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National News

 
KLRC to Draft Amendment Bill on Children Act
 
The Kenya Law Reform Commission plans to draft an amendment Bill on the Children Act and share it with members of CSOs before it's tabled in parliament.
 
The CSOs gave their proposals for amendment to the Commission at a three day workshop held in Naivasha from 27th to 30th June, 2006. Other stakeholders at the workshop were representatives from the Judiciary, the Children Department, the Attorney General Chambers and the NCCS.
 
In their deliberations, the participants considered proposals contained in a memorandum from the public, report by the Kenya Law Reform Commission and the provisions in the Children Act. One of the areas that require amendment is Part three of the Act which deals with Parental Responsibility. Stakeholders proposed that this part be amended to outlaw discrimination of children born out of wedlock.
 
Another area that participants felt needed amendment is a clear definition of roles of the National Council of Children Services and Director of Children Services. There was also a call on the government to hasten efforts of ratifying The Hague convention on inter-country adoptions which would ensure protection to children adopted in other countries.
 
Refugee Consortium Seeks Alternatives for Girls at Risk
 
The Refugee Consortium of Kenya has called for alternatives to confinement of girls and women in refugees camps. Refugee camps have been singled out as areas that expose girls and women to unacceptable levels of risk.
 
Alternatives include construction of boarding houses where ostracized girls and women can be put and transferring high school girls from the camps to boarding schools. In its current newsletter, the consortium says it's also important to explore solutions even after the refugees have been resettled in third countries.
 
Both Kakuma and Dadaab camps report considerable levels of rape and other forms of sexual violence against women and girls. The level of insecurity in the camps compels many women to seek some form of male companionship to increase their sense of safety, only to be locked in a cycle of abuse.
 
Many are exposed to HIV/AIDS. They have little negotiating space in matters of sex, and the language and cultural differences make it daunting to seek preventative measures and family planning assistance.
 
For more information, contact
Email: refcon@rckkenya.org
(Source: Refugee Insights, Newsletter)
 
JJN Seeks Financial Assistance for WRAP
 
The Juvenile Justice Network has called for financial assistance for the Women's Rights Awareness Programme (WRAP), which is faced with closure. Its offices on Menelik Road off Ngong Road have already been shut down. 
 
The shelter which is still housing women and child survivors of abuse is now threatened with imminent closure. The JJN is appealing for financial assistance to help the organization stay operational until the problem will be sorted out.  It has called for a get together at the CRALE offices opposite Wood Avenue Apartments, Wood Avenue, Kilimani on 12th July, 2006.
 
The organization is the only home in Kenya that caters for women and child survivors of abuse.
 
Organizations have been requested to contribute Kshs. 5,000. Cash donations/deposits may be made to Women Rights Awareness Programme, Standard Chartered Bank, Koinange Street Branch, Account Number 0102071494400
 
Legal Aid for Hawkers Proposed
 
The government has been asked to consider piloting a project on Legal Education and Aid for hawkers in Nairobi. The proposal was made at a one day workshop organized for CSOs by the Ministry of Justice and Constitutional Affairs on 30th June 2006.
 
Currently, there are six pilot projects set up to assist the government in coming up with a legal aid scheme, to reach the poor and marginalized. Participants at the workshop felt that hawkers were a marginalized group and had many legal issues that need intervention.
 
The aim of the workshop was to seek views from CSOs on how to improve on the legal aid scheme for provision of justice. Other views were that the legal education and aid scheme be a government institution, Courts be established in North Eastern Province and judges and magistrates be sensitized on rights of marginalized groups.
 
The existing pilot projects are Nairobi High Court Family Division Pilot Project, Moi University Law Clinic (Eldoret) Pilot Project, Nairobi Juvenile Court Pilot Project, Nakuru Juvenile Justice Pilot Project, Paralegal Advice Office Pilot Project, Mombasa Capital Offenses Pilot Project
 
For more information, contact
Email: infor@fida.co.ke
 
Call for Papers on Politics & Ethnicity 
 
Papers are invited from activists and analysts on Politics and Ethnicity in Kenya. The papers will be presented at a Conference organized by Coalition for Constitutional Reform -CCR- Kenya, scheduled to take place on October 5-6, 2006.
 
