishment of children, Sweden noted that there is no unequivocal legal prohibition of corporal punishment of children in Poland. While noting the measures taken by Poland to address the continuing occurrence of violence against children, Sweden asked what measures it is taking to ensure the sufficient legal protection of the freedom of children from physical or mental violence.
· Mexico encouraged Poland to continue its efforts to ensure compliance of its domestic legislation with the CRC, specifically with regard to juvenile justice.
· Norway noted that under Polish law access to therapeutic abortion is granted on certain conditions, including when a women’s health or life is at risk. On this matter, Norway requested further elaboration on what is done to facilitate access to abortion for women who qualify for this under Polish law.
· On the question on abortion raised by Norway, Poland indicated that prenatal testing in Poland is increasing, providing recent data to illustrate genetic assertions. Poland indicated that the cost of the prenatal testing carried out in specialised medical centres is covered by the national health system. In the event of detection of a severe incurable defect or disease, the parents have the right under the law to decide to carry out an abortion. The detection of a foetal defect can also have a significant impact on the management of the pregnancy and birth, and in many cases creates a chance of saving the baby through the planning and performance of intrauterine treatment or surgery immediately after birth. It also indicated that a doctor in Poland may refuse to perform an abortion that meets the requirements of the 1993 law on family planning by invoking the conscientious clause. However, health-care facilities that do not perform abortions due to the above-mentioned reasons are obliged to have an agreement with a subcontractor who is willing to perform the abortion. Recently, and as a result of a case against Poland, new provisions have been introduced that permit an appeal when a doctor refuses to conduct an abortion in circumstances permitted by Polish law.
(iii) Conclusions and/or recommendations
In the course of the discussion, the following recommendations were made to Poland:
· Recommended to Poland to endorse the recommendations made by the Committee on the Rights of the Child and the Human Rights Committee on the adoption of legislative measures to ensure compliance of national legislation with the principles and provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (Angola);
· While noting the measures taken by Poland to address the continuing occurrence of violence against children, recommended that measures be taken by the Government to ensure the sufficient legal protection of the freedom of children from physical or mental violence (Sweden);
· Encouraged Poland to continue its efforts to ensure compliance of its domestic legislation with the Convention on the Rights of the Child, specifically with regard to juvenile justice (Mexico);
· While enquiring about the status of the legislative proposal aimed at “punishing anyone who promotes homosexuality or any other deviance of a sexual nature in education establishment”, recommended to withdraw it if it has not yet been done (Slovenia);
· Netherlands

On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of the Netherlands: Peru, Pakistan, Nigeria. The delegation of the Netherlands was headed by H.E. Ms. Nebahat Albayrak, State Secretary for Justice, Ministry of Justice.
(i) Summary of the State under Review -
· The State Secretary for Justice noted that the appointment of a Minister for Youth and Family, among other measures, shows the importance paid to children’s rights by the Netherlands. In part as a result of the United Nations study on Violence against Children, the Netherlands developed the Action Plan on Child Abuse “Children Safe at Home”, with the objective to reduce the number of cases of child abuse. Activities are aimed at prevention, discovery, stopping and damage control.
· With regard to the United Kingdom’s concern about de facto segregation in the field of education, she confirmed that this is a serious problem and addressing it is one of the priorities of this Government. She noted that the establishment of a centre for mixed schools is one of the measures, but that there are others. In response to the question by Italy regarding human rights education, primary and secondary schools choose their own programmes and educational resources within the framework of the so-called attainment targets and examination requirements set by the Netherlands.
(ii) Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under Review 

· The Holy See expressed its grave concern regarding reports that newborn handicapped infants have their lives ended by medical personnel. It raised the following questions: does the Netherlands recognise that the newborn child has rights under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and that the newborn needs special safeguards and care, including appropriate legal protection, before as well as after birth? The Holy See concluded that the best way to respect the human rights of the child starts with the rejection of any forcible termination of his/her life, and with the recognition that the right to life is inviolable.
· Brazil expressed concerns at policies to combat human trafficking. It recommended considering the ratification of the Optional Protocol to the CRC on the involvement of children in armed conflict.
· The Russian Federation noted with satisfaction information that the Netherlands is working on the ratification of the Optional Protocol to CAT and the Optional Protocol to CRC on the involvement of children in armed conflict and recommended that clear time frames be set in this regard and that the Human Rights Council be informed accordingly. It enquired about reservations with respect to CRC and recommended that the question of their withdrawal be considered.
· The State Secretary for Justice addressed questions regarding the issue of the end-of-life decisions for newborn handicapped infants whose suffering is unbearable. In recent State reports, the Netherlands has reported on developments on this issue, noting that hospital personnel can often face difficult decisions in this regard. Action to end the life of newborn handicapped infants is criminal even if the suffering is unbearable, and is considered homicide in the Netherlands. Nevertheless, extremely complex medical issues are raised when the infant has congenital abnormalities which cannot go away. In 2006, a Committee of Experts to advise on end-of-life decisions was established.
· The State Secretary for Justice stated that the Optional Protocol to CRC on the involvement of children in armed conflict is currently being reviewed by Parliament with a view to ratification.
· The Islamic Republic of Iran expressed concern, inter alia, about discrimination in society, the high incidence of child abuse and the high number of women and girls who are victims of trafficking.

· With reference to the national report noting that people of Dutch origin and migrants still live in separate worlds, Turkey wanted to hear the views of the Government on measures which may be taken to address the issue of de facto school segregation as reported also by the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) and the Committee on the Rights of the Child.
· While welcoming the appointment of a Minister for Youth and Family in 2007, Slovenia expressed concern about the lack of sufficient mental health services for adolescents, the prevalence of drug and alcohol abuse, teenage pregnancies and sexually transmitted infections, and requested more information on programmes and measures to prevent or reduce drug and alcohol abuse.
· Indonesia sought clarification about governmental strategies to alleviate the continued discrimination in the field of education and employment faced by ethnic groups.
· Ghana wanted to know whether the Government was succeeding in its efforts to prevent the portrayal of girls and women as sex objects.
· Bangladesh referred to the concern expressed by CEDAW about the number of women and girls victims of trafficking, and stated that the Government should address the issue of demand in the destination country in order to be successful in the fight against trafficking in persons.
· Regarding questions about ethnic barriers in education, the Netherlands referred to its national report which states that it is keen to ensure that children attending segregated schools come into contact with each other. Since 2006, agreements have been reached at the municipal level and schools have to report on what they are doing to counter segregation. Both local authorities and schools can turn to the Expertise Centre on Multi-ethnic Schools, which was set up in 2006. The Education Inspectorate also ensures that schools are making an adequate contribution. Pilot projects will be launched in 2008 to see what is being done to tackle this problem. Segregation in school is also about segregation in housing, which is one of the major concerns of the moment.
· Mexico recommended that necessary measures be taken regarding discrimination against women refugees, migrants and women from ethnic groups, and to guarantee the integration of all female children.
· Algeria recommended to the Netherlands to undertake an in-depth study on trafficking and exploitation of children, particularly with regard to sexual abuse, child prostitution and child pornography, as a basis for urgent remedial action in this regard.
(iii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations
In the course of the discussion, the following recommendations were made to the Netherlands:
· Ratify as soon as possible the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict (Brazil)
· Consider withdrawal of reservations with respect to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (Russian Federation)
· Undertake an in-depth study on trafficking and exploitation of children, particularly with regard to sexual abuse, child prostitution and child pornography, as a basis for urgent remedial action in this regard (Algeria);
· Work on promoting a society of tolerance through educational measures (Saudi Arabia).
· South Africa

On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of Rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of South Africa: Zambia, Guatemala and Qatar. The delegation of South Africa was headed by H.E. Ms. Glaudine J. Mtshali, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of South Africa in Geneva.
(i) Summary of the State under Review –

· The Government faces the challenge of generating an outcome in terms of the quality of education provided and the acquisition of skills that is commensurate with the significant percentage of the national budget allocated to education. It has introduced new measures over the past few years to improve the quality of educational curricula and teachers’ competencies, and South Africa is deemed to be well prepared to meet Millennium Development Goal 2 by 2015. The Government remains committed to the effective implementation of the multi-stakeholder designed National Strategic Plan (2007-2011) aimed at addressing HIV and AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. A principal focus of the strategic plan is to prevent infection in the first place. It further includes clear targets for the provision of antiretroviral (ARV) drugs, care for vulnerable children, and improving prevention of mother-to-child transmission (PMTCT).
(ii) Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under Review

· Slovenia regretted that corporal punishment remains lawful in the home, and that it is also widely practised in schools despite the prohibition in law. Slovenia recommended to South Africa to commit not only to removing the defence of reasonable chastisement but also to criminalise corporal punishment concomitant with the pledges towards raising awareness and providing the necessary resource to support parents in adopting positive and alternative forms of discipline.
· Angola stated that in spite of all efforts undertaken by South Africa, inequality in access to education still remains in some areas. It recommended to South Africa to continue its efforts to promote and facilitate school attendance, particularly among children from economically disadvantaged families. It noted that South Africa is on track to achieve universal primary education by 2015, though achieving a quality education for all children will be a challenge, and asked how South Africa is addressing this particular issue.
· Cote d’Ivoire noted that South Africa for decades was faced with a situation which allowed the authorities of that time to ignore any human rights. One of the most difficult consequences is that the need for proper education for children was not taken into account, which led to another problem in the country with violence in all its forms. 
· In the field of education, UNICEF has noticed that South Africa is about to reach universal access to primary education for all, and equality between the girl and boy child. The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya asked what measures South Africa is taking to reach a new qualitative mode of education for all children.
· The delegation indicated that South Africa is on track to achieve Millennium Development Goal 2 by 2015. The Constitution guarantees that everyone has the right to basic education, including adult basic education and further education, which the State, through reasonable measures, must progressively make available and accessible. South Africa has made great strides in widening educational opportunities to previously disadvantaged groups, mainly black South Africans. With almost 5.4 per cent of gross domestic product, South Africa has one of the highest rates of government investment in education in the world. 
· Tunisia commended South Africa on the very important achievements in particular in the field of education where there has been remarkable development, and on its activities in particular for children with special needs and in ensuring general equality for education. Tunisia sought more information in these areas, and recommended to South Africa to persevere in its efforts to promote the rights of education and to pay particular attention to continuing and disseminating the culture of human rights among young people as part of its educational and pedagogical programme.
· The United Kingdom stressed that it supported South Africa’s work in these areas through, for example, a number of projects supporting young people in disadvantaged communities.
(iii) Conclusions and/or Reservations
In the course of the discussion, the following recommendations were made to South Africa:
· Recommended to South Africa to commit not only to removing the defence of reasonable chastisement but also to criminalizing corporal punishment with the concomitant pledges towards raising awareness and providing the necessary resource to support parents in adopting positive and alternative forms of discipline (Slovenia);
· Recommended South Africa to follow up on the recommendation made by the Committee against Torture to adopt all necessary measures to prevent, combat and punish violence against women and children (Switzerland);
· Recommended that concrete measures be taken to improve the handling by police of rape cases and to curb rates of violence, particularly against women and girls (Canada);
· Recommended to South Africa to continue its efforts to promote and facilitate school attendance, particularly among children from economically disadvantaged families (Angola);
· Recommended to South Africa to persevere in its efforts to promote the rights of education and to pay particular attention to continuing and disseminating the culture of human rights among young people as part of its educational and pedagogical programme (Tunisia);
· Czech Republic

On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of the Czech Republic: France, South Africa and Nicaragua. The delegation of the Czech Republic was headed by H.E. Mr Vit Schorm, Government Agent before the European Court for Human Rights, Ministry of Justice.
(i) Summary of the State under Review
· Regarding the education of Roma children, a new concept of education for disadvantaged populations is currently under consideration, based on an inclusive philosophy for children currently educated in separate programmes, and a step-by-step integration process into mainstream schools.
· Since 2000, the Czech Republic has been preparing on a regular basis the National Plan on Combating Commercial Sexual Abuse of Children. The amendment of 2007 to the Criminal Code criminalised possession of child pornography. The amendment introduced stricter punishment for associated crimes.
(ii) Interactive Dialogue with the State under Review
· Canada noted that the Human Rights Committee, CESCR and CRC expressed concern that no specific legislation has been enacted to outlaw discrimination against Roma. They were concerned that despite the adoption of relevant programmes, discrimination against Roma continues to persist in practice, including in the areas of labour, access to employment, health care, education and housing. Canada noted that CERD, CRC, CAT and the Human Rights Committee expressed concern about information according to which Roma are subject to ill-treatment by police officers.
· Canada also noted CRC reports of arbitrary removal of children from care of their biological parents and their remand into State or alternative care. Allegedly Roma children have been disproportionately impacted by this policy. Canada requested further clarification on this issue, and recommended that the Czech Republic provide greater support for foster care as an alternative to institutionalisation of children.
· While thanking the delegation for responses provided to questions, Cuba formulated the following additional questions and recommendations: (a) what measures the Government has taken to eliminate discrimination, in particular racial segregation in education, and ill-treatment against Roma. Cuba recommended the adoption of effective measures such as the establishment of a specific institution tasked to monitor the situation of Roma, including the elaboration of disaggregated data on education, employment and housing. This  institution should be an independent body empowered to receive complaints about excessive use of force and ill-treatment against Roma conducted by Czech police;
· Malaysia welcomed, among others, the proposed amendment to the Criminal Code in relation to protecting children against sexual exploitation and the structured approach in fighting human trafficking.
· In responding to questions concerning education of Roma children, the Czech Republic stated that it was fully aware that changing the social situation within the Roma community was a complex issue. Extensive attention has been dedicated to making the school performances of the disadvantaged and at risk groups successful, including Roma. In January 2005, a new act on education came into force. This legal document based on democratic principles represents a modern tool for fulfilling educational needs of all within mainstream conditions. The access to rights is ensured by implementing a broad range of support provisions described in the Schools Act and covered by the national budget. For instance Roma, as a vulnerable group, are entitled to enter preparatory classes one year prior to starting regular compulsory education. The number of staff and teachers is increasing and they are provided with necessary training to be aware of how to deal with differences. Another programme aims at financially supporting Roma secondary schools students. Since 2005, all schools are obliged to start teaching with new curricula based on the concept of school for all. The Czech Republic is listening carefully to voices and evaluations criticizing the fact that most of the Roma children are placed in schools for children with learning difficulties. Therefore, attention is paid to formulating a new education strategy that is at present under discussion.
· On the issue of the removal of children from their families, the Czech Republic stated that this can only take place in exceptional circumstances and is subject to a court approval in each case and court review. The Government is continuing to strengthen its action for the protection of children. In 2006, the concept of care for children at risk was adopted. Moreover, the Act on social and legal protection of children was amended with a view to providing assistance to families whose children are placed in institutions.
· The Netherlands recommended, with regard to continuing discrimination against Roma, particularly with regard to access to education, that the Czech Republic provide a follow-up report about the strengthening of the efforts and actions taken on the ground to ensure the rights of minorities, and specifically the Roma.
· The United Kingdom welcomed initiatives aimed at care and educational institutions and at improving access to education. It also welcomed improvements to child pornography legislation aimed at protecting children from abuse, and efforts to combat human trafficking. It welcomed information on improvement of conditions in child-care facilities, including discouraging the use of restraints such as caged beds and recommended that the delegation consider additional steps to improve conditions for children from vulnerable backgrounds.
· Mexico recommended the Czech Republic consider the possibility of establishing bilingual compensatory school programmes for Roma children.
· The Islamic Republic of Iran noted that there are some causes for serious concern in the field of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the Czech Republic, in particular regarding cases of ill-treatment and abuses against children in the family and various forms of discrimination and violence against the Roma community. In this regard, Iran enquired about the concrete measures taken by the Government to develop an effective system of investigation as recommended by the CRC. Iran recommended that the Czech Republic take all necessary measures to promote and strengthen the foundation of family and its values in society in order to address the persisting challenges of domestic violence and abuse of children.
· Bangladesh finally commended the Czech Republic on introducing the National Strategy on Combating Trafficking in Human Beings and noted appreciation for the Czech-German-Polish working group addressing this issue. It recommended that the Government take a comprehensive approach to combating trafficking in women and girls involving the source, transit and destination countries.
· Bosnia and Herzegovina enquired about positive steps and efforts to assess the situation of Roma in the field of education. It also asked about additional efforts to provide protection to children living on the street and to ensure their access to education and health services, placing greater emphasis on alternatives to institutionalisation.
· Responding to questions on the need for special education and the future of segregated schools, the Czech Republic noted that education strategies were elaborated to create mainstreamed, inclusive curricula and to provide children with special needs the option to be placed in small groups. Current research shows increased success of Roma children. Despite current achievements, and in order to ensure a successful integration, implementation must respect the sensitivity of Czech culture changes in the educational system. On gender issues, the Czech Republic reiterated that equal access to education without discrimination is a fundamental part the legal system. However, it noted that challenges remain and hoped that it will shortly be able to provide data on the progress of Roma enrolment.
· In response to concerns about the respect for the rights of the child, the Czech Republic replied that the Office of the Ombudsman, by virtue of law, is tasked with providing methodological assistance to victims, making recommendations and carrying out investigations.
(iii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations
In the course of the discussion, the following recommendations were made to the Czech Republic:
· To provide greater support for foster care as an alternative to institutionalisation of children (Canada);
· To consider additional steps to improve conditions for children from vulnerable backgrounds (United Kingdom);
· To consider the possibility of establishing bilingual compensatory school programmes for Roma children (Mexico);
· To take a comprehensive approach to combating trafficking in women and girls involving source, transit and destination countries (Bangladesh);
· Argentina

