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National News
 
Lesson for Life National Policy Makers Forum Planned
 
The National Steering Committee on Lesson for Life is hosting a National Policy Makers forum on 17th July, 2006 at the Presbyterian Guest House and Conference Centre, Nairobi. The forum brings together policy makers and children representatives from all the eight provinces to discuss issues raised by children regarding access to treatment for children infected with HIV/AIDS.
 
Lesson for life is a public education and social mobilization event organized in schools and non-formal education settings during World AIDS Day observed on 1st December. Last years campaign was Access to Treatment for Children Infected with HIV/AIDS.
Over 50,000 children participated in last year's event and children came up with views on what they want to see done to address the plight of children infected by HIV/AIDS.
 
Key objectives of the workshop is to showcase the essays, posters and white bands that were drawn by children during the lesson for life trainings and develop a plan of action for follow-up.
 
For more information, contact 
Email: kaacr@kaacr.com
 
    2nd National Child Labour Policy Draft Disseminated to CSOs
 
The Ministry of Labour and Human Resource Development disseminated its second draft on National Child Labour Policy for further amendment and input. Several CSOs attending the dissemination workshop came up with new input to be incorporated into the document.
 
Some areas that participants felt needed to be addressed include definitions of various terms in the document, which were too shallow. There is also need to consider the inclusion of other international legislations governing child labour into the document.
 
Participants also felt that a clause on children with disabilities should be incorporated into the final document. The draft as it is does not have provisions for children with disabilities.
 
Some of the CSOs present were FAWE-K, ANPPCAN-Regional, World Vision Kenya and KAACR.
 
UK Children Visit HIV/AIDS Orphans
 
Two teenagers from Children's Express, an organization that supports children media, have been in the country for the last two weeks, visiting HIV/AIDS orphans. The two, Ella Parry-Davies 17 and Ghizlan Akerbousse 13 say they were impressed by the zeal of the orphaned children to live despite the difficulties they face. The duo were sharing their experiences at a meeting with Journalists for Children Rights Network (JCRN).
 
KAACR and Plan International Kenya initiated the formation of a media network in November 2005, to highlight children issues in the local media. The network has been mandated with the task of giving a voice to the children and their issues.
 
At one of the visits in Boma family home, Thika, the teenagers were overwhelmed by the positive attitudes that orphaned children incorporate in their daily tasks. Two youths Laureen Correa 19 and David Muhanji 21 representing the Nairobi Children's Video Project, a Plan International project, accompanied the teenagers. 
 
They have been commissioned to produce radio and web features for Sky News Radio on their return to the UK. Their reports will be broadcast in the run-up to the XVI International Conference, in Toronto, Canada scheduled for 13-18 August 2006.
 
Children's Express is a UK news agency producing news, features and comments by young people, aged 8 to 18. They research and write stories on issues that are important to them for publication in national and local newspapers, magazines, television and radio. It was launched in 1995 and has since published over 1,000 children stories in the local and national media in UK.
 
For more information, contact
Email: manford.ncube@childrens-express.org
 
 International News
 
Children Participate in G8 Summit
 
For the first time, children have been incorporated into this years G8 summit going on in Pushkin, Russia. Children will get a chance to share their views directly with world leaders on 16 July 2006. The summit runs from 7-18 July 2006 and has brought together 60 youths aged 13-17 from G8 countries, to discuss what they think the G8 leaders should do about some of the most serious global issues.
 
UNICEF is supporting the organization of the junior 8 and has launched a junior 8 website. The site will feature latest news on the summit. It will also give children from the rest of the world an opportunity to meet online with junior 8 participants. Issues to be raised by the children include, HIV/AIDS, Education, and Energy Security, some of the key themes of this years G8 agenda.
 
The G8 countries are Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, United Kingdom, United States of America, Russian Federation.
 
For more information, visit: http://www.crin.org
(Source: CRINMAIL 796)

 
Sudan, Uganda and DRC Most Dangerous Countries for Children
 
Sudan, Uganda and the DRC are the most dangerous places for children, a Reuters AlertNet poll claims. Wars and disease are said to be prevalent in this countries affecting the well being of children.
 
Other countries include Iraq, Somalia, India, the Palestinian territories, Afghanistan, Chechnya and Myanmar. AlertNet, is a humanitarian news agency run by Reuters Foundation..
 
For more information Visit: http://www.crin.org
(Source: CRINMAIL 796)
 
West and Central African Countries sign Child Trafficking Accord

 
A multilateral accord against child trafficking has been signed to protect children in Central and West African regions. The accord was signed in Abuja on July 7, 2006 during an ongoing conference for 26 West and Central African countries, representatives of European governments, International Labor Organization and UNICEF.
 
Each year, thousands of children are trafficked across west and central African countries. Most are hired to work in plantations and quarries, where they are  underpaid and exploited. High poverty levels tempt parents to sell their children to traffickers.
 
For more information, UNICEF: Child trafficking fact sheet
(Source: CRINMAIL 796)
 
Child Abuse Cases Increase in Japan

 
The number of child abuse cases in Japan has increased by about 26 per cent. A report by the Japanese government indicates that half of abuse cases occur among children aged below 6 years.
 
Parents are alleged to beat up their children and starve them. A total of 33,408 children were reported abused in 2005 compared to 26,569 in 2004. At least, 44.5 percent of the cases involved physical abuse, while 36.7 per cent involved neglect.
 
The high level of abuse has largely been blamed on the workaholic habits of Japanese men, who leave their wives with the responsibility of raising children and a breakdown in the extended family.
 
