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Introduction and Objectives

1. Introduction

Sexual abuse and commercial exploitation of children have been emerged as a concerned and discussing matter globally. Different researches and consultations demonstrated - although there have been a number of studies on child sexual abuse and exploitation like prostitution, pornography, trafficking for sexual purpose etc., it is not possible to be acquainted with in-depth expose of forms of sexual abuse. In addition, the empirical evidence also shows that men and women and sometimes children themselves exploit children sexually in different ways, for different purposes and in various contexts, which are remained extremely hidden and are mostly reluctant to disclose or regarded as slight look up its intensity and actions against CAS and CSEC in most cases by governmental and non-governmental actors. It is obvious that sexual abuse, especially commercial forms of sexual abuse of children is disturbingly hidden in society, which creating obstructs to address in effective manner. 

It is estimated that there are approximately 10,000 to 29,000 victims of CSEC in Bangladesh
. 100,000 to 150,000 women are involved in floating and brothel based sex work
. A daily national paper named Sangbad, Bangladesh reported on 20th December 2005 that each month 100 children and above 50 women are trafficked from the country. A survey of International Organization of Migration (IOM) revealed that each year 20 thousands women and children are being trafficked from Bangladesh. The survey report of Mass Line Medial Center has revealed that the incidences of trafficking are occurring higher across the bordering areas of North and South Western Parts of Bangladesh (reported by Daily Shangbad on 3rd July 2006). It is also reported that most of trafficking of women and children are occurring for sexual purposes as hidden strategies corrupting the government and community people. The situation is the production of various factors affecting the population in various ways. 

The increased polarisation of wealth, diverse and unequal development conditions between rural and urban setups, recurrent natural disaster and gradual decline in the economic situation in the country are breaking the surviving conditions of the people. Conflict in family and the despoliation and dislocation of families make the children vulnerable breaking psychosocial care and protection towards them. Marginalization, economic hardship and injustice resort the children to hazardous forms of works, such as sex work as a means of survival. Their survival strategy renders them vulnerable to all forms of exploitation and abuse. The entrapment of children for all forms of exploitation takes them on a course from one part to another in or outside the country.                                                                                                                                                                             

In the country, the issue of sexual abuse and exploitation of children, especially commercial sexual exploitation of children is disclosed as committing violence only on girls and women. But the extent and diversity of sexual abuse and exploitation on boys are overlooked seriously. A situational analysis on the prostitution of boys in Bangladesh, conducted by ECPAT International and INCIDIN Bangladesh in 2004, indicated that young boys living on the street, migrant boys and boys working as child labourers are especially vulnerable to sexual exploitation. The research notes that the issues of male to male sex and the taboos surrounding it have led to silence and indifference towards sexual crimes against boys. The study also reveals that for many men their first sexual experience with another male was forced. The same study estimated that the average age of entry into prostitution was around 12 years old, with many boys having been sexually exploited at a much younger age, some as early as 8 years old (ECPAT, 2006, p-13). But the study was conducted covering the areas of the two divisional cities named Dhaka and Chittagong. 

The empirical and programmatic evidences have revealed that the prostitution of boys is organized in a network with separate languages within them in all spheres of the country. As the prostitution of boys is mostly unrecognized and unaccepted socially, culturally, and in legal framework of the country, its dynamics and extant is remained as hidden hampering its intervention. In addition, as the victims of prostitution of boys suffer acute social exclusion and mostly reluctant to acquaint them with public spheres, so the prostitution of boys is considered as an inconsequential issue remaining as hidden in public arenas. The socio-cultural and political aspects hamper the government and development agencies to address the issue of prostitution of boys. In this regard, the study has been conducted under the following concerned areas. 

2. Objectives of the Study 

The general objective of the study is to explore the situation and vulnerabilities of boys to prostitution in socio-economic, cultural and political settings. The specific objectives of the study are

· To assess the vulnerability of the children in different settings

· Find out the causes and scope behind sexual abuse and prostitution of boys.

· Address the community response in cultural dimension on the prostitution of boys and

· To determine the community cares for the victims of sexual abuse and exploitation and who are at risk in preventive and curative approaches.  

3. Rationale and Importance of the study

The empirical evidence stated that the boys who are engaged in restaurants works, hotel boys, boys engaged in transport sector and street working boys are the victims of prostitution or at risk like situation of being forced in sexual interaction by older penetrator. Another thing is that the boys who are engaged in goods smuggling as carrier in extreme border belt region are at risk of sexual abuse and exploitation by cross border undocumented migration and trafficking. Different published report has put the number of street children in Bangladesh at approximately two million, most of them are observed in the divisional cities of the country. The sexual abuse and exploitation of the children is rampant. Rajshahi city is a divisional city where about 10814
 numbers of children are in street situation, which is the third largest quantity of street children after Dhaka and Chittagong. Those children are working as labourer, hotel boy, petty business, shop helper, begging, vendor, workshop helper, restaurant helper, mechanic helper, tokai, etc. It reported that children are coerced into massaging adults and are forced to engage in sexual activities in market places, parks, railway stations, and boat and bus terminals. In this perspective, it is aimed to assess the vulnerability of the boy children in different settings along with finding out the causes and extent of sexual abuse and prostitution of boys.

It is another issue to address the community response in cultural dimension on the prostitution of boys with determining the community care system for the victims of sexual abuse and exploitation and who are at risk. Because, due to socio-cultural perspective, very conservative societal value system and strict social taboo, the issue of the prostitution of boys is largely unaccepted, remained unbelief, reluctant, unreported and unrecognized in the community. On the other hand, boys involved in prostitution are passing their lives in traumatic and stigmatic situation and even death. It is noted that through the study, it has addressed the issue of prostitution of boys among the civil society and community as a social problem. It has explored the situation of prostitution of boys in Rajshahi for getting a clear picture concerning this issue. Besides, the objectives of the study are helpful to determine and develop the community care system. As national and international agenda, it will address the national level advocacy to legal framework of the national plan of action for sexually abused and exploited boy children, including trafficking. It will be effective documents to take up the basic strategic document for policy dialogue with the governmental officials to bring about institutional changes in favour of the sexually exploited boys.  
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Methodology of the Study

The study was aimed to explore a qualitative analysis addressing the situation of prostitution of boys and assessing the vulnerability of boys relating to sexual abuse and exploitation. It has covered the areas of Rajshahi city and land port areas of Chapai Nawabgonj District, which purposely intends to explore the situation of vulnerabilities of prostitution of boys in socio-cultural settings. The study is an analytical framework exploring the extent and dynamic of sexual abuse and exploitation of boys. It is also aim to determine the community cares towards the victims of sexual abuse and exploitation and boys who are at risk like situation to be victimized to such violations. A numbers of research methods have been brought into play to scrutinize the study findings and reach its purposes.   

Data Collection Area 

The study has been conducted covering a numbers of areas of Rajshahi city (divisional city of the northern region of Bangladesh situated at border belt area of Bangladesh and India) and land port areas of Chapai Nawabgonj district, 60 Km. away from the Rajshahi city. In the Rajshahi city, the data collection areas include a) Railway Station, b) Bus stand, c) Riverbank of Padma and its adjacent slums, d) Shaheb Bazar Areas. The land port areas of Chapai Nawabgonj district included different spots in the area. 

Data Type

The study was basically the qualitative analysis but presented as quantitative where it is possible. Both primary and secondary sources of information have been used to induce the consistence of the study relating to vulnerability. The primary data have been collected through field based data collection techniques. The secondary data have covered the research studies and reports on sexual abuse and exploitation and also the documents of international, regional and national instruments. 

Data/Kew Informant 

· Boys of 10 – 18 years old living in or around the study areas

· Adult working group members, leader of workers, members of union of ‘Koli’ and other worker working in the areas

· Peer and experiential youth

· World commissioner of City Corporation

· Members of Law Enforcing Agencies 

· Locally Elected Bodies and Community Leaders

· Local club members and members of community based organization, youth club

Techniques of data collection 

The primary data was collected using rapid assessment techniques, which includes a) In-depth Interviews by Semi-structure Schedule, b) Focus Group Discussion (FGD), c) Observation and d) Tea Stall and Informal Discussions. The data were collected by conducting meeting or session with some selected NGOs. Apart from the primary collection of data, the research team reviewed different published documents on the issue of CSA, CSEC and prostitution of boys. 

a) In-depth interviews by semi-structure schedule: The data have been collected by in-depth interviews with the boys who are sexual abused and exploited, prostitutes of boys and the boys who are in street situation but has experience of sexual abuse. The in-depth interview was conducted with 110 numbers of victims of boys (75 in Rajshahi city and 35 in land port areas) with predetermined semi-structure schedule. In-depth interview was also conducted with the exploiters, who are mainly known as Penetrators or Panthi. Through the in-depth interview with the respondents, it has been assessed the vulnerability of boys, worst forms of child rights violations, and assess nature and dynamics and determine the situation of sexual abuse and exploitation of boys. 

b) Focus Group Discussion (FGD): FGDs were conducted with the boys, who are sexually abused and exploited, peer and experiential youth, to assess the nature and dynamics and situation of sexual abuse and exploitation of boy children. Through the FGD, it is also assess the community perspective and response towards SAEC. FGDs were conducted with a predetermined schedule       

c) Observation: Field visit was conducted to observe the real sights of boys working, sleeping and moving in street situation aiming to find out vulnerable situation affecting the children in abuse, exploitation and trafficking. Observation technique of data collection was viewed to watch behavioral approach of the boy victims and exploiters in the context of street situation.       

d) Tea Stall Discussions: Tea stall discussions were conducted with different stakeholders to address the community response and belief of the issues of sexual abuse and exploitation of boys and the boys engaged in sex selling markets

e) Informal Discussions: Informal discussions were conducted with the stakeholders, especially care givers, duty bearers to determine the protective and preventive methods to combat sexual abuse, exploitation and trafficking of boys.  

