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National News

 
Birth & Death Registration Bill 2006 Reviewed
 
The CSOs Policy and Legal Committee met this week to review the Births and Death Registration Bill, 2006. Over 15 recommendations were made, drawn from various sections of the Bill. This was at the request of the Department of Civil Registration under the Ministry of State for Immigration and Registration of Persons.
 
The department, through the Governance justice law and order Sector (GJLOS) began the Review Process of the existing Birth and Death Registration Act Cap 149 of the laws of Kenya in 2004. This was followed by a stakeholder's workshop, which made recommendations. Their input was used to develop a draft Bill released in June 2006.
 
A notable recommendation is to make the Bill friendly and should not discriminate children born out of wedlock. Part 3 section 13 (a) of the Bill states that "a person shall not be entered in the register as the father of any child except either at the joint request of the father and mother of such child appearing physically before the registrar, and upon the production to the registrar of such evidence as the registrar may require that the father and mother were married according to law or in accordance with recognized custom."
 
The recommendations will be included in a memorandum to be sent to the Department.
 
For more information, contact
Email: Kaacr@kaacr.com
 
Meeting to Engender Budgetary Process in Kenya Planned
 
The Kenya Gender Budget Network (KGBN) will next month host a breakfast meeting to lobby for increased participation of various stakeholders in engendering the budgetary process in Kenya. The meeting will be held at Nairobi Safari Club (Lillian Towers) on 11th October 2006.
 
The KGBN was formed in 2004 and is made up of member organizations, comprising of NGOs, CBOs, FBOs, Pressure groups and networks involved in the process of engendering the budget. Its mission is to advocate for Gender Responsive Budget (GRB) in Kenya that ensures equitable distribution, access and control of resources to both women and men. 
 
Objectives of KGBN include, sharing information and experiences on Gender Responsive Budgets. Lobby and advocate for gender responsive budgeting, strengthen the capacity of all stakeholders in Gender responsive budgeting and operatinalise Kenya Gender Budget Network (KGBN).
 
At the meeting, the gender analysis of the national budget 2006/07 will be disseminated. Other areas to be addressed are the role of KEWOPA in engendering the national budgets and way forward in engendering the national budgetary processes.
 
For more information, contact
Email: roesa@abantu.org
 
Kenyan Grand Mothers Present their Views in Toronto
 
A Kenyan Delegation of Grandmothers participated in grandmothers to grandmothers gathering held in Canada in August 2006. The grandmothers were part of a team of 104 grandmothers from Africa. They joined their Canadian counterparts to address challenges they go through in ensuring the survival of their families.
 
The objectives of the workshop organized by Stephen Lewis Foundation were to spread awareness about the plight of the African grandmothers, to tell the world their needs, agenda, and what response they wanted and to raise money for the African grandmothers.
 
Participants at the workshop pledged to assist each other in pressurizing governments to hear, understand and respond appropriately to the needs of grandmothers.
 
African Grandmothers were in particular applauded in their role in freeing Africa from colonialism as youths, later in their middle age reviving Africa and now sustaining lives of hundreds affected by HIV/AIDS.
 
For more information, contact
Email: mbuga@homeaffairs.go.ke
  
Invitation to 2006 Meza Ulimi Games 
 
An invitation has been sent out to groups and individuals wishing to take part in this year's Meza Ulimi Games to be held on 28-29 October. Participants wishing to take part in the cultural night will need to make campaign arrangements with Rowland Scouts Camp. Participation fee is shs. 200 per team of 10 and extra individuals will pay shs. 50.
The categories are as follows: - 
Team Races (OBSTACLES): - Women only Teams, Men only Teams and Mixed Teams.
Individual Races: - Eating Competitions, monopoly, scrabble and chess
Cultural Night: - Traditional Attires, Traditional Music and Traditional Show- 1960's.
 
For Registration forms, contact
Email: emmanuel.dennis@gmail.com
 
International News

 
Somali Political Groups Asked to Consider Plight of Children
 
Save the Children is appealing to the Transitional Federal Government and Supreme Council of Islamic Courts in Somalia to make children the focus of their discussions. The children agency is concerned that the parties are taking too long to reach a political settlement.
 
It says that approximately one million children in Southern Somalia are living in a state of emergency and in many regions, with 20 per cent of children under five suffering acute malnutrition.
 
Save the children is therefore calling on all international actors to do all they can to encourage continued constructive dialogue between the Transitional Federal Government and Supreme Council of Islamic Courts, in order to achieve a peaceful resolution to the current crisis.
 
The donor agencies must play a positive role in averting a large-scale conflict within Somali and be prepared to quickly scale up support to the region, with a focus on emergency preparedness and addressing children's immediate needs.
 
For more information, contact,
Email: supporter.care@savethechildren.org.uk
(Source: CRINMAIL 817)
 
CSW Annual Meeting to Focus on Violence Against Girls
 
The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) will be holding its annual meeting on 26th February to 9th March 2007 in New York. The meeting will address elimination of all forms of discrimination and violence against the girl child.
 
The Working Group on Girls (WGG) of the NGO Committee on UNICEF and the New York NGO Committee on Commission of the Status of Women, together with their agency partners, UNICEF and the Division for the Advancement of Women (DAW), have organized the meeting.
 