The papers should be based on problem definition which include: The ethnization of Politics in Kenya: Its manifestation and consequences to Kenya's future, Kenyan Mass Media's role in promoting ethnic politics and ethnicization of student politics in Kenya.
 
Submissions could also be on solutions covering areas such as: - towards a new generation of detribalized progressive leaders and how to end political and social-economic marginalization and entrench equity, inclusiveness, transparency and ethnic-neutral (nationalistic) governance structure.
 
The objectives of the conference are to define the roots of ethnic-based politics and its forms in Kenya, the consequences and potential of ethnic-based politics, as well as its direct impact on the democratization process in Kenya, among others.
 
It is hoped that the conference will trigger search for shared values, shared commitments and shared visions that will unite Kenya.
 
The deadline for submissions is 4th September 2006
 
For more information, contact
Email: ccr-kenya@yahoo.co.uk
  
National Forum on Human Rights Planned
 
A National Forum on Human Rights organized by Kenya National Commission on Human Rights (KNCHR) and the Kenya Human Rights Network (K-HURINET), in association with the Ministry of Justice and Constitutional Affairs will be held on 1-4 August 2006, at the Kenyatta International Conference Centre, Nairobi. The theme of the workshop is Towards a Human Rights State: Opportunities and Challenges.
 
The key objective of the forum is to develop a common understanding among government, Civil Society and Development Partners on the vision of human rights in Kenya. The forum hopes to bring together representatives from government, Judiciary, political parties, CSOs and development partners to formulate a clear definition of Human rights.
 
For further information, contact 
Email: haki@knchr.org
   
International News
 
Second JJO International Conference Planned
 
The second Juvenile Justice International Conference will be held in Brussels, Belgium on 24-25 October 2006. The conference will seek to harmonize legislation and common ways of action in prevention, treatment and integration of juveniles and young people in conflict with the law.
 
Workshop objectives include, recent developments in juvenile delinquency and its prevention, evaluation of juvenile justice sanctions and measures and new approaches in Juvenile justice systems like networking.
 
The JJO organizes an international Conference every two years. The first was held in Salamanca (Spain) in October, 2004. A total of 300 participants from 30 countries attended the conference.
 
For more information and registration, visit: www.ijjo.org
 
Email: bruxelles2006@oijj.org
(Source: International Juvenile Justice Observatory)
 
                    Human and People's Rights Court Launched
The African Union has launched a Human and People's rights Court, to be based in Arusha, Tanzania. The court will give States and people equal rights to challenge governments suspected of human rights violations. 
 
A swearing-in ceremony took place on 3rd June in Banjul, Gambia where 11 African legal experts pledged to preserve, protect and defend the African Charter of Human and People's rights. The ceremony took place two days after a AU summit, which had been convened to address continent issues The court is expected to promote and protect human rights in the continent.
For more information, visit: http://www.crin.org
(Source: CRINMAIL 794)
 
Sexual Violence Against Women and Girls in Jamaica Alarming
 
Amnesty International has called on Jamaican authorities to protect women and children against widespread discrimination, which makes them targets of sexual violence. In a new publication, Sexual Violence Against Women and Girls in Jamaica: "Just a Little Sex" Amnesty International demands that the authorities implement a 15 point action plan developed by women's organizations in the country, to fight discrimination and sexual violence against women and children.
 
The action plan recommends development of a public education program aimed at preventing rape and sexual crimes, the introduction of a national campaign against discrimination and sexual violence and the establishment of a series of shelters to provide support and refuge for victims of sexual violence.
 
Amnesty International claims discrimination against women and girls in Jamaica is widespread, making them targets of sexual violence, exposing them to serious health risks- including sexually transmitted diseases such as HIV and Aids.
 
