A brief report prepared by CWIN-Nepal

(Incidents included from April 6 – 24, 2006 )

Children affected during People's movement

Almost half of Nepal's population is comprised of children. Therefore, children are always affected during social events. In the wake of the current political unrest in the country, children are affected both directly and indirectly. Currently, the entire nation has come together in the hope of reinstalling democracy in the country. The mass uprising has affected each and every aspect of the society in some shape or form. Being an integral part of the society, it is inevitable that children can not be separated by such massive social movement. 

In every circumstance children have a fundamental right to be protected. Similarly, the insurance of the safety of children is a mandatory responsibility of both the State and every adult of a dynamic society. This is a duty that no responsible adult can turn their back on. Furthermore, with regard to the government, it is a far greater responsibility viewed from the perspective of legal action and the overall duties of the governing body of the State. The State should be responsible and sensitive regarding any matter concerning the children. 

Children and the demonstrations

The general populous of the nation has joined their efforts to reinstate the people's government and the basic human rights that have been suppressed by the current autocratic rule. The general strike called for the aforementioned goal has been continuing for more than two weeks. The general public, in an overwhelming response, has descended into the streets, actively participating and voicing their support for the movement. In the process, the nation has literally "shut down", as the industries, transport services, markets and economical centers, educational institutions and countless offices have stopped operating due to the general strike. The curfew imposed to stifle the movement has added more difficulty to the general public's day-to-day life, instituting feelings of anger and aggression in the people. Curiosity has been aroused in the public regarding their part in this on-going social phenomenon, in most cases, the deafening shouts of protests in the streets has added to the underlying restlessness of the children. This restlessness and general curiosity coupled with the idleness brought forth by the curfew and the general strike has resulted in an almost magnetic attraction of both the adults and the children towards the ensuing protests. 

Children by nature are more curious and restless in comparison to the older members of the society. Needless to say, children instinctively attempt to partake in any activity they can gain access to. One cannot deny this natural zeal in the younger portion of the society. In the present context, one has much time on his hands without any regular goals to channel it into. Be it the bored student sitting at home, or the child-worker enjoying an extended break from their regular work, it is hardly surprising to see them bellowing slogans in the streets when they are exposed to such a radical social movement with nearly nothing to do with their unforeseen time of leisure, especially when one sees familiar faces in the rallies. Therefore, one cannot deny the obvious presence of the children, whether as silent observers or as active participants, in the ensuing protests. 

However, it is every citizen's duty to minimize any foreseeable risk associated with the activities that the children take part in. It is an intolerable act, along with a flagrant breach of the children's basic rights if an adult employs children in any task that is harmful to them in any way possible. However, if a child participates in such events out of sheer curiosity and of his/her own free will, it is also the duty of the child's guardians, adults and the concerned authorities to protect the child from any risks that he would encounter. Although one has seen an active participation of children in the current people's movement, the organizers and the managers of the movement have not employed children in any of the programs in their agenda. On the contrary, most of the child participation has been seen in protest rallies originating at a local level. The role of child participation in such rallies has prominently been shouting in protests, assimilating objects to enforce a transport blockade in the roads and collecting tires, wood and other material to burn during the protest rallies. Undoubtedly, the participants and the organizing committee for such rallies and demonstrations must refrain from allowing children to participate in such indisputably harmful activities.

Most of the children seem to have joined in the rallies as a means of passing their free time. It has also been seen that the majority of the street children and child workers participating in the protests see it as an outlet to vent their anger towards the police officers from whom they regularly face difficulties. Similarly, many children have joined the protests in hopes of seeing their photos in the newspapers and the national television channels, as the streets were flooded with cameramen and photo journalists covering the political unrest. Despite the strenuous situation, it should be one's primary objective to ensure the safety of the children participating in the protests. In most protests, human rights activists and the organizing committee have been trying their level best to discourage children from participating. 

Nevertheless, it has been observed that the children are sustaining unspeakable physical abuse owing to the excessive force used by the security forces in hopes of suppressing the people's movement. In some cases, police officials have willfully and mercilessly assaulted children with batons and in some extreme cases opened fire with both rubber bullets and live ammunition, resulting in severe physical damages due to the inhuman beatings and assault. It has become clear to everyone that such display of excessive force is both an overt abuse of power and a flagrant violation of human rights. The severity of injuries to adults and children alike has further reinforced the belief that the security forces are exercising unwarranted strength without warning and without any restraint. 