Sample and Sample Size of the study

The sample of the study included a) CSE boys, b) pimps who live on the CSE boys, c) the representative of NGOs who work with prostitution, and d) the children in hazardous condition (street situation, labourer, hotel boy, petty business, shop helper, begging, vendor, workshop helper, restaurant helper, mechanic helper, Tokai etc.). The need based sample size was followed. 

Study Team

The core research team is consisting of mainly four members (one researcher, three data collectors). But the children of drop-in-center were involved in collecting data as supporter to the researcher team. It is mentionable that the children who are basically old aged were made involved in the research work for data collection. The researcher provided orientation to the data collector team (consisting of three data collectors and the children) on data collection.      

Data Presentation and Analysis 

The research is the qualitative analysis with systematic and analytical description of the collected facts. The collected data have been presented in compilation of the outputs of different methods of data collection.    

After completing the field investigation, all the questionnaires were edited and some errors were detected and corrected accordingly. Output in the forms of Tables and Figures were taken and were analyzed carefully. The qualitative analysis has been made through systematic and analytical description of the collected facts. 
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Conceptual Framework of the Study

The study is a situation analysis on the prostitution of boys assessing the vulnerability of boys who are exposed to sexual abuse and sex selling objects and targeted by exploiters. It has also focussed on exploitation of boys committed solely by homosexual men in Kothi-Panthi framework. It is clear that the issue of the prostitution of boys is a serious one that has yet received the adequate attention by the government and development actors. However, it is so critical to address the prostitution of boys in the persistent realistic socio-cultural framework exploring the nature and dynamics of boys in prostitution understandable because of defining the prostitution in gender identity. For the study purposes, so it needs to define prostitution of boys and the key words related to prostitution of boys. 

Child

Every boy and girl under the age of eighteen years, a period of childhood accorded special consideration in human rights terms (UNHR Art 16b), characterized as a period of evolving capabilities and of vulnerabilities relative to those of adults.
 Under article 1 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989 a child is defined as

….every human being below the age of 18 years unless, under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier.  
Here, the children of boys aged 5-18 have been considered for this study. 

Violence against Children (VAC)

There is no universally accepted definition of violence against children (VAC). But it is regarded that VAC includes a wide range of behaviors against children beyond their best interests and affecting them physically, mentally and sexually. It is generally taking place between a child and an older person. The behaviors erotically arouse the older person, generally without consideration for the reactions or choices of the child and without consideration for the effects of the behavior upon a child. Different reports and studies entail violence as 

All forms of physical, mental and sexual violence, injury and abuse harming children’s body and mind, neglect or bad treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, including sexual abuse and exploitation (child prostitution, child pornography), trafficking of children for the purpose of trade and sale.     

A definition proposed by the Advisory Panel for the UN study on Violence against Children is as 

Violence includes all forms of physical/mental (psychological/psychosocial) and sexual violence to children in the form of abuse, neglect, exploitation, as act of commission or omission of direct or indirect forms, that endanger or harm the child’s dignity, physical, psychological, or social status, or development. 

VAC may be committed by individuals, single or collectively, who by their characteristics such as age, status, knowledge, structural forms of community are in a position of differential powering situation that are falling a child into vulnerable situations leaving out them from enjoying their rights.

Child Abuse

Child abuse is any form of violence against children. The concept varies from country to country and society to society according to its magnitude and intensity. Every child, despite its individual differences and uniqueness is to be considered of equal intrinsic worth, and hence it should be entitled to equal social, economic, civil and political rights, so that the child can be fully protected and enjoy its basic needs for its survival and development, realize its inherent potential and share equally in life, liberty and happiness. In this context, child abuse has been defined by following and considering the different literature. And as a general guide point of view, child abuse is defined as

Any act of commission or omission that endangers or impairs a child's physical and psychological health and development. Such act is judged on the basis of a combination of community standards and professional expertise to be damaging. 

Child Sexual Abuse

Child sexual abuse is the sexual exploitation or victimization of a child by an adult, adolescent, or older child. Sexual Abuse of a child can be defined as ‘contacts or interactions between a child and older or more knowledgeable child or adult, such as a stranger, sibling or parents, where the child is being used as an object of gratification for the abuser's sexual desires or needs. These actions are carried out by force, threats, bribes, trickery or pressure. Sexually abusive activities do not necessary involve bodily contact between abuser and the child. Abusive activities could include exhibitionism or voyeurism, such as an adult watching child undressed or encouraging or forcing children to engage in sexual activities with one another, while the abuser observes or films such activities.
 UNICEF has defined Child Sexual Abuse as 

The involvement of a child in a sexual activity to which he or she is unable to give informed consent (and may not fully comprehend), or for which the child is not developmentally prepared and cannot give the consent, or which violates the laws or social taboos of society. 

Child Sexual abuse is broadly defined by “Save the Children Final Policy” as 

The “imposition of sexual acts, or acts with sexual overtones, by one or more persons on a child”. Here, child sexual abuse refers to a range of activities: touching and fondling a child's genitals with or without penetration, forcible intercourse with penetration of child's vagina or anus by a penis or other object (rape and sodomy respectively) regardless of ejaculation. It includes exposing children to adult sexual activity or pornographic moves and photographs, making lewd comments about the child's body, having children pose, undress or perform in a sexual fashion on film or in person or peeping into bathrooms or bed rooms to spy on a child (voyeurism). The definition also includes fondling of breasts, oral sex and penetration of a child with or without the child's consent by an adult who is in some position of trust or power. 

The sum and substance, child sexual abuse includes a range of behaviors, including vaginal, anal, or oral penetration, fondling, exhibitionism, prostitution, and photographing a child for pornography.

Sexual Exploitation of Children

The Declaration from the First World Congress against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children defines commercial sexual exploitation as 
“Sexual abuse by the adult and remuneration in cash or kind to the child or a third person or persons. The child is treated as a sexual object and as a commercial object. The commercial sexual exploitation of children constitutes a form of coercion and violence against children, amounts to forced labour and a contemporary form of slavery.

The UNICEF definition further links child sexual abuse to sexual exploitation: 

Child sexual abuse becomes sexual exploitation when a second party benefits through a profit or through a quid pro quo through sexual activity involving a child. This may include prostitution, brothel and street-based sexual exploitation, trafficking for sexual purposes and child pornography.

The commercial sexual exploitation of children consists of criminal practices that demean and threaten the physical and psychosocial integrity of children. The Declaration and Agenda for Action against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children is a groundbreaking instrument that defines the commercial sexual exploitation of child as: 

“A fundamental violation of children’s rights. It comprises sexual abuse by the adult and remuneration in cash or kind to the child or a third person or persons. The child is treated as a sexual object and as a commercial object. The commercial sexual exploitation of children constitutes a form of coercion and violence against children, and amounts to forced labour and a contemporary form of slavery.”
     

The primary, interrelated forms of commercial sexual exploitation of children – often referred to as CSEC – are prostitution of children, child pornography and trafficking of children for sexual purposes. Other forms include child sex tourism, and in some cases, child marriage. Children can also be commercially exploited in other, less obvious ways, such as through domestic servitude or bonded labour. In these cases, a child is contracted to provide work but the employer believes that the child can also be used for sexual purposes.  

Prostitution of Children 

Prostitution is an arrangement of sexual intercourse, based on commercial basis where generally the male partners pay for the gratification received. Women or children though gratify the sexual hunger of the males are usually deprived of their personal dignity and social respect, in the society. Thus the definition cannot be complete in a single dimension. Thus prostitution is defined by Farely (2000) with many inhuman acts in addition to buying sex, such as rape, battering, verbal abuse, violence, childhood sexual abuse, means of maintaining male domination of women, etc. ( Hossain, Habib & Imam, 2004). The international Encyclopedia of Social Sciences defines prostitution as the 

“granting of sexual access on a relatively indiscriminate basis for a payment either in money or in goods, depending on the complexity of the local economic system payment is acknowledged to be for a specific sexual performance.”  

The prostitution of children occurs when someone benefits from a commercial transaction in which a child is made available for sexual purposes. Children may be controlled by an intermediary who manages or oversees the transaction, or by an exploiter, who negotiates directly with a child. Children are also involved in prostitution when they engaged in sex in return for basic needs such as food, shelter or safety, or for favors such as higher grades at school or extra pocket money to purchase consumer goods. These acts may occur in many different locations such as brothers, bars, clubs, homes, hotels or on the street.
 

Gradually, the practice of prostitution take various forms and arrangements which include places of availability, rate, glamour, and associated persons, pimps, shelter, and connection with law enforcing agency. Khan and Arefeen (1998) identified several ways. The types f prostitution were broadly categorized under four main groups – brothel prostitution, hotel prostitution, prostitution carried on in rented houses by small groups of girls, and floating/street/slum prostitutes. The prostitutes in Bangladesh are generally categorized into street prostitute, home based prostitute, brothel prostitute, and hotel based prostitute (Hossain, Habib & Imam, 2004). 

The key issue is not that children make a choice to engage in prostitution in order to survive or to buy consumer goods, but that they are pushed by circumstances, social structures and individual agents into situations in which adults take advantage of their vulnerability and sexually exploit and abuse them. Them term ‘child prostitute’ or ‘child sex worker’ implies that a child has somehow chosen to make it a profession. This is wrong: it is adults who create ‘child prostitution’ through their demand for children as sexual objects, their misuse of power and their desire for profit, and as such children are victims of abuse. Commercial sexual exploitation of children through prostitution is a global problem and is closely connected to child pornography and the trafficking of children for sexual purposes.
 