Interested parties are requested to ensure maximum participation of girls by including them in their delegations. The girls must be accompanied by a chaperone. Names of the girls and contact information should be sent to wggs@girlsrights.org so that they can be included in activities being planned to enrich their experiences.
 
For more information, visit www.un.org/womenwatch/daw
Email: ngo-csw-ny@hotmail.com
 
Europe Seeks Treaty on Child Sexual Exploitation
 

The Council of Europe is preparing a new treaty that will put in place effective protection of children against sexual exploitation and abuse. The treaty seeks to push for action other than just concern, as has been the case.
 
The second meeting of the committee of experts on the protection of children against exploitation and abuse took place in Strasbourg in mid September. It's hoped that the experts will come up with a legal instrument offering a groundbreaking approach to protect children.
 
Other areas, the treaty is expected to address include, child friendly judicial procedures, effective jurisdiction of the courts in Council of Europe member states regardless of the offenders' nationality or whereabouts, measures to render difficult or even impossible the expiration of limitation periods for these crimes, effective, proportionate and dissuasive sanctions and substantially improved international cooperation.
 
For more information, visit http://www.coe.int
(Source: CRINMAIL 817)
  
Second Session on Human Rights Council Underway
 
The second session of the Human Rights Council is underway in Geneva, Switzerland and will close on 6th October 2006. The session is currently                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                receiving reports from thematic and country mandate holders and from the two working groups on the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) and the review of mandates and mechanisms.
 
Reports from special rapporteurs and Independent Experts relating to children's rights will be presented this week, during the Council's plenary sessions.
 
For more information, visit: http://www.crin.org
(Source: CRINMAIL 817)
Call to Nominations for Amnesty Award
 
Amnesty International USA is seeking nominations for the 2007 'Ginetta Sagan Award' given to women who dedicate themselves to fighting for the rights of women and children. Next years Award will be given to a woman who works on behalf of the human rights of children.
 
The $ 10,000 award is presented each year at the Annual General Meeting of Amnesty International USA. Nomination deadline is 16th October 2006.
 
For more information, contact
Email: gsf@aiusa.org
(Source: CRINMAIL 817)
 

Upcoming Events in Brief
 

National News

 

29 September

Juvenile Justice Systems in Kenya & alternative rehabilitation for child offenders

Venue: Taragwiti Primary school

Organizer: KAACR

Contact: kaacr@kaacr.com
 

29 September

Volunteering Conference

Venue: AMREF Training Centre

Organizer: UFADHILI TRUST

Contact: thecentre@bidii.com
 

30 Sept. - 1 October 

Training for peer leaders on Reproductive Health Rights of girls & boys 

Venue: Chacha Maroa Primary Schools

Organizer: KAACR

Contact: kaacr@kaacr.com
 
3-5 October
Humanitarian Development Summit
Venue: KICC
Contact: hdp@developmentprogram.org
                                                                                                                                11 October
Breakfast meeting - Kenya Gender Budget Network (KGBN)

Venue: Lillian Towers, Nairobi

Organizer: ABANTU

Contact: roesa@abantu.org
 
Regional and International News

 

2 October
Pre-Sessional Working Group of the Committee on Rights of the Child

Location: Geneva, Switzerland

Contact: mdegennaro@bluewin.ch
 
9 October
UN study Launch
Location: UN headquarters, New York
Contact: secretariat@sgsvac.org
 
24-25 October
2nd International Juvenile Justice Conference
Location: Brussels, Belgium
Contact: bruxelles@oijj.org
 
15 - 17 November
International Conference on Child Labour's Global Past (1500-2000)
Location: Amsterdam, the Netherlands
Organizer: Amsterdam Foundation for International Research on Working
                 Children (IREWOC)
Contact: aja@iisg.nl
 
19 November 
World Day for Prevention of Child Abuse 
 
19 - 22 November
World Forum on "Future Directions in Child Welfare"
Location: Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
Organizer: British Columbia Ministry of Children and Family Development 
Contact: WorldForum2006@gov.bc.ca 
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Head Office

P.O. Box 73637,00200,





Nairobi


Email: kaacr@kaacr.com or infor@kaacr.com  


Tel: 4450256/7, 0722-780224, 0733-287964


Fax: 4450092





 

 

Coast Region

P.O. Box 2820,

Mombasa. Tel: 041-221395
 

Western Region Office

P O Box 6853

Kondele, Kisumu
 
Websites on Children Issues

 

www.kaacr.com


-
KAACR Website

 

www.unicef.org


-
UNICEF

 

www.anppcankenya.co.ke
-
ANPPCAN Child Abuse reporting 

 

www.gmfc.org.hivaids

 -Global Movement for Children - 
                                                        Lesson for Life Campaign 

www.plan-international.org 
-
Plan International 

 

www.childtrafficking.com 
-
Terre des homes, Nepal

 

www.crin.org 


-
CRIN Website

 

www.childrenandviolence.org 
-
NGOs and the UN Study on 
                                                        Violence against Children

 

www.therightsapproach.org    -        Resources on Rights Based Approaches  

 

www.child-to-child                  -       Child - to - child Trust UK
 

www.nyumbani.org 

-       Nyumbani Children's Home
 

www.mamafatumas.org           -      Mama Fatuma goodwill children's home
 

Dear Reader, please share with us other sites on children issues!
 
 

 
 
 
 
