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Children and Young People’s Preparatory Forum 

Overview  
The Preparatory Forum brought together 21 children and young people from around the world. These children had been active participants in the Regional Consultations held in 2005 as part of the Study, and had been selected through diverse participatory processes in their different regions and countries. 
Children and young people represented 18 countries, namely, Canada, China, East Timor, Ethiopia, India, Jamaica, Lesotho, Maldives, Mali, Nepal, Nicaragua, Philippines, Romania, Senegal, Slovenia, Venezuela, Yemen and Zambia. 
The Preparatory Forum helped children and young people to prepare for their participation in the International Launch of the UN Study on Violence against Children which was held on 11 October 2006 in New York, as well as in the various side events which supported and accompanied the launch. 
The Forum used participatory exercises and group discussion techniques to help children express their opinions and experiences and shape their participation in the International Launch as they saw fit. 
In particular, the Forum helped children and young people participating in the launch to:

· Further explore the issues covered in the UN Study and become familiar with the Study’s recommendations.
· Prioritise the issues children and young people wished to raise and highlight at the International Launch.
· Support a process in which children could shape the opportunities for their participation that were available during the International Launch but which also recognise the constraints imposed by a formal UN process.
· Identify and assign roles and responsibilities for each participant during the International Launch.
· Provide support for children’s involvement in media activities and features.
On Day One, children and young people went through a process of exercises to get familiar with each other and with the key aspects of the UN Study. The children and young people were provided with an overview of the International Launch and its side events. 
To prepare in more detail for the International Launch the children and young people divided themselves into three committees based on the events during the week, namely, 
1. Speech to the Third Committee (UN General Assembly, 11th October) and Evening Reception hosted by the governments of Germany, Finland, Sweden and Uruguay at the German Mission (12th October)

2. Roundtable discussion at Labouisse Hall (12th October)
3. Launch of the child friendly materials at UNICEF House (12th October)
On Day Two, children worked in their chosen committees to plan the events. Media training was also provided which helped children and young people to prepare key messages for the press. Children were able to practice being confident spokespeople for the UN Study. 
On Day Three, children and young people prepared selection procedures for their participation and fair representation in the various events around the launch and continued to refine their presentations for these events. 
On Day Four, children and young people visited the UN building and became familiar with UN processes and procedures. In the afternoon they all participated in the international launch by attending the 3rd Committee of the 61st Session of the UN General Assembly. One of their representatives made a speech to the 3rd Committee on behalf of the other young participants.  
On Day Five, the children played an important role in the roundtable discussion and took centre stage during the launch of the child friendly materials where the UN Secretary-General - Kofi Annan - made a special and surprise appearance. 
Getting Started 
The young facilitators used a ‘talk show’ format to introduce the guests at the opening sessions of the Preparatory Forum.  The signature slogan of the talk show was ‘Our Right to be Protected From Violence Against Children’. This became the rallying call of the children and young people both during the Preparatory Forum and the International Launch.
Amaya Gillespie, Director of the UN Study Secretariat, welcomed the children and young people and provided them with a brief outline of how and why the UN Study had been initiated. The Study has been the first opportunity for the UN to look at different types of violence together and find ways to alleviate them. The Study has looked at all partners to see what can be done together to end violence against children. The participation of children and young people has been unique to the Study. The Children and Young People’s Preparatory Forum reflects the same spirit and conviction. 
Important information on child protection was then shared with the children and young people and their accompanying adults. Afterwards, regions – including accompanying adults - introduced themselves to the rest of the participants. The agenda for the Forum was also shared in this plenary session. 
Stories around the camp fire 

Children and young people were asked to make postcards depicting their most significant activities in their own countries to end violence against children. Some postcards were written stories. Others portrayed their work in images and pictures. All the stories were shared around a ‘camp fire’ in a plenary session.

“We have come this far and we can make a difference”
                                   - A young person at the Preparatory Forum
“I work with younger children on violence issues using art. I have also undertaken surveys and interviews, involving children.” 

- An 18 year old girl from Canada 
“Violence against children is very high in Jamaica. We, children and young people find strategies on how we can prevent this. We encourage other children to end violence against children as well.”