The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, Article 2(b) define child prostitution as 

. . . the use of a child in sexual activities for remuneration or any other form of consideration.
Sexual Abuse and Prostitution of boys

Prostitution of women and children that is girl children is practiced in the situation of public knowledge and realization in realistic manner and it is recognized in some cases in the society. But sexual abuse and prostitution of boys is realized but regarded as unrecognized and occurring as hidden manner in the society because of social taboos, norms and value systems, which make concrete to define it in a broad range of sexual abuse, exploitation and trafficking. However, sexual abuse of boys is regarded as homosexual act by another male counterpart, older or more knowledgeable in sexuality and the homosexuality is hidden and mostly unrecognized because of social taboo and stigma. 

Different researches have found that many boys forced to prostitution described themselves as heterosexual and said they only solicited to earn money (Cohen, 1987). Indeed, other studies have shown that one of the most distinctive attitudes of juveniles involved in prostitution is that many do not consider sex with an adult male homosexual activity (Campagna, 60). However, more recent research has found that most adolescent boys involved in prostitution identify themselves as homosexuals. 

ECPAT International’s research on Situational Analysis on Prostitution of Boys in India (Hyderabad) has outlined several categories of boys involved in prostitution:

Situational Prostitution: Boys who are forced to prostitution only under certain circumstances or occasions.

Habitual Prostitution: Boys spending most of their time engaged in street life of which prostitution is usually an integral part.

Occupational Prostitution: Boys who view prostitution as a means of income and regard themselves as professionals.
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Boys in Prostitution

Nature and Dynamics of Sexual Abuse and Exploitation of Boys

Child sexual abuse (CSA) and child sexual exploitation (CSE) are endorsed as the most neglected forms of child abuse. The other form of child abuse- Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children (CSEC) appears to be more menacing affecting the lives of the children. A portion of these children are victimized to adult sex gratification engaging in well organized networks of exploitation, some of which are also engaged in the money laundering activities, sale of illegal drugs and other criminal activities. Commercial sexual exploitation of children and child sexual abuse are suggested often as gender related violence emerging the girl children’s care and protection. Girls are considered to be at greater risk of commercial sexual exploitation than boys revealing the most prevalent forms of violence that affect girls throughout childhood and adolescence. It is because of double discrimination and vulnerability on them, a) suffering for their gender identity and (b) their socio-cultural-economic status. 

Sexual abuse and exploitation have been found amongst boys. Boys are also clearly at risk of commercial sexual exploitation and sexual abuse. Most available estimates for commercial sexual exploitation of children and child trafficking for sexual purposes in many countries worldwide entail typically gender based feminine explanation. Very few researches have raised the issues of prostitution of boys as widespread problems, where it is requiring alarming proportions of measures. While most available estimates for commercial sexual exploitation of children and child trafficking in many countries worldwide are outdated, various national studies make clear that the problems of commercial sexual exploitation of children and child sexual abuse are widespread, and are acquiring alarming proportions. Boys in prostitution are the victimization of sexual abuse. Many of them have been left out from homes where they have been sexually or physically abused. The section of the study tends to present the nature of sexual abuse and exploitation of boys exploring its dynamics and extends where and how it occurs, or who commits it, or whether the child or youth consents. 

ABUSE AND EXPLOITATION OF BOYS 

Boys have been subjected to sexual abuse in particular manner. Boy children are subjected to sexual abused being subordinated and dominated by family members, relatives, neighbours, strangers in street situation and others who are older and living together for many purposes. The research findings have revealed that the boys who are engaged in prostitution are the victims of sexual abuse and exploitation which occurs in a numbers of ways by an older child, adolescents, adults and women taking advantage of a younger child or youth for sexual purposes. Such abuse and exploitation are perpetrated on children of all ages, from infancy to adolescence. 

Age of Boys in Prostitution 

The study findings has revealed the mean age of the boys in prostitution as 15.56 and median as 15.00. The age wise findings of the study demonstrated as follows where 61 per cent of boys are of 12 – 15 age group, 28 in 16 – 18 and 11 %  of 19 year old are engaged in regular sexual performance.  

	Age interval
	Frequency
	%

	12 – 15
	11
	61

	16 – 18
	5
	28

	19
	2
	11

	Total
	18
	100


Days/years of engagement in prostitution 

Out of the 18 boys, 50 per cent boys have been engaging in prostitution for 2 – 4 years, and 28 per cent for 5 – 7 years, and the 22 per cent boys have been engaging in prostitution for above 8 years. 

	Years
	Frequency
	%

	2 – 4
	9
	50

	5 – 7
	5
	28

	8+
	4
	22

	Total
	18
	100


Intensity of prostitution of boys 

The findings have revealed that 44.44 per cent boys who are 12 – 15 years old have been engaging in prostitution for 2 – 4 years and 16.67 per cent boys of same years have been engaging in prostitution for 5 – 7 years. On the whole, 61.11 per cent of boys of age 12 – 15 years old are engaged in prostitution from 2 to 7 years. 27.78 per cent boys of 16 – 18 years have been engaging in prostitution for from 2 to above 8 years, among those 5.56 and 5.56 per cent are engaged in such work for 2 – 4 and 5 – 7 years and 16.67 per cent boys are engaged in prostitution for 8 or above 8 years. Another 5.56 and 5.56 per cent of 19 years are engaged in such work for 5 – 7 and 8 or above 8 years. It is noted that mean median of age of the boys are 15.56 and 15 and mean and media of years engaged in prostitution for is 4.89 and 4.50 respectively. That means the boys have been engaged in prostitution at the early adolescence periods. The following shows the intensity of prostitution of boys following their age engaged in prostitution. 

	
	Years in prostitution
	Total

	
	2 – 4
	5 – 7
	8+
	

	Age of boys
	12 – 15
	8
	3
	0
	11

	
	%
	44.44
	16.67
	0.00
	61.11

	
	16 – 18
	1
	1
	3
	5

	
	%
	5.56
	5.56
	16.67
	27.78

	
	19
	0
	1
	1
	2

	
	%
	0.00
	5.56
	5.56
	11.11

	
	Total
	9
	5
	4
	18

	
	%
	50
	28
	22
	100.00

	

	Mean age of boys
	15.56
	

	Median age of boys
	15
	

	Mean of years engaging in Prostitution
	4.89
	

	Mean of years engaging in Prostitution
	4.50
	


Experience of sexual abuse and exploitation 

The research findings have revealed the first experiences of sexually abuse of the boys are occurred in the years when they were in the position of the begging of their adolescence.  Out of the 18 respondents, 13 boys responded that they were abused at the 8/9 years old and it was occurred forcefully. The boys were sexually abused by roommates, relatives, strangers, friends or friends who are older, neighbours etc. The findings revealed that out of 18 victims, threes (3) are victimized by roommates, 3 by relatives, 5 by strangers, 2 by neighbours and 5 are victimized to sexually abuse by intimated friends.       

	Abusers
	Abused

	Roommates
	3

	Relatives
	3

	Strangers
	5

	Neighbours
	2

	Friends
	5

	Total
	18


The victims’ case analyses have revealed that offenders sexually abuse the boys in a process making a good relation and showing love and affection to them and tend them in remuneration process in turn of permanent sexual gratification. Most of the abusers are male in these cases. Moreover, the case of sexual abuse takes place in the context of an ongoing relationship between the abused and the abuser. The strangers are the offenders in just of sexual abuse against children on street, market place, Bazaar, parks, station or vehicle stands etc. The children are also sexually abused by non-relatives which include boyfriends, roommates, acquaintances, teacher etc. Boy sexual abused can be found in all classes and cultural communities.  The power relation between abused and abusers tend the children with physical or mental impairments to more vulnerable to sexual abuse. Children are sexually abused and exploited by family members, neighbours including by others known to them or by a stranger, which are involuntary.

Dynamics of Sexual Abuse and Exploitation of Boys 

Sexual abuse and exploitation of boys are found either as hidden or non-hidden agenda in the whole spheres of the community. The findings have revealed that sexual abuse toward boys in the framework occurs in several numbers. This cannot be magnitude in quantitative. But the findings have revealed that the boy children are victimized to extreme forms (worst form) by the perpetrators while they are placed in street situation. Through the focus group discussion it has been come out that a boy is sexually abused in home rather while he come out of home, he is sexually exploited. Here the argument is that the boys come in the urban setup in migration process and got a free space of moving for surviving. Their needs of surviving tend them to engage in sex selling market. It has been revealed that the offence of sexual abuse on boys is unobvious rather the victims or sexual abused are reluctant to disclose to offence of sexual abuse because of age, powerlessness, dependency of livings, fear to be trapped in societal norms and value systems and conflicting conditions within themselves. 

Modes of Sexual Abuse and Sexual Exploitation of Boys 

The sexual abuse and exploitation of boys involve a range of behaviours which is classified in two categories in the study - a) Contact and b) Non-contact sexual abuse of boys. The non-contact sexual abuse may include a range of approaches naming a) making sexual comments, b) exposing intimate body parts, c) exposing child to pornography, d) voyeurism, e) having a sexual fixation on a child or youth’s clothing or body parts, f) luring, g) making sexually related phone calls and h) engaging in sexually related correspondence through the media. Contact sexual abuse may involve making the children engaged in such acts which include touching (fondling) or digital or object penetration of intimate body parts. In the study process it has been revealed that boys are especial vulnerable to be sexually abused and exploited in Kothi-Panti framework. Kothi has high demand to Panti in sexual interaction in exchange of money, false love and affection, gifts or even by force.  The study finding have revealed the following forms of sexual exploitation of boys
a) making children in sexual intercourse by love and affection, 

b) fondling and touching sexual organ making illegal and trickery sexual relationship in exchange of gifts, love, affection,

c) penetrating with different organs, anal

d) making the children dependent on the abuser, engaging the children in sexual interaction forcefully, 

e) making anal penetration while the children are sick 

f) Anal penetration 

g) Attempt to penetration in the chance of loneliness of the children.       