On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Argentina: Ukraine, Cuba, and Cameroon. The delegation of Argentina was headed by H.E. Mr Eduardo Luis Duhalde, Human Rights Secretary, Ministry of Justice, Security and Human Rights.
(i) Summary of the State under Review – 

· Judicial actions are complemented by an active policy to recover the historic memory, being conducted by the State and organisations of the civil society, in line with resolution 2005/66 of the Commission on Human Rights on the right to truth. The association of the Grandmothers of the Plaza de Mayo has been working on the right to identity since its creation in 1977 and it has the support of the State through the National Commission on the Right to an Identity (CONADI), created by a law adopted by Parliament. Already 88 children have been able to recover their true identity and establish a link with their biological families. In terms of reparations at the national level, since 1991, a number of norms have been adopted to economically compensate the victims of State terrorism. These norms benefit to former political prisoners, victims of forced disappearances and political executions, children born to mothers deprived of their liberty and or minors detained in relation to their parents’ activities (“Ley de hijos”) and others.
· Recent decisions by the federal and criminal courts have established that the rights established in international human rights treaties take precedence over procedural norms, as in the case of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, where female prisoners with minor children may be released from prison so that their children may enjoy their right to live with their mothers.
· In January 2005, in the Office of the Secretary for Human Rights, a special unit for the eradication of sexual exploitation of children had been set up. A National Prevention Programme for the Abduction and Trafficking of Children and Crimes against their Identity also exists within the Office of the Secretary for Human Rights. At the regional level, within the framework of Mercosur, a legislative database on trafficking, sexual exploitation, sale and abuse of children and adolescents was established with the aim to harmonise Mercosur legislation in this field.
· Argentina noted, in December 2006, the project to create the office of domestic violence within the framework of the judiciary. Concerning the rights of girls, boys and adolescents, Argentina indicated that the system of “patronato” was derogated and the Congress adopted a comprehensive law for the protection of children in 2005, introducing changes to consider children as subject of rights. Furthermore, a National Secretariat for Children, Adolescents and Family has been established as well as the Federal Council on Children, Adolescents and the Family and the Ombudsman for Girls, Boys and Adolescents. As regards juvenile justice, Argentina noted the creation of the Commission for the Reform, which updates a number of laws regarding the status of juvenile justice in order to bring the national legislative framework in line with the principles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). Finally, Argentina noted also the establishment of a commission and a plan for the eradication of child labour that will shortly be put before the National Congress for its approval.
(ii) Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under Review 

· In reference to a number of recommendations made by the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the Committee on the Rights of the Child Cameroon asked about the status of implementation of these recommendations. Cameroon recommended to Argentina to continue its efforts to bring its national and provincial legislation in line with ratified international instruments.
· Austria mentioned the reference made in the national report to the “Ley de Protección Integral de las niñas, niños y adolescentes” adopted in 2005 and the firm commitment of national courts to providing special protection for the child’s best interest in accordance with the CRC. In this regard, Austria asked for further information on the measures taken for the protection of children from all forms of physical or mental violence as provided for in the CRC and recommended that corporal punishment in the family and schools be explicitly prohibited by law.
· Slovenia recommended to address the issue of unduly protracted detentions urgently and also to promote the use of alternative measures to provisional detention, in particular for pregnant women or those with young children. Slovenia recommended adapting Argentina’s penal system to be compliant with the recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice (“The Beijing Rules”) and the United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (The Riyadh Guidelines), and noted that it would appreciate learning about Argentina’s plans in that respect. Slovenia also noted that five persons who were under 18 at the time they committed the offences are still serving life imprisonment and asked what action will Argentina take in relation to them. Slovenia recommended that Argentina prohibit all forms of life imprisonment for offences committed by persons under the age of 18, in line with article 37 (a) of CRC.
· Mexico wanted to know about the impact of the law on children and adolescents in the juvenile justice system and the situation of young people in conflict with the law. The law envisages the nomination of a defender of boys, girls and adolescents in this regard, and Mexico recommended that such a defender be nominated quickly.

· On the issue of girls, boys and young adolescents, in particular regarding public policies, Argentina noted that the Comprehensive Child and Adolescent Protection Act was adopted in September 2005, and it was important in terms of adjusting the legislation to the Convention on the Rights of the Child. It replaces the paradigm whereby the child was simply a subject of protection rather than a subject of rights. With regard to the issue of violence against children, the comprehensive law on the protection of children prohibits physical punishment of children and includes the obligation of all persons who have knowledge of violence against children to report it to relevant authorities.
· Noting efforts made by Argentina, Canada recommended that Argentina continue its efforts to improve prison conditions for inmates and address issues of overcrowding and mistreatment, including of children in police custody.
· The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland made reference to the concerns expressed by the Committee against Torture at the uneven application of the Convention against Torture in the various provinces and that the Committee on the Rights of the Child noted that there was no legislation in force at the federal level, which considered the child as a subject of rights. The United Kingdom recommended that Argentina takes further steps to address discrimination against women and vulnerable groups, including children, minorities and indigenous peoples.
· Italy noted that the progress achieved with the adoption of the 2005 law for the protection of children and adolescents, that according to the reports of some NGOs this legislation was not fully in line with the provisions of the Convention of the Rights of the Child, in particular concerning the legal definition of the child and its non-application to many sectors and intervention areas. Italy recommended that the Argentinean authorities adopt the necessary steps to bring their legislation into conformity with the norms and principles for the overall protection of children and adolescents.
(iii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations
The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue have been examined by Argentina and the recommendations listed below enjoy the support of Argentina:
· To take further steps to address all kinds of discrimination against women, children, minorities and indigenous peoples. (United Kingdom, Mexico)
· To address the issue of unduly protracted detentions and to promote the use of alternative measures to pre-trial detention, in particular for pregnant women and young children. (Slovenia, Germany, Canada)
· To designate an Ombudsperson for children. (Mexico)
· To continue its efforts to improve the situation of children in detention as recommended by the Committee against Torture and the Committee on the Rights of the Child. (Canada, Italy, Slovenia)
· To adopt a penal system that is in conformity with the Committee on the Rights of the Child recommendations, the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice (“The Beijing Rules”) and the United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (The Riyadh Guidelines); to prohibit the sentencing to life imprisonment for persons under 18 years of age in conformity with article 37 (a) of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. (Slovenia)
· To continue its efforts to bring its legislation into line with the norms and principles of the overall protection system of children and adolescents. (Italy)
· Gabon

On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Gabon: Nigeria, China, and Azerbaijan. The delegation of Gabon was headed by Mr Dieudonné Ndiaye, chargé d’affaire ad interim, Permanent Mission of the Republic of Gabon. 
(i) Summary of the State under Review – 

· Gabon ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1994 and recently launched a campaign, with the assistance of WHO and UNICEF, to raise awareness of health, child and maternal mortality. A number of projects, including one on the transmission of AIDS from mother to child, are now being carried out throughout the country. UNICEF and Gabon are cooperating for the vaccination of all children under five against tuberculosis, poliomyelitis and tetanus and other transmissible diseases.
· With regard to the exploitation of children, Gabon has since 1994 set up a comprehensive legal framework, which includes a number of laws and decrees concerning trafficking in children, child labour and the establishment of an observatory to ensure cooperation with international organisations. Special institutions were created to assist children victims of trafficking and abuse: the Centre d’Appel des Arcades, the Centre d’Angondjé and, together with ILO, the watchdog committees which have been formed throughout the country.
· In cooperation with UNICEF, Gabon is currently implementing a development project, which includes a census of the minority population, measures aimed at children and the improvement of health services. 
· In order to face the numerous financial and human constraints still affecting the human rights situation, the Government has adopted a plan of action, which primarily tries to increase human rights awareness throughout the country and among its citizens, with special regard for victims, especially children, and for law enforcement officials. Education for vulnerable groups, including human rights training, remains a priority. Gabon urges the United Nations to provide financial, institutional and material support for the implementation of this plan of action.
(ii) Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under Review 

· Pakistan asked about Gabon’s strategy to involve neighbouring States in activities to deal with child trafficking and exploitation.
· Algeria recommended that the international community provide technical and financial assistance with an additional effort from the Gabonese authorities, to raise school attendance rate and develop facilities at the various levels of education, while favouring gender equality in the access to education.
· The Democratic Republic of the Congo wanted to know whether trafficking and exploitation of children was limited to within the country or if children were trafficked abroad, and in that case, which were the main countries of destination.
· The Philippines commended Gabon for its efforts to strengthen national measures to protect the rights of women and children, in particular with regard to health standards, combating the spread of HIV/AIDS and fighting human trafficking.
· Tunisia noted with interest efforts made to promote children’s rights in the area of health, through the proliferation of health services institutions, such as the national technical commission responsible for providing vaccinations in all areas of the country. Tunisia also welcomed measures related to the right to education, such as the free and obligatory schooling until the age of 16, and Gabon’s commitment to curbing child trafficking.
· China welcomed the adoption of a series of laws to protect the right to health, rights of the child and right to education and to prevent trafficking of human beings, as well as the establishment of a ministry for human rights.
· Congo asked how Gabon undertook the census of the Pygmy population given that this is a highly mobile population. It also enquired about the type of pressure put by traffickers on the national authorities. Finally, Congo requested information on the legislation regarding adoption.
· Latvia hoped that Gabon will receive the visit of the Special Rapporteur on education.
· Mexico recommended that the criminalisation of child trafficking be brought in line with international standards, and recommended the legal prohibition of the worst forms of corporal punishment of children in all places.
· The Czech Republic asked Gabon on the measures aimed at eliminating the practice of forced and early marriage. It also recommended that Gabon submit regular reports to the treaty bodies, in particular to the Committee on the Rights of the Child.
· Hungary recommended that Gabon allow the Special Rapporteur on the right to education to visit the country. Recalling the concern of the Committee on the Rights of the Child on the issue, Hungary recommended that further steps be taken to ensure that juvenile courts are set up and that children be separated from adults in detention facilities.
· On the issue of child trafficking, the Netherlands noted that the Committee on the Rights of the Child remained concerned about the weak implementation of legislation in this area. Therefore, it recommended that domestic legislation be amended to conform to the principles of Convention of the Rights of the Child.
· Malaysia noted with encouragement Gabon’s emphasis on the promotion and protection of children’s rights. It requested information on whether Gabon planned to establish a juvenile court and if so, what is the envisaged timeframe for this.
· The Russian Federation asked which agencies would participate in the study on child labour and whether civil society would be invited to participate.
· Morocco recognised the specific steps taken by Gabon to ensure the promotion and protection of the rights of children, women, disabled persons and minorities.
· The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland recommended that the Government accept the requested visit of the Special Rapporteur on the right to education.
· Italy noted that particular challenges may relate to children’s rights and special attention may be given to juvenile justice. Italy recommended that Gabon create a judicial system for minors and improve their situation including the separation of minors from adults in prisons.
· Nigeria noted the efforts made by the Gabonese Government to implement international instruments, including awareness-raising and training campaigns to ensure children’s health, to combat trafficking and exploitation of children as well as protecting women’s rights. Nigeria supports the steps taken by the Government to integrate the minority population into the mainstream society and recommended Gabon to redouble its efforts in this important endeavour, particularly in the area of educational development and provision of other basic amenities.
· The United States of America noted that international news media have reported a recent sharp increase in ritual killings, including of young children, with suggestions that these ritual killings may be tied to the recent local and municipal elections. The United States asked whether the Government could confirm these reports and if so, would Gabon clarify the nature of these killings, and what action is the Government taking to address this problem and bring the perpetrators to justice.
· Regarding the sexual exploitation of children, Japan requested information on the legal and administrative measures taken so far and on the course of action Gabon will take on this issue. Finally, regarding child trafficking and child labour, the Japanese delegation asked Gabon to elaborate on the current situation of the development of the comprehensive programme to address these issues as suggested by the Committee on the Rights of the Child.
· Brazil stated that the national report stressed the creation of a national committee for human rights, and complimented Gabon for the adoption in 2005 of a plan of action for the World Programme of Human Rights Education, with a focus on the national school system.
· In Gabon, school is mandatory and free until the age of 16, however, the Committee on the Rights of the Child has expressed concern by the lack of access to education of Pygmy children. Sweden wished to know what measures the Gabonese government was taking to ensure the right to education to all children.
· The Republic of Korea stated that the national report was mainly focused on the rights of women and children without taking stock of other civil and political rights.
· Mauritania drew attention to several positive aspects of the national report, notably measures taken to strengthen the human rights of women and of children. The rights of the child are considered to be very important by Gabon, which is seeking to eliminate trafficking of children and to strengthen measures to ensure obligatory schooling.
· Following the discussion/dialogue, the representatives of Gabon responded. Ritual killings are a new trend in Gabon. Along with the international community, Gabon deplores them, while noting that statistics are not clearly established. As this is a new trend for which Gabon’s legislation does not provide, this scourge has been brought before Parliament and an Inter-Ministerial Commission has been set up to examine the possibility of new legislation on this issue.
· The representative of Gabon highlighted that although children are protected, that labour laws regulate their work, and that child exploitation is forbidden, trafficking and exploitation of children are recurrent issues. Gabon recalled that regional consultations and technical workshops on the work of children have taken place and there have been attempts at developing guidelines against exploitation of children in Western and Central Africa. As a result of these consultations, a number of institutions, committees and other structures have been set up. Ultimately, care of these children is carried out in three different stages: withdrawal, administrative and psycho-social care, food and housing, as well as return to the country of origin or reinsertion in Gabon.
· Regarding juvenile justice, a project for the revision of the Penal Code has been undertaken to establish special courts for minors, and the Government has decided to build a prison for minors outside of the capital, which will automatically lead to the creation of a juvenile tribunal to ensure compliance with international standards. 

· Regarding the issue of Pygmies, the representative noted that the Government has drawn up a plan of action to promote the rights of Pygmies, including a census and to ensure them birth certificates. Other measures taken were vaccination and education programmes, as well as the introduction of basic social services, with the support of UNICEF and UNESCO, whose efforts are relayed by national and international NGOs. The Government representative recognised that the steps taken were limited, but also highlighted the successes, such as identifying where Pygmies live, a difficult exercise because of their nomadic lifestyle, which also complicates the setting up of sanitary and educational structures. Another representative noted that Pygmies were part and parcel of the Gabonese society. While they are a minority, they live in harmony and are fully integrated: they are free to send their children to schools, free to marry with Bantu, have access to justice, can participate in elections and be elected. As a people, however, they would like to live in their natural environment, which may create obstacles to the efforts made by the Government, because the measures taken may be considered as a violation of their rights and an attempt to make them live otherwise.
(iii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations
In the course of the discussion, the following recommendations were made to Gabon:
· To raise the school attendance rate and develop facilities at the various levels of education, while favouring gender equality and access to education, with technical and financial assistance provided by the international community (Algeria);
· To consider the request of the Special Rapporteur on the right to education favourably and allow the Special Rapporteur’s visit (Hungary, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland);
· To adopt as a matter of priority legislative and other measures to guarantee gender equality and strengthen efforts to eradicate customs and traditions that discriminate women, and that the minimum legal age for marriage of girls is increased to 18 years (Czech Republic);
· To bring the criminalisation of child trafficking in line with international standards (Mexico);
· To prohibit by law the worst forms of corporal punishment of children in all places (Mexico);
· To take further steps to ensure that juvenile courts are set up and that children are separated from adults in detention facilities (Hungary);

· To amend domestic legislation to conform to the principles of Convention of the Rights of the Child (The Netherlands);

· To create a judicial system for minors and improve their situation, including the separation of minors from adults in prisons (Italy);
· To redouble efforts to integrate the Pygmy population in the mainstream society, particularly in the area of educational development and provision of other basic amenities (Nigeria);
· Ghana
On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Ghana: the Netherlands, Bolivia and Sri Lanka. The delegation of Ghana was headed by H.E. Mr Joe Ghartey, Minister of Justice and Attorney General.
(i) Summary of the State Under Review – 

· Ghana recognised that challenges remained and various strategies had been developed to address them, including in the areas of education and the national health insurance programme, and programmes adopted to address child labour. 
· Ghana has passed a human trafficking law and is taking steps to reduce child trafficking. A national plan of action has been developed which involves all stakeholders. The Ministry of Manpower, Youth and Employment has a child labour unit programme in about 20 districts. There is a national programme on the elimination of the worst forms of child labour in cocoa-growing areas, which operates in several districts.
· Ghana affirmed that its Constitution states that every Ghanaian child is entitled to free compulsory basic education, which includes three years of secondary education and two years of kindergarten. Every Ghanaian child is now entitled to eleven years of free education. Initiatives have been introduced to facilitate the implementation of the law, including the Capitation Grant, which is given to every child in public school and covers cultural, sports and other miscellaneous fees and has led to a considerable increase in school enrolment.
(ii) Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under Review 

· Pakistan noted the number of reforms introduced to nurture a human rights culture to improve the lives of children. It identified addressing social and traditional mindsets that led to human rights abuses and poverty as well as girl child education as important areas of concern.
· India congratulated Ghana on its successful initiative aimed at increasing the enrolment of girl students in schools and requested more information about this success story.
· France asked about measures to put an end to so-called cultural practices such as “trokosi”, witch camps and FGM. 