Injured Children:

In the general strike observed in Kathmandu from Chaitra 24 to Baisakh 11, a staggering 224 cases have been recorded regarding individuals less than eighteen years of age sustaining injuries during the protests. Among them 119 are up to 16 years of age. Among the injured 3 cases are stated to be in critical condition. 

	Children up to 16 years of age
	119

	Children up to 18 years of age
	105

	Total
	224



Based on the recorded cases, the injured children are receiving treatment in the following medical institutions:

	Medical Institution
	Number of children

	Kathmandu Model Hospital
	65

	Community Hospital, Gongabu
	50

	Binayak Hospital, Gongabu
	22

	Teaching Hospital, Maharajgunj
	11

	Om Hospital
	13

	Patan Hospital
	17

	Bir Hospital
	21

	Friends of Patan
	7

	Nepal Medical College
	2

	Medicare Hospital
	5

	B & B Hospital
	5

	Kirtipur
	2

	Satdobato
	2

	Norvic Hospital
	2

	Total
	224



Among the injured, detailed information on only 169 cases has been obtained. Many hospitals cited this as a result of the overwhelming patients they had to attend to in the skirmishes observed between the protesters and security forces. Some government hospitals, however, refused to release any data regarding the injured. 

Age group and sex division of the 169 cases:

	Age group
	Number
	Total

	
	Boy
	Girl
	

	Up to 10 years
	19
	2
	21

	11 - 12 years
	10
	1
	11

	13 - 16 years
	51
	7
	58

	17 - 18 years
	74
	5
	79

	TOTAL
	154
	15
	169



Among these detailed cases, nearly 12% have been shot while 20% have sustained head injuries. Similarly 7% have sustained cuts, 14% have received wounds at the limbs, and 4% have received injuries to the eyes while 4% have reported to have fractured bones.

	Types of injury
	Under 16 years
	17 – 18 years
	Total
	Percentage

	Bullet injuries
	13
	8
	21
	12.4

	Head injuries
	18
	16
	34
	20.1

	Cuts injury
	6
	6
	12
	7.1

	Injured limbs
	11
	12
	23
	13.6

	Fractures
	4
	2
	6
	3.6

	Eye injuries
	2
	5
	7
	4.1

	Other injuries
	36
	30
	66
	39.0

	Total
	90
	79
	169
	100


Among the above cases, most of the children have been injured during the incident at Gongabu (50 children), followed by the skirmish at Chabahil (17 children), Kirtipur (15 children), Kalanki (10 children) and Tripureshwor (5 children) respectively. Distributions of the injured children on the basis of the location of the incident are as follows:

	Location of the incident
	Injured (under 16 years)
	Injured (17-18 years)
	Total

	Gongabu
	24
	26
	50

	Kirtipur
	7
	8
	15

	Chabahil
	7
	10
	17

	Maitidevi
	-
	4
	4

	Ghattekulo
	1
	3
	4

	Patan
	3
	1
	4

	Kalanki
	9
	1
	10

	Balkhu
	-
	1
	1

	Anamnagar
	-
	1
	1

	Kalimati
	-
	1
	1

	Thamel
	-
	1
	1

	Shantinagar
	1
	-
	1

	Baneshwor
	3
	3
	6

	Putalisadak
	1
	-
	1

	Sitapaila
	-
	1
	1

	Buddhanagar
	1
	-
	1

	Satdobato
	3
	2
	5

	Asan
	3
	-
	3

	Samakhusi
	2
	-
	2

	Shankhamul
	1
	-
	1

	Koteshwor
	2
	-
	2

	Bhotahiti
	2
	-
	2

	Bagbazaar
	1
	1
	2

	Tripureshwor
	3
	2
	5

	Emadol
	-
	1
	1

	Banasthali
	-
	1
	1

	Pradasani Marg
	-
	1
	1

	Unknown
	16
	10
	26

	Total
	90
	79
	169


Sagun Tamrakar, shot dead at Kalanki on Baisakh 7 has been stated to be of 18 years of age by family members. On the same day, protestors have claimed that a girl had been beaten to death by the police officers and her body been hidden. Unfortunately, no concrete evidence has been found to support the claim.