According to the speech of victims (Kothi), the abusers act alone and intend to do sexual act with early aged boys. While contracting sex, the offenders use a number of tactics to gain access to children ensuring their victim's silence. These tactics include the use of false love and affection, threats, physical force, bribery, and other forms of physical and psychological coercion. The boys are sexually abused in sex selling market in organized group or network. In this case, the perpetrators are the same sex as the victims (Kothi) recommend that the perpetrators (Panthi) are male. One offender intends to do sex with more than one child are more likely to be male. Most of the sexual abuses have been taking place in the context of an ongoing relationship between the Kothi and Panthi. The long-term relationship within Kothi and Panti give the penetrators opportunity to more exploit the child's desires.

The findings have revealed that typically there is a power differential between the Kothi and Panthi. The Panthi are older and are likely to be more knowledgeable about sexual activity. They spend a lot of time to get of chances of befriending and grooming the Kothi. They use threats, physical force, bribery, trickery or other forms of psychological coercion or appearances, stimulus to gain access to, and make them compliant. 

Abused and Abuser in Power Relation in the Society 

It is the perpetrators who initiate the sexual activity and the perpetrators are responsible for the abuse no matter what the child does. This long-term relationship gives the offender opportunity to exploit the child's desires and fears. Incestuous perpetrators as for example may give his child special privileges or gifts to obtain his or her cooperation and silence. Children always want to tell about their abuse so that it can be stopped, but they are often afraid that they will not be believed or protected, or they are afraid of what might happen if they do tell. It is normal for children to delay telling about their abuse for a year or more after it occurs. They may talk about the abuse more readily if another victim discloses abuse by the same offender or if they are asked direct questions about the possibility of abuse. Especially in cases of incest, when the abuser is a close family member, children may not reveal their sexual victimization until they become adults. Many never tell even then. The abusers enforce secrecy and create in the child a fear of destroying the privacy and otherwise intact sense of security provided by the family.

It is so hard to displace the signs of sexual abuse because of the victim’s age and developmental stage, gender, family’s non-interest functioning of abused and exploited and its support. It is also community’s ambiguous interests to support to sexual abuse and exploitation of boys. There may show a range of signs, but many of these signs are responses to other types of abuse such as psychological or physical abuse. The physical signs include behavioural problems, sleeping problems, eating problems and skin and substance injured. There may be physical evidence of trauma to their oral and anal areas. Emotional signs include becoming quiet and depressed, preoccupied, hyperactive or anxious behavioural problems such as physical aggression, running away, suicidal behaviour, substance injured. Developmental signs include lags in their cognitive development and intellectual performances.

The findings have revealed that perpetrators or abusers use various tactics to gain access to, isolate, manipulate and control children to abuse the children in view of his/her gratification. Typically, it is a power differential between the abuser and abused or victim. The findings of the study that all of the abusers or perpetrators are older than the victims or abused and they are well-informed and powered to sexual activity. They spend a lot of time or chances of befriending and grooming their victims. They use threats, physical force, bribery, trickery or other forms of psychological coercion or appearances, stimulus to gain access to, and make their victims compliant. It is repeated acts to abuse the children by the way of befriending, intimating and grooming. The acts are more serious consecutively, simultaneously and intrusively over time of the victims’ development stage. The acts are not magnified in quantitative. At the time of data collection it has been revealed that the offence of sexual abuse is unobvious rather the victims or sexual abused children are reluctant to disclose to offence of sexual abuse because of the following interrelated causes relating to power structure. 

Age and/or developmental stage, where the abused are younger than abusers and in condition of power relation

Feelings of powerlessness, the victims feel powerless trapping in the circumstances of threats 

Dependency, the victims are dependent on the perpetrator because of sibling relation, poverty, and livelihoods 

Fear, where the victims feel social stigma, taboo, leaving out from the community, breaking the sibling and personal relation with perpetrators, etc.  
Conflicting emotions, they feel conflict and suffer confusion or shame and intending the abuse as fault. 

Children including physical or mental disabilities are especially vulnerable to sexual abuse, as the children are not able to give informed consent to sexual activity because they cannot fully understand adult-child sexual contact or predict the consequences. On the other hand, the abusers are able to take special advantage to abuse a boy child in the gender specific socialization process of the community. They easily manage to isolate the child by manipulating the people and situations in socio-cultural aspects. 

In the study process, it has been revealed that the boys of early age are in such a position to be sexually abused by the Panthi, where the offence is looked as slight or sight and being unrecognized under existing social norms and value system. In addition, the society is not in a position of deep concern of the matter.     
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Vulnerability of Children

Worst Forms of Child Rights Violations  

Children in Bangladesh have been the victims of various types of violence. The violence occurs within the family, society and in state structure. A few of incidences of violence come to the public knowledge or are taken place in the mass media. Most of the incidents of violence and abuse of children are not even exposed to their surrounding society where it occurs. Because of the scarcity of information, it is even stands beyond the knowledge of assessments of its vulnerability. On the other hand, most of the worst forms of violence against children are severely unreported and covered under the shape of public knowledge. Sometimes it is highly reluctant to disclose collapsing its dynamic and consequent forms. Thus, it becomes difficult to describe an actual situation of violence against children as well as the vulnerability on children lives. 

Whether reported or not, the vulnerability of children is a difficult question in socioeconomic, cultural and political spheres of the community. However, it is highly sensitive and unreported matter as it touches on power relation between children and adults, socio-cultural and political values and customs, social stigma, etc. As unreported matter of violence against children, especially sexual abuse and exploitation it is difficult to measure its extent and magnitude. Along with lack of systematic data and information, the reluctance of its recognition in the community have collapsed to display its extent, causes and consequences and further demoralized the community and even the state to take preventive and protective actions against such crimes. On the other hand, stereotyping social status and value system demonstrate the violence of sexual abuse and exploitation perpetuated only on girl children. But the incidences of violence of sexual abuse and exploitation on boys are remained as hidden under the societal disclose and value system. In this section of the study, it was intended to explore the deep rooted vulnerability of the boy children and the factors affecting the vulnerability in socioeconomic, cultural and political spheres. 
Violence against Children and Vulnerability   

There is growing number of boy children who are abused, exploited, neglected and experienced violence at family, schools and other institutions, community and national level. The rights of the children are largely violated in their socioeconomic, cultural and political setups. Despite of the types of physical violence such as killing, rape, sexual abuse, kidnapping, trafficking and acid burn, the boy children who are sexually abused and affected by social, economic, cognitive, and psychological vulnerability suffer from mental repression and trauma every day and every spheres of their lives. Patriarchal values and power structures that result in different socialization processes of the children lead to them adopting different coping mechanisms and manifesting the impact of abuse and trauma in different ways on them. They are likely to experience low self-esteem and poor psychosocial care and support. So, the children are growing up experiencing unsafe and insecure living condition and stereotyping their socio-cultural practices. 

Child sexual abuse is the sexual exploitation of a child by an adult, adolescent, or older child. The sexual activity does not necessarily involve force; children are often bribed or verbally coerced into sexual acts. The difference in age and sexual knowledge between a child and an older person makes informed consent to sexual activity impossible.
 "Abusers" come from all social classes and groups and can be either male or female, but statistically men comprise the vast majority of those who sexually abuse children. Abusers may be parents, teachers, employers or religious leaders, members of criminal gangs and networks or people from law enforcement agencies.

Sexual abuse is an abuse of power and trust, and the situation of powerless abused children entails suffering in silence and secrecy and the added weight of a heavy burden of shame and guilt. Sexual abuse can lead to social exclusion and a whole range of psychosocial problems. Many victims and families of victims are reluctant to report abuse due to the stigma attached. They also fear reporting their case, because the entire justice system is rife with entry points for further victimisation. Poverty makes children vulnerable, but that fact does not imply that economically disadvantaged people are more likely to commit sexual offences than people from affluent socio-economic groups, or that illiterate people are more immoral than a professor, a police officer or a politician. The point is that sexual abuse is more prevalent where poverty and denial results in weaker regulations on child protection issues. Little control over basic life situations deprives people of means for self-protection.
  

Poverty, age, sex, employment opportunities and geographical location therefore make children more vulnerable to illegal migration resulting to trafficking for sexual purposes The phenomenon of child sexual abuse in relation to trafficking exists in every country, culture and transcends all socio-economic groups. Poverty increased by natural catastrophes appears to make children more vulnerable to sexual abuse and exploitation. The children who are particularly vulnerable to sexual abuse, exploitation and trafficking include those groups of children who are in conflict situation for surviving, child workers, street children, children with disabilities, those living in dysfunctional families, in prisons and institutions, children who are alone, children living illegally in a country or who belong to a minority group etc. 

Backdrop of Children’s Residence

The children’s residence has demonstrated the experience of residential transformation of the children rendering them in vulnerable situation. The vulnerability has rendered them to migrate resulting in different socialization process of them with adopting different coping mechanisms and manifesting the impact of abuse and trauma in different ways. Out of total 110 responded children, 75 children are living in the Rajshahi city and 35 children are in living in land port areas, most of who are migrated from different setups for surviving.

	Present living areas
	Frequency 
	%

	Rajshahi city
	75
	68.18

	Land port areas
	35
	31.82

	Total  
	110
	100.00


Backdrop information revealed that 74% children come from rural setup, 17% from other urban setups except Rajshahi metropolitan city and land port areas and the rest 7% and 2% children responded that they are the inhabitants of Rajshahi city and land port areas. It means that above 90% percent children are the victims of urbanization that is in the rapid urbanization process the children are intended to migration either with family or alone.     

	Previous Residence
	Frequency
	%

	Rural setup
	74
	67.27

	Other urban setups
	23
	20.91

	Rajshahi city
	11
	10

	Land port areas
	2
	1.82

	Total
	110
	100.00


Age of Children

As development stage, age is the main factor of a child in assessing the vulnerability. No age is safe age. Children are always vulnerable. The age group of 10-14 years came across as the period during which the highest number of abuses occurs (Kabir, 2001)
. It is mentionable that the vulnerability of children, the evidence of occurring abuse towards children varies from child to child when they grow up. The study has demonstrated that most of the victims are in the age range 7-14 years old. Among them, 20% and 40.91% children are in the age range 7-9 and 10-14. And the rest 36.36% children are in the age group 15-18.  

