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A new report of the land center
Egyptian children need care and safe living
Killing of 352 children during 2008
This is report No. (65) of the economic and social rights series, issued by the land center. The report aims to monitor violence against children in the second half of 2008 through the monitoring of news incidents relating to the rights of children in some Egyptian newspapers. The report was adopted according to the method of content analysis of news published by newspapers on the incidence of children to identify crimes of violence against children, in addition to the approximate knowledge of the magnitude of violence against children. 
The total cases of violence against the children led to the death of (352) child of the total of (664) incidents of violence against children from different social groups. 
During the second half of 2008, sexual abuse of children outside or within the family and school amounted to (58) cases, physical assaults on children (6) cases, cases of domestic violence (37) case, the total cases of neglect in the social and health care, education and food (159) cases, cases of exploitation of children have reached (3) cases, official violence (6) cases, deliberately killing children (19) case, child abduction (9) cases, road accidents and other miscellaneous incidents that do not fall under any of the previous divisions (57) case. 
The first section of the report shows the most important manifestations of domestic violence, which amounted to (38) incidents of family violence against children and led to the killing of (33) children as a result of many, various and unknown reasons. The most perpetrators of violence are housewives with (23) incidents, while the number of male perpetrators of violence reached (18).
The second section of the report undertakes sexual abuse suffered by children totaling (58) cases within and beyond the family, school and community. (8) criminal sexual abuse of children within the family have been detected. The number of abused girls (8), while the number of abused boys (7). (11) cases of sexual abuse within the school were monitored. The number of abused children (9) girls and (3) boys. As for sexual assaults on children inside the community have reached (39) cases. The most perpetrators of such violence are the unemployed with (11) incidents, workers with (10), drivers with (7), (4) carpenters, bakers, blacksmiths, farmers, tailors, plumbers, mechanics and contractors. The number of abused children (22) girls and (12) boys. 
The third section of the report monitors crimes of willful killing of children, which amounted to (19) crimes. The perpetrators of these crimes were mostly males reaching (33) men, while the number of females perpetrators were (4) women. 
The forth section of the report shows the cases of negligence in the child's social, health, education and food rights, which amounted to (159) case of negligence, leading to the death (55) children. As the number of cases of neglect in the allocation of social welfare reached (43) case at home, juvenile institutions and in orphanages. Leading to the death of (32) children and the injury of (60). Varying between (54) girls and (43) boys. The number of cases of neglect in children's rights to health care reached (39) incidents due to several reasons, including the absence of doctors in hospitals or because of diagnostic error, which have reached (13) incidents, resulting in to the death of (19) children and permanent disability or injury of (23) children, varying between (108) girls and (113) boys. The negligence in the care of education amounted to (62) incidents, resulting into physical and psychological injury with (56) incidents, while the incidents of death reached (4) accidents, in addition to exposure to theft and failure within the school because of not receiving  the school books. The number of abused children were (75) girls and (55) boys. The negligence in the care of food amounted to (15) cases, due to failure to pay the subsidized milk for babies that was sold on the black market, or because of eating bad meals. This has resulted in (12) incidents of exposure to diseases and (3) incidents of poisoning. 
The fifth section of the report spotlights physical attacks on children that have reached (6) different cases, resulting in the injury of (5) boys and one girl. 
The sixth section of the report deals with crimes of kidnapping children, which amounted to (11) cases - (8) girls and (6) boys - The number of perpetrators of violence were (9) males and (5) females. 
The seventh section of the report reviews the crimes of exploitation of children and their right to safe life, (3) cases were observed that included the exploitation of children in the streets for pick-pocketing, robbery, begging and dealing drugs. 
The eighth section of the report reviews official violence against children that has observed (6) incidents by official bodies. Resulted in the death of a child, in addition to the injury of (3) and the detention of (3) other children. The violence perpetrators were security personnel, police officers and deans. 
The ninth section of the report reviews road accidents and other incidents that did not fall into any of the previous divisions, which amounted to (57) incidents, led to the death of (73) children. These accidents variety between the explosion of gas cylinders or gas leak, which lead to suffocation or due to the imbalance caused by drowning, or the lack of swimming proficiency, or the result of insane speed of the car next to a coup and other sailing boats in the Nile or the result of electric shock or fire due to a stray bullet or a result of the collapse houses, or the result of the fall of objects on the children during walking or neighbors because of differences or the result of defending some of the people to get to something. The number of victimized children varied between (83) boys and (54) girls. 
In conclusion, the report reviewed some of the following observations and recommendations: 
· The need to punish all those who participated or helped in the sale of children or in the sexual exploitation with severe penalties up to imprisonment for life to reduce the spread of such crimes against our children. 
· The need to develop an integrated mechanism to improve the living situation of marginalized children and their families, especially those who are at risk of delinquency to ensure their protection and contribute to the creation of practical mechanisms to intervene to stop the infringement on the rights of children. 
· Review of ministerial decisions, which depend on the supply of meals to the Ministry of Education and the development of standards and controls for the oversight of such meals in order for children not to get sick or die as victims of our complacency and laxity and corruption of government. 
· To enable children and increase their awareness of their rights and duties and how to protect themselves from any kind of violence in the curricula of different education and urged them to report in any cases of abuse or violence, with the provision of appropriate mechanisms to do so. 
· Ensure the dissemination of the attacks on the rights of children in the social pages away from the accidents pages, and interest in a way that such news is formulated about child abuse and crimes describing them correctly and addressing all its aspects. 
In the end, we urge all the institutions of the civil society and the members of the local people's congresses to work together to improve the conditions of our children.
The full report will be published on our website as soon as we finish the translation
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