· The Czech Republic asked what measures have been adopted against widowhood rites, FGM, ritual servitude of girls and violence against women perceived as witches. It recommended that Ghana adopt legislative and other necessary measures, including awareness-raising campaigns, against these harmful traditional practices and stereotypes.
· Senegal shared Ghana’s conviction that education must be central to strategies aimed at countering certain cultural practices such as FGM.
· Finland acknowledged the commitments to protect children and women from violence, including the Domestic Violence Act in 2007 and the establishment of the Domestic Violence Victim Support unit to investigate complaints of domestic violence and child abuse. It noted the Government’s admission that domestic violence was one of the most common human rights violations and that the majority of its victims were children. Finland recommended Ghana to strengthen its efforts to fully implement the recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child and to prohibit all forms of violence against children. It also recommended that Ghana take further measures to implement the overarching and setting-specific recommendations of the United Nations Study on Violence against Children. Finland also recommended that Ghana abolish by law the use of corporal punishment in all settings.
· The United Kingdom recommended that Ghana take further steps to address discrimination against women and vulnerable groups, including children.
· Mexico recommended Ghana to continue to eradicate cultural practices that violated the rights of women and girls.
· Regarding questions on girl-child education, Ghana has mounted a strong advocacy campaign to make sure that girls enrol and stay in school. The improvements are also due to food rations, with not only food in school but also to bring home, so it is in the interest of the whole family that the child goes to school. With regard to the gender imbalance between secondary and tertiary education, these are historical issues and there are improvements. The aggregate entry level is adjusted favourably for girls, for example in engineering.
· Azerbaijan asked to elaborate further on the effectiveness of the Domestic Violence and Victim Support Unit in improving the situation on the ground, and how Ghana intended to strengthen the Ministry of Women and Children’s Affairs.
· Malaysia commended Ghana for its candid recognition of problem of child labour and other challenges in the field of human rights and applauded Ghana for its efforts to overcome them. It was impressed by Ghana’s investment in enhancing education for children involved in child labour. Malaysia wished to receive more information about how the children have been rescued from child labour and have been reintegrated into national educational system.
· Canada recommended a concerted effort to eliminate FGM.
· Philippines was encouraged by Ghana’s efforts to combat child labour strongly supported Ghana’s pledge to promote the rights of the child.
· Italy joined CRC in recommending Ghana to undertake measures to prevent child abuse and neglect and investigate cases of domestic violence ensuring that sanctions can be applied to perpetrators.
· Turkey asked about initiatives to educate and engage traditional and religious leaders in the elimination of customs and practices particularly harmful to girl children and women, as well as about initiatives to prohibit corporal punishment of children in all settings, including the family and school environment.
· Switzerland recommended Ghana to enhance efforts to protect rights of women and children as some cultural and traditional practices constitute a violation of human rights.
· Noting that in 2007 Ghana amended the Criminal Code to criminalise the practice of FGM and passed legislation on domestic violence, the United States asked about measures taken to ensure the enforcement of these laws.
· Algeria noted that the introduction of the child school feeding programme and the establishment of the Domestic Violence and Victim Support Unit were examples of best practice. With reference to the NEPAD School Feeding programme, Algeria recommended that Ghana continue to give increased attention to the gender gap between boys and girls in the advancement at all levels of education.
· Ireland recommended that legislative measures on FGM be strengthened and that specific measures be taken to ensure that the prohibition has the desired effect on the ground.
· Austria asked how the Domestic Violence Act and the Domestic Violence Victim Support Unit can be used to tackle the problem of impunity of perpetrators of violence against women and children. It recommended that Ghana adopts concrete grassroots programmes to sensitise communities, in particular traditional chiefs, and spread them into all communities in Ghana to abolish cultural practices, which violate the human rights, life and dignity of women and young girls.
· Ghana congratulated Ghana on efforts to stop child labour and the pilot programme by the Ministry of Manpower on children working in cocoa producing areas. It asked Ghana to elaborate more on what is involved in Parental Support.
· The Republic of Korea noted the creation of the Women’s Development Fund in 2002 to improve women’s access to micro-credit facilities and the National Policy Guidelines on Orphans and other Children made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS. Korea asked if Ghana could elaborate on measures taken to prevent child labour, exploitation and abuse since these remained a concern of the international community.
· Chile wished to obtain more information on implementation of measures to combat FGM. 
· Bosnia and Herzegovina referred to concerns expressed by the CRC on the number of children orphaned by HIV/AIDS and that the number of orphanages was increasing, and requested additional information on the measures taken by the CHRAJ to adequately respond to this situation.
· Morocco noted efforts made in promotion and protection of children’s and women’s rights, especially with regard to promoting the rights to education. Morocco asked for more information about the Ghanaian national plan and programme on education of children.
· The Syrian Arab Republic noted Ghana’s achievements in the field of women’s empowerment, reduction of the poverty level, health care, workers’ protection and children’s education. It noted that Ghana did acknowledge the existence of many challenges, like foreign debt, inadequate resources and disaster management as well as violence against women despite the enactment of the Domestic Violence Act in 2007. In the light of paragraph 65 of the national report it asked about legal and other measures taken to address the high rate of violence against children, mob justice and the issue of “cultural secrecy” associated with the victims’ unwillingness to disclose their traumas and agonies.
· In responding to questions, the Minister of Education, the Attorney-General and the Minister of Justice attending the UPR review reflect Ghana’s twin approach to human rights: education and law enforcement. Ghana will continue to educate and at the same time do law enforcement and pass regular laws, which need to be backed by policy programmes with sufficient budgetary allocations. 
(iii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations
· To take the necessary measures in order to reinforce the campaign against discriminatory practices and violence against women (France); to strengthen its efforts in protecting women’s rights (Switzerland) and to take further steps to address discrimination against women and vulnerable groups, including children (United Kingdom);
· To adopt legislative and other necessary measures including awareness-raising campaigns against harmful traditional practices and stereotypes (Czech Republic); to continue to eradicate cultural practices that violated the rights of women and girls (Mexico); to introduce measures to eliminate or modify customs and harmful traditional practices that discriminate against women, eliminate FGM, put an end to harmful widowhood rites and implement protective measures for this group in relation to eviction and inheritance, and halt the practice of trokosi (Canada); to establish and implement concrete measures in conformity with CEDAW to modify and eliminate customs and cultural and harmful traditional practices that discriminate against women (Slovenia); to take necessary measures to ensure that the prohibition of FGM has the desired effect on the ground (Ireland); 
· To strengthen its efforts to fully implement the recommendations adopted by the CRC and to prohibit all forms of violence against children (Finland); to take further measures to implement the overarching and setting-specific recommendations of the UN Study on violence against children (Finland); to take the necessary measures to prevent child abuse and neglect and investigate cases of domestic violence, ensuring that sanctions be applied to perpetrators (Italy); and to enhance its efforts in protecting children rights (Switzerland);
· To take steps to address problems related to high illiteracy rates in certain parts of the country, as well as the gender gap between boys and girls in secondary and tertiary education (Hungary); and to continue to give increased attention to the gender gap between girls and boys in their advancement at all levels of education (Algeria);
· Peru
On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Peru: Mali, India and Cuba. The delegation of Peru was headed by Her Excellency, Ms. Rosario FERNANDEZ, Minister of Justice.
(i) Summary of the State Under Review – 

Peru made no specific reference to children’s rights in this section of the report.
(ii) Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under Review 

· While Portugal noted that in 2006, CRC welcomed Peru’s measures to combat child labour, Portugal expressed concern that hundreds and thousands of children and adolescents reportedly remain in the labour market, marginalised from education and subject to exploitation and abuse. 
· Japan referred to reports of high rates of child labour, as indicated by UNICEF, while also noting the efforts made to tackle the issue through its National Plan for the Eradication of Child Labour, and requested more information on planned measures to address the issue. Japan also noted recommendations made to Peru by the Committee on the Rights of the Child and CEDAW to implement its national action plan and to take measures to combat trafficking, and requested elaboration on the current status of Peru’s efforts regarding this issue.
· Slovenia expressed concern about the lack of access to health facilities for poor and marginalised communities, in particular women and children, and requested information about the steps undertaken to secure such access.
· Regarding the rights of children, and despite progress made by the National Plan to eliminate child labour, Italy expressed concern at the abusive working conditions in which thousands of children and adolescents find themselves. Italy recommended that in accordance with the conclusions adopted in 2006 by the Committee on the Rights of the Child, Peru strengthen its efforts to stop child labour and promote the social reintegration and education of child and adolescent victims of such abuses.
· Brazil enquired about main steps taken in the promotion of the rights of the child.
· On the problem of identity documents, Peru stated that one of the major problems of exclusion (which is also related to terrorist actions in the past) is the lack of a document of legal identity; a significant number of persons, including minors, do not have a birth registration document or a national identity card. One of Peru’s priorities is therefore to guarantee the right to a name and identity for all persons, a legal right recognised in the Constitution.
(iii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations
In the course of the discussion, the following recommendations were made to Peru:
· In accordance with the conclusions adopted by the Committee on the Rights of the Child in 2006, measures should be increased to stop child labour and to promote social reintegration of child and adolescent victims of exploitation (Italy);
· Guatemala
On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Guatemala: Brazil, Gabon, and Slovenia. The delegation of Guatemala was headed by H.E. Mr. Lars Henrik Pira, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs.

(i) Summary of the State under Review
· The National Policy and Plan of Action on Disabilities was approved by decree, with the purpose of: preventing factors which could cause disabilities; providing rehabilitation services; facilitating access to education. 
· As rising international gas and food prices have reduced the capacity of the most vulnerable groups to access daily staples, the Government has established a Solidarity Programme to face the Economic and Social Emergency, investing US$195 million on, amongst other things: a funding programme to reduce school desertion, chronic malnutrition, and child labour.
· The Government highlighted programmes to build new community homes, prevent maternal and infant HIV/AIDS, ensure food security for children and expectant mothers, made possible by providing additional resources to the Social Wellbeing Secretariat (a 200 per cent budget increment). 
· The Government also highlighted the celebration of the Encuentro Nacional por la Primera Infancia (a national initiative on infancy).

(ii) Interactive Dialogue with the State under Review
· Mexico noted the Government’s commitment in the area of human rights and the prevention of juvenile violence. 
· Luxembourg noted legislative reforms bringing the definition of trafficking in line with provisions of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organised Crime and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, and against Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air. It noted commercial adoption and sexual exploitation for commercial purposes, in particular of indigenous and “rural” women and children, and comments made by CEDAW, UNICEF and the Committee on the Rights of the Child that Guatemala remains a country of origin, transit and destination. Luxemburg welcomed policies to protect those particularly vulnerable, and asked about additional efforts to determine the causes and scope of trafficking of women and girls, including internal trafficking. It asked the delegation to share a first assessment of the impact on the ground, of the national anti-trafficking policy and of the plan of action for 2007-2017. 

· Brazil asked about the main steps taken in the fulfilment of the rights of the child.
· Austria asked if action plans existed to implement the Law for the Integral Protection of Childhood and Youth and for information on prohibition of corporal punishment and recommended that corporal punishment in the home and family be explicitly prohibited. 
· The Russian Federation noted that every second child under five suffers from chronic malnutrition and requested information on steps taken to remedy this situation. 

· El Salvador noted the high levels of violence and requested information on the social impacts of the project conducted by the Ministry of Education, in the framework of the Peace Agreements, to promote a culture of peace in Guatemalan society, especially among young people, and recommended that this project, which El Salvador considered a good practice, be continued and strengthened. It expressed concern about the situation of transit migrants, especially women and children, whose human rights are systematically violated as confirmed by the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants, and asked what measures the authorities were taking to prevent such abuses. 

· China appreciated the approval of national policies and plans, including the policy on the prevention of youth violence. It also asked what further measures were planned to address child labour, trafficking, illegal adoption and ill-treatment of indigenous children. 
· Azerbaijan pointed out malnutrition among children and a high infant mortality rate as obstacles. Information was sought on measures to address low school attendance in rural regions and among indigenous communities.
· On the protection of children and corporal punishment, Guatemala noted that the national law for the integral protection of children and youth, which prohibits all mistreatment, is in accordance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child which Guatemala ratified in 2002. Guatemala has also developed a plan of action for the protection against commercial sexual exploitation, a special unit for the prevention of trafficking in persons, particularly children. The offence is criminalised and training for officials, an awareness campaign and a special prosecutor’s office have been put in place. Corporal punishment in all areas is denounced, sanctioned and punished.
· Noting that the situation of indigenous peoples, and in particular women and children, remains a source of concern and asking about measures envisaged to improve it, Switzerland recommended that Guatemala commit itself to improving the situation of indigenous children, in particular as concerns ill-treatment, trafficking, child labour, illegal adoptions and difficulty in accessing schools and health-care services and that Guatemala take all necessary measures to reduce illiteracy rates, in particular among women. 

· Japan commented on a report that street children, especially resulting from domestic violence, were being recruited by gangs and participating in activities such as stealing, prostitution, sale of drugs, and asked about prospects for addressing the issues through the eradication of poverty, education, the promotion of the rights of the child, and especially the improvement of the rights to education and to life.
· Italy asked what measures had been taken to combat youth gangs, the so-called “maras” and to support civil society initiatives to help young people emerge from “mara” culture. Italy recalled obstacles to the implementation of economic, social and cultural rights and expressed concern at the high level of social exclusion affecting children in rural areas and the high rate of illiteracy. Italy asked about the status and implementation of policies and plans to combat poverty and inequality. 

· Referring to challenges the country faces, Uruguay wanted to know what policies and measures are currently being implemented to address malnutrition and the chronic malnutrition which particularly affects children. 
· On the subject of children living and working on the street and their possible exploitation by “maras” or youth gangs, Guatemala has a plan to protect children at risk and prevent them from becoming street children. An institutional unit offers programmes for economic assistance for education and fellowships for young people. Likewise, a national policy on prevention of violence is carried out at the municipal level. 

· Concerning illiteracy and access to education of indigenous peoples, there is a programme of literacy at the national, municipal and community levels, for bilingual education and fellowships for children from rural areas. The Ministry of Education, in coordination with the Presidential Commission for Human Rights, is trying to make human rights education a mandatory subject. 
(ii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations
In the course of the discussion, the following recommendations were made to Guatemala:
· Commit to improving the situation of indigenous children, in particular as concerns ill-treatment, trafficking, child labour, illegal adoptions and difficulty in accessing schools and health-care services (Switzerland).
· Prohibit explicitly corporal punishment in the home and family (Austria).
· Consider as a good practice, to be continued and strengthened, the project conducted by the Ministry of Education, in the framework of the Peace Agreements, to promote a culture of peace in Guatemalan society, especially among young people (El Salvador).
· Benin
On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Benin: Nicaragua, Madagascar and Germany. The delegation of Benin was headed by Mr Honoré AKPOMEY, Director of Cabinet, Ministry of Justice, Legislation

and Human Rights of Benin.
(i) Summary of the State Under Review – 

· Benin has taken legal or regulatory measures to incorporate international instruments into domestic law and to integrate recommendations of treaty bodies. This was the case with the Persons and Family Code in 2006 and the Code on the Child in 2007.
· The institutional framework has been strengthened by the creation of various institutions and structures aimed at ensuring the promotion and respect of human rights, such as the National Commission on the Rights of the Child, the Presidential Mediator and the Minors’ Protection Police Units (Brigade de protection des mineurs).
· Benin has also taken a number of measures aimed to protect and promote human rights, inter alia, free-of-charge preschool and primary schooling and free health care for children up to five years of age.
· As to the right to education and culture, Benin has adopted in February 2005 a letter on educational policy in order to guarantee education for all between now and 2015, in conformity with the Millennium Development Goals.
(ii) Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under Review

· Algeria asked what measures have been taken to achieve free and mandatory education and tackle the problem of illiteracy. Algeria recommended considering, with targeted international support, the extension of free education up to the secondary level; and continuing the information campaign in favour of admitting girls to school. 

· With regard to the situation of child labour, Brazil noted that child domestic workers are frequently victims of cruel, inhumane or degrading treatment.
· Belgium commended Benin on its efforts to improve the human rights situation, in particular by protecting children, and welcomed progress made in terms of school attendance. It indicated that Benin is one of the partner countries of Belgium since 2002. It noted that the level of malnutrition of children and reports of trafficking of children were issues of concern. It asked whether the world food crisis was likely to worsen the situation of the population and what measures Benin is planning to take to protect the population. Belgium recommended that Benin intensify its efforts to provide support and material assistance to the most marginalised and most underprivileged families to effectively guarantee the rights of children through a sufficient standard of living and the right to education.
· China welcomed measures to eliminate illiteracy and to extend compulsory education and invited Benin to provide details on measures to improve prison conditions and to strengthen the protection of disabled persons and children.
· The Philippines noted increases in the general enrolment rate for girls and boys and in the percentage of households with clean water supply. It asked further information about the village committees set up to combat trafficking of children and on the structure, composition, mandate and impact of these local and grass-roots committees.  