	Age
	Frequency
	%

	7-9
	22
	20.00

	10-14
	45
	40.91

	15 - 18
	40
	36.36

	18+
	3
	2.73

	total
	110
	100.00


The study findings have revealed that most of the children have been victimized to sexual abuse at early adolescent period which has the impact on their development and their socialization process.  

Family backdrop creating vulnerability  

The vulnerable conditions of the family drop the children in vulnerable situation. Where children work and pass their lives in street situation, the father often works as either a rickshaw puller or day labourer etc. and the mother as a domestic help. Poverty pervades in every sphere of their lives leading to domestic conflict, tension and ultimately results in cruel treatment of children. The mother, being over burdened with work, can loose interest in her children and neglect them. 56% per cent of people of Bangladesh are landless. They either work on the land of others on a contact basis, or become floating labour moving from place to place. Without a stable income the children become a burden to parents and must find work for their own survival. 

The family vulnerability of the child respondent includes poverty, large family, illiteracy or lack of education, lack of health care, lack of recreation, lack of take care and behavioural approach, discrimination, family conflict, separation, death of father or mother, dependency, domination etc. The vulnerability causes the family ignore and unconscious in care and protection towards children. The economic hardship is caused by having a large population and large member of real families. This has created various kinds of social problems creating the vulnerability of children.

Family Size

The family size of the children has revealed that 48 % children’s families are consisted of 5-6 members and 20% of 7 and above 7 members, and 26% children’s families are consisted of 3-4 members. The family size of the children means that the large family size renders the children in abusive, vulnerable and hazardous situations whether in street situation or working condition or in families or in community.  

	Family Size
	Frequency
	%

	2
	5
	4.67

	3-4
	29
	27.10

	5-6
	52
	48.60

	7 +
	21
	19.63

	Total
	107
	100.00


	Circumstances
	Number
	Percent

	Father and mother are alive
	63
	57.27

	Only mother is alive
	23
	20.91

	Only father is alive
	18
	16.36

	None is alive
	3
	2.73

	Do not know
	3
	2.73

	Total
	110
	100.00


Among respondents, 57.27% children have parents. In specific, 20.91% children have only mothers and 16.36% have only fathers.  The rest 3% children have no father and mother and 3% children do not know about their parents. 54 respondents who have parents have informed that their mothers are housewives and never do out side work. Mothers of 12 respondents work as maidservants in others households and messes. One’s mother collects firewood and mother of another prepared Pitha (cake) for selling. Regarding fathers, out of 68 in number, 21 were rickshaw or rickshaw-van pullers, 15 were day labourers, 12 were small businessmen, 2 fish seller and 2 are butchers. Fathers of 8 respondents were older and workless, where fathers of the rest 8 children were barber, driver, farmer, night guard, porter, sweeper and beggars. Mothers of floating children without fathers, in maximum cases, worked as maidservants in messes and households. 

School Attainment 

About 57 per cent out of the total children would go to school and the rest about 43 per cent would not go to school. The finding regarding schooling has pointed out that the attendances in school of the children who would go to school were not at regular basis. After a certain period each children has been compelled to drop out from school. About 37 per cent of 57 children have been dropped out after 1 year of schooling, 24 per cent of those children have studied from 2 to 5 years and the rest 39 per cent children have studied in school above 5 years.

	Schooling
	Children
	%

	School attainment 
	63
	57.27

	School Non-attainment 
	47
	42.73

	Total
	110
	100.00


	Schooling Status 
	Children in School Attainment
	%

	Till 1 year
	21
	37

	2-5 years
	14
	24

	Above 5 years 
	22
	39

	Total
	57
	100


Vulnerability in Urbanization and Migration Process 

Urbanization in Bangladesh has led to a phenomenon termed as urban poverty. The urban poor can be rightfully defined as people who cannot afford to meet basic need requirements with their own incomes. Basic need include food or nutrition, clothing, primary health care, education and shelter. There are specific socio-economic and anthropological criterions for fulfilment of the above basic needs. Considering the multi-variant definition, urban poor are identified not only as income poor but also capabilities poor
. The study findings have revealed that the vulnerability of child victims in urbanization process for surviving. 

The Rajshahi City is headquarter of the Rajshahi division of Bangladesh comprising the North -Western districts within west of the Jamuna River and north of the mighty Padma River. With the growth of urbanization and expansion of communication system, the population mobility is increasing throughout the city. Rajshahi City is the fourth largest Metropolitan City of Bangladesh. The rapid growth of urbanization is also clearly visible in this city. Overnight the number of people living in this city turned up twice by just 10 years, which was 5 lacks at the beginning of the 90th decade of the last century. The stream of floating people is increasing noticeably in this city. The stream of poor rural people is towards the city due to river erosion, poverty, droughts, unemployment, and landlessness, seasonal unemployment etc. Those are the mean time causing manifold socio-economic problems including the problem of slums. In this condition, a huge number of street and working children are entering in the metropolitan city of Rajshahi.
The Rajshahi city, fourth largest and divisional city of Bangladesh, is situated at the bank of Padma. Through the urbanization process, the urban slum has been developed at the bank of Padma demonstrating the vulnerability to crime, smuggling, physical insecurity, skewed distribution of the delivery of basic services, subsequent health problems, sexual abuse and exploitation. From the modern-day enslavement of trafficking victims to the exploitation of domestic workers, child migrants face hazards that testify to a lack of adequate opportunities to migrate safely and legally. The silted up river bank has caused of flood and river bank erosion in the region during the rainy season compelling the people to migration for their lives and livelihood in the urban setups. It has created easy access of cross border undocumented/illegal and irregular migration devastating the vulnerability of trafficking of women and children and HIV/AIDS. 
Environmental factor influencing either rural-urban or cross-border migration has been emerged as another matter increasing vulnerability. Migration occurs within an environmental context as detecting a migratory response to environmentally risk indicators that persist in the face of a wide array of socioeconomic controls for labor force opportunity, climate, and demographic structure. The geographical setup, the contiguous land mass, long porous borders and development conditions in the areas have also created a scope of cross border migration of children as a natural phenomenon. India is sharing its long land borders with the districts of Rajshahi and Chapai Nawabgonj. These areas have become transit areas for undocumented/illegal migrants increasing the intensity of trafficking of children. 

The land port of Shibgoanj of the districts Chapai Nawabgonj is located far 40 Kilometres from Chapai Nawabgonj Town. The port has created opportunities of employment of many people including children. The area is densely populated and child labour prone zone. There observed boy child labours higher than girls in the region. The most of the children are working as labour of goods transportation/bearer, hotel boy, smuggler, sweeper etc. and passing their lives in street situation. It is the place of living of the drivers of bus and trucks creating a space of floating, hotel based and home based prostitution. In the area, it has tended the children to migrate across border in search of better livelihood options by the truck drivers. The children also cross the spike fence around the border belts under risk like situation.         
The findings have revealed that the incidences of human trafficking have escalated considerably. The children’s decisions to migrate are often taken under conditions of distress and disparity thus heightening their vulnerability to various forms of exploitation including trafficking, forced labour and bonded labour. Additionally, the lacks of knowledge, information and of opportunities for safe migration, are the contributing factors to fall the children into the trap of abuse and exploitation. The children are the victims of force labour, unpaid labourers, slaves and domestic workers in some cases and in other cases they are surviving as commercial sex worker, beggar, servants etc. They are exposed to cross the border under the risk like situation and to various abuses such as drug, sexual, physical torture, and finally they are frustrated in vulnerable situation.
It has been explored that vast majority of the children interviewed for the present study are engaged in some kind of works from which they derive some income. It has been identified as many as nine different kinds of remunerative works which include Domestic servant/maid, Luggage bearer, Sex worker, garbage Scavenger, Day labourer, Vagabond, Factory labourer, Fuel wood vendor, Laundry-worker, Rickshaw peddler, Restaurant worker, Restaurant worker, Taxi helper, Smuggler, Shoe-maker, Mobile vendor, Book binder, Hair cutter etc. 
	Occupation
	Total

	Domestic servant/maid
	3

	Luggage/goods bearer
	16

	Sex worker
	18

	garbage Scavenger
	12

	Day labourer
	12

	Vagabond
	9

	Factory labourer
	9

	Fuel wood vendor
	2

	Laundry-worker
	2

	Rickshaw peddler
	3

	Restaurant worker
	8

	Taxi helper
	3

	Smuggler
	6

	Shoe-maker
	1

	Mobile vendor
	1

	Book binder
	2

	Hair cutter
	3

	Total
	110


The child migrants are working as garbage collectors tempo helpers, tailors, domestic workers, shop assistants; vegetable, fruit, flower and fish sellers, hotel boys, van drivers, etc. The study has revealed that children have come from rural areas and passing their lives in the setups as street and working.  In the regard of working the study revealed that 23 per cent children work per day up to 4 hours and above 50 per cent children continuously work per day from 4 to 8 hours and 23 per cent and 3 per cent children continuously work from 8 to 12 and above 12 hours respectively. Smuggling of various goods is an open secret matter in the regions because of its geographical setups. These goods include drugs and from raw materials to sari or cosmetics, cattle etc. Besides, there has been communication and relations between street children and prostitutes. 10 respondents acknowledging the relation among them 6 are boys and the rest 4 are girls. They are only 10 to 12 years old. For hunger, the street female children have stepped forward the way of darkness, prostitution. 