- An 18 year old girl from Jamaica 
“Whenever I attend an event like this I prepare a report to share what I learnt with my friends back home.” 
- A 19 year old girl from India
“I’m part of a group in my university, which works on peace and violence. The group particularly works on gun violence.” 
- An 18 year old girl from Canada
“A national seminar on the potential of children’s rights was held in Beijing. China signed the UNCRC so we are working towards it.” 
- A 16 year old girl from China
“It is through children that innocence in the world exists. Otherwise the world would be full of anger. So, to keep the innocence we need to keep the children safe.”
- An 18 year old boy from Zambia
“We undertook a sensitisation campaign on violence against children focusing on all forms of violence against children. We undertook radio broadcasts, produced comics, drew sketches, to raise awareness on violence against children. We particularly focused on employers and families. The focus was on showing them the consequences of violence.” 
- An 18 year old girl from Mali
“At school we drew pictures that indicate violence against children. We teach students and families, what children should and should not do. We shared children and young people’s recommendations to end violence against children with children at the schools.” 
- A 14 year old boy from Ethiopia
“We are working for the last four years to end violence against children. In Yemen families believe that a boy should be a man right from the beginning. This makes boys face violence at an early age.”
- A 17 year old girl from Yemen
“In our child club we use media to raise awareness on child rights. Using radio, TV news, dance, songs and drawing we tell people about violence against children.”
- An 18 year old boy from East Timor
“I’m part of a child club for working children. In our community parents were forcing a 15-year-old girl to get married. Members of the child club went to her home and were able to negotiate with the parents to stop the marriage. Moreover, alcohol abuse is rampant in our village. We prepared a drama on the issue and presented it to our community. Many parents stopped drinking and started sending their children to school because of it. We also help children who are working, by requesting their employers to send them to school. We have extended our work to other child clubs and networks. We are trying to replicate our work in other communities.” 
- A 16 year old boy from Nepal
“We work on issues of corporal punishment, sexual exploitation and physical abuse. Children and young people also have the responsibility to end violence against children. We have come this far and we can make a difference.” 
- A 17 year old girl from Nicaragua
“In West Africa, national plans have been developed which bring together partners and different networks to end violence against children. Beating children, is rooted in our culture. Adults are not educated enough. They don’t know how to behave in a civil way with children. In Senegal, they are preparing for a big meeting in October 2006 on this issue. At Senegal’s National Assembly, many children spoke on violence against children and their viewpoint was incorporated.”
- A 15 year old boy from Senegal
“Sexual harassment, bullying and corporal punishment are major issues in my country.  Bullying is most common. Sometimes teachers also propose to students. We speak to the parents about such things.”
- A 16 year old girl from Lesotho
“Our government believes in children’s participation. They have created child led organisations which are community based. They train facilitators who orient families on children’s rights and responsibilities. Local councils have created a group that works for the protection of children. There is also an annual national children’s consultation that forms the National Plan of Action for children. The children representatives sit beside the Philippines government to discuss violence against children. Moreover, children’s organisations with UNICEF and the government implement the child friendly school system. Even then, much more work is needed on the issue of violence against children.”   
- A 19 year old girl from the Philippines
“I work as a volunteer with Save the Children Romania, which has undertaken a national campaign - Beating does not come from heaven. I work as a young facilitator, informing children and young people about the Study and also translating material for them. I also help in developing a student lawyer system in schools. We have made 5 June a day to end violence against children in Romania. We also conducted a summer school on children’s participation, which reunited refugee children and children from other centres and schools. Our young volunteers group also prepares drama. Our campaign revolves around the theme - Promote art better than violence.” 
An 18 year old girl from Romania 

“There is physical, psychological and sexual abuse of children in my country. Children also play a role to end this.” 
- A 17 year old girl from Nicaragua
“Violence is like a monster, we cut off the head and another grows in its position. I’m doing everything I can to fight this monster. We have to unite to fight this monster.” 
- An 18 year old boy from Venezuela
“After the regional consultation we asked the government to form a child rights club which will be functioning by the end of this year. Through this club we will work to end child marriage and physical and humiliating punishments.” 
A 17 year old girl from Maldives
“We work with the Council of Europe to end corporal punishment and sexual abuse in the cyber space. Youth representatives are also working with the ombudsperson, NGOs and ministries to create a pilot project on child advocacy.”  

A 19 year old boy from Slovenia 
Synthesis 
The exercise helped children and young people to share a common purpose and connect with each other. Children and young people agreed on the urgent need for them to be aware of and be involved in actions to end violence against children. 
Children and Young People’s Expectations from the Forum 
· To get an understanding of how children and young people will participate in the launch, 

· To share ideas, experiences and learn from each other, 

· To understand how the follow up process will shape after the launch. 