· The Russian Federation noted challenges referred to in the national report, such as the development of education, the elimination of discrimination against women and a comprehensive protection of the rights of children. It asked whether Benin is planning to introduce legislation prohibiting corporal punishment of children and what measures are being taken to eliminate harmful traditional practices affecting the health of women.
· The Democratic Republic of the Congo requested information on the issue of trafficking of children and on additional measures taken in that regard.
· Mali asked about measures to eradicate the trafficking of children.
· Canada recommended to Benin to better apply the existing laws concerning trafficking in children and human beings. 
· Concerning the rights of women and children, France asked what measures Benin is planning to take in order to strengthen the struggle against traditional practices like FGM and infanticide of witch children. It also noted that practices contrary to the rights of women and children are still too numerous.

· Latvia noted an increase of investments in the national education programmes and indicated that UNICEF noted that the national education budget increased from 20 to 30 per cent in 2007, as well as efforts to achieve gender parity in education. It emphasised the contribution of national education programmes to the improvement of civil society and the progressive development of human rights. It encouraged Benin to continue along these lines and enquired about future plans in this direction.
· While noting that trafficking in children remains a visible phenomenon, the Holy See requested further information on additional measures envisaged to eliminate this phenomenon. Regarding the issue of infanticide of so-called witch children, it recommended that Benin develop an awareness campaign to address traditional beliefs that are harmful to the rights of children, especially their right to life. It also asked which supplementary measures were envisaged to defend the right to life of the child, in particular newborns.
· Azerbaijan encouraged Benin to bring its legislation in line with international standards and give a preponderate place to education. It welcomed the increase of the budget for the educational sector, and that today education expenditures represent 22 per cent of the total budget. It wanted to know what measures were envisaged to solve the problem of children who do not go to school and work in the streets, and to reduce regional inequalities between villages and towns.
· The delegation of Benin responded to various questions raised, in particular on the issue of trafficking in children, indicating that the phenomenon exists and that it has become a scourge for the country, also because of poverty. There is an active cooperation with neighbouring countries to address the issue, and domestic legislation has been adopted criminalizing trafficking. Other measures include the setting up of departmental and local committees to prevent the exploitation of children and of minors’ protection police units (Brigades de protection des mineurs); however, this is not a definitive solution and its elimination requires continuing efforts. Regarding the issue of domestic violence and harmful traditional practices of women and children, the delegation highlighted the need to put into effect the conclusions and recommendations made in 2007 by the Committee against Torture. Regarding harmful traditional practices, including the issue of “witch children,” measures have been taken to address them and to implement recommendations made by the Committee on the Rights of the Child.
· Beginning with the academic year 2006/2007, pre-primary and primary schooling are free of charge. In pre-primary education, the objective is to increase school attendance from 4 to 15 per cent between now and 2015. Measures taken include recruiting additional teachers, increasing and improving infrastructure and the teaching curriculum. Other measures include recruiting supervisory staff, the improvement of programmes, new manuals and ensuring the presence of schools in remote disadvantaged and remote areas, as well as the construction of housing for teachers. On the question of literacy for adults, Benin envisages training trainers and a national policy on literacy was validated in April 2008. The priority plan of action for the reduction of poverty took specifically into account the question of literacy and actions in this direction will be taken very soon to ensure that those who did not have access to education take part in the development of the country.
· On the issue of FGM, a law was voted in 2003 to ban this practice and various measures were taken, including training programmes for public opinion leaders and practitioners of FGM with the help of NGOs, criminal action against individuals who practice FGM, awareness-raising actions for members of the judiciary, police officers and the population, as well as the reconversion of practitioners towards other activities, with the aim to eradicate this customary practice which is degrading for women and for the society as a whole. The Ministry of the Family deals with eradicating this practice at national level, but in addition Benin is cooperating with neighbouring countries and its partners on an agreement. Finally, measures relating to schooling and raising literacy also contribute to eradicating this practice. One difficulty in this field is the ease of movement of persons with neighbouring countries.
· Cuba remarked that for a country with limited resources such as Benin, pre-primary and primary school teaching have been provided free of charge, as well as health services for children up to five years of age.
· With reference to discrimination against disabled children, Ireland recommended to develop a national policy and further measures concerning disabled persons in order to give disabled children access to social and health services, and asked what efforts have been made in this regard.
· Morocco welcomed the measures taken to ensure the right to education and the policies devoted to free primary education, and noted with interest the efforts made by Benin to guarantee the right to health.
· The Syrian Arab Republic appreciated the establishment of new institutions to protect and promote the rights of the child, such as the National Committee on the Rights of the Child and the national unit to monitor and coordinate child protection activities, as well as the village committee set up to combat child trafficking. It asked about efforts taken to combat illiteracy, especially among women, and about the comprehensive educational measures taken with regard to the provisions of the Persons and Family Code and other laws designed to eliminate discrimination against women.
· Bangladesh noted that in general the situation in Benin is encouraging and referred to the efforts to improve the school enrolment rate of girls and boys, and welcomed the national committee on the rights of the child and the National Unit to monitor and coordinate child protection.
· Senegal welcomed the efforts made by Benin to meet its commitments in the area of human rights, and welcomed the progress made with regard to disabled persons, the realisation of the right to education, and access of drinking water, for which UNICEF noted the significant progress.
· Nigeria noted the efforts of Benin in its fight against children trafficking and reaffirmed that Nigeria will continue collaborating with Benin in this endeavour. It asked further how Benin was able to successfully bridge the gap between boys and girls in school enrolment.
· The Netherlands commended Benin on new projects, programmes and laws to protect the vulnerable, including women, children and disabled persons. Despite these good initiatives, practices such as child abuse, child trafficking, FGM and sexual harassment still persist. It thus recommended that Benin continue to strengthen its efforts to provide for better legal protection for the vulnerable groups and to guarantee their rights on the ground.
· The United Kingdom welcomed Benin’s legislative reforms to eliminate discrimination against women and to protect the rights of children, specifically the adoption of legislation outlawing the practice of FGM, but noted that CEDAW had expressed concern that some forms of FGM are still practiced in some villages and referred to the concerns expressed on the absence of specific laws against domestic violence and the trafficking of women. The United Kingdom also expressed concern that a high number of adolescent girls are trafficked for the purpose of sexual exploitation and domestic labour to other countries, asked whether Benin plans to further work in these areas and recommended that it take further steps to establish and implement laws against domestic violence and the trafficking of women and children, and to ensure that existing laws prohibiting FGM are reviewed and enforced throughout the country.
· While welcoming efforts in the justice sector, which have led to a fairly positive legal framework, Italy noted difficulties regarding the actual achievements of individual rights, often caused by the persistence of certain prejudices or beliefs linked to certain traditions particularly concerning the rights of children and women, where the absence of a strategy to facilitate human rights education is more obvious. It asked whether the authorities are envisaging improvement of their performance in this field.
· Mexico acknowledged the efforts made by Benin to promote and protect human rights and implementing the recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, notably as concerns the adoption of a plan of action to prevent and combat exploitation and sexual abuse. Mexico recommended that Benin promote the visit of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography which could contribute to the efforts of Benin in its protection of the children.
· South Africa welcomed efforts made in the area of the right to education despite Benin’s limited resources.
· Mauritania noted the efforts made in the context of combating poverty and the protection of most deprived sections of society. It asked Benin about initiatives adopted to combat FGM and recommended to Benin to pay more importance to the schooling of girls in its education programmes, which would certainly contribute to combating FGM.
(iii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations
In the course of the discussion, the following recommendations were made to Benin:
· Recommended that Benin develop an awareness campaign to address traditional beliefs that are harmful to the rights of children, especially their right to life (Holy See);
· Recommended that Benin take further steps to establish and implement laws against domestic violence and the trafficking of women and children, and to ensure that existing laws prohibiting female genital mutilation are reviewed and enforced throughout the country (United Kingdom);
· Recommended to Benin to better apply the existing laws concerning trafficking in children and human being (Canada);
· Recommended that Benin promote the visit of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography which could contribute to the efforts of Benin in its protection of children (Mexico);
· Recommended to Benin to accelerate and strengthen its efforts to elaborate laws and policies to deal with female genital mutilation practices (Canada);
· Recommended to Benin to give more importance to the schooling of girls in its education programmes, which would certainly contribute to combat female genital mutilation (Mauritania); 
· Recommended to Benin to consider , with targeted international support, the extension of free education up to the secondary level; and to continue the information campaign in favour of admitting girls to school (Algeria);
· Recommended that Benin intensify its efforts to favour support and material assistance to the most marginalised families and the most underprivileged families to effectively guarantee the rights of children through a sufficient standard of living and the right to education inter alia (Belgium);
· Recommended to Benin to develop a national policy and further measures concerning disabled persons in order to give disabled children access to social and health services (Ireland);
· Republic of Korea
On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of the Republic of Korea: Peru, Egypt and Jordan. The delegation of the Republic of Korea was headed by H.E. Mr Kim Sung-hwan, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade of the Republic of Korea.
(i) Summary of the State Under Review – 

This section contained no reference to children’s rights.
(ii) Interactive Dialogue and Responses by the State under Review
· Indonesia valued the national efforts to promote and protect the rights of women and children, in line with CEDAW and CRC.
· The Democratic Peoples’ Republic of Korea noted the concern expressed by the Committee on the Rights of the Child in relation to limitations on freedom of expression and assembly of students.
· Turkey commended the Republic of Korea on its programmes to achieve gender equality and to promote children’s rights. 
· Canada recommended that marital rape, child abuse and domestic violence be criminalised, perpetrators be prosecuted and sanctioned, human rights training be provided for officials dealing with instances of domestic violence and child abuse, and that child-sensitive procedures be adopted during criminal proceedings involving children. Evoking reports that migrant workers face persistent discriminatory treatment and abuse in the workplace, women migrant workers and their children being particularly vulnerable to trafficking and sexual exploitation, Canada recommended that the Republic of Korea place special emphasis on women and children when formulating policies to protect the rights of migrant workers.
· Azerbaijan asked how non-discrimination is guaranteed, a concern also raised by the Committee on the Rights of the Child, given that the Constitution does not explicitly prohibit discrimination on specific grounds.
· The Republic of Korea did not view trafficking of foreign women as a large scale problem but the Government was nevertheless making every effort to prevent female migrants’ workers from being employed in sex industries or being trafficked. A certain type of sexual crime is subjected to investigation only upon complaint from the victim. But there are many circumstances, including cases of child victims under 13, where investigations are undertaken automatically.
· Egypt asked for more information on the widespread societal discrimination against children with disabilities, a concern raised by the Committee on the Rights of the Child in 2003, and measures taken or envisaged in order to combat this phenomenon.
· Italy recommended that the Republic of Korea urgently amend relevant legislation to expressly prohibit corporal punishment in schools and at home and implement educational measures promoting positive and non-violent forms of discipline.
· Ukraine welcomed the efforts aimed at raising public awareness in the field of human rights, as well as steps taken to protect children from violence and prohibit corporal punishment.
· Japan asked what measures the Government has taken so far to address violations of human rights on the Internet while protecting freedom of expression, given that wider use of the Internet has not only affected the privacy of individuals but also disseminated harmful information, such as discriminatory materials and child pornography.
· On the issue of aging and the low birth rates, the Republic of Korea, in order to prevent related problems, has come up with a comprehensive plan under which women who give birth and newborn babies receive support from various services. Furthermore, subsidies and services are provided to for single-parent families and families in which children are living with their grandparents as well.
· Regarding the issue of corporal punishment of children in the home, it is important to reflect the views of various sectors of society in order to amend legislation. Since 2007, the Republic of Korea has designated some pilot schools where corporal punishment is not practiced and alternative measures for student discipline in this regard are provided.
(iii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations
In the course of the discussion, the following recommendations were made to the Republic of Korea:

· To adopt relevant measures for legislative and criminal justice improvements in relation to concerns expressed by the Committee on the Rights of the Child in relation to limitations on freedom of expression and assembly of students (Democratic Peoples’ Republic of Korea);
· That marital rape, child abuse and domestic violence be criminalised, perpetrators are prosecuted and sanctioned, human rights training be provided for officials dealing with instances of domestic violence and child abuse, and that child-sensitive procedures be adopted during criminal proceedings involving children (Canada);
· To place special emphasis on women and children when formulating policies to protect the rights of migrant workers (Canada);
· To urgently amend relevant legislation to expressly prohibit corporal punishment in schools and at home and implement educational measures promoting positive and non-violent forms of discipline (Italy).
· Switzerland
On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Switzerland: Uruguay, Pakistan and South Africa. The delegation of Switzerland was headed by H.E. Ms. Micheline Calmy-Rey, Federal Councillor and Head of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs.
(i) Summary of the State Under Review – 

· With regard to violence against children and suicide, the scope of the phenomenon of sexual violence against children needs further comprehensible studies throughout the country. There are criminal statistics which do not show the full scope of the problem, as there is still underreporting on a number of cases. On the issue of adolescent suicides, a report approved by the Federal Council in 2005 revealed that the yearly 1,400 cases of suicide were above the world average. It is essential to strengthen preventive measures, in particular at cantonal level, with a view to reducing the number of suicides. With regard to the ill treatment of children, it was noted that corporal punishment is prohibited at schools. To the question asked on whether corporal punishment was allowed at home, Switzerland stated that the Federal Constitution specifically protects children against degrading punishment and treatment, and any physical punishment of a child is punishable and prosecutable.
(ii) Interactive Dialogue with the State under Review
· Algeria endorsed the recommendations made by the Committee on the Rights of the Child, in particular related to children asylum-seekers, refugees and migrants.
· Brazil stated that Switzerland replied positively to numerous human rights challenges, inter alia, on the rights of the child, disabilities, sexual orientation and right to education, but it would need to further focus on other challenges. Brazil enquired about steps taken to promote the rights of the child.
· India noted that in 2002, Committee on the Rights of the Child recommended that Switzerland establish a federal independent human rights institution in accordance with the Paris Principles.
· Canada noted that most of the juvenile offenders are treated as adults and recommended that offenders under 18 be treated in a different manner.
· Cuba enquired about the measures the Government intends to take to address the high suicide rate among juveniles.
· In response to the interventions, Switzerland noted that since 1996 an office within the federal administration coordinates work on the protection of children and informs of assistance. Research is undertaken, subsidies provided, and a free of charge hotline is available 24 hours per day to help young people in all cantons. Relevant departments at canton level dealing with health, youth, sport, education undertake measures, and cantons undertake initiatives to ensure better training of professionals to address violence against children.
· With regard to the children of Travellers and the right to education, Switzerland stated it is a challenge to ensure access to schooling in light of their nomadic lifestyle. Pragmatic solutions have included school attendance where the families spend the winter, and during the summer the children are provided with necessary school materials and interact with their teachers by correspondence.
· Switzerland makes constant efforts to provide information on human rights through education in schools, and by the use of websites and brochures.
· Iran expressed concern regarding trafficking of women and girls and their sexual exploitation. In particular, migrant women experience discrimination and are at risk of exploitation and violence. Iran recommended the formulation of a broad strategy to combat these phenomena, which should include measures of prevention, prosecution and punishments of offenders, and increased international cooperation.
· Regarding the protection of children, Chile was particularly interested in the work done together with NGOs and would like to have more details on how is the work structured between the authorities and the representatives of civil society in this respect.
· Italy wished to receive information on a concern expressed in 2002 by the Committee on the Rights of the Child on the age for criminal responsibility, which appears still too low. Italy recommended considering the explicit prohibition of all practices of corporal punishment of children.
· In responding to some questions, Switzerland noted that it has withdrawn a number of reservations, particularly to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and that it is a policy to regularly consider reservations with a view to withdrawing them when possible. At the moment, Switzerland will not adopt further legislation on corporal punishment, while further consideration to this will be given. 
(iii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations
The following recommendations will be examined by Switzerland which will provide responses in due time. The response of Switzerland will be included in the outcome report to be adopted by the Human Rights Council at its eighth session: 
· To treat offenders under the age of 18 in police custody and detention differently from adults (Canada);
· Regarding trafficking of women and girls and their sexual exploitation, to formulate a comprehensive strategy, which should include measures of prevention, prosecution and punishment of offenders and increased regional and international cooperation (Islamic Republic of Iran);

· To consider the explicit prohibition of all practices of corporal punishment of children (Italy).
· Pakistan

On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Pakistan: Azerbaijan, Saudi Arabia and Ghana. The delegation of Pakistan was headed by H.E. Ms. Fauzia Wahab, Member of the National Assembly.
(i) Summary of the State Under Review – 