It calls for legislative reforms and for the establishment of a gender-based training for police and judicial officials dealing with cases of sexual violence against women.
 
Separately, amnesty international has published a manual on Combating Torture. The handbook, Combating Torture: A Manual for Action has recommendations of the UN, Amnesty International, and the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and other recommendations from the rest of the world.
 
It also has topics on the prohibition of torture under international law, safeguards, conditions of detention, torture in other settings and overcoming impunity. There are also case studies highlighting, successful action that has been taken to combat torture in different countries and there are checklists of international standards and suggested further reading.
 
For more information, contact
Email: info@amnesty.org or visit, http://www.amnesty.org
(Source: CRINMAIL 792, 793)

 
 UN to Dispatch a Humanitarian Mission in Somalia
 

The United Nations plans to send a humanitarian mission to Somalia to assess the needs of the Civilians. However, the UN humanitarian coordinator for Somalia, Eric Laroche says the mission would only go to Mogadishu if there were guarantees of security.
 
He says the prevailing peace, after four months of fighting offers an opportunity to help over 300,000 internally displaced people in the city. Priority needs are health, water, sanitation and protection. Mogadishu is also alleged to be hosting many families forced out of their homes by the recent drought in the horn of Africa.
 
In February 2006, fighting broke out between Islamic Courts and faction leaders. Hundreds died and some 2000 others wounded. Faction leaders lost the battle and were kicked out of the city.
 
(Source: CRIN MAIL 790)  
 
Armed Conflict Increases Child Labour in Nepal
 
Child labour has increased among displaced children in Nepal. A new report released by Terre des homes Foundation, says that children are engaging in all sorts of labour. The report, Asylums of Exploitation: Internally Displaced Children in the Worst forms of Child Labour due to armed conflict in Nepal, claims children are working as carpet weavers, stone beakers, tea stall and restaurant helpers, mechanic helpers, rag pickers, transport workers and domestic labourers.
The study was done among 413 children working in Biratnagar, Pokhara and Kathmandu Valley. All the children were from war-affected areas of the country, and most had left their homes due to conflict. Most of the children worked for over 13 hours a day. Although the children's nutrition was adequate, the report says none had access to appropriate health care. 
 
Despite the perceived danger of exploitation, the report indicates that most of the children do not want to return home after the conflict ends.
 
For more information, visit: http://www.childtrafficking.com
(Source: Terre des homes Foundation publication)
 
  
Upcoming Events in Brief
National News

 
1-4 July
National Forum on Human Rights
Venue: KICC, Nairobi
Organizer: Kenya National Commission on Human Rights
Contact: haki@knchr.org
 
6-7 July
National Seminar on Intellectual Disabilities 
Venue: Lenana Conference Centre
Organizer: Kenya Association for the Intellectually Handicapped
Contact: kaihidi2004@yahoo.com
 
6 July
Dissemination workshop on African Union Protocol on the Rights of Women

Venue: Silver Springs hotel

Organizer: COVAW

Contact: info@covaw.or.ke
 
7-8 July
National Dialogue Conference (NDC)
Venue: KCCT, Mbagathi
Organizer: Independent Sector Consultative and Dialogue Group (ISCDG)
Contact: info@ndckenya.org
 

8 July
Day of the African Child Celebrations

Venue: Kehancha and Mabera

Organizer: KAACR

Contact: kaarc@kaacr.com
 
11 July
Child Participation meeting
Venue: KAACR Boardroom
Organizer: KAACR
Contact: kaacr@kaacr.com
 
12 July
Together for WRAP
Venue: CRADLE offices
Contact: info@thecradle.or.ke
 
12 July
NEPAD APRM report meeting-public forum

Venue: Lilian Towers

Organizer: KHRC

Contact: admin@khrc.or.ke
 
 13 July
KAACR Board Meeting
Venue: KAACR Board room
 
13 July
Validation workshop 
Venue: Silversprings
Organizer: Ministry of Labour and Human Resource Development
 
13 July
KANCO networking meeting
Venue: AMREF International Training Centre Nairobi
Organizer: KANCO
Contact: kenaids@iconnect.co.ke
 