Children and young people also agreed on the following ground rules during the Forum
Respect each other, 
Equal opportunity to participate, 

Feel free to participate or not,
Do not judge, 

Be inclusive, 

Be cooperative,
Freedom of speech for everyone,
Raise your hand and speak,
Don’t interrupt people when they speak,
Speak concisely and simply so that people can understand,
Speak slowly so that translators can do their job,
Keep the room tidy, 

Be positive, 

Keep toilets tidy,
Children and young people should stay with the accompanying adult so that they don’t get lost,
Respect the time schedule, 

There should be consequences for not following the ground rules.

A Refresher on the UN Study process 
Although the children and young people had all played an active part in the UN Study process – either at country, regional and/or international levels - Lena Karlsson provided a brief background to help everyone reorient themselves and become familiar again with the details.  
The UN Study on Violence against Children was requested by the UN Secretary General in 2002. In 2005, as part of the Study process, nine regional consultations were conducted with the active participation of children and young people. At the consultations, government, NGOs, UN agencies and children met to discuss violence against children. They also came up with many recommendations which were incorporated into the Study. The governments were also asked what they can do to stop violence against children.  
There have been many people and organisations involved in the Study process. In addition to the independent expert, Professor Paulo Pinheiro, three UN agencies – UNICEF, OHCHR (Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights) and WHO – worked on the Study. An NGO Advisory Panel was also created consisting of child rights experts (adults and young persons) representing different regions in the world. 

The UN Study report

The report provides a global picture of violence against children and proposes clear recommendations on how to prevent and respond to violence. The report looks into the following forms of violence:
· Physical violence

· Mental/emotional violence

· Sexual violence

· Trafficking, kidnapping, prostitution

· Bullying

· Harmful traditional customs, such as Female Genital Mutilation, early marriage etc 
· Neglect

· Witnessing violence

· Self violence

· Violence through the media and the internet.

Key findings

Violence against children exists in every part of the world. The report clearly states that violence against children is never right and breaches fundamental human rights. It also highlights that violence is preventable. All governments have the main responsibility to stop violence but everyone in society has a role to play. For example, families/caregivers should be helped to protect their children. 
The report also highlights that some children are more at risk in terms of their age, gender, ability, social status, etc. Violence leads to injuries, emotional problems (anger, depression), difficulty in dealing with other people, learning problems and dangerous behaviour (drugs, criminal actions). 

Violence takes place,
· At home

· In schools and other educational places

· In institutions (such as orphanages), in prison, etc

· In the workplace

· In the community

The report highlights that children have a right to participate in decisions on how to stop violence. It is difficult to work against violence because many countries see it as a custom or use it as a punishment. Violence remains hidden because of fear. The Study also looked for statistics, but since very little violence is reported or recorded, the numbers were difficult to gather.  
Recommendations from the UN Study on Violence against Children

1) Governments should take stronger actions on violence against children and make concrete plans to address it. They should work together with children and young people, NGOs, UN agencies and the private sector. There should be budgets to follow these plans. The plans also need to be monitored. 
2) Governments should ban all forms of violence.
3) They should pay more attention to prevent violence.
4) They should give out clear messages such as “violence against children is never right”. Everyone should learn about non-violent ways of dealing with each other.
5) People who work with children should learn how to stop violence.
6) Governments should help and support children who have been victims of violence.

7) Children should be encouraged to express their views and be involved in actions to stop violence.

8) It should be easy for anyone to report violence against children.

9) People who are violent against children should be punished.
10) Governments should address the different ways in which violence take place to girls and boys.

11) Governments should collect information and do research on violence against children.

12) Governments should sign international agreements about stopping violence against children.

Some Specific recommendations from the Study 
· Give advice and support to parents and families.
· Train teachers and students on children’s rights and how to solve conflicts in a non-violent way.
· Avoid placing children in institutions. Have strict rules on how to treat children in institutions. Small offences should not be seen as crimes.

· Protect children from violence in the workplace. Children should not be involved in harmful work.

· Make public places safe for children. Work with the media, the internet and computer game companies to protect children from violence.

· Train police officers and other professionals on child rights.

In countries where there are no governments, such as Somalia, it is the international community who has to implement the recommendations. 
A child friendly version of the UN Study report has also been created. The report is packaged with a practical guide for adolescent girls and boys on how to work on violence. These publications target 12-18 year old children. The documents are as follows: 

· United Nations Secretary-General's Study on Violence against Children: Adapted for Children and Young People

· Our Right to Be Protected: Activities for Learning and Taking Action for Children and Young People 

For children in the age group of 7-11 years a document called, Safe You and Safe Me, Violence is NOT OK! has been published.  It covers similar issues as the documents above, but is adapted for younger children.  
The documents will be translated to French and Spanish and other local languages. 