· Pakistan stated that a core Human Rights Education Curriculum is being incorporated in different subjects at school.
· The reduction of poverty being an absolute priority, Pakistan highlighted measures that would be carried out in the health, education and food sectors. Pakistan stated that the challenge was to translate its promising economic performance in poverty alleviation, health and education improvement as well as employment and housing.
· Pakistan noted its strong focus on the protection of the rights of children. It highlighted that it was one of the co-initiators of the 1990 World Summit for Children that led to the accelerated ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. It’s National Commission for Child Welfare and Development together with the ILO and UNICEF has taken a number of steps for the progressive elimination of child labour and their rehabilitation. Pakistan also referred to its strong segment of youth population (over 60 per cent under the age of 25) and expressed commitment to utilise this potential aptly by massively investing in their basic, higher as well as technical and vocational education.
(ii) Interactive Dialogue with the State under Review
· Malaysia noted the efforts in the fields of education, health and rights of women and children. Highlighting that Pakistan is scheduled to achieve universal primary education by 2015, Malaysia enquired about measures found in the National Plan of Action for Education for All and the role of Madrassas in the plan.
· The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea was interested in receiving more detailed information on the technical and vocational education under Pakistan’s National Education Policy of 1998-2010.
· Slovenia welcomed the 2000 amendment of the Citizenship Act of 1951, providing nationality to the children of foreign spouses, and the Amendment Act to facilitate the prosecution of “honour killings,” but expressed concerns about its effective implementation.
· Referencing Pakistan’s already adopted legal instruments to eradicate sexual abuse and trafficking and the “Child Protection Bill”, Belgium noted that trafficking and sexual abuse of children is widespread and largely unaddressed. Belgium enquired about what concrete measures Pakistan will take to enforce current laws, and recommended (a) that Pakistan address more effectively address the issues of child abuse, child trafficking, sexual exploitation and involuntary servitude by strict enforcement of national legislation adopted in conformity with relevant international instruments, and through the adoption and implementation of a comprehensive action plan to combat these issues, including awareness- raising and education of parents, law enforcement staff and members of the judiciary.
· Noting that illiteracy is major challenge, South Africa asked about measures to ensure access to education at all levels to the girl child.
· Qatar noted the important measures taken to grant protection to minorities, women and children, noting in particular measures taken against trafficking and pornography, as well as its national policy for the decent living of the disabled.
· The Philippines encouraged Pakistan to ratify the treaties and protocols that have not yet been ratified and to continue to combat violence against women and promote the rights children, regarding which it notes the pending Child Protection Bill in Parliament and the Child protection policy being formulated, which it hopes will soon be adopted.
· Turkey noted the Child Protection Bill and the Child Protection Policy, including provisions for abolishing harmful traditional practice, revising the definition of the child and amending the minimum age of criminal responsibility. Turkey encouraged Pakistan to pursue these reforms and asked for an update on these initiatives.
· The Russian Federation asked how the draft law on the protection of children which will prohibit corporal punishment will fit with the provisions of the Criminal Code which allow corporal punishment in schools.
· Switzerland encouraged Pakistan to implement the draft law on the protection of children rapidly and to speed up the implementation of the 2000 edict for justice for minors.
· Cuba noted the National Plan of Action for Education. It noted the efforts made regarding child labour and indicated that these could serve as best practice for countries with similar problems, and in this regard, it requested information on the Government’s strategy to eliminate child labour.
· Regarding the education sector, Pakistan highlighted that both primary and secondary education are free. It also noted that when the State came into being, the literacy rate was at 13 per cent and that it is currently at over 56 per cent; that it has instituted vocational training throughout the country, aiming to make young people as skilled as possible. It highlighted nonetheless its need to improve the teaching skills of teachers, while noting programmes for reorientation and updated curriculum assistance. It noted that any assistance by the international community in the field would be welcome.
· On the issue of child labour, Pakistan re-stated that it was aware of the problem, the reason for which lies mainly in poverty, and added that this problem exists mainly in the informal sector, its incidence in the formal sector being negligible. The Representative noted a number of measures taken to eliminate this issue, including its elimination from hazardous industries i.e. surgical, tanneries, football and carpets.
· Azerbaijan noted the National Plan of Action for Education for All, the Ten-Year Perspective Development Plan 2001-2011. 
· Bahrain recognised the progress made in a number of areas, including health and education.
· Regarding gender equality and education, Bangladesh encouraged Pakistan to continue improving the situation of women through “pro-women” policies and inquired about the measures adopted to modernise the educational system of madrassas.
· Brazil enquired about the main steps and challenges to guarantee the rights of child.
· Noting concerns about the situation in prisons, particularly regarding facilities for female detainees and their children, and juveniles, Germany inquired about measures to protect prisoner rights.
· Morocco welcomed progress made in regard to education, health, employment and women’s protection, as well as efforts for other vulnerable groups, including children.
· Bhutan noted Pakistan’s progress towards meeting the Millennium Development Goals in the education and health sectors.
· The Syrian Arab Republic noted achievements such as the political empowerment of women, including the criminalizing of ‘honour killings’ and the provision of quality education.
· Finland highlighted the concern of the Committee on the Rights of the Child regarding low public expenditure on education and that international aid in this area has not been used in an adequate way. It asked whether Pakistan is still committed to increasing funding for education. It recommended taking urgent measures to ensure that adequate resources are allocated for education.
· Yemen commended Pakistan on efforts especially regarding and the rights of child.
· Iran encouraged the Government to increase its efforts and strengthen its policies in combating economic exploitation and sexual abuse of women and children, combating trafficking, especially of women and children, and requested further information in this regard.
· Italy recommended that Pakistan urgently adopt effective measures to address violation of children’s rights, in particular child labour, prostitution and trafficking and to consider increasing the legal age for criminal responsibility.
· While noting that Pakistan has achieved considerable progress in its efforts to eliminate child labour, Egypt requested information on any persisting challenges.
· Mauritius noted measures to uphold family values and to protect the rights of women and children, and highlighted investments in the field of education.
· Regarding Madrassa reforms Pakistan stated that there are 13,000-15,000 madrassas in the country, and it was wrong that this sector was ignored. The government is now very focused on them, the curriculum has been updated, and math, science, economics and history have been introduced. Pakistan indicated its hope that these reforms would have a positive impact on the students.
(iii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations
 In the course of the discussion, the following recommendations were made to Pakistan:
· To more effectively address the issues of child abuse, child trafficking, sexual exploitation and involuntary servitude by strict enforcement of national legislation adopted in conformity with relevant international instruments, and through adoption and implementation of a comprehensive action plan to combat these issues, including awareness-raising and education of parents, law enforcement staff and members of the judiciary (Belgium);
· Continue to promote the rights of children, with the hope that the pending Child Protection Bill in Parliament and the Child protection policy being formulated will soon be adopted, (the Philippines), rapidly implement the draft law on the protection of children and speed up the implementation of the 2000 edict for justice for minors (Switzerland);
· To take urgent measures to ensure that adequate resources are allocated for education (Finland);
· Zambia
On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of Rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Zambia: Senegal, Switzerland and the Philippines. The delegation of Zambia was headed by Mrs. Gertrude M.K. Imbwae, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Zambia.
(i) Summary of the State under Review
There was no reference made to children’s rights in this section.

(ii) Interactive Dialogue and Responses by the State under Review
· Algeria commended Zambia on the continuing efforts to ensure the right to education, in particular in view of the increase of girls and recommended that Zambia continue its efforts to improve its educational system and seek international assistance in this regard.
· Latvia noted with appreciation the adoption of several policies and programme to promote the rights and full equality of women, including in the areas of reproductive health and the legal and social protection of children and women. 
· The Russian Federation asked whether members of all 72 official tribes in Zambia had equal access to participating in State elections and receiving education, and whether tribal languages were also taught in schools.
· Austria asked about the status of compliance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) in particular with regard to the obligation to register children immediately after birth, the protection from all of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, and the implementation of a juvenile justice system. Austria recommended that juvenile courts and justices be established to enhance access to justice of children in conformity with their specific needs.
· Canada recommended that Zambia take measures to improve the situation of widows and girl orphans, including by ensuring protection of inheritance through the enforcement of legislative provisions.
· The delegation of Zambia responded to the questions raised, in particular on the question on sanitation facilities in schools, it referred to the existent water supply and sanitation facilities and programmes promoting new facilities related to hygiene in all schools.
· Regarding education, the delegation stated that in addition to English, seven local languages are taught in schools from grades 1 to 12, and explained that whereas private schools use English as language of instruction and no laws compel them to use the local languages.
· France asked for further information on measures taken to combat child labour.
· The Netherlands noted concerns by the Committee on the Rights of the Child on the number of children living and working on the street, particularly their exposure to physical and sexual abuse, prostitution and HIV/AIDS and recommended that a strategy be developed for the prevention and assistance to children living and working on the street in order to protect and guarantee their rights, involving community-based associations and other civil society organisations.
· As 90 per cent of the sentences in the country are handed down by local courts governed by customary law, Mexico recommended to train in human rights judges working in the local courts, administering Zambian customary law, in particular, in respect to the human rights of women and children and a gender perspective and to promote a flexible and effective system of reviewing sentences, so as to guarantee the due process of law.
· Germany noted that Zambia was not party to the Optional Protocols to the CRC, inter alia, and asked when Zambia intends to sign and ratify them and what concrete measures would be taken to better incorporate the provisions of those conventions into domestic legislation.
· Referring to CESCR concerns about the negative impact of extreme poverty on the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights, especially by the most disadvantaged groups such as girl children and those affected by HIV, Germany asked what measures were planned to improve the situation of these groups.
· Cuba expressed admiration for Zambia’s progress in economic and social rights, particularly in education and health, adding that being a developing country with financial and material difficulties has not been an obstacle to Zambia’s decisive protection of the human rights of its people. It congratulated the Government’s determination and efforts to attain the MDGs, its good legal framework and human rights institutions, and its progress in enrolling girls in schools. It asked what measures and actions Zambia had taken to achieve these results as a useful guide for other countries facing disparities in gender in the education system. It also recommended that Zambia share its experiences and good practices, which have enabled them to obtain significant results in the field of education, particularly in the access of girls to education and training.
· Malaysia requested information on the efforts to address the high level of child mortality.
· Italy also recommended that Zambia develop a national strategy for human rights education in the school system in accordance with the Plan of Action 2005-2009 of the World Programme for Human Rights Education, including the review and revision of curricula and textbooks, the training of teachers, and the practice of human rights in the school community.
· The Zambian delegation also referred to the training of local court justices, in particular relating to human rights of women. Through these trainings, Zambia hopes that local justices will be educated to deal adequately with laws relating to justice for women and children.
· On the question from France on child labour, the delegation stated that Zambia has ratified ILO Convention No. 182 concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour and that the Government revised the Employment of Young Persons and Children Act in order to ensure full implementation of the Convention. Through programmes sponsored by the ILO, measures are being taken to eradicate child labour, and the Government is currently considering a draft document on child labour. In

· terms of institutions, a child labour unit has been set up within the Ministry of Labour, which monitors issues regarding child labour and a national steering committee has been established, which is comprised of ministries, NGOs and other stakeholders that have child  welfare/labour-related programmes. The delegation underlined the importance of developing a multi-faceted approach, which requires concerted efforts of all stakeholders, and stated that child labour committees are being created that carry out awareness programmes.
· New Zealand noted that infant and child mortality has declined. It welcomed the positive steps taken to address maternal neo-natal and child health and would welcome any information on current levels of engagement with practitioners at the community level who are involved in the development of national strategies to improve health standard in these areas.
· The Syrian Arab Republic welcomed the Government’s efforts to implement national education services to increase the number of girls receiving education. 
· Azerbaijan appreciated the willingness of Zambia to comply with its human rights obligations, through its efforts in combating trafficking in persons. It commended Zambia on methods of eradicating extreme poverty and the measures taken in the area of education.
· The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya commended Zambia on the legislative reforms to ensure the protection of the rights of the child and the additional resources allocated by Zambia thereto and the adoption of a national plan for children. It recommended that Zambia continue its efforts to strengthen the rights of the child and protect them even further; in particular, the necessary resources should be earmarked so as to protect the weakest segments of the population, above all disabled persons, and assistance should be requested from UNICEF in that regard.
· The Republic of Korea cited the concern of the Committee on the Rights of the Child that Zambia lacks juvenile courts and juvenile judges and asked what measures had been taken to guarantee special protection of juveniles.
· Angola asked about measures taken to ensure the legal protection of women and children.
· Bangladesh with appreciation Zambia’s initiatives for the advancement of girl education.
· Concerning the rights of the child, Zambia responded that a child law reform secretariat within the Ministry of Community Development has been set up with the purpose of reviewing all child-related legislation to bring it into conformity with CRC and the African Charter on the Rights of the Child. The legal reform involves other line ministries, United Nations agencies as well as NGOs. Furthermore, a legislative audit has been completed and a National Plan of Action for Children on the Street has been developed to sensitise all stakeholders working in this area.
· Regarding child mortality, Zambia responded that it supports a countrywide child health programme.
· In terms of juvenile justice, Zambia stated that most cases are heard before a magistrate camera and some magistrates are now specialised in dealing with matters involving juveniles. The Juvenile Act, Chapter 59 of the Law of Zambia provides protection for children in conflict with the law and creates special conditions for the treatment of children in conflict with the law.
(iii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations
The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue have been examined by the Republic of Zambia and the recommendations listed below enjoy the support of Zambia:
· To take measures to improve the situation of widows and girl orphans, including by ensuring protection of inheritance through enforcement of legislative provisions (Canada);
· That a strategy of assistance and prevention be developed for street children in order to protect and guarantee their rights, involving community-based associations and other civil society organisations (The Netherlands);
· To continue with its efforts to strengthen the rights of the child and protect them even further, in particular, the necessary resources should be earmarked so as to protect the weakest segments of the population, above all the disabled persons, and assistance should be requested from UNICEF in that regard (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya);
· To continue its efforts to improve its educational system and seek international assistance in this regard (Algeria);
· To develop a national strategy for human rights education in the school system in accordance with the Plan of Action 2005-2009 of the World Programme for Human Rights Education, including the review and revision of curricula and textbooks, the training of teachers, and the practice of human rights in the school community (Italy);
· To consider developing a strategy that ensures that the experiences of community practitioners are taken into account in the development of its national strategies to improve health standards in maternal neo-natal and child health (New Zealand);
· To share the experiences and good practices which have enabled Zambia to obtain significant results in the field of education, particularly the access of girls to education and training (Cuba);
· Japan
On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Japan: Djibouti, France and Indonesia. The delegation of Japan was headed by H.E. Mr Yoshitaka Akimoto, Ambassador in charge of United Nations Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
(i) Summary of the State under Review – 

· Japan stated that it regards the Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction and the Convention on Jurisdiction, Applicable Law, Recognition, and Cooperation in respect of Parental Responsibility and Measures for the Protection of Children as effective tools for children’s rights and welfare, and will continue to study the possible conclusion of the two conventions by giving due consideration to, inter alia, the current social system, and the cultural situation of Japan.
· On the question of the marriageable age in Japan, it was explained that in February 1996, the Legislative Council of the Minister of Justice submitted an outline of a Bill to Revise Part of the Civil Code suggesting that the marriageable age should be 18 years for both men and women. Japan stated that this issue constitutes an important subject involving the marriage system and the concept of a family and since there were various opinions across all levels of civil society, close attention was being paid to trends in public opinion.
(ii) Interactive Dialogue with the State under Review
· Algeria recommended that Japan implement the calls by, inter alia, the Committee on the Rights of the Child to establish human rights institutions in accordance with the Paris Principles as soon as possible.
· Algeria also asked for information on how Japan proposes to address the issue of violence against women and girls.
· Philippines encouraged Japan to further develop appropriate strategies and programmes to counter the negative effects of ‘ijime’ or bullying in schools.
· China welcomed the implementation of comprehensive legal support and awareness activities, including on child abuse and child pornography. 
· Referring to reports indicating, inter alia, a high prevalence of gender-based violence and child abuse, Canada recommended that Japan continue to take measures to reduce the incidence of violence against women and children, inter alia, by ensuring that law enforcement officials receive human rights training, and funding recovery and counselling centres for victims of violence.
· Canada referred to studies showing that an increase in international marriages has resulted in an increase in complex divorce and custody cases and noted that there is no formal mechanism to deal with international child custody cases. It recommended that Japan develop a mechanism to ensure the prompt return of children who have been wrongfully removed from or prevented from returning to their habitual place of residence, and also examine the possibility of acceding to the 1980 Hague Convention on Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction.
· While recognizing measures already taken by Japan, Canada recommended that it continue its efforts to combat trafficking in persons with a special emphasis on women and children.
· With regard to measures to prevent trafficking in persons, Japan provided information, inter alia, on special provisions enabling victims of trafficking to stabilise their legal status, and that they are provided with medical treatment. An anonymous reporting line was established in 2007 to assist victims, and leaflets with information are published in nine languages. If victims wish to return to their home countries, Japan closely coordinates with interested agencies to support this and with other countries on these issues. 
· The Ministry of Justice has developed protection systems to address the issue of bullying in schools, including the establishment of the Children’s Rights Hotline and the circulation of Children’s Rights SOS lettercards to all elementary and secondary schools. The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology is promoting the activities of the local schools and the boards of education through such activities as the provision of guidance and seminars, organizing model programmes to solve problems of bullying and violence at school, and supporting the school counselling system.
· Japan noted that various foreigners’ schools, including Korean schools, are accepted as miscellaneous schools by the prefectures and that there is no discrimination between other miscellaneous schools and Korean schools.
· With respect to the international standards concerning the rights of the child and women, Mexico would appreciate information on measures that may currently be applied concerning civil rights and protection against violence and trafficking and the necessary support for these victims.
· The Netherlands recommended that Japan adhere to the 1980 Hague Convention of Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction.
· Brazil thanked Japan for its full support and participation in the Third World Congress Against Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents, to be held in Rio de Janeiro in November 2008. While recognizing measures taken by Japan in various other fields of human rights, it asked Japan about the main concrete steps taken in the promotion and the fulfilment of the rights of the child and of women. 
· Turkey noted the high legal standards in Japan for the protection of vulnerable groups, in particular children, elderly and the people with disabilities. It noted that there are specific legal provisions aimed to protect the children from abuse, prostitution and child pornography and encouraged Japan to take further steps related to recovery and counselling services for victims.
· Regarding corporal punishment of children, it noted that the existing law does not cover punishment at home and wished to learn whether there is any plan to extend the scope of the concerned legislation.
· Ukraine noted with satisfaction the measures regarding the rights of the child and encouraged Japan to continue its efforts in this area.
· Azerbaijan asked for Japan’s views on implementing the recommendation of the Committee on the Rights of the Child to amend its legislation to eliminate any discrimination against children born out of wedlock.
· Following the interventions, Japan noted significant changes including in the social environment, and that child prostitution, child pornography  and child abuse are becoming more serious and referred to measures taken in order to address such changes, inter alia, to recent legislation passed on these issues.
· Jordan commended Japan on the effort to establish a legal and institutional framework for the promotion of human rights and asked about the challenges that it faces in protecting the victims of trafficking.
· Italy noted that corporal punishment, although legally prohibited in schools, continues to be widely practiced and asked what measures had been taken to address the concerns expressed by the Committee on the Rights of the Child in this regard and recommended that Japan expressly prohibit all forms of corporal punishment of children and promote positive and non-violent forms of discipline.
· Japan informed that corporal punishment by teachers and principals is prohibited in the School Education Law and also that it promotes non-violent measures based on trust between the teachers and students. In the case that corporal punishment is actually carried out by school teachers, they are reprimanded through the appropriate procedures.
(iii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations
In the course of the discussion, the following recommendations were made to Japan:
· Consider ratifying/Ratify the Hague Convention on Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction, 1980 (Canada, Netherlands);
· Encourage the continued taking of measures relating to discrimination against women in particular to raise the age of marriage to 18 for women as for men (France);
· Continue to take measures to reduce the incidence of violence against women and children, inter alia, by ensuring that law enforcement officials receive human rights training, and to fund recovery and counselling centres for victims of violence (Canada);
· Continue the efforts to combat trafficking in persons with a special emphasis on women and children (Canada);

· Develop a mechanism to ensure the prompt return of children who have been wrongly removed from or prevented from returning to their habitual place of residence (Canada);

· Prohibit expressly all forms of corporal punishment of children and promote positive and non-violent forms of discipline (Italy);
· Ukraine
On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Ukraine: Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, and Guatemala. The delegation of Ukraine was headed by Mr Yevhen Korniychuk, First Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Justice.
(i) Summary of the State under Review
· It was noted that imprisonment was the main form of punishment and that certain offenders like minors, elderly persons and women could have more lenient sentences for less serious offences. 

