Summaries of the High Level Sessions of the 4th Human Rights Council

3.12.2007

Philippines:


The Philippines has recently signed a regional charter on human rights in Sabu as well as the Philippines anti-terrorism bill.  They have ratified all seven core international human rights treaties and have adopted the Second Protocol on Civil, Social, and Political Rights. The Philippines has abolished the death penalty and invited the Special Rapporteur to their country to investigate extrajudicial killings. 

Sri Lanka:


Sri Lanka has passed a major milestone by establishing the Presidents Commission of Inquiry to alleged violations of human rights. The problem of Internally Displaced People continues in the north and east part of the country. On February 27 of this year, a needs assessment team consisting of ambassadors from countries such as France, Germany, the US, and Japan led a mission to the eastern part of the country to assess the voluntary resettlement of IDPs. They found that electricity had been reestablished in health facilities and schools. Another mission was led to Jaffna in the northern part of the country. Many attacks are being carried out against ships which are meant to be providing over 75, 000 tons of food. Sri Lank has invited the Special Rapporteur on torture to visit the country as well as Special Representatives for the Secretary General on IDPs. 

France:


On February 5 and 6, France held a conference called “Free the Children from War” to draw attention to the problem of child soldiers. 

Ecuador


Ecuador is very concerned about the spray of the herbicide Glysophate by Colombia near Ecuador’s borders. Ecuador claims the spraying is causing a danger to the people and harming human rights of the population on the border by harming them physically and psychologically.  Pertaining to the Committee on the Rights of the Child, Ecuador says that the aerial spraying by Colombia affects children in both countries drawing on the consequences of the herbicide on children’s heath and the damaging genetic effects it has on pregnant women. 


Guatemala


Guatemala received visits by Special Rapporteurs on numerous issues including extrajudicial and summary executions. They will be receiving a visit from the Special Rapporteur on education and will be appearing before the Committee on the Rights of the Child. They are planning programs to, among other things, combat human trafficking and child labor. An area of primary concern to Guatemala right now is that of international adoptions. Investigations have revealed presence of agencies operating outside the law and against the interests of the children and the government is looking into ways to combat this problem. On March 1 of last year, Guatemala issued a manual of good practices on international adoptions. 

Norway


Norway cited that violence against children specifically needed a lot of attention from the international communities. They said that all relevant parties of the United Nations must work together to protect the most vulnerable of all, children. 
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Venezuela


Venezuela said its work over the past few years has eliminated the problem of illiteracy and lowered poverty. They also reported having made a significant reduction in the rate of mortality and morbidity.

Morocco


Morocco has recently lifted its reservation on Article 14 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The country has also recently signed the Optional Protocol on the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women. They have ratified a National Plan for Children. They have also worked to ensure that persons with disabilities by extending health care coverage. 

Botswana


Botswana says its proud of its achievements in the areas of education and health. It has taken significant measures to combat the HIV/AIDS pandemic. The 2007-2008 government budget allocates the Ministry of Education 28.2% and the Ministry of Health 8.9%. The government has also allocated resources to programs aimed at promoting gender equality and youth empowerment. 

Romania


Romania has recently eliminated the death penalty. They also said that  violence against women and children is very important and that the international community should insert women and children issues on its agenda.

Senegal


In September 2006, Senegal signed the Convention on the Rights of the Children to show its push towards the protection of children. They have established a national program for childhood education and they reported having a larger enrollment for girls in school. 


Sudan


Sudan says it has invited many Special Rapporteurs to the country and refuses claims that NGO’s have not been ordered to leave the country. The country says that the situation in Darfur is much more stable today and that 100, 000 internally displaced persons and refugees have voluntarily returned to their original villages. They said there was a significant decrease in malnutrition and mortality rates. 


Bosnia Herzegovina


Bosnia Herzegovina said that they have made significant progress in the modification of the necessary legislative framework for protection of women. The country said it prevents discrimination based on gender which is supported by the Law on Gender Equality. Bosnia says it is committed to rights and welfare of children. The Action Plan for Children for the period of 2002-2010 has been made by the competent authorities and under the direction of UNICEF. The Council for Children has been established to implement the Action Plan to ensure the implementation of the plan’s principles. It has also implemented the National Plan of Action for the Fight Against Human Trafficking and Illegal Migrations. 

Lesotho

Lesotho has made steps in enhancing the protection of children by signing the Convention of the Rights of the Child. Child protection has been put on its main agenda and a unit has been formed to stop abuse. The Child Protection and Welfare Bureau which reps domestication of Convention on the Rights of the Child is complete and should be tabled soon. They are in their eighth year since implementing free primary education program as part to fulfill educational rights in CRC. The program is at a critical stage because enrollment of those who have gone through the free primary education are now on their way to secondary school. Making the move towards free secondary education is the only logical step.

Libya


Libya said that HIV/AIDS has become a huge problem for children and that the country had established a fund to aid in the safeguarding the future health of children. 

Tanzania


Tanzania said that poverty was both the cause and the effect of gross inequality. They stated that violence against women and children was a major concern for the country and the government of Tanzania was taking positive steps to combat gender-based violence. The country is implementing new laws to to conform to the international human rights standards including laws on children’s rights. 

United Nations International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (UN-INSTRAW)


The director of the organization, Carmen Moreno, states that violence against women and girls in the form of human trafficking and exploitation was a major issue the international community needed to take notice of and work towards ensuring a woman’s right to a life without fear. 
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Republic of Korea


Last October, the Republic of Korea signed the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. They are striving to withdraw reservations and ratify other UN instruments The country’s reservations concern the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the UN Convention against Torture, and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. In March they plan to adopt the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and in September they plan to adopt the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances. 

Slovak Republic


The country has recently signed the Statement on Abolition of the Death Penalty and believes capital punishment deserves utmost consideration by the UN. They believe attention must be given to improving the rights of persons belonging to the most vulnerable groups, especially children. At the end of March they plan to adopt the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Last year the Slovak Republic ratified the Optional Protocol on the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of the children in armed conflict. In February they signed the Paris Commitments 
to protect children from unlawful recruitment or use of armed forces or armed groups. The country welcomes the elaboration of the World Report on Violence against Children, launched in Geneva Nov 2006. It denounces any kind of violence against women and call for adoption of adequate measures in order to implement the respective UNGA consensus resolution

Iraq


Iraq says its ministry is working on the dissemination of human rights education in universities and primary schools. The ministry is reconsidering all curriculums with coordination with the Ministry of Education. 

Honduras


Honduras is working towards the eradication of illiteracy and improving education. 

Honduran universities have begun offering classes on human rights. In 1998, the National Institute for Women was established to guarantee women and the girl child the full enjoyment of human rights. The country has established a Code of Children and Adolescents and has signed the Optional Protocol on the Convention Against Torture. 

Yemen


Yemen said it has signed many of the UN’s human rights treaties. They have set up a Supreme committee for motherhood and childhood to promote women’s and children’s rights. 

Mexico


Mexico recently signed the Optional Protocol on the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. They have passed new laws on the sexual exploitation of children and have prosecuted people for those offenses. They said they are in the process of combating the trafficking on people, especially women and children. 


Uzbekistan 


Uzbekistan has signed six basic UN human rights treaties. They are in the process of working towards completing the Millennium Development Goals. Thus far they have ensured full access to primary and secondary education. In the year 2007, 1/3 of state budget allocated to education. Programs to educate people on human rights are being implemented from primary school to the university level. On January 1, 2008, the death penalty will be completely abolished and the institution of habeas corpus will be put into force. However, since Aug 2005, a moratorium on death penalty should be enforced.