Next Steps

Countries and regions

· By 2007, every country should have clear ideas about which actions to take, how long it will take, what will be achieved and how much money it will cost – to stop violence against children.

· Every government should have a focal point (a person, a team, a government department) which will ensure that the plans are implemented.

· Every country should include their work to stop violence into their UNCRC reporting.

· UN agencies should support the governments to do so.
· There should be a ban on physical and humiliating punishments. 
Internationally

· A UN Special Representative should be appointed.

· A global inter-agency group (UN agencies, NGOs, children & young people) on Violence against Children should work with the Special Representative.
· International financial institutions (such as the World Bank) should explain how their actions affect children.

After the launch on 11th October negotiations will be held among governments on the UN Study recommendations. These negotiations will result in a resolution on violence against children as part of a bigger (omnibus) resolution on children’s rights. Physical and humiliating punishment and the appointment of a Special Representative are the two most sensitive or controversial recommendations which may not be included in the final text of the resolution.

Questions for Discussion
Children and young people formed three smaller groups to discuss what can be done to ensure that these recommendations are implemented by:
governments,
UN agencies and NGOs,

children and young people, and,
media and the private sector.
	
	Governments
	UN agencies and NGOs
	Children and young people
	Media and the private sector

	Group 1
	· Funding for National Plan of Action 

· Organise a national launch 

· Adapt legislation concerning violence and introduce punishments

· Promote children and young people’s participation in decision making and support them

· Create rules on UNCRC and violence for ministries to implement

· Create a special committee
	· Support preparation of a special representative to follow up on the Study. 

· The UN should support local NGOs

· Promote and spread the information

· Develop programmes and trainings and support financially

· Lobby with the governments and collaborate with them 
	· Work with peers  (give them information, create awareness)

· Create youth parliament and lobby with the government to take action

· Take active participation with adults 
	· Undertake media campaigns on violence against children.
· Provide funds

· Respect child rights

· Take children’s consent when engaging with them
· Create child friendly programmes 

· Produce regular programmes that help to fight violence

· Create a helpline for children and provide other services

· Promote and report positive and negative changes. 

	Group 2
	· Address problems that the youth bring up in parliamentary meetings. They should be solved by the Ministry of Youth. 

· Ministry should follow up on the Study and one government agency should be a focal point for dealing with issues of violence against children. 

· Undertake activities to identify types of violence in schools. 

· Provide financial support to projects and campaigns 

· Before taking any actions, everyone should know and respect the rights of children 

· Different ministries should work together to solve the problem.
	· Design projects that empower children 

· Find more ways of involving children 

· Influence the government to create for policies for children (funding)

· Help children to get organised
	· If actions are not taken, young people should follow up 

· Children and young people should speak up and let people know that they want to be involved 

· They should talk to their friends and inform them of children’s rights

· If actions are not taken, children should use their voice to criticise the government. 

· Participate in activities to show adults how children feel about violence.
	· Media should spread information on children’s rights. 

· Media should help to promote the voices of children.

· There should be an institution to monitor the news and shows, as violence helps promote violence.  

	Don’t forget about children with disabilities, helping and involving them.



	Group 3
	· Educate 

· Follow up 

· Get data and information 

· Provide forums for youth to share their concerns 

· Create laws

· Create an action plan and comply with it.  
	· Sensitise/advocate/ educate about violence against children 

· Organisations should monitor progress of implementation at a more local level 
· Rural NGOs should spread word about violence against children 

· NGOs should be used as another alternative form of reporting. 
	· Talk freely to adults about violence against children 

· Youth updates should be given to governments

· Children should report violence when it happens to a higher authority or government 

· Meet with other partners to share the outcome of this meeting 

· Hold the government accountable. 
	· Advertising campaign with celebrities on Violence against Children

· Use media to influence the police or others who should be doing something to end violence against children. This should be done in the local context using images, posters, commercials, radio etc. 

