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2nd Session of the UN Human Rights Council

Up-date of the HR Council Working Group 

on Universal Periodic Review Mechanism (UPR) 

By Mr. Budi Tjahjono

A joint statement of Pax Romana with International Alliance of Women, Forum Asia, International Women Rights’ Action Watch,  


Mr President, 

1. Pax Romana welcomes the progress report of the Working Group on UPR. First, we wish to state that the very term, the Universal Periodic Review is rich in meanings and the task of deciphering it would go a long way toward the design, development and implementation of the mechanism. Any such mechanism has to be procedural with a clear and distinct outcome for the country under review. Being universal, it has to be all embracing and all encompassing; being periodic, it is not a one shot exercise rather a continuous endeavour; and being review, it goes beyond scrutiny including outcomes that have to be accompanied in a spirit of solidarity for any given country, respecting “nations large and small” equally. It would require a certain time span of gestation as it grows toward maturation. These notional understandings go beyond mere technical interpretation within the scheduled time scale.

2. In carrying out the UPR exercise, any form of expert advice through an independent collegial body would be valuable at all stages, prior to members of the Council become fully involved. Already, a number of states have clearly mentioned the need for an expert body, given the broad term of reference as well as looking at “objective and reliable information” as well as balancing the level of development and capacity needs of the country under consideration. 

3. Pax Romana would like to reiterate “the full involvement of the country concern” as stipulated in OP5 (e) of the resolution (GA 60/251). We would like to emphasise the need for a national focal point in relation to the UPR. Basically, it means that it is not merely a state-centric exercise involving only the executive arm of the government, rather all arms of the government, and above all the full and transparent participation of the people of the country concerned including the NGOs (including NGOs without ECOSOC status), National Human Rights Institutions (NHRI’s), parliamentarians, civil society, the media and other non-state actors. All these actors should be involved in each step of the consideration of UPR, starting from the information gathering up to the implementation of the follow up.  

4. In being participatory, the UPR could achieve a better public profile with definite prospects of achieving its purpose and objectives. Currently, existing mechanisms do not command the mobilisation of public opinion in order to achieve its results. In today’s given the enormous untapped potential of the information technologies, specifically the visual media, is crucial in canvassing the public opinion. This calls for a transparent, participatory approach even its embryonic stages of design and development of the UPR. Moreover, the UPR is being designed in a contemporary world where the contextual and the conjunctional are totally different to manifest the shared responsibilities so that all peoples and nations, families, communities and individuals and groups will fully enjoy all the rights, enhancing the chances of lasting peace and security, by its very nature and scope. All countries with the full involvement of all member states would have sustainable systems of protection as well as preventing the preventable.

Thank you Mr. President.