Society Created Vulnerability  

Some children are more vulnerable due to factors that isolate and marginalize them in their homes and communities, such as poverty, disability, racism and other forms of discrimination. In particular the undermining of traditional beliefs, values, family and community structures have contributed to sexual abuse.
 Social attitudes towards the sexual abuse of boys are not well accepted, where the boys engaged in sex selling market makes the question as difficult to well explore its extent and dynamics. The nature and dynamics of sexual abuse and exploitation of boys are made the community known in small scale and somewhere else regarding as bad and sinful acts. The societal norms and value systems lead to denial of it to address it in the community at large. The existing culture treats it as a sense of guilty and trying to keep the offence of sexual abuse of boys in secret. Traditional/social customs and attitudes toward children are also contradictory. 

The social and cultural created honor and respective behaviour towards community people and honored and respected individual beyond the community makes opportunity to abuse the children, where disclose of the offence tends to reluctant and untrustworthy. It is the community created deception, false hope, gifts, making a relationship of trust, making love affairs, belief etc. that are approached by them to intend the children to carry out such offence. The dynamics of socialization as well as society’s collective history of denial of child sexual abuse contribute to build such environments in which opportunities for abuse occur. As an individual within community, the developmental age and gender of the child also contribute to risk.

The socioeconomic perspectives have revealed that the children of urban slum have been sexually abused more than other. The slum of urban community contains all types of extreme forms of sexual abuse. It is the place where most prevalent natures of sexual abuse exist. 

State and Civil Society Created Vulnerability 

Bangladesh is one of the first signatories and ratified countries of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) in 1990. As a primary duty bearer the government of Bangladesh have four types of obligations, which include a) to respect people’s rights, b) to protect people’s rights, c) to facilitate people’s rights and d) to provide people’s rights. According to the obligations, the government has the main responsibility for bringing about the realization of children’s rights and are accountable both the international community and to all people living within its border. 

The government’s commitment to protecting and upholding the rights of children has been demonstrated by its early ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and, in September 2000, of the Optional Protocol to the CRC on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. In March 2001, the government made a further pledge to protect child from sexual exploitation and trafficking through its ratification of ILO Convention 182 on the Worst Forms of Child Labour. The government of Bangladesh has reflected its commitments by developing National Plan of Action for Children 1997-2002 and National Plan of Action against sexual abuse and exploitation of children including trafficking. The government formulated a National Plan of Action (NPA 2005-10) seeks to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) through implementing the PRSP and to implement CRC. NPA is a multi-dimensional action plan that covers various aspects of child survival, child development and child protection. 

Though the government’s commitments and interests have been reflected by ratifying the international conventions and by developing its different national laws and policy in different time periods with the children, the reflection is yet to discourse and confine a unique definition of age under its different laws and policy relating to UN CRC. Some ambiguities are still remaining in different ways because of unwillingness and improper initiatives of government and other duty bearers in a sustainable platform. These are vastly deteriorating the child protection. In addition, the child protection is being deteriorated because of lack of awareness about children’s rights and its programming approaches by the government, development and civil society actors. The low level of birth registration is another major constraint to protect the child rights. 

The UN CRC’s Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography supplements the Convention by providing States with detailed requirements to end the sexual exploitation and abuse of children.  It also protects children from being sold for non-sexual purposes—such as other forms of forced labour, illegal adoption and organ donation. The protection of a child as victim as well as witness has been mentioned under the Optional Protocol as a part of the protection of child rights and ensuring the best interest of a child. There is no specific law on the protection of child victim and child witness in Bangladesh. On the other hand, the existing laws and ratifying conventions of international agencies are not properly implemented and vastly affected by religious and dogmatized social taboos. The existing legislation fully fail to protect the victims of boys relating to sexual abuse and exploitation because of societal attitudes, more importantly social taboo and stigmatized situation vitally ignores its legal process.      

Another positive and protective action and commitment of GoB has been reflected in implementation of the act – Prevention of Repression against Women and Children 2000. The act deals with punishment to the accused of violence towards women and children - acid throwing, trafficking, abduction of any one and colleting ransom, rape, sexual violence and harassment, dowry related violence, violence like deterioration or deformation of any part of a body of an child etc. perpetuated against women and children. It is reflected in Section 10 (1) of the act that ‘if a man intentionally touches the sexual organ or any other organ of a female or female child by this male organ or any other organ to meet his sexual need, it shall be a sexual abuse and shall be punished with punishments. The punishment may extend to ten years and shall not be less than three years. It also includes fine. Basically, the section rigorously ignores to define the sexual abuse of boys by an individual hampering the relevant punishment. However, Article 2 (k) of the legislation confined the children’s age to 14 years and the Article 9 defines that if a child of above 14 years old engaged a woman in sexual intercourse forcefully and without consent of the woman, it will be regarded as rape and the child will be accused with punishment. So, it lacks to define the sexual abuse of boys by an individual and protect the accused from punishment. On the other, the child is being to accused and placed in safe custody. As a result, the legislation fails to protect the children from abuse and to take punishable actions to the accused. Because, under the law, the boys, sexually abused fail to get justice in the case of being raped.      
Vulnerability of Sexual Violence   

The abused are too young developmentally, cognitively or emotionally to articulate what happened to them. Their feelings of powerlessness have trapped them in such circumstances where they are threatened to act such inhumane acts or forced to be enacted in sex against their willing. Their feelings of powerlessness increase their dependency on adults increasing their reluctance to disclose of such inhuman act. Their dependency on adults and society increase the fear of social norms and values. The social existing norms, values and care system socialize the children to be dependent on adults and to be stigmatized stereotyping those they cannot say. They are also afraid of the perpetrator’s reprisals or other negative consequences of telling others. They intend to protect them. They feel conflicted and suffer confusion or shame. They indent to consider the abuse as fault. 

There is little evidence that many children deliberately make false allegations or misinterpret appropriate adult-child contact as sexual abuse. In few recorded cases children appear to have made false allegations. It has usually been the result of manipulation by an adult. False denials of sexual abuse (saying it did not happen when it did) and recanting a disclosure of abuse (denying that it happened after having told someone about being abused) are much more common than false reports. Children sometimes recant truthful allegations of abuse. This is not surprising because the child naturally fears the impact that a disclosure will have on the family, or fears that he or she will not be believed. As well, the child may recant in fearful recognition of the fact that the offending adult has so much more power. Non-offending family members may also experience negative consequences when a child or sibling is sexually abused or exploited. These consequences may vary by factors such as the nature of their relationship with and dependency on the perpetrator. For example, they may feel shame, anger and guilt about their failure to protect the child
.

The children who were sexually abused may suffer from depression, anxiety and suicidal thoughts and behaviour etc. The initial effects is the psychological reactions, which include fear, anger, hostility, guilt and shame, low self-esteem, anxiety, early overt sexual behaviour, and behavioural disturbances (such as running away and truancy).
 Those who experienced both emotional abuse and multiple acts of sexual abuse are the most likely to have poor mental health. Sexual abuse toward children revealed to be a single act, or repeated acts. These acts are more serious, consecutive, simultaneous and intrusive over time. The result of sexual abuse renders the abused or victims to lifetime negative effects, to be traumatized, stigmatized and socially disgraced. The victims of sexually abused are engaged in sex selling practices by the process of repeated acts of sexual abuse. 
Consequences and Impact of Sexual Abuse and Exploitation 

Children who are sexually abused are vulnerable to physical, developmental emotional and stigmatized problems. They are also prone to sexually transmitted diseases including HIV/AIDS. Being sexually abused has immediate impacts on the children’s experiences of childhood and their personal development. Children who are sexually abused may experience disruptions in their developing view of themselves and the world, which can result in significant emotional and behavioural changes. They may try to cope with the abuse by acting in a secretive manner and behaving in a helpless way. They may delay disclosure, or disclose in conflicting and unconvincing ways. Their sense of personal integrity, safety and security is violated. They experience shame and guilt. Opportunities to play, learn and have healthy social interactions with others are extremely hampered.
 

The impact of sexual abuse has far-reaching effects that may not be apparent until later in the individual’s life. Some research suggests that child sexual abuse experiences may (among other factors) also contribute to a young person’s later experiences of sexual exploitation. Many young people who are sexually exploited ran away or were abandoned at an early age from home environments that frequently included physical, sexual and emotional abuse. Long-term psychological effects of child sexual abuse often last until adulthood. Adult survivors of child sexual abuse may exhibit depression, anxiety, sleep disorders, dissociation, and low self- esteem.
 Survivors of incest may have particularly severe problems, especially if the offender was a father or stepfather.
 The duration of sexual abuse affects the severity of psychological trauma. The children became pregnant as a result of sexual assault, mostly incest.
 Victims suffer more long-term trauma when they are sexually abused by adults, rather than by adolescents.
 As a result of sexual abuse the abused or victims may experience lifetime negative effects, may be traumatized, stigmatized and social disgraced. On the other hand, the victims or abused of worst form of sexual abuse fall the children in practicing commercial sexual abuse. Although non-commercial sexual abuse of children occurs throughout history, it was not publicly recognized as a societal problem.
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Boys in Prostitution

Gender and Cultural Aspects 

Most of the researches on child sexual abuse have highlighted the vulnerability of children to sexual abused, especially sexual abuse and exploitation of girl children relating to the protection of street children. The studies have been demonstrated and manifested on sexual abuse and exploitation of girls in general in different ways. The focused attention and action to address the commercial sexual exploitation of boys is still lacking. The practice of abuse and exploiting boys sexually thrives in many countries, and takes place in locales including streets, markets, bus terminals, hotels, restaurants, religious places, etc. Very few studies which are conducted by a limited agencies show that a number of boys are engaged in prostitution and have been victims of sexual exploitation. The studies indicate that this phenomenon is largely unreported, under-reported or misreported and highly ignored and reluctant by the community. 

The chapter has focused to express the belief of community on boys in prostitution. Through the working process it is also to articulate the prostitution of boys finding out its nature and dynamics in socio-cultural perspectives. It also focuses the different types of difficulties faced in the community.    