Some Examples:

16 year old Gopal K.C. of Okhaldunga residing in Kirtipur for the last two years was working as child laborer on construction work. On Baisakh 7, he came along with the demonstrators of Kirtipur to Kalanki. After getting affected from tear gas by security forces, he went into one of the safe houses . Security forces came after him and started beating him brutally and then threw him down. He fell on the open wire, got an electric shock and fell on the floor. The boy was half-conscious when the security forces came down and one of the police men shouted to shoot him. Another said they had run out of bullets and to leave him. In that incident his left hand was fractured and he sustained head injury. He now gets frightened even when he sees a photograph of the police. Now he is in CWIN-Helpline after treatment in Kathmandu Model Hospital.



Similarly, there have been some reports of injuries sustained by children outside the Kathmandu valley. However it is worth mentioning that the actual number might be far greater than what has been reported. From the received information the numbers of injured children according to districts are as follows:

	District
	Number of injured children

	Morang
	14

	Bara
	2

	Makwanpur
	17

	Kavre
	1

	Nuwakot
	2

	Tanahun
	2

	Nawalparasi
	1

	Dang
	1

	Banke
	2

	Doti
	2

	Bajura
	1

	Baglung
	1

	Udaypur
	1

	Kaski
	2

	Total
	49


Children held in custody:


Not only have the children sustained grave injuries during this movement but also been held in police custody. Although various police officials have refuted the claims of children being held in custody, the instance of 13 year old Ramesh Acchami and other children arrested at Gongabu at Chaitra 28, being pardoned by the Supreme Court proves otherwise. The reported instances of children in police custody are as follows:

	SN
	Name
	Age/Gender
	Location of custody
	Remarks

	1
	Ramesh Acchami
	13/Male
	Armed Police Headquarter, Halchowk
	Released on Baisakh 4, upon Supreme Court's order

	2
	Bhuwan Dhakal
	15/Male
	"
	"

	3
	Sardul Pandey
	16/Male
	"
	"

	4
	Man Bahadur Khadka
	17/Male
	"
	"

	5
	Chandra Bhakta Shrestha
	18/Male
	"
	"

	6
	Manoj Tamang
	18/Male
	"
	"

	7
	Mahesh Paudel
	18/Male
	Duwakot, Bhaktapur
	In Custody

	8
	Sanjeev Gole
	14/Male
	Kalimati Ward Police Office
	

	9
	Bijay Khadka
	16/Male
	Pokhara
	

	10
	Kamal Tamang
	17/Male
	Pokhara
	

	11
	Durga Rana
	16/Male
	Pokhara
	

	12
	Sanjeev Dulal
	16/Male
	District Police office, Morang
	


In addition, it has been observed that many street children have been collectively arrested and freed after being held in custody for a few days. Recently, on Chaitra 28, 13 street children all under 15 years of age were arrested in Thamel and held in police custody. They were released overnight upon the initiation of women's cell.
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On Baisakh 27, 2 pm, 14 year old Dipak Karki of Shantinagar was seriously injured with 5 rubber bullets fired by the security forces. Sustaining major injures at the right hip, Karki was further assaulted by the security personnel and nearly arrested until his mother intervened. The youth has been receiving medical attention at Nepal medical college and has undergone 2 operations to remove the bullets.














On 27Chaitra 2062, around 3 o'clock, 15 year old Mukesh Kayastha was reportedly shot at the left temple by a bullet fired by the security force during a skirmish at Tin Dobato, Banepa. Mukesh of Banepa-6 was attempting to rescue his friend who had been wounded by a baton charge by the security officials. Mukesh is currently receiving treatment at the I.C.U. of the Neurosurgical ward of Bir hospital. His condition has been stated as critical.











16 year old Alina Pandey sustained injuries on her cheeks when a bullet entered into her room at Gongabu. She is receiving treatment at the  Community Hospital.





Baisakh 3, during a skirmish at Patan, Mangalbazar, 14 year old Shambhu Khadka of Purano Gaun V.D.C.-5, Baneshowr, Ramechapp, sustained heavy injuries due to the stones hurled by the police officials. The youth has 2 serious head injuries and reportedly a bone chip lodged at the right side of his brain. He was operated.on 4 Baisakh 





15 year old Bikram Tamang, a child working in public transport, was rushed to a hospital after receiving a bullet injury to his ear at Tyanglafat. He was administered first aid on the spot of the incident.
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