· Education and teaching in mother tongue was used as a means of reintegration and adaptation to the Ukrainian society; approximately 15 schools in Crimea teach in Crimean Tatar language.
· According to the representative of Ukraine, violence against women and children was a global challenge that needed joint action from the international community. The Government of Ukraine identified three area of work: Changing social attitudes, changing legislation and creation of a comprehensive system of assistance to victims. A number of measures were taken: the prohibition of scenes of violence in mass media; broad assistance campaigns, creation of crisis centres, networks for the medical and social reintegration of victims, and preventive programmes available in all regions of the country. The prevention of violence against children and minors was seen as a major factor to obtain a lasting improvement of the situation. Training courses in schools, with the assistance of NGOs, could increase awareness and help in the development of a new culture.
(ii) Interactive Dialogue with the State under Review
· Azerbaijan noted Ukraine’s initiatives to protect the rights of women and children.
· Italy noted that problems of trafficking seem to persist and invited the Ukrainian representative to further elaborate on this. Welcoming efforts undertaken to ensure the protection of the rights of the child, including legislative measures and the establishment of the office of Children’s Ombudsman, Italy recommend to Ukraine to continue to assess effectively the protection of the rights of the child, including child trafficking, the fight against child prostitution and pornography and child labour.
· Italy recommended developing a national strategy for human rights education in the school system in accordance with the Plan of Action 2005-2009 of the World Programme for Human Rights Education, including the review and revision of curricula and textbooks, the training of teachers and the practice of human rights in the school community.
· With reference to concerns voiced by several treaty bodies as well as the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children about the remaining high number of persons trafficked for purposes of sexual exploitation, Austria noted important measures, including the adoption of legislation to prosecute the offenders under the framework of the States Programme to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings and asked about provisions for the protection of victims of trafficking and protection measures they might entail. Austria recommended to the Government of Ukraine to allocate sufficient funds for the implementation of the State Programme and establish training and awareness-raising projects for law enforcement officials dealing with victims of trafficking.
· Austria recommended to the Government to implement the recommendations of various treaty bodies as well as the national Parliament Commissioner for Human Rights to establish a separate juvenile justice system for children and youth in line with European and international standard as soon as possible.
· Ukraine noted that the responses to many of the questions were reflected in the national report. In 2005, a community council was created within the Ministry of Interior, bringing together national and international NGOs as well as OHCHR. It examines issues related to the prevention of violence against women and children, the promotion of gender equality in law enforcement agencies, the protection of the rights of citizens in detention, and the prevention of trafficking. Ukraine had adopted two national plans of action against trafficking, one in 1991-2001 on the prevention of the trafficking in women and children, and a comprehensive programme against trafficking in persons until 2005, to which a budget of 2.6 mill. UAH was allocated. The new State programme on the prevention of trafficking in persons until 2010 was adopted in March 2007, for which similar funds were earmarked. However, its budget was further revised, with allocations for 2009 increased by four times. The bodies responsible for combating trafficking are the Ministry of Interior, the Ministry of Family, Youth and Sport and the General Prosecutor’s Office.  

· On the question of establishing an ombudsman for children, Ukraine stated that the Constitution provides for the establishment of a single ombudsman institution to control Parliament in respect to all human rights. There is a separate unit for children’s rights within the Office of the Ombudsman, with separate components for boys and girls to ensure upholding gender equality. This institutional structure received the support of the Athens Conference of European Ombudsman. There are regional ombudsman offices in three regions and new offices will be opened shortly in half of the provinces. The Ombudsman submits its report and its recommendations to Parliament, which adopts binding decrees. The Ombudsman supports the idea put forward to create a body for the prevention of torture and the need to complete the establishment of a juvenile justice system. The representative also expressed appreciation for the assistance provided by Cuba to the children victims of Chernobyl.
· Legislation guarantees freedom of choice of language for education for the national minorities in Ukraine. The language of tuition is a decision taken by parents and children themselves, and the schools adapt to their demand. Of the some 4.6 million students enrolled in the secondary education system, there are around 860,000 students who receive education in Russian language, which correspond to the overall percentage of the population.
· Brazil noted with concern that the number of orphans and children without parental care is not declining and that every year about 20,000 teenagers enter Ukrainian orphanages. In this context, Brazil recommended that the Government of Ukraine work towards the implementation of the recommendations of the Committee of the Rights of the Child. Brazil also asked what concrete measures are being taken by the Government to guarantee the right to protection from all forms of family violence and human trafficking and what steps remain to be taken for the full implementation of the law on preventing family violence.
· Malaysia noted with encouragement the existence of various mechanisms to protect children’s rights and welfare, congratulated the Government on the significant decline in cases of crimes committed by juveniles, and asked whether the Government considers establishing a juvenile justice system in the near future.
· Mexico noted that CESCR expressed concern that more than 400,000 children under 15 are working in the informal economy and it recommended to Ukraine to intensify efforts combat child labour.
· Cuba noted the various praiseworthy programs and measures promoting children’s rights.
· Jordan noted with interest Ukraine’s initiative on declaring 2008 the Year of Support for National Adoption and Other Forms of Family Education of Orphaned Children and Children Deprived of Parental Care.
· Portugal evoked concerns expressed by CAT and the Committee on the Rights of the Child on allegations of torture and ill-treatment committed by law enforcement personnel and asked about measures taken to combat impunity and to ensure fundamental legal safeguards of all detained suspects.
· Ukraine responded that in 2007, the Ministry of Interior and the security services have established a separate unit to combat xenophobic acts and incidents of racist and other related nature. The interagency commission to combat racism and xenophobia is developing a set of recommendations for the Government to combat these phenomena, which include public awareness and education against racism, also with schools and higher education institutions, to foster tolerance among young people. More information is needed, including TV spots and leaflets/brochures. Churches as well take part in these efforts.
(iii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations
The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue have been examined by Ukraine and the recommendations listed below enjoy the support of Ukraine:
· To work towards the implementation of the recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child (Brazil);
· To continue to assess effectively the protection of the rights of the child, including child trafficking, the fight against child prostitution and pornography and child labour (Italy) ;
· To implement the recommendations of various treaty bodies as well as of the national Parliament Commissioner for Human Rights to establish a separate juvenile justice system for children and youth in line with European and international standards, as soon as possible (Austria);
· To continue its efforts to reduce juvenile violence and address the root causes of the problem (Cuba);
· To develop a national strategy for human rights education in the school system in accordance with the Plan of Action 2005-2009 of the World Programme for Human Rights Education, including the review and revision of curricula and textbooks, the training of teachers and the practice of human rights in the school community (Italy);
· Sri Lanka

On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Sri Lanka: Ukraine, Cameroon and Bangladesh. The delegation of Sri Lanka was headed by Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, Minister of Disaster Management and Human Rights. 
(i) Summary of the State under Review 
· As regards the issue of child soldiers, the Hon. Samarasinghe stated that the Government of Sri Lanka reiterates the position taken in its national report and emphasises its zero-tolerance policy supported by strong legislative measures. The Government was encouraged that the TMVP facilitated the release in April of 39 children held by the paramilitary group known as the Karuna Faction. The Government is pleased to note that UNICEF has recorded a drop of children held by the Karuna Faction from 164 in January 2008 to 76 at the end of April. Unfortunately the figures for the LTTE are not as encouraging. The Government has called on all groups that have used children in armed conflict to cease the practice immediately and to release all minors in their custody. 
(ii) Interactive Dialogue with the State under Review
· Canada recommended that Sri Lanka continue to take steps to ensure that those organisations, with which it is affiliated, like the TMVP, stop recruiting child soldiers and release them. It further recommended  that Sri Lanka investigate all allegations of extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions and bring the perpetrators to justice in accordance with international standards in order to combat impunity for human rights violations. Canada specifically referred to the public hearings of the Commission of Inquiry which implicated members of the Government and security forces in the murder of five boys in Trincomalee. 
· Bahrain noted Sri Lanka’s continuous efforts to eliminate poverty and strengthen the right of health and education. It requested additional information on the human rights concepts included in the school curricula and their impact on the quality of teaching.

· India noted the success achieved by Sri Lanka in providing free education to its people.
· Sweden raised the issue of numerous disappearances and child recruitment, not only related to the LTTE. In spite of numerous national efforts, impunity persists. Calls made for independent international monitoring of the situation has not yet been accepted by Sri Lanka. Sweden urged that (a) measures against impunity in relation to disappearances and child recruitments as well as (b) an acceptance of independent international monitoring be taken up as recommendations. 
· Belgium condemned the continued recruitment of child soldiers by the LTTE troops. TMPV, which remains close to the Government, also recruits child soldiers. It recommended to Sri Lanka to take judicial and other measures to put an end to the complicity of the army and police in the recruitment of child soldiers in zones under its control. It noted efforts underway with the assistance of the international community for the rehabilitation of child soldiers. The Special Rapporteur on the question of torture noted cases of child soldiers who were arrested and remain under the authority of the anti-terrorist department. Belgium recommended to Sri Lanka to step up its efforts for the rehabilitation of child soldiers – in particular through enhanced cooperation with the international community – and to adopt measures necessary for their rehabilitation in an appropriate environment.

· Nepal noted that despite the difficult situation resulting from the armed conflict, Sri Lanka has deployed resources in the fields of education and the protection of children.
· Luxembourg noted numerous concerns regarding violations of children’s rights, as well as conscriptions and abductions of children in the immediate vicinity of the official security sites. Luxembourg recommended to Sri Lanka to (a) pursue the ongoing inquiries into allegations of violations of children’s rights, such as conscriptions and abductions of children in the near vicinity of official security sites, and to adopt vigorous measures to prevent such grave violations, in particular in areas held by the government; and (b) take other urgent measures for the re-integration of children who have surrendered to the governmental forces asking for special protection and that are currently held in prisons. 
· Finland enquired how protection of civilians is ensured during the conflict and expressed particular concern for the situation of journalists and abducted children. 
· The Holy See commended Sri Lanka on the numerous national human rights mechanisms put in place and attention was drawn to the plight of the many child soldiers who are enrolled by the Tigers, but also, as confirmed by many reports, by the Karuna group, which seems close to the Government. The Holy See encouraged the authorities of Sri Lanka to investigate the involvement of the paramilitary Karuna Group of abducting children for use as soldiers. 

· Slovenia enquired what the minimum age for voluntary recruitment into Sri Lanka’s armed forces exist, and if so what it is, and about safeguards to ensure that recruitment is not forced. Slovenia recommended to Sri Lanka to investigate allegations of forced recruitment of children by the TMVP/Karuna faction and hold accountable persons found in violation of CRC and its Optional Protocol.  
· While noting the zero- tolerance policy for child recruitment and steps made to rehabilitate former child soldiers, New Zealand remained concerned at reports that child recruitment continues. New Zealand recommended that Sri Lanka take further steps to improve the effectiveness of its measures to combat the recruitment of child combatants and welcomed Sri Lanka’s comments on this proposed recommendation. 
· Romania noted the creation of a commission to investigate allegations of abduction and recruitment of child soldiers by various forces, and enquired about how it operates, results achieved, and other measures Sri Lanka will take to fully implement its obligations under Optional Protocol to CRC on the involvement of children in armed conflict. It recommended to Sri Lanka to investigate the role of security forces in child recruitment and hold those responsible accountable. Romania requested information on Sri Lanka’s intentions to combat child labour, the results achieved, and the lack of minimum age for marriage. 
· Italy recommended that Sri Lanka take further active measures in order to put an immediate end to forced recruitment and to the use of children in armed conflicts by all factions, including the Karuna Group.
· Poland enquired about steps taken to combat sexual exploitation of children and child prostitution, especially in coastal resorts. Poland recommended to Sri Lanka to ensure that its domestic legislation is in full compliance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
· Guatemala enquired whether there are any plans to alter the minimal age of criminal responsibility. 
· The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea noted progress made in providing essential services as well as the efforts to reach its Millennium Development Goals, especially to increase the literacy rates, school enrolment and health care outcomes. 

· The Republic of Korea asked about concrete measures taken to prevent the alleged abductions and recruitment of child soldiers. 
· The United States of America noted Sri Lanka’s struggle against terrorism and recommended the following: (a) demobilise child soldiers by assuring children serving with pro-government militias (forced or voluntary) are released and adequate resources allocated for disarmament, demobilisation, reintegration, repatriation and other activities to halt the unlawful recruitment of children; (b) Sri Lanka’s plan to address the forcible recruitment of child soldiers should be publicised and (c) Sri Lanka should work with international and domestic non-State actors to halt the recruitment and use of child soldiers. 
· Uruguay asked about measures to ensure that detained children, including those suspected of belonging to the LTTE and those who were forcibly recruited and escaped, are separated from adults and receive special care and attention. 
· Prof. Rajiva Wijesinha welcomed questions regarding education and language policy, since these would serve to make clear the commitment of the Government to pluralism and equitable development. Though for many years the Official Languages Act had not been implemented properly, this was now being promoted apace and over the last decade bilingualism through education had been implemented, while making English more widely available for reasons of equity. 
(iii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations
The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue have been examined by Sri Lanka and the following recommendations enjoy the support of Sri Lanka:
· Ensure that its domestic legislation is in full compliance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child (Poland).

· Step up its efforts for the rehabilitation of former child soldiers – in particular through enhanced cooperation with the international community and adopt measures necessary for their rehabilitation in an appropriate environment (Belgium);
· Adopt measures to investigate, prosecute and punish those responsible for serious human rights crimes such as the recruitment of child soldiers, in accordance with international norms and in a transparent manner (Sweden);
· Take judicial and other measures to put an end to the recruitment of child soldiers in all parts of its territory, and accordingly give further appropriate directions to the security forces and police to ensure their implementation (Belgium);

· Investigate allegations of forced recruitment of children and hold to account any persons found in violation of CRC and its Optional Protocol (Slovenia);

· Take further steps to improve the effectiveness of measures to combat the recruitment of child soldiers (New Zealand);

· Take active measures in order to put an immediate end to forced recruitment and use of children in armed conflicts by all factions (Italy);
· (a) Pursue the ongoing inquiries into allegations of violations of children’s rights in armed conflict, such as conscriptions and abductions of children anywhere and to adopt vigorous measures to prevent such violations; and (b) take other urgent measures for the re-integration of children who have surrendered to the governmental forces asking for special protection or who are currently held in prisons (Luxembourg);
(iv) Voluntary Commitments of the State under Review
In pursuit of its commitment to the further promotion and protection of human rights, Sri Lanka voluntarily makes the following commitments:
· As a part of its commitment to guarantee civil and political rights as well as economic, social and cultural rights of its people, Sri Lanka will continue to align its development strategy within the larger framework of promoting local values and social protection for women, children, elderly and differently-abled people and other vulnerable groups in society and respect for human rights and good governance.
· Sri Lanka will continue to take steps to safeguard and advance the rights of children through national mechanisms such as the National Child Protection Authority and the Ministry of Child Development and Women's Empowerment. Sri Lanka will also continue to actively support international processes that seek to advance the rights of the child. 