· Encourage corporate social responsibility 

· Programmes run by children and young people should say what is going on 

· Portray positive images 


Opportunities for Children and Young People’s Participation at the International Launch and its side events
Word Activity 

Children and young people took part in an activity to get familiar with key words that will be used during the launch and its side events, such as resolution, advocacy, chairperson, roundtable, etc. (see the complete list in Annex 1). The children and young people matched the words with their definitions which were written on separate cards. Children and young people were then encouraged to explain the words to each other in their own way. 
The purpose of the activity was to get children and young people comfortable about some of the key terms and procedures which would be used during the formal events around the launch and to ensure their full understanding of the issues being discussed. This was crucial to ensure their active and meaningful participation. 
Overview of the key events 

The children and young people were taken through the week’s events surrounding the launch and the opportunities for children and young people’s participation within them. 
	Event
	Description of the Event
	Children and young people’s participation 

	International Launch of the Study
11 October, Afternoon 

	The report gets presented to the UNGA Third Committee. It will be presented by Prof Pinheiro and representatives from each of the supporting UN agencies (UNICEF, OHCHR, WHO). The audience will be government. After the presentation, governments give their own comments and ask questions to the panel for clarifications.


	All children and young people will be present at the event. 
One young person will have the opportunity to make a 7 minutes statement during the official Study launch. 

	Reception and the Book Launch of the Study 
11 October, Evening 
	The reception will be held by UNICEF and the governments of Egypt and Norway. 


	All children and young people will be present at the event. 
Their role will be to undertake advocacy, discuss and persuade the guests about the issues they think are important. 



	Roundtable discussion 

12 October, Morning

	A panel consisting of Prof Pinheiro, Crown Prince of Norway and other distinguished guests will be asked questions. The idea is to get their commitment to follow up on the recommendations. 
Media will be present at the event.


	This will be children and young people’s event. The questions will come from them. They will also have other roles during the event. 
Children and young people can also take part in the discussion that may follow. 


	Launch of the Child friendly materials
12 October, Afternoon 

	The materials will be launched by UNICEF, UN Study Secretariat and Save the Children.
Media will be present. 


	Children and young people will have 30 minutes to present whatever they wish.


	Reception at the German mission
12 October, Evening 

	The reception will be hosted by Save the Children and the Governments of Finland, Germany, Sweden and Uruguay at the German mission. 

	All the children and young people will be invited. 

3-4 young people will be given the opportunity to give a brief statement.



In addition, a side event at the Slovenia mission was organised on 9 October. The event was not part of this Forum. One boy and one girl – both members of the NGO Advisory Panel – had already been chosen by the Panel to present a statement. 

Children and young people were asked to select one of three committees which would help children and young people prepare themselves for their participation in the different launch events. The committees were: 
1. Third Committee and German Mission 
2. Roundtable discussion

3. Launch of the child friendly materials 

In each of these committees the role of members was to plan for the event and design the selection process. The working of the committees was explained as follows: 
	Committee
	Planning for the event 
	Designing a selection process



	Third Committee and German mission 
	The group needed to prepare two speeches, one each for the Third Committee and the German mission.
	The small group designs the selection process and then the full group of 21 participants will make a decision on who will deliver the statements. 



	Roundtable discussion


	Prepare questions and discussion points for round table discussion. 
	Decide on roles and responsibilities and also a process for assigning these.

	Launch of the child friendly materials 


	Think of ways to best utilise 30 minutes during the child friendly material launch. 
	Design presentation and assign roles.



Everyone could give feedback to the committees even though they only actively participated in one of the preparatory committees. 

Children and young people signed up for the committee that interested them the most. They were also asked to look out for regional representation in the committees. 

Preparation for the Events 

The first task for all the committees was to plan the details of the event. Each committee was assigned a young facilitator who was supported by an adult facilitator. 
Third Committee and German Mission group

In the Third Committee and German Mission group young people began by preparing a timeline for themselves. Taking ideas from each young person in the forum the group set out to write the statement for the Third Committee with help from the facilitators. The young people brainstormed on the structure and their message. The media training provided to the group helped them create key messages that they used for their statement. (See next chapter for details) 
On the day of the launch all the young people went through the draft speech and gave their inputs. The committee incorporated the feedback given into the final version of the speech. This process ensured that each young person had an ownership of the statement. (See Annex 4 for the children and young people’s statement) 
Selection Process for the Speech Ambassador at the Third Committee 
Each young person wrote two names on a sheet of paper - their first choice and second choice for a young Speech Ambassador. The young people could also write their own name as one of the names.  