For more information, visit: http://www.crin.org
(Source: CRINMAIL 794)
Former Child Soldiers Languish in Burundi cells
 
The Burundian government is detaining former child soldiers associated with the Rebel National Forces. In its recent publication, the Human Rights Watch says the minors are held with adult convicts in violation of international laws.
 
Some who are as young as 13 years are bundled in jails receiving one meal a day. In other cases, the government is alleged to force the former child soldiers to collaborate with the military in the search for and identification of active National Liberation Forces combatants or collaborators. Such assignments only put the children at Risk and may complicate their reintegration into their communities in the future.
 
In the publication A long Way from Home: FLN Child Soldiers in Burundi, the Human Rights Watch calls on the Burundian government to fulfill its obligations under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child to protect the rights of all children in Burundi, including former child combatants.
 
For more Information, Visit http://www.crin.org
(Source: CRINMAIL 789)
 
Taliban Attacking Schools in Afghanistan

 
The Taliban have resurfaced in Afghanistan and are attacking schools. Girls schools are hardest hit, according to Human Rights Watch. The escalating attacks are threatening to deprive another generation of Education.
 
In a 142 page report, Lessons in Terror: Attacks on Education in Afghanistan, Human Rights Watch documents 204 incidents of attacks on teachers, students and schools since January 2005. More attacks have been reported since January 2006 and schools in some districts have been closed.
 
The assault on education in Afghanistan is part of a dramatic resurgence over the past year of armed opposition to the central government and its international supporters. 
 
Human rights Watch calls on the international community and the Afghan government to monitor, prevent and respond to attacks on education. 
 
For more information, visit:http://www.crin.org
(Source: CRINMAIL 796)
 
Upcoming Events in Brief
National News

17 July 
Lesson for Life Policy Makers Forum
Venue: Presbyterian Guest House and Conference Centre, South C, Nairobi
Organizer: LFL National Steering Committee
Contact: kaacr@kaacr.com
 
24-28 July
Regional workshop on Resource Mobilization and Proposal Writing
Venue: Rosa Mystica Retreat and Training Centre, Riara Road, Off Ngong Road 
            Nairobi
Organizer: Regional Partnership for Resource Development
Contact: ifdm@wananchi.com
 
28-29 July
National Counseling Conference
Venue: Kenya Institute of Education
Organizer: Maranatha and Neema Counseling centers.
Contact: neemactc@hotmail.com or maranathapcct@yahoo.com
 
13-16 September
3rd Global Youth Employment Summit (YES Kenya 2006)
Venue: Nairobi
Organizer: Kenya Government
Contact: pk@yesweb.org
 
 
Regional and International News

 
17-20 July
Asia Pacific Childhoods Conference

Location: Singapore
Organizer: National University of Singapore
Contact: childhoods@nus.edu.sg
 
18 July
Civil Society Forum on Least Developed Countries 2001-2010

Location: Geneva

Contact: Ramin.Kweh@unctad.org
 

9 August
12th commemoration of the International Day of the World's Indigenous people
Location: UN headquarters in New York
Organizer: Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
Contact: indigenouspermanentforum@un.org
 
13 - 18 August 
AIDS 2006 - XVI International AIDS Conference 
Location: Toronto, Canada
 
15 September
Committee on the Rights of the Child- 43rd Session

Location: Palais Wilson, Geneva

 
18 Sep- 16 Oct
Child Rights, Classroom and School Management course

Location: Lund, Sweden and Vietnam

Contact: richard.stenelo@education.lu.se
 

24-25 October
2nd International Juvenile Justice Conference
Location: Brussels, Belgium
Contact: bruxelles@oijj.org 
 
15 - 17 November
International Conference on Child Labour's Global Past (1500-2000)
Location: Amsterdam, the Netherlands
Organizer: Amsterdam Foundation for International Research on Working Children (IREWOC)
Contact: aja@iisg.nl
 
19 November 
World Day for Prevention of Child Abuse 
 
19 - 22 November
World Forum on "Future Directions in Child Welfare"
Location: Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
Organizer: British Columbia Ministry of Children and Family Development and others
Contact: WorldForum2006@gov.bc.ca 
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We welcome your contributions to the Newsupdate through the following contacts:

 

Head Office

P.O. Box 73637,00200,





Nairobi


Email: kaacr@kaacr.com or infor@kaacr.com  


Tel: 4450256/7, 0722-780224, 0733-287964


Fax: 4450092





 

 

Coast Region

P.O. Box 2820,

Mombasa. Tel: 041-221395  
 

Western Region Office

P O Box 6853

Kondele, Kisumu
 
Websites on Children Issues

 

www.kaacr.com

    -
KAACR Website

 

www.unicef.org

    -
UNICEF

 

www.anppcankenya.co.ke
    -   ANPPCAN Child Abuse reporting Life Campaign 

 

www.gmfc.org.hivaids
    -   Global Movement for Children - Lesson for life  

www.plan-international.org    -  Plan International 

 

www.childtrafficking.com       - Terre des homes, Nepal

 

www.crin.org 


    - CRIN Website

 

                                     www.childrenandviolence.org -  NGOs and the UN Study on Violence against Children

      www.therightsapproach.org     -  Resources on Rights Based Approaches  
 

www.child-to-child                -  Child - to - child Trust UK
 

www.nyumbani.org 

   -   Nyumbani Children's Home
 

Dear Reader, please share with us other sites on children issues!