· Sri Lanka will continue to take steps that seek to advance the empowerment of women and women’s rights and gender equality at national level through the Ministry of Child Development. 

· Trafficking of human beings, particularly women and children, is emerging as one of the most urgent issues of today and involves the gross violation of human rights of vulnerable segments of the society. In line with Sri Lanka’s policy of open and constructive engagement with the international community and its commitment to enforce global standards, Sri Lanka will work closely with its partners to combat this heinous activity.
· Sri Lanka will introduce changes in both formal and non-formal educational systems to introduce and/or further develop the human rights content within these programmes with a view to nurturing a culture of human rights in society.
· France

On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of France: Zambia, Italy and Malaysia. The delegation of France was headed by François Zimeray, Ambassador for Human Rights.
(i) Summary of the State under Review
· Regarding Travellers (Gens du voyage), a consultative national commission has been established and includes representatives of the authorities and of Travellers (Gens du voyage), and measures have been taken with regard to residence, housing, access to work and right to education.
(ii) Interactive Dialogue with the State under Review
· Noting the legislative measures taken for the rights of women and children and concerning the fight against all forms of discrimination and intolerance, Cuba expressed hope that this legal structure will be found in effective policies to strengthen the concepts of inclusion, equality and non-discrimination and will apply in an equal manner to all members of the multicultural and diverse French society.
· Canada noted that France prohibits wearing the veil, be it religious or not, in its public schools while tolerating wearing crucifixes. Canada is of the view that wearing the veil is part of freedom of religion and recommended that France remove its prohibition on wearing the hijab in public schools.
· France stressed that there was no law on the religious veil in France; the law addresses the issue of distinctive religious symbols in public places, and mentions open religious symbols of any religion. In accordance with France’s conception of laicism (laïcité), public places, including schools, should not be places of confrontation, where debates that exist at the domestic or international level would be reflected, but places where tolerance is taught.
· The Czech Republic asked France to elaborate on measures adopted in reply to concerns expressed by the Committee on the Rights of the Child, CERD and UNHCR regarding the length of procedures for family reunification of recognised refugees and recommended that these procedures be executed with utmost speed to ensure the protection of family life of the persons concerned.
· Regarding the 2004 legislation which forbids employees and students of public schools to wear conspicuous religious symbols and the ruling of the European Court on Human Rights that the law banning religious symbols in schools did not violate the freedom of religion, the United States of America enquired about the impact of this law on religiously observant children and teachers, asked how many children have been expelled or teachers fired from school since 2004, and enquired about steps the Government has taken to integrate these children into society.
· Brazil asked how France assesses the law banning conspicuous religious symbols in public schools and its impact on religious pluralism and human rights promotion and protection.
· Highlighting that France is home to one of the largest immigrant communities, Bangladesh stated that France visibly chooses assimilation over integration in engaging immigrants in society, which has negatively affected the social values and cultural life of some communities. For example, the prohibition of the Hijab in schools did not promote religious freedom, cultural diversity or improve the relationship between Muslims with other communities but rather instilled religious intolerance and racial hatred. Bangladesh recommended that the Government review the law which prohibits the wearing of clothing denoting religious affiliation in schools. While appreciating the measures already taken to deal with the increase of trafficking in persons, Bangladesh highlighted that full success depends on a concerted effort of all three levels, source, transit and destination, and that the issue of demand at the destination, particularly regarding exploitation of women and girls in the sex industry in France, must be addressed.
· Indonesia also referred to the Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children, according to which in France corporal punishment is still lawful in the home, and to reports of cases of violence against women, and enquired about plans to improve the legislation.
· Referring again to the law on religious symbols and its impact, France specified that out of 48 cases, only two persons could not be provided with schooling.
· Referring to the alarming human rights situation in the administrative detention centre of Pamandzi in Mayotte, to the detention of minors, inhuman and degrading treatment, the impossibility for detainees to exercise their right to communicate, the absence of the right to health, Côte d’Ivoire asked how France plans to reconcile these conditions with the international human rights instruments to which it is a party.
· The United Kingdom asked for more information on what it is doing to address overpopulation in prisons, and to modernise its prison facilities, particularly with regard to juveniles.
· Despite measures taken in the area of the protection of the rights of the child, Chad stated that certain associations have been escaping the oversight of public authorities and breaching the elementary rules of law, and in particular the rights of the child; the case of the “Arche de Zoé” brought to light these failures by the public authorities, and asked what steps are being taken by France to prevent such acts from occurring.
· The Islamic Republic of Iran shared concerns expressed by various United Nations human rights mechanisms regarding: persistence and worsening of discriminatory practices; the unfavourable situation of migrants, especially migrant women, with respect to housing, employment and education; existing grave concerns about Law 2004-228 which has mainly affected certain religious minorities, notably Muslims, with discriminatory effects and has led to violations of freedom of religion and of expression and the right to education; increase in trafficking, particularly of women and girls, and also alarming incidents of child pornography and trafficking of children, prostitution and related issues. It called on the French Government to take the necessary measures to put an end to these incidents of human rights violations.
· Japan asked what political measures the Government is taking to ensure the right to work and education of immigrants and their families, and regarding deportation of illegal immigrants, what considerations are made for families with school-age children. In reference to concerns raised by CEDAW and the Committee on the Rights of the Child, Japan enquired about measures the Government is taking to combat trafficking in women and children and encouraged the Government to consider withdrawing its reservations to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
· Haiti welcomed the adoption of legislation concerning the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, prostitution of children and child pornography.
· Regarding shortcomings in the “Arche de Zoé” case, France noted that the case is being prosecuted in France.
(iii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations
In the course of the discussion, the following recommendations were made to France:
· To remove the prohibition on wearing the hijab in public schools (Canada); review the law which prohibits the wearing of clothing denoting religious affiliation in schools (Bangladesh);
· Tonga
On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of the Kingdom of Tonga: Nigeria, Qatar and Mexico. The delegation of Tonga was headed by His Excellency, Mr. Sonatane Tu’akinamolahi Taumoepeau Tupou, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Acting Minister of Defence and Acting Governor of Vava’u. 
(i) Summary of the State under Review
· Tonga is party to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and admittedly is overdue in its reporting duties.
· Any widow or eldest daughter may have a life interest in family land pending the majority or creation of a new male heir. As for child support, there is current legislation that covers the maintenance and support of children. Furthermore the cultural notion of the extended family often provides a social safety net and support for children in need. 

(ii) Interactive Dialogue with the State under Review
· Algeria commended Tonga on its high literacy rate and achievements in higher education. 
· Netherlands enquired about additional measures taken to ensure equal rights between men and women in the area of child support and inheritance. While noting that Tonga is party to the CRC and the ICERD, it recommended that Tonga take measures to ensure accession to the core human rights instruments such as ICCPR and ICESCR. 

· The Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Tonga to the United Nations indicated that regarding human rights education, as mentioned in the national report, human rights have been incorporated into social studies and in the studies syllabus. Currently the curricula for primary and secondary schools are being reviewed with the support of New Zealand and the World Bank, and she reiterated that the Ministry of Education is committed to incorporating human rights issues in the curricula.
· The Holy See commended Tonga on its educational system but was concerned at the “disparented” children and the so-called deportees and enquired about measures taken to reintegrate these children in the Tongan society. 
· The Czech Republic enquired about the measures adopted to fight prejudice and stereotypes undermining the equality of women in the fields of inheritance, ownership to land and child support, and recommended that Tonga submit regularly its reports to the treaty bodies of the conventions it is party to, like the Committee on the Rights of the Child.
· Turkey noted Tonga’s education indicators and the Tongan Education Support Programme. 

· Latvia welcomed the fact that corporal punishment is prohibited in schools, but noted that it is lawful in the criminal system. It enquired about measures Tonga is planning to take to prohibit corporal punishment in all settings. Expressing concern at the number of children having to drop out of school, it asked about the measures taken to decrease it.
· Regarding the abolishment of corporal punishment in all settings, Tonga ratified CRC in 1995, and has since then abolished corporal punishment in schools. The Tongan way of life is based on an extended family that sees children freely move and develop under the influence of extended family members with shared responsibility. Respect and dignity within this family unit are integral to social development. Violence against children is not tolerated in that village society.
· Commending Tonga on its longstanding attention to the education of children with special needs, Slovenia asked whether Tonga would consider introducing mandated provisions for services for persons with disabilities that currently do not exist and recommended that Tonga pay increased attention to persons with disabilities and their related needs. 

· Australia would welcome signing the Optional Protocol to CRC on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography.

· The Philippines enquired about the situation of “disparented” children. 

· Egypt noted that the realisation of economic, social and cultural rights occupied an important place in Tonga, citing policies of free health care for life and free education up to the age of 14.
· The Syrian Arab Republic highlighted Tonga’s serious attitude towards human rights, citing a UNDP report from 2006 on the importance given to primary education for children aged 6 to 14 and the fact that 14 per cent of the budget is devoted to education. It also cited the reduction in child mortality rates.
· Japan recommended that Tonga submit its initial report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child.
· Saudi Arabia noted the efforts of Tonga to promote and protect the rights of the child in all sectors and to provide education and basic health care in a comprehensive manner and free of charge. 

· On its outstanding report on the CRC, the Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Tonga informed that the draft report was in the final stage of consideration by authorities before its submission to the Committee. She also noted, on the question of “disparented” children, that in Tonga there were extended family and social networks able to provide necessary support for children whose parents are not at home.
(iii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations
The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue have been examined by Tonga and the recommendations listed below enjoy the support of Tonga:
· To submit regularly its reports to the treaty bodies of the conventions it is party to, like the Committee on the Rights of the Child (Czech Republic);
· To submit its initial report on CRC (Japan);
· Romania
On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Romania: Angola, Canada and Bosnia and Herzegovina.
(i) Summary of the State under Review 
· The Ministry of Education, Research and Youth issued an order formally banning segregation of Roma pupils and adopted a methodology for the prevention and elimination of segregation of Roma children in schools.
· As concerns protection and promotion of the rights of the child, the authorities placed great emphasis on reform and a large number of NGOs and charities have consistently assisted the Government and local communities in addressing issues relating to children. She informed on the newly established National Authority for the Protection of the Rights of the Child which intervenes in administrative and judicial procedures in order to ensure that the rights of children are observed. The National Authority for the Protection of the Rights of the Child has recently drafted the National Strategy for the protection and promotion of the child’s rights for 2008-2012, which is a comprehensive strategy for all groups of children, including children with disabilities. Recently, the Romanian authorities have started to address the challenge represented by the large number of children who suffer from the prolonged absence of their parents who left the country in search for job opportunities abroad.
(ii) Interactive Dialogue and Responses by the State under Review
· Algeria recommended that Romania continue to work on improving the situation of children’s rights, in particular Roma children’s rights in the areas of health care and education, and to work on the negative attitudes and prejudices by the general public, in political discourse and media presentations.
· Tunisia commended Romania on its efforts to promote the rights of the child and welcomed the National Strategic Plan for Children, the new national authority for protection of the rights of children and the existence of a high-level group consisting of government officials, members of Parliament, and representatives of UNICEF, the World Bank, WHO and civil society, set up to advise the Government on the implementation of a strategy ensuring that children enjoy protection in line with international standards. It recommended that Romania pursue its efforts to ensure the best possible protection to children, particularly the most vulnerable ones.
· Azerbaijan commended Romania on its comprehensive anti-trafficking laws and the enlargement of the Baby-Friendly-Hospital initiative. It asked if Romania could provide information about the state of affairs with respect to the visit of the Special Rapporteur on the right to education. Regarding a joint appeal sent by special procedures on the growing number of children trafficked and in sexual exploitation, it asked about obstacles to measures taken to address this situation.
· The United States of America asked what the Government has done to ensure that government entities responsible for the implementation of the 2005 child welfare law are aware of their responsibilities and are performing their duties in a manner as required.
· Welcoming Romania’s commitment to initiatives aimed at improving the human rights of the Roma minority, the United Kingdom remains concerned that Roma still do not enjoy full equality of access to education and asked about steps taken to address this issue.
· The United Kingdom welcomed the progress made in supporting children with disabilities, but noted that much still remained to be done.
· France encouraged Romania to better integrate Roma with regard to housing, health and education. On the rights of the child, it backed Algeria’s recommendations to guarantee better the rights of the child, especially the rights to civil registry, education, health and protection against violence.
· The Republic of Korea enquired about measures that have been taken by Romania to address issues related to the health of street children.
· Ireland recommended that Romania continue to take further action to combat the prevalence of HIV/AIDS among children and discrimination against people living with HIV/AIDS by providing adequate treatment and information.
· Mexico commended Romania on measures adopted to prohibit all forms of discrimination and progress made in the area of education and reform for better protection of children.
· Mexico recommended that Romania intensify its efforts to implement the recommendations made by the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography and the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants.
· Sudan sought information on legal and international cooperation and measures Romania is taking to harmonise the protection of children’s rights. It would like to benefit from Romanian’s experience in protecting the rights of children and protecting them from attempts of abduction abroad and deportation.
· Senegal sought information on the achievements of the National Authority for the Protection of the Rights of the Child and on the role this body could play in implementing the national strategy for the protection of the rights of the child.
· Turkey asked about additional measures taken to address child abandonment.
· Italy recommended that Romania develop a national strategy for human rights education in the school system, in accordance with the Plan of Action 2005-2009 of the World Programme for Human Rights Education, including the review and revision of curricula and textbooks, the training of teachers, and the practice of human rights in the school community.
· Romania responded that the national strategy on the rights of children 2008-2013 will be adopted. It is the first strategy that refers to all categories of children including children with disabilities.
· The Czech Republic sought further information on measures taken to prevent and fight trafficking in women and children and recommended that Romania strengthen the protection of victims of trafficking against criminalisation.
· Bangladesh asked about measures taken to implement the recommendations made by the Committee on the Rights of the Child.
· Philippines encouraged Romania to ensure that persons living with HIV/AIDS, especially children, can fully enjoy their human rights through, inter alia, equitable access to basic services and education.
· Germany inquired on Roma’s NGOs actively working to improve by mutual assistance within community network the situation of, specifically Roman women and children.
· Bosnia and Herzegovina made reference to information contained in the summary report with regard to a high number of children in the care of grandparents or other relatives, or who do not receive any care. It asked if Romania has a coherent national policy to address this problem and if the National Authority for the Protection of the Rights of the Child has developed programmes that address those vulnerable categories of children. It also asked if Romania will address this problem as part of its National Strategy for the protection of the child for 2008-2013.
· Japan commended Romania on measures to protect and promote the rights of children. It sought further information on concrete measures that Romania is planning to take to raise public awareness of trafficking risks. Japan welcomed Romania’s sincere efforts to implement a wide range of measures addressing the issue of discrimination against the Roma minority. However, it noted concerns expressed by the Committee on the Rights of the Child and CEDAW in that regard and requested information on how various institutions engaged in the elimination of discrimination against the Roma work together to implement strategic plans and measures in a coordinated way to address this issue in a comprehensive manner.
· Chile made reference to information in the compilation and the summary reports with regard to discrimination against Roma population, and while noting efforts in this regard, called upon the Romanian authorities to adopt strategies to improve the living conditions of Roma, especially women and children, through programmes that involve the Roma community and give them a sense of ownership.
· The Netherlands appreciated the response to the written questions and noted that integration and discrimination of Roma minority is a major challenge for Romania, especially in the field of education, housing, health care and employment. It recommended that Romania take further appropriate and effective measures to eliminate discrimination against Roma and ensure in particular their access to education, housing, health care and employment without discrimination, and to provide follow-up to the recommendations of the human rights bodies in this regard.
· The Russian Federation noted that according to the Committee on the Rights of the Child, cases of ill-treatment against children and use of torture by the authorities or health service staff are still widespread. It also referred to a number of concerns expressed by treaty-bodies regarding the high levels of domestic violence not only in respect to women but also to children. It recommended that the Government of Romania, inter alia, expressly prohibit corporal punishment in the home, school and institutions and to promote alternative methods of discipline. It referred to reports by the Committee on the Rights of the Child and UNICEF on child labour and recommended that Romania take effective steps to ensure implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and ILO Conventions No. 138 concerning Minimum Age for Admission to Employment and No. 182 concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour.
· While acknowledging efforts in combating trafficking, Australia noted with concern reports of continuing incidents of trafficking in persons, especially women and children. It sought further information as to how Romania is seeking to address this issue.
· The delegation of Romania responded to questions put to it. With respect to issues raised on trafficking of persons, it recalled that a comprehensive system was developed and is currently in place. With regard to the legal framework, all relevant international instruments have been ratified and translated into domestic law. At the institutional level, Romania has specialised units at the level of police and boarder police, a network of prosecutors and the Directorate of Organised Crime and Terrorism. At the operational level, Romania has in place a national strategy for the period 2006-2010 and a first National Action Plan has been already implemented. Discussions are under way for a new National Action Plan for 2008-2010. A national database has also been established in order to respond rapidly to the need of victims and there are approved standards on the assistance to victims. The National Agency against Trafficking in Persons also provides grants to NGOs to assist victims. Awareness and prevention campaigns which target children and women have also been developed. With the support of the US Department of State and the Embassy of the United States in Bucharest, Romania has developed a victim-witness coordination programme. Some trends have also been identified, indicating a decrease in the total number of victims of trafficking, a decrease in the number of victims trafficked for forced labour, and a decrease in the number of women trafficked for sexual exploitation.
· Regarding children of parents living abroad, Romania is focusing on prevention measures and also is offering best services in order to maintain them in their familiar environment. With regard to the issue of child abandonment, it indicated that the National Authority for the Protection of the Rights of the Child has concern in this regard and is working together with the Ministry of Public Health to establish obligations for all responsible institutions to be involved, including with the view to provide a legal identity for the children.
(iii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations
In the course of the discussion, the following recommendations were made to Romania:

· To ensure that people living with HIV/AIDS, especially children, can fully enjoy their human rights through, among others, equitable access to basic services and education (Philippines);
· To strengthen its efforts in bringing more equity in ensuring rights and opportunities of rural communities especially, ethnic minorities, women and children who live in those areas (Mexico);
· To continue to work on improving the situation of children’s rights (Algeria, Tunisia), in particular Roma children’s right in the areas of health care and education and to work on the negative attitudes and prejudices by the general public, in political discourse and media presentations, on police brutality and discrimination and to raise awareness of the need to improve the overall situation of human rights (Algeria); and to guarantee better the rights of the child, especially the rights to civil registry, education, health and protection against violence (France);
· To intensify efforts to implement the recommendations made by the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography and the Special Rapporteur on human rights of migrants (Mexico);
· To, inter alia, expressly prohibit corporal punishment in the home, school and institutions and to promote alternative methods of discipline (Russian Federation);
· To take effective steps to ensure the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the ILO Conventions No. 138 concerning Minimum Age for Admission to Employment and No. 182 concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour (Russian Federation);
· To develop a national strategy for human rights education in the school system in accordance with the Plan of Action 2005-2009 of the World Programme for Human Rights Education, including the review and revision of curricula and textbooks, the training of teachers, and the practice of human rights in the school community (Italy).
· Mali

On 28 February 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Mali: Mauritius, Brazil and Japan. The delegation of Mali was headed by S.E. Mr. Maharafa Traore, Minister of Justice, Garde des Sceaux.
(i) Summary of the State under Review
· In order to contend with the weight of tradition that perpetuated certain practices deemed harmful to women and children, Mali had focused on education and awareness-raising, rather than the adoption of laws that might not be implemented effectively if they did not have the population’s backing. For example, in order to combat excision, family violence and child labour, the Government had adopted programmes (National Programme to Combat the Practice of Excision, National Plan to Combat Violence against Women, Girls and National Programme to Combat Child Labour), which were currently being implemented and which were producing encouraging results. In order to protect vulnerable persons, the Government had set up the Ministry for the Advancement of Women, Children and the Family and a Ministry for Social Development, Solidarity and the Elderly. In order to improve the protection and promotion of human rights, Mali had requested the international community’s assistance in implementing its Social and Economic Development Programme.
(ii) Interactive Dialogue with the State under Review
· Chad welcomed efforts for the protection of women and children, however, noting the problem of trafficking in children which is a problem affecting West Africa, it asked what measures have been taken by Mali to address this problem. It also asked Mali to elaborate further on the reasons for the delay in the process of adopting a persons and family code.

· Tunisia took note of Mali’s efforts in the fight against child labour and trafficking in children, in spite of the persistence of customary traditions. Tunisia enquired about the strategy against cross-border trafficking in children and about the difficulties faced in its implementation.
· Cameroon encouraged Mali to intensify the measures for the protection of human rights, in particular those of children and women.
· The Netherlands further indicated that despite measures taken by the Government, female genital mutilation (FGM) is still widespread in Mali and recommended that Mali enact legislation prohibiting all forms of this harmful traditional practice in line with recommendations made by the Human Rights Committee, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the Committee on the Rights of the Child. Considering that article 116 of the Constitution gives precedence to international law, the Netherlands recommended that Mali further step up its efforts to bring earlier national legislation in line with its international obligations, especially in the area of women’s and children’s rights.
· The Czech Republic asked the delegation to further elaborate on measures adopted to eliminate harmful traditions and practices such as polygamy and FGM. It recommended the adoption of legislative and other measures, including awareness-raising campaigns, to discontinue the existence of harmful traditions and practices undermining the enjoyment of human rights by women. It also recommended the adoption and implementation of legislation prohibiting and criminalizing FGM.
· The United Kingdom welcomed Mali’s commitment to addressing discrimination against women and girls, noted the concerns expressed by various monitors that Mali has no legislation prohibiting and criminalizing FGM and recommended that Mali take further steps to combat all discriminatory and harmful cultural practices that prevent women and girls from enjoying their human rights. The United Kingdom supported the view of UNICEF that there is genuine political will to improve the situation of children and agreed with the recommendation made by the Committee on the Rights of the Child that Mali continue its efforts of systematically registering children at birth, particularly in remote areas.
· Referring to the bill to be adopted on a new citizen’s code, Luxemburg recommended that this code should, inter alia, establish legal equality between men and women with a view to abolishing any discrimination and all violence, including domestic violence suffered by women and girls, and legally ban FGM, and recommended that this bill be promptly adopted in Parliament.
· Japan asked what specific measures the Government had taken so far to draw up a comprehensive plan of action for children, as recommended by the Committee on the Rights of the Child. Finally, Japan recommended Mali to consider the practicability of enacting legislation prohibiting FGM.
· With reference to concerns raised by three treaty bodies (Human Rights Committee, CEDAW, and the Committee on the Rights of the Child) about the continued frequent practice of FGM and the lack of legislation prohibiting it, Switzerland welcomed the national programme to combat excision but stated that awareness raising must be accompanied by a law prohibiting it. Switzerland recommended that Mali promptly adopt appropriate legislation, which prohibits excision and all forms of FGM and ensures that all those responsible for excision are duly punished.
· While noting the reference made by the Human Rights Committee, CEDAW and the Committee on the Rights of the Child on the high incidence of FGM, Ireland asked what measures the Government has taken to combat it. Ireland welcomed the existence of the High National Council for Combating HIV/AIDS and the provision of free antiretroviral therapy but noted that the Committee on the Rights of the Child had raised concern about the high number of children infected and the lack of preventive measures. Ireland asked what action has been taken by the High National Council to combat HIV/AIDS.
· Canada made reference to the recommendation made by CEDAW to adopt legislation on domestic violence, which would include marital rape, sexual harassment and other forms of sexual abuse, as well as to recommendations made by the Human Rights Committee regarding the need for Mali to take the necessary measures to prohibit and criminalise FGM. Canada recommended that Mali take the necessary measures to implement the recommendations of CEDAW and the Human Rights Committee concerning violence against women and FGM. Canada also recommended the organisation of an awareness-raising campaign on the illegality and the medical consequences of FGM.
· The Democratic Republic of the Congo recommended the reinforcing of measures taken against trafficking children, in particular cross-border trafficking, and child labour.
· France enquired about measures envisaged to reduce inequalities between girls and boys in the field of education, especially in rural areas, and to combat FGM, especially in the criminal and educational areas.
· In reply to questions asked by several delegations, the representative of Mali noted that the questions focused on a number of issues. As far as trafficking in children was concerned, he said that an emergency plan of action to combat the cross-border trafficking in children had been drawn up and implemented in 2000 and 2001. A national action plan against trafficking in children for the period 2002-2006 had been prepared and implemented. Community surveillance units had been created to prevent children from leaving. Moreover, Mali had acceded to various regional and international instruments on the protection of children, particularly those aimed at combating child labour and trafficking in children. Bilateral and multilateral agreements had also been signed and a travel document that could be used as a passport had been introduced for children up to the age of 18. A cooperation programme between Mali and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) for the period 2008-2012 and a national programme to prevent child labour had been prepared. Order No. 02-062 of 5 June 2002, on the Child Protection Code dealt specifically with children’s issues.
· Malian policy on female genital mutilation centred on awareness-raising and education and was based on the belief that it was essential to obtain widespread public support for the eradication of such practices before adopting legislation. The results obtained from that policy, when compared with those of other countries that had introduced legislation on the subject, were encouraging.
· Sectoral committees to combat HIV/AIDS had been set up in all ministerial departments and in certain private enterprises, and a special programme had been prepared for children with AIDS and AIDS orphans.
· Mexico recommended that, together with sensitisation and awareness-raising campaigns, the Government also take the necessary legislative measures to prohibit FGM. Furthermore, Mexico recommended that the juvenile justice system be extended to the whole country and that alternative forms of deprivation of liberty for children in conflict with the law be created.
· Turkey encouraged Mali to speed up the process for the adoption of the draft law to suppress the discriminatory provisions against women and children, and to ensure the prohibition of FGM.
· Madagascar noted Mali’s responses to questions sent in advance but requested nevertheless more information on problems encountered in implementing the national programme to combat trafficking in women and children and on solutions and results obtained so far. To eliminate this scourge, which is developing disturbing proportions in Africa, Madagascar asked how Mali ensures that its actions can continue over time.
· Brazil enquired about practical measures taken by the Government to combat child labour, particularly of girls in rural areas, and to facilitate the reintegration of street children and begging children into the society. Recognizing Mali’s efforts to combat child trafficking, including the signing of cooperation agreements with neighbour countries, Brazil asked what practical measures the Government was taking to fight cross-border trafficking of children. Finally, Brazil recommended to Mali to implement effective measures to fight child labour and trafficking in children.
· Australia also welcomed efforts to combat FGM but noted with concern the high incidence of this practice, and asked for more information on efforts to prohibit this practice in law.
· United States of America noted Mali’s responses to questions on FGM and stated that it shares the concerns expressed by other delegations.
· Noting that the Committee on the Rights of the Child expressed its concern at the lack of specific legislation on the prohibition of ill-treatment of children, and suggested foreseeing the adoption of norms leading to a general prohibition of corporal punishment, Italy recommended that Mali adopt effective measures to combat all forms of ill-treatment of children, including corporal punishment. Secondly, Italy enquired about the results of the strategy implemented with regard to FGM and recommended Mali that reinforce the measures to combat this phenomenon.
· Cuba asked the delegation to further elaborate on the functioning of the community vigilant mechanisms on trafficking in children, as an example of a good practice to address this problem.
· Burkina Faso highlighted the progress achieved in the field of health services, with the adoption of measures to assure free caesarean operations and the treatment of tuberculosis and malaria for pregnant women and children under five. Burkina Faso noted that in the field of education many challenges exists, for which Mali needs assistance from technical and financial partners. 
· South Africa welcomed the establishment, in 2006, of a national human rights institution and enquired about best practices concerning the development of training courses related to children with disabilities, as well as their inclusion in the regular education system, as noted by the Committee on the Rights of the Child. South Africa recommended that Mali accelerate its efforts to increase school enrolment, including enrolment parity between girls and boys.
· The Republic of Korea referred to the right to food and asked whether the delegation could elaborate on concrete measures to overcome malnutrition and food insecurity affecting its population, particularly infants and children.
· Sudan mentioned the efforts made regarding the protection of women against violence and FGM. Noting efforts to address trafficking in women and children, Sudan expressed the wish that Mali pursue its efforts to combat trafficking in children and the sale of children.
· Congo recommended that appropriate technical and financial assistance be provided to Mali in the struggle against the phenomenon of children living and working in the street.
· Portugal expressed concern at the high percentage of illiteracy among women, and recommended that Mali enhance its policies regarding access to education in particular for girls. Portugal also expressed concern at the high incidence of certain practices that violate the rights of young women, such as FGM and forced marriages, and asked what laws existed to combat these phenomena.
· Bangladesh asked about specific measures that have been taken or will be taken in the future to increase school enrolment and to bring gender parity into schools, as stipulated in the Millennium Development Goals.
· The Syrian Arabic Republic asked the delegation to elaborate more on the pioneer project of setting up a Parliament of children. 
· Guatemala welcomed the efforts made to improve the quality of life of Mali’s population, above all the political will to improve the situation of women and children, in particular regarding access to health services and education. With regard to FGM, one of the worst traditional practices, Guatemala welcomed that the Government recognises that legislation prohibiting this practice must be adopted and also welcomed the creation of a national programme to combat FGM. Guatemala agreed that eradicating this practice will only be possible through awareness-raising, which must however be accompanied by adequate legislation and its efficient implementation.
· Replying to the comments and questions from various delegations, the representative of Mali confirmed that a project to set up children’s courts in other regions of the country was under way. On the subject of female genital mutilation, he reiterated that his country preferred awareness-raising and education to the adoption of punitive measures. In that context, the national programme to combat the practice of excision had been adopted in 2002 and a national action plan to combat the practice of excision was also planned for the period 2008-2012. Awareness-raising and education had led to a reduction in the excision rate from 94 per cent in 1996 to 85 per cent in 2006. As for the vulnerability and exploitation of rural girls who worked as domestic servants in urban areas, he pointed out that the Labour Code protected all employees. Nevertheless, he acknowledged that domestic workers should be covered by special provisions in order to give them greater protection. The Government, together with UNICEF, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), had launched and implemented a project chiefly aimed at informing migrant girls about their rights, organizing them in networks and offering them access to microfinance. Concerning trafficking in children, he said that the main difficulties stemmed from the cross-border nature of that phenomenon. Community surveillance units were intended to combat trafficking in children by calling on key local figures to bring their influence to bear and to prevent children from leaving their village and going to neighbouring countries. As far as prisons were concerned, he said that there were detention centres for women and children and that special areas for women and children had been created in all Malian prisons.
· Replying to the question about the low school enrolment rate and, in particular, the disparity of enrolment between girls and boys, the representative of Mali pointed out that the school enrolment rate had risen from 67 per cent to 77 per cent for primary education and from 30 per cent to 44.3 per cent for secondary education. Moreover, there was a national policy to encourage the enrolment of girls and a policy on school canteens. Despite the Government’s efforts and its steadfast political will to increase girls’ school attendance, the after-effects and weight of tradition still led to a disparity in school enrolment rates for girls and boys. The current Marriage and Guardianship Code provided that marriage must be based on mutual consent, and set a minimum age of 18 for boys and 15 for girls. Once the draft Personal and Family Code was adopted, it would set a uniform minimum age for marriage of 18 for both sexes and would abolish all the other provisions that discriminated against women and children. Begging by children in Koranic schools and by children from poor families was an infringement of the law. With regard to allocations for children, he said that his country’s efforts were proving inadequate because of the Government’s meagre resources.
(iii) Conclusions and/or Recommendations
The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue have been examined by Mali and the recommendations listed below enjoy the support of Mali:
· To reinforce the measures to combat FGM (Italy); to organise an awareness-raising campaign on the illegality and the medical consequences of FGM (Canada);

· To take further steps to combat all discriminatory and harmful cultural practices, including FGM, that prevent women and girls from enjoying their human rights (United Kingdom); to review all laws with the aim at eliminating all discriminatory norms against women (Germany); to take the necessary steps to reduce discriminatory practices and violence against women (France); to give high priority to reforming  discriminatory legislation in order to adopt as soon as possible the draft family code, taking into account the recommendations made by CEDAW (Switzerland);
· To further step up its efforts to bring earlier national legislation in line with its international obligations, especially in the area of women’s and children’s rights, considering that article 116 of the Constitution gives precedence to international law (Netherlands);

· To strengthen the national framework for the protection of human rights, including by the adoption of legislation especially for the protection of women and children (Czech Republic);
· To expand coverage and access to services that prevent the transmission of HIV from mother to child (Ireland);
· To reinforce the measures taken against trafficking children, in particular cross-border trafficking, and child labour (Democratic Republic of Congo); to implement effective measures to fight child labour and trafficking in children (Brazil);

· To adopt effective measures to combat all forms of ill-treatment of children, including corporal punishment (Italy);

· To accelerate efforts to increase school enrolment, including parity between girls and boys (South Africa); to enhance its policies regarding access to education, in particular for girls (Portugal);
· To extend the juvenile justice system to the whole country and create alternative forms of deprivation of liberty for children in conflict with the law (Mexico);
The following recommendations will be examined by Mali which will provide responses in due time. The responses of Mali will be included in the outcome report to be adopted by the Human Rights Council at its eighth session.
· To enact legislation prohibiting all forms of traditional practice of FGM in line with recommendations made by the Human Rights Committee, CEDAW and the Committee on the Rights of the Child (Netherlands); to consider the practicability of enacting legislation prohibiting FGM (Japan); to enact legislation prohibiting all forms of FGM (Ireland); to adopt legislative and other measures, including awareness-raising campaigns, to discontinue the existence of harmful traditions and practices undermining the equal enjoyment of human right by women; in particular to adopt and implement legislation prohibiting and criminalizing FGM as well as domestic and other forms of violence against women (Czech Republic); to promptly adopt appropriate legislation, which prohibits excision and all forms of FGM and ensures that all those responsible for excision are duly punished (Switzerland); to take, together with sensitisation and awareness-raising campaigns, the necessary legislative measures to prohibit FGM (Mexico); to ensure that laws combating FGM and forced marriages are compatible with its international human rights obligations and that resources are allocated, including through multilateral international cooperation, to fully implement such laws (Portugal); to take the necessary measures to implement the recommendations of CEDAW and the Human Rights Committee concerning violence against women and FGM (Canada);

· To establish legal equality between men and women with a view to abolishing any discrimination and all violence, including domestic violence suffered by women and girls, and legally ban FGM (Luxembourg).