Following this process five young people were supposed to be selected. However, as four people were tied at third place six candidates were therefore selected for the second round. These six young people were then given 30 seconds each to make a short presentation on why they should be chosen to make the statement at the Third Committee. The six young people were then asked to step out of the room while the remaining young people voted for their preferred candidate. 
Following this process Corazon Mayo Buala, a young girl from Philippines, was chosen as the Speech Ambassador for the Third Committee while the remaining five selected candidate were given the opportunity to make statements at the German Mission Reception. 
Roundtable Discussion 

To help young people prepare for the roundtable discussion Moushira Khattab - Vice Chair of the Committee on the Rights of the Child and Chair of the Roundtable Discussion - and June Kane from the UN Study Secretariat worked closely with the young people. 
In two separate sessions, Moushira Khattab and June Kane helped the young people to understand what the event would look like, the layout of the room, the flow of discussion and the protocols to be followed. The role of the young people at the roundtable discussion was to: 
Role 1: Ask questions to the guests 
The roundtable would be attended by UN agencies, governments, INGOs, private sector and Prof Pinheiro. The importance of asking questions on follow up to the Study, roles and responsibilities and children’s participation was stressed. Questions should also be linked to the five settings of the Study report. This general outline was provided to the young people as guidance. The young people could ask questions on other areas as well.  
The young people were given a list of guests at the event to become familiar with their names, the organisations they represent and their areas of expertise. Keeping this in mind the young people began to prepare questions for the roundtable. The roundtable committee refined these questions, with the help of the facilitators. They also took into consideration the questions young people had posted on the website, Voices of Youth. 
Through this process 24 questions were prepared. June helped the young people edit the language and prioritise the questions in the order in which they would be asked. (See Annex 5 for the list of questions asked at the roundtable discussion, along with their answers.)
Following a selection process (see below for details), 10 young people were chosen to ask the first 10 priority questions. These were children and young people who had not been selected to present either the Third Committee or the German Mission statements but who wished to ask questions at the Round Table. The first ten cards were then shuffled and each of the 10 children and young people ‘drew’ a card from the pile (without seeing the question). The number on the card signified the order in which the questions would be asked. 4 young people who were presenting in the German Mission but still wished to ask questions at the Round Table were then offered the next 4 questions. After the first 14 questions had been delegated the remaining ten cards were offered to the first group of 10 children and young people. If time permitted in the Round Table they would then be able to ask a second question. If any young person was unhappy with their question they could swap with another person.

Role 2: Informal discussion with the Crown Prince of Norway 
Four young people were to meet the Crown Prince of Norway just before the beginning of the roundtable event for informal discussions on young people’s involvement in ending violence against children. 
Role 3: Greet the guests
Three young people would be responsible for welcoming and seating the guests at the roundtable, according to a seating map. 
Role 4: Getting pledges signed 
Two young people would get guests to sign a pledge as their personal commitment to end violence against children.
Selection Process 
Keeping the four roles in mind, each young person was asked to write their preferred role on a piece of paper in the order they desired it. The young facilitators organised the four groups based on the young peoples’ first preference as far as possible. The groups were organised keeping in mind the desire to allow every young person got a chance to speak during the week and also to ensure, as far as possible, region and gender balance.  

Launch of the child friendly materials

The committee was given an outline of what the event would look like. The event would be chaired by a young person. At the beginning, Charlotte Petri Gornitzka, Secretary-General, Save the Children Sweden will make a statement, followed by Ann Veneman, Executive Director, UNICEF and Prof. Pinheiro. They would all promote the child friendly materials. This would be followed by the inauguration of the film: ACTION: Children’s Actions to end Violence against Children. The children would then have 30 minutes to present their own views, actions and experiences of violence against children in their own way, words, music, drama, poetry etc. 
Children and young people brainstormed on ideas for the event. They zeroed down to preparing and performing three skits set in the home, institutional and school settings. The young people also prepared poems and sang songs in support of a world free of violence against children. All young people also chose to wear, ‘Safe You and Safe Me’ t-shirts at the event. 
The launch of child friendly materials was attended by the UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan who took time to talk with the children and young people involved in the launch activities. The Secretary-General encouraged the young people to continue their important work in addressing violence against children.
Selection Process

Young people were asked to raise their hands if they wanted to be the moderator/compere of the child friendly materials launch. Three young girls put their names forward. They were asked to step out of the room while others voted for them. Ioana Barbu, a young girl from Romania was chosen as the moderator. 
The young people were then asked to raise hands if they wanted to take part in the skits. The roles in the skits were then assigned by the committee members.  
Media Training 
The international launch of the UN Study in NY attracted a lot of media interest. To help children and young people be confident spokespeople for the UN Study they were provided with a session on media training by Corinna Csazky from Save the Children and Karen Dukess from UNICEF. Media consent forms were completed by the young participants and their parents/carers prior to leaving their home countries for New York. In addition, in New York the children and young people were once again asked their consent for photographs and interviews. 

