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Health Conditions in the Egyptian Countryside….Where to?

The Land Center for Human Rights issued report No. "46" of the land and farmer sires on: “Health conditions in the countryside”. The report aims to study the international trade agreements and their implications for health services; monitor the conditions of the right to health, especially in the Egyptian countryside; and the role of international institutions, especially the European Union, in the field of improving the health of farmers. 
governments must pursue a number of economic, social and health policies which aim primarily at raising the quality of life for all citizens alike. 

The report concludes, among other conclusions with the following questions: 
Who is responsible for the deteriorating health of farmers, and the pollution of their rural environment, which made them susceptible to many serious diseases? 
How can civil society institutions contribute to the formulation and adoption of several policies, in order to improve the health of farmers?

Summary
Section 1: international trade agreements and their implications for health (health services), especially after their increasing importance for the public health and health care.

The report reveals the effects of the GATS agreement on health services. Providing basic health services for everyone requires the existence of laws and strong governmental regulations, and to know when a trade liberalization is beneficial and when it is harmful. However, the GATS negotiations, which are made on the basis of demand and supply aim at the gradual and continuous liberalization of trade in services sectors, and not on knowing which kind of regulations are the most suitable for a particular sector of services?.
Section2: the situation of the right to health, 
State shall ensure for each person the right to enjoy the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health.

The right to health is correlated with other rights including the right to a clean environment; the right to a housing that ensures proper lighting and ventilation, and ensures safety from sources of pollution and causes of anxiety and tension; the right to occupational safety at work; and the right to healthy food and medication.

The report demonstrates the effects resulting from the application of structural adjustment policies on the right to health care. 

LCHR warns, through this report, against the false allegation of the government, which is circulated through the media that is owned by the government, that the Ministry of Health, in the context of the health reform program, always asserts that it has expanded to treat poor patients at the expense of the state. But the decrease in the rates of health service requirements, which include medicines, equipment and specialists, explain the source from which the government spends money on the treatment of poor patients. The government takes the share of the medical centers and units, which are responsible for treating the poor, thus treating a proportion of the poor at the expense of all the poor.
Section 3: health problems in Egypt's countryside. 
focuses on the main health problems from which the majority of farmers are suffering; the rates of cancer in Egypt and its causes; the relationship of agricultural pesticides with the different kinds of diseases, in addition to demonstrating the health situation in light of the pollution of the agricultural soil and the sources of its pollution; the risks associated with combating agricultural and household pests, how pesticides make their way into the body, and how to avoid their risks; and, finally, the methods by which to improve the health of farmers.

The report reveals that there are a number of interlocking factors that affect the health situation of farmers in the Egyptian countryside. These factors can not be arranged in an order, as they all lead to the same tragic results. But, certainly, growing poverty and the deteriorating living standards caused by the economic policies of the government, particularly the recent laws which led to the expulsion of tenants from their land and the high rent value of agricultural lands, the canceling of the support given to production requirements, and the high interest rates of the loans provided by the Bank of Development and Agricultural Credit, all those reasons represent risks to the right of farmers to health, because they prevent any attempts for protection, and stand in the face of any treatment that might be provided for farmers and their families. 
Section 4: the role of international institutions, such as the European Union, in improving the health of farmers. 
It recites the history of the Egyptian-European partnership agreement, and some projects financed by the European Union within the framework of this agreement, and the impacts of these projects on the environment of farmers, in terms of health, social and economic aspects and the policies of the European Union to improve the health of farmers.

Land Center asserts, through this report, that the EU policies to improve the health of farmers come in the framework of neighborly relations and bilateral agreements with Egypt, and are concurrent with the Egyptian-European partnership agreement, but unfortunately they did not bring positive results.

Hence, European Union policies toward Egypt, must take a new course in the context of a new system of integrated financial and technical support, in order to help improve the health of the rural population in Egypt.
The conclusion of the report drew attention to the Monstrosity of the global economic system. Multinational companies have managed to tighten their grip on the management of the global economy. The profits of these companies have increased, but at the same time, poverty and hunger rates have increased around the world.

To avoid these negative impacts we must reduce poverty and amend the rent laws of agricultural land in order to ensure safe possession of agriculture land; improve health conditions and the conditions of health services at the rural health units and government hospitals; and amend the current government policy, in order to improve the living conditions of the poor and enable them to live in dignity and good health, for the sake of a better and more just world. 

You could visit the Center or our internet website for a copy of the report.
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