Gender and Cultural Aspects of Boys in Prostitution 

Some cultures, such as in India, may have a history of child sexual exploitation (‘prostitution’) in the temples. Others may have no history as such, but in extreme poverty the child’s body is seen as one of the few available ways of making money. Different cultures will also have different beliefs about virginity, chastity, homosexuality, rape, and the general value of children. In Thailand and Burma, for example, commercial sexual exploitation (non-consensual ‘prostitution’) may be seen by some to be an honourable activity, a way of paying back to parents what they have given to the child. These religious and cultural viewpoints must be understood adequately to gain an accurate picture of the situation. Rape of women and children is seen by some to be a weapon of war. Many sub-cultures, including Christian, have an ‘ostrich head in the sand’ mentality and deny that abuse exists. Churches cannot afford to ignore the facts that amongst their members are those who perpetuate sexual abuse against children. By not facing up to the problems in their community, churches risk exposing children to further abuse (Miles & Stephenson, 2000: 27). 

In the perspective of Bangladesh, the people have been socialized through religion, cultural belief, taboos, gender stereotype socialization process and other social mechanisms to accept sexual subordination and sexual operation of male on female or female on male. Social structures generate the conditions of gender specific socialization process creating belief of sexual operation as only male to female. And it is the belief of power structure between male and female. The socialization process of the country renders the community to be uninformed on the sexual abuse perpetrated on boys. In addition, lack of knowledge and lack of willing to disclose the nature and dimension of sexual abuse of children are the main factors of the many factors rendering more susceptible of the consequent of sexual abuse. The boy children who are abused of touching or fondling or kissing of sexual portions of body are considered as highly negligence or joke or funny than girl in its cultural context. Also individuals of the family and community are unwilling to make it out as sexual offence on boy.
 The findings have revealed that the boys at early age have been the victims of sexual abuse through appreciation but not regarded as sexual offence as because of the victims’ reluctance and lack of knowledge on its and its consequences. On the other hand, the community people uncared attention and perceptions have hidden it to disclose and their reluctance to recognize it as sexual offence.
The children are highly subordinated and dominated by adults, which have made vulnerable to be victimized to sexual abuse, where they are powerless to protect and disclose it’s a guilty. They do not either disclose the incidence towards their parents or prevent those because of shame and insecurity in their life, social taboo, ideologies, values, norms, burdens and lack of source of making reliable of such attitudes. It is also that their poverty tempts them to get additional income source by selling their sex, which is another cause to reluctant of such offence. However, the disclosing of such sexual offence makes them more vulnerable to further abuse by family and their community making the question of their gender identity. It also causes of question of family’s anxiety to consider their children as homosexual identity. The gender specific socialization process makes it as burden to disclose the offence and it is overlooked by the family keeping their anxiety in surreptitious because of social disgrace. The cultural and gender identity make it easy to isolate the sexual offence towards boys.
     

Community’s Response to Sexual Abuse and Exploitation of Boys

Although child sexual abuse and exploitation has occurred throughout history, it was not publicly recognized as a societal issue in its cultural and political contexts. However, although there have been a number of studies on child sexual abuse and exploitation, it is not possible to address the extent of the problems in the community and so it is remained as hidden and overlooked by the community where the actions against sexual exploitation of boys have made a question to interventions. 

The findings manifested that many people have inverse conceptions about the prostitution of boys, how it happen in what manner as it is viewed as an issue of homosexuality and solely related to child sex tourism. Many reported that boys in prostitution in the region are limited to home based sexual interaction in Kothi – Panthi framework. Other reported that boy children are sexually abused by forcefully by the strangers or neighbours. On the other hand, the forensic reports revealed that in last year 7 numbers of boys are raped by male. In this regard relevant cases have been filed up in their respective Thana.    

The community response highlighted that boys are used as sexual objects and targeted by exploiters and the exploitation of boys is not exclusively limited to homosexual men. As the cases are under-reported and overlooked or out of area of interest in the community, the magnitude of the problem is deeply rooted in hidden framework tending to the risk of cross border trafficking. The past trend of child trafficking in the region reported by the media may tempt evidence of 

The community response articulated to the sexual abuse and exploitation of boys by women where the women and adolescent girls tempt the boys for their sexual gratification. The community response clearly demonstrated the unequal knowledge and power relations affect the vulnerability of children. It has been reflected that children are mostly vulnerable to sexual abuse and exploitation in the myths of community and stereotype gender constructions. 

Many reported gender segregation to be a factor intending the vulnerability of children to sexual abuse and exploitation. It creates the beliefs of community to restrict male-female relationship perceiving the risks for girls to sexual abuse and exploitation. Boys in these situations appear to become vulnerable to sexual abuse and exploitation (SAE) as they can be easily accessed and targeted by the exploiters crossing the gender barrier, where the sexual abuse and exploitation of boys may be remained invisible and overlooked by the community.

The community reflected that both girls and boys are victimized to sexual abuse and exploitation, where the nature of risks and the types of abuse differ. Where the sexual violence against girls is a form of gender based violence centring the power relation between male and female, sexual violence against boys is more typically and particularly considered as the conflict situation as a method of intimidation. The social and cultural norms, customs and value system of the community render it difficult for boys to speak out about their experiences and the community to recognize that boys are engaged in prostitution. The cultural norms and beliefs resort the boys in recurrent sexual abuse and in turn in prostitution in the hide of public knowledge. The children are victimized to sexual abuse as helpless victims. Their lives, choices and opportunities are directly and indirectly affected to a great extent by the social, economical and political realities in which they live. The section of the study includes the social, economic, cultural and political aspects of prostitution of boys through analyzing the factors behind the prostitution of boys.            

The study findings have revealed that all the children are vulnerable to sexual abuse, but some are at more at risk than others, who are sexually exploited. The children of economic vulnerable and marginalized families are the victim of sexually abuse and exploitation. They are victimized in street situation and in a position of dependency on others. Children without parental care, orphans, unaccompanied and separated living on their own are the victim of sexual abuse and exploitation. The children in foster families and institution face the abusive and exploitative situation sexually in their daily lives. Mentally and physically disabled children are another segment of population who are the victims of sexually abused, especially of sexually exploitation. 

Children are confined to community’s cultural practices where their interest and participation are highly overlooked. Their rights are deeply and directly overlooked and distracted by the adults while their reveal tends to hurt the honour and status of abuser or exploiter.     
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Summary and Conclusion 

Sexual abuse and commercial exploitation of boys have been emerged as a concerned and discussing matter reflecting its vulnerability, but society is static to take the issue in consideration and to address it in effective manner. Rather the society itself mostly intends to keep the issue in hidden because of social dogma, taboo system and stigmatized situation. As hidden agenda, sexual abuse and exploitation of boys is spreading its vulnerability affecting the lives of a large number of children. Due to socio-cultural perspective, very conservative societal value system and strict social taboo, the issue of the prostitution of boys is largely unaccepted, remained as unbelief, and the community itself are fundamentally reluctant to reported and recognized as human rights violation of boys. It is noted that the community are fully unaware about boys involved in prostitution are passing their lives in traumatic and stigmatic situation keeping themselves in darkness society. 

However, sexual abuse of boys is regarded as homosexual act by another male counterpart, older or more knowledgeable in sexuality and the homosexuality is hidden and mostly unrecognized because of social taboo and stigma. The community has rare beliefs of the prevalence of sexual abuse and prostitution of boys, which should have concrete definition in a broad range of sexual abuse, exploitation and trafficking but should make it realize in the community. Commercial Sexual Exploitation of boys appears to be more menacing affecting their lives. A portion of these children are victimized to adult sex gratification engaging in well organized networks of exploitation, some of which are also engaged in the money laundering activities, sale of illegal drugs and other criminal activities. In the community commercial sexual exploitation of children and child sexual abuse are suggested often as gender related violence emerging the girl children’s care and protection by the development actors. Where it is highlighted, girls are considered to be at greater risk of sexual violence and engaging in prostitution. Boys are victimized to the most prevalent forms of violence throughout childhood and adolescence under their deteriorated socio-cultural-economic status. 

Boys of all ages, from infancy to adolescence have been subjected to sexual abuse in particular manner. The boys who are engaged in prostitution are the victims of sexual abuse and exploitation which occurs in a numbers of ways by an older child, adolescents, adults and women taking advantage of a younger child or youth to fulfil their sexual desires. The boys have been engaged in prostitution at the early adolescence periods. The mean and median of age of the boys engaged in prostitution are 15.56 and 15 and mean and media of years engaging in prostitution for is 4.89 and 4.50 respectively. The first experiences of sexually abuse of the boys are occurred in the years of 8/9 and it was occurred forcefully. The strangers are the offenders just sexually abuse the children on street, market place, Bazaar, parks, station or vehicle stands etc. The non-relatives include boyfriends, roommates, acquaintances, teacher etc.

Boys are especial vulnerable to sexually abuse and exploitation in Kothi-Panti framework. Kothi has high demand to Panti in sexual interaction in exchange of money, false love and affection, gifts or even by force. The most common forms of sexual exploitation of boys
h) making children in sexual intercourse by love and affection, 

i) fondling and touching sexual organ making illegal and trickery sexual relationship in exchange of gifts, love, affection,

j) penetrating with different organs, anal

k) making the children dependent on the abuser, engaging the children in sexual interaction forcefully, 

l) making anal penetration while the children are sick 

m) Anal penetration 

n) Attempt to penetration in the chance of loneliness of the children.       

Sexual abuse is the worst forms of child rights violations which break the grips of power and trust, create extreme forms of vulnerability and add weight of a heavy burden of shame and guilty. Sexual abuse leads to social exclusion and a whole range of psychosocial problems. Traditional/social customs and attitudes toward children are also contradictory. The nature and dynamics of sexual abuse and exploitation of boys are made the community known in small scale and somewhere else regarding as bad and sinful acts. The societal norms and value systems lead to denial of it to address it in the community at large. The existing culture treats it as a sense of guilty and trying to keep the offence of sexual abuse of boys in secret. In addition, the social and cultural created honor and respective behaviour towards community people and honored and respected individual beyond the community makes opportunity to abuse the children, where disclose of the offence tends to reluctant and untrustworthy. It is the community created deception, false hope, gifts, making a relationship of trust, making love affairs, belief etc. that are approached by them to intend the children to carry out such offence. The dynamics of socialization as well as society’s collective history of denial of child sexual abuse contribute to build such environments, in which, the opportunities for abuse occur. As an individual within community, the developmental age and gender of the child also contribute to risk under the socio-cultural practices and taboo system.