During the media session, the children and young people became familiar with the opportunities that would be available to talk to the media during the launch and side events. This information was important to help children and young people prepare for any press interviews. Opportunities were available for one-on-one interviews based on area of expertise or nationality of the young person. In addition, the media would be present at the roundtable discussion. 
Requests for interviews were directed to Sunita Grote who then liaised with the young person and the accompanying adult. At that point the young person knew if the reporter was from their country or region. The interviews were always coordinated and assisted. The young people were informed of the interviews before hand and were always accompanied by an adult. 
Key Messages 

The importance of formulating key messages was explained to the children and young people and they were helped to develop them. 
The young participants were reminded that whenever preparing to address the media, whether for an event or individually, it is important to prepare a key message, which should be simple and direct. Sometimes an interview might be very quick so, to answer effectively practice is required.  

Corinna and Karen explained how children and young people could use their key message(s) in their interviews. The interviewee does not have to wait to be directly asked a question to bring out the message but can communicate it while answering other questions. So, the interviewee should approach the interview knowing that they might be asked many different questions but the goal is to get across the message across. 
Developing key messages 

Children and young people were divided into three groups. Each group came up with three messages. The focus was on what the young people wanted to say on violence against children. The young people were asked to go through the process on their own, to create their own individual messages about their country or their thematic issue. 
Group 1 

1. Violence against children is a reality across the world.
2. Violence affects everyone and everything around. 
3. Violence is a huge problem that has a lot of faces, because we have different ideas of disabled and working children.
4. We are the citizens of tomorrow and through violence our world will never advance. 
5. We have to find solutions and children must be empowered to find solutions. 

Group 2

1. The government must uphold their promises, and should include children and young people in the decision-making process.  

2. It is part of every community’s responsibility to be good role models for our children because they are our future. 
3. Children and young people should have the chance to express themselves and be the voices of the voiceless. 
Group 3 

1. Laws must be properly enforced and be realistically practised to stop violence against children. 
2. Everyone has a responsibility to stop and prevent violence against all children, for example, government, teachers, parents etc. 
3. Governments should not spend money on war but more on child development and protection. 
The facilitators helped the children and young people condense the above points into four key messages for the entire group. The final key messages are as follows: 

Key Messages
Violence against children exists in many forms all over the world and destroys children, families and the future. 

Everyone - from governments, families, police, communities, the media and children and young people themselves – has a responsibility to stop and prevent all violence against all children.  
Children and young people must be empowered to participate at all levels to end violence against children.

There are no excuses for violence against children, not even traditional practices and customs. 

The key messages are generic. The young people could add more specific issues to them when they give interviews. 
The children and young people were reminded to keep the key messages in mind when shaping their statements for the launch and the German mission. 

Rights of the interviewee during an interview 

Young people were taken through their rights as an interviewee. 

Journalists look for extreme stories and sometimes can act in unethical ways to get them. Not all journalists resort to this but this is important information to remember. It is necessary to consider how friends and family will react if they see a story in the media. The children and young people were asked to keep in mind if there was someone they needed to protect – including themselves. They were also told not to answer any question they were uncomfortable with.  

The young people were warned of revealing their full identity. If the journalist was being forceful they could refer them to their accompanying adult. The young people were assured that they were experts on their own experience. They had a right to be safe and assert if they were uncomfortable. In any interview the interviewee is in control. The interviewee can say what they want to talk about and whether they are uncomfortable in an environment. 
To help young people understand their rights an adult and young facilitator role played an interview where the reporter intimidated the interviewee and violated their rights. This helped the young people understand the importance of preparation and their right to say “no” to any insistence for details they may not wish to divulge. 
Top Tips given to the children and young people,  
· Make sure you know who you are talking to and how the interview will be used so that you have an idea of who will be listening and watching the interview. This will help you think about what to say in an interview. 

· Before the interview use the time to tell the interviewer what you are happy talking about or not. 

· If a journalist does not agree with the terms you have stated for the interview don’t do it. 

· Take along some simple notes that you can refer to during the interview. They should have your key messages. Keep your answer short and simple. 

· If you have a microphone, use it. Try not to move away from it. Keep your voice levelled. 