17 July 
Lesson for Life Policy Makers Forum
Venue: Presbyterian Guest House and Conference Centre, South C, Nairobi
Organizer: LFL National Steering Committee
Contact: kaacr@kaacr.com
 
24-28 July
Regional workshop on Resource Mobilization and Proposal Writing
Venue: Rosa Mystica Retreat and Training Centre, Riara Road, Off Ngong Road 
            Nairobi
Organizer: Regional Partnership for Resource Development
Contact: ifdm@wananchi.com
 
28-29 July
National Counseling Conference
Venue: Kenya Institute of Education
Organizer: Maranatha and Neema Counseling centers.
Contact: neemactc@hotmail.com or maranathapcct@yahoo.com
 
13-16 September
3rd Global Youth Employment Summit (YES Kenya 2006)
Venue: Nairobi
Organizer: Kenya Government
Contact: pk@yesweb.org
 
Regional and International News

 
12 July
Informal Interactive hearings-CSOs & the private sector on International Migration and Development
Location: UN-HQ, New York
Contact: ngonews@un.org
 
17-20 July
Asia Pacific Childhoods Conference

Location: Singapore
Organizer: National University of Singapore
Contact: childhoods@nus.edu.sg
 
13 - 18 August 
AIDS 2006 - XVI International AIDS Conference 
Location: Toronto, Canada
 
15 September
Committee on the Rights of the Child- 43rd Session

Location: Palais Wilson, Geneva

 
18 Sep- 16 Oct
Child Rights, classroom and School Management course

Location: Lund, Sweden and Vietnam

Contact: richard.stenelo@education.lu.se
 
24-25 October
2nd International Juvenile Justice Conference
Location: Brussels, Belgium
Contact: bruxelles@oijj.org
 
15 - 17 November
International Conference on Child Labour's Global Past (1500-2000)
Location: Amsterdam, the Netherlands
Organizer: Amsterdam Foundation for International Research on Working Children (IREWOC)
Contact: aja@iisg.nl
 
19 November 
World Day for Prevention of Child Abuse 
 
19 - 22 November
World Forum on "Future Directions in Child Welfare"
Location: Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
Organizer: British Columbia Ministry of Children and Family Development and others
Contact: WorldForum2006@gov.bc.ca 
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We apologize for being out of circulation for three weeks.  This was due to unavoidable circumstances. 

We welcome your contributions to the Newsupdate through the following contacts:

 

Head Office

P.O. Box 73637,00200,





Nairobi


Email: kaacr@kaacr.com or infor@kaacr.com  


Tel: 4450256/7, 0722-780224, 0733-287964


Fax: 4450092





 

 

Coast Region

P.O. Box 2820,

Mombasa. Tel: 041-221395
 

Western Region Office

P O Box 6853

Kondele, Kisumu
 
Websites on Children Issues

 

www.kaacr.com


-
KAACR Website

 

www.unicef.org


-
UNICEF

 

www.anppcankenya.co.ke
-
ANPPCAN Child Abuse reporting 

 

www.gmfc.org.hivaids

-      
Global Movement for Children - Lesson for 



Life Campaign 

www.plan-international.org 
-
Plan International 

 

www.childtrafficking.com 
-
Terre des homes, Nepal

 

www.crin.org 


-
CRIN Website

 

www.childrenandviolence.org 
-
NGOs and the UN Study on 

Violence against Children

 

www.therightsapproach.org    -
        Resources on Rights Based Approaches  

 

www.child-to-child                  -      
Child - to - child Trust UK
 

www.nyumbani.org 

-
Nyumbani Children's Home
 

Dear Reader, please share with us other sites on children issues!
 