There is no specific law on the protection of child victim and child witness in Bangladesh. The existing legislation fully fail to protect the victims of boys relating to sexual abuse and exploitation because of societal attitudes, more importantly social taboo and stigmatized situation vitally ignores its legal process. The government’s commitments and interests reflected in ratifying the international conventions and by developing its different national laws and policy in different time periods with the children failed to protect the children and properly implemented, which are vastly affected by religious and dogmatized social taboos. The reflection is yet to discourse and confine a unique definition of age under its different laws and policy relating to UN CRC. Some ambiguities are still remaining in different ways because of unwillingness and improper initiatives of government and other duty bearers in a sustainable platform. These are vastly deteriorating the child protection. In addition, the child protection is being deteriorated because of lack of awareness about children’s rights and its programming approaches by the government, development and civil society actors. The low level of birth registration is another major constraint to protect the child rights. 
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Actions and Recommendations

It is important to recognize that various factors (push-pull) precipitate boy’s involvement in commercial sexual exploitation. Firstly there is demand of boys in sex selling markets in Kothi-Panthi paradigm. On the other hand, in power relation younger boys are precipitated to sexual abuse by older (men and women). Here, the children are in a position to be used as a commodity of buying and selling, which is resulted from the demand of sexual desires by adults. Secondly there is supply resulting from the availability of vulnerability children for sex work, who are vitally affected by family poverty. Boys seeking work in advanced urban setup are particular vulnerable to prostitution. But the prostitution of boys is remaining as hidden and unreported agenda under the social unconsciousness, dogma, stigmatization, weak safeguard and protection. So, sexual abuse and exploitation of boys need to be better explored for design of strategies and intervention. It needs for more updated information, the prevalence, dynamics and extent of sexual abuse of boys and its adverse effects on mental and physical effect and development. A range of action needs to be emerged to address the root causes of sexual abuse and exploitation by governmental and non-governmental actors. These include the protection of children against abuse at home, the provision of skill training and non-exploitative work opportunities and parenting care and support towards children. The stakeholders and duty bearers need to be involved in both preventive and protective approaches to curb the vulnerability of sexual abuse and exploitation of boys. Particular attentions need to be emphasized in strategic approaches. 

A. Community Mobilization 

Community as a whole are directly interact with the children. As a significant part of prevention of sexual abuse, exploitation and trafficking of children, there is a serious need to generalize the community with the issue of sexual abuse of boys. It is to provide in-depth and conceptual information about the sexual abuse and exploitation of boys. In particular, it is to address the prevalence of the sexual abuse and exploitation of boys. In this regard, the community people should know the roots of sexual abuse of boys. The main objectives of community mobilization should be sensitization of the mass people to improve the mass public opinion and responsiveness towards children and sexual abuse and exploitation of boys. It is also to reduce the social problems and conservativeness to break the social taboos. Special attention should give on those who are affected by pervasive poverty (surviving poverty and knowledge poverty). 

However, it is a question of sustainability of community mobilization, that is, the community mobilization should be sustainable. In this regard, it is responded to institutionalize the community mobilization, which will be intervened by governmental, non-governmental and media agencies. The people need to be educated in a process of social education system, activeness and responsiveness, realization of vulnerability towards children’s mental and physical development. Specific groups such as the community people, governmental and non-governmental actors, law enforcing agencies, police, security guards, night staff of public install, especially bus and train station, port areas, need to be mobilized and sensitized about sexual abuse and exploitation of boys and CRC.     

B. Capacity Building 

There is very little knowledge among the community people on the effect and impact of sexual abuse on children. It is to give special attention to uphold capacity amongst certain societal groups, who are affected by poverty and surviving with risk like situation to be victimized to sexual exploitation and trafficking. Youth and adults, parents, teachers, community leaders, health practice soner, employers, police, lawyers, members of local governmental administration and the general publics as well are the important target groups who need to be promoted by capacity building. It is the improvement of their opinions and responsiveness towards victims of boys of sexual abuse and exploitation. It is not enough simply to capacity building of the adults and youths on the issues relating to CRC, those must be realized in practice. So their capacity building should be aimed to accelerate the awareness raising actions and initiatives to protect the rights of children and sexual abuse and exploitation of boys. Similarly, the victims and who are at risk situation to subordination, abuse and exploitation need to be developed as self-help strategies so that they can reclaim their rights in real –life situation by consummating their capacity. Through the capacity building strategies, it needs to develop their knowledge on the followings to appropriate measures of sexual abuse and exploitation of boys.  

(a) Its dynamic forms and vulnerability 

(b) Its negative impact on physical and mental effect and development

(c) Parenting care and supports  

(d) National and international laws and policy on Protection of Children’s Rights (PoCR), and 

(e) Preventive strategies 

C. Stakeholders’ Participation

It is to give the opportunities of stakeholders, especially the young people to develop positive attributes and skills that would have a positive impact on the lives of vulnerable and victims of sexual abuse and exploitation of boys. By strengthening their capacity, effectiveness and responsiveness and bringing up their participation, it is to build the opportunity to identify the problems that affect the lives of vulnerable segments of population. Their participations most importantly will induce valuable solution of the problems of sexual abuse and exploitation and the development of relevant policies, programmes and activities. The stakeholders’ involvement needs to work to curb demand of the sexually exploited children in sex selling markets. The hotel workers and shop owners need to be reached and engaged to interrupt sexual violence, abuse and exploitation. 

Furthermore, all of the stakeholders are not a homogenous group rather they differ accordingly by age, maturity and socio cultural and economic backdrops and their familial and social status. So the participation of children and young people are disproportionately hampered by the social norms and value system.  At the social levels the participation children and young people are purposively hampered, which ultimately impedes their ability to advocate for their rights. It is so rare where they have been able to influence or get opportunity to provide their cordial innovations rather they are barred by complicated social infrastructures. So, it is important to break down the existing social practices and develop appropriate policies to ensure the innovative creation and opportunities for the children and young people’s meaningful participation. Their participation in decision making process will induce appropriate measures of protection of violence in a policy framework. 

D. Advocacy and Management 

Both the society and state are in a position of affecting the socio-cultural norms, beliefs and attitudes, where both of them have to move forward to address the issue of prostitution of boys. The community itself is confined under the grip of the value system, social taboo and stigma. On the other hand, the state lacks the implementation of National Plan of Action for the children addressing the issue of prostitution of boys. The existing legislation fully fail to protect the victims of boys relating to sexual abuse and exploitation because of societal attitudes, more importantly social taboo and stigmatized situation vitally ignores its legal process. So, it makes a question about the management of cases relating to boys sexual abuse and exploitation and the sexual violence of boys. So, it needs to develop a strategic approach to advocate the civil society and law enforcing agencies, where the effective management of case filled up will be addressed within minimum cares and standards.         

To address the issue in legal framework and policy, it emerges to conduct ‘two ways advocacy system’, one with community’s mass people and another with governmental and non-governmental actors. Here, the programming approaches of advocacy should be the strategy of addressing issues in community to induce their effective responses to develop policy and ensure the minimum care and protection of victims of boys affected by sexual abuse and exploitation. The governmental actors, especially law enforcing agencies (LEA) can play a vital role to take protective action against such offence with effective management and handling the case of such offence under prosecution and reflecting its prevalence and vulnerability. The most important advocacy issues should include as follows:

· The legal protection of their rights removing the contradiction of defining the children and legal process, provisions, instruments for the boys victims of sexual abuse to see justice. It takes into consideration of male to male or female to male sexual abuse and rape in legal process to provide justice to the boy victims of sexually abused and exploited. 

· Sexually abuse has impact on physical, developmental emotional and stigmatized problems of the victims, and high risk of STI and HIV/AIDS, but the community is fully unaware about the matter, which should be addressed with quality and appropriate healthcare and support services.

· Education and information related materials addressing STDs/HIV/AIDS by electronic and non-electronic media is approached a gender based intervention rather it should include the vulnerability of boys’ sexual abuse and exploitation.

· The governmental and non-governmental actors’ approach to addressing the issues in Child Rights Programming approach

· Realization of NPA formulated by government for its proper implementation  

E. Partnership and Networking 

To address the issue of prostitution, community based interventions needs to be partnership and networking based approach with the CBOs to enforce the issue in most organized and effective manner. The networking and partnership will be heavily strong approach to address the issues in collective manner and to address the community responsiveness and activeness towards the issues of prostitution of boys.  

The partnership and networking with national and international development actors will make platform to address the issue in policy development framework, which will create a mandate for the state agencies in realization of sexual abuse and exploitation of boys, take up the national plan of action as programmatic strategy and bring about institutional changes. 

G. Monitoring, Supervision and Evaluation       

The government formulated a National Plan of Action (NPA 2005-10) seeks to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) through implementing the PRSP and to implement CRC. NPA is a multi-dimensional action plan that covers various aspects of child survival, child development and child protection. But, the existing legislation and policy developed by the government fully fail to develop and protect the victims of boys relating to sexual abuse and exploitation because of societal attitudes, more importantly social taboo and stigmatized situation vitally ignores its legal process. So, it needs to proper monitoring addressing the issues of boys in prostitution which will be reflected by proper supervision at national levels. Some ambiguities are still remaining in different ways because of unwillingness and improper initiatives of government and other duty bearers in a sustainable platform, where it need proper evaluation revealing the gaps of implementation of NPA. 
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