· Smile and be confident. Take a deep breath and relax. 
After the training, the young people were asked to think of questions and interview each other. This gave them an opportunity to practice possible questions and answers. 
Nominating spokespeople 

Since some reporters may wish to interview young people with a certain expertise or interest in a particular area young people were asked to nominate themselves as spokespersons under the five settings of the Study – home/family, schools/education, institutions, communities, workplaces. In addition, children could also choose to nominate themselves to speak generally on issues on violence or other areas of expertise. 
The end … and the beginning – some Next Steps
As young people prepared for the launch in NY they also found answers to what they would like to do after the launch. Much of this follow up work will be based on what the young people have already being doing. The idea is to keep up the momentum back in their home countries. The young people are already part of networks, alliances and groups that address violence against children. They will use these as a base for sharing their experiences with the children and young people who elected them to go to New York as their representatives. They will also work with their own networks, alliances and groups to ensure implementation of the recommendations of the Study. 

Here is how some of the young people see their immediate Next Steps when they go back home. The last words of this report are theirs:

“I hope that I’ll have as many chances as possible to promote the Study so that the public will hear about it and that it will be possible to make the government translate at least the child friendly material and the study report into Slovene.”
-Young person, Slovenia
“I think we should attach the same importance to the follow up as we do for the forum. The objective of the forum is to seek solutions for fighting violence against children and the follow up tasks serve to show the effectiveness of the forum. I have decided to organise some communication campaigns and make continuous efforts to establish a website for “combating violence against children’. More detailed follow up work will be elaborated and realised according to a well formulated plan after discussion with my teacher. I think I should invite more adults with knowledge of fighting violence against children to coordinate in completing the follow up tasks. I hope the adult participants can bring us some good suggestions and, in some aspects, help us to raise funds.”
- Young person, China

“My commitment is that I will make a change in my country. With the help of others I will make a club where the voices of young people and children will be heard so that we can make a difference in my country. To start the club I would like the UN to help us to train ourselves so that we can be good helpers and to help us with funding.

- Young person, Maldives

“I will continue working on the national programme against violence affecting children ‘Beating does not come from Heaven’ back in Romania and of course I will get involved in each of the following steps related to the continuation of the UN Study: in Save the Children Romania we have already planned a national launch of the UN Study and the celebration of the UNCRC day (20th November) as the day of the UN Study on Violence against Children.

However, I hope that the suggestion that I have made after the meeting in May, and which I discussed back then with all other young people, of creating a Youth Media Online Group will materialise – hopefully with the support of UNICEF and Save the Children. As I argued in the draft proposal that I managed to send during the summer, I believe that having a network of young people who are experienced and able to give their efforts in developing child participation or youth/children’s programmes to other organisations around the world that might ask for this sort of experience would be extremely efficient. 
On the other hand I will try to create and get involved in lobby actions towards the Romanian government. I think that we, children and young people, should be, if possible, informed about the processes that follow the Study and their effects. Last, but not least, I think I should give all my thanks to … everybody that has supported us from the beginning and that has given me the chance to meet all these great young people with whom I share my hopes!”
- Young person, Romania

Annex 1: Glossary 
Children and young people were helped to understand some more difficult and technical terms or words which they might come across during their participation at the launch. The list provided to the children and young people was as follows: 
1. General Assembly

The place where representatives of 192 governments get together and discuss the world’s most important issues and agree on how they want to work together. It is also referred to as the GA.

2. Third Committee of the General Assembly

A working group of the UN made up of governments that look at social, humanitarian and cultural questions. The Report on violence against children will be presented to this group by Paulo Sergio Pinheiro.

3. Paulo Sergio Pinheiro

The expert who leads the Study on Violence against Children, who will be presenting the recommendations and the final report to the UN.

4. VIP

A person who is famous, respected or known – a special guest at events.

5. Mission

Members of governments who represent each country at the UN and report to their governments back home on the decisions being made and events at the UN.

6. World Health Organisation (WHO)

The UN specialist agency for health. The organisation works to control disease and to ensure that all people across the world can have the highest possible level of health.

7. Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

This office aims to help ensure and promote human rights for all. The office is led by the High Commissioner for Human Rights.

8. United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

The main organisation of the UN which works for the protection, survival and development of children. It works closely with governments around the world to provide services for children such as medicines, water, food and schooling.

9. Panel

A group of people gathered for a special purpose to plan or discuss a specific topic.
10. Roundtable

A meeting of people from many backgrounds to listen, share and learn about different ideas and opinions.

11. Chairperson

A person who organises and facilitates a meeting. He or she decides when each person in the meeting can speak and for how long.

12. EU

A grouping of European countries. This organisation sets standards and common plans for its members.

13. Special Representative

A person whose job it is to ensure that countries take action after the UN Study Report on Violence against Children is launched. This person will advocate, suggest ideas and plans, and bring people together for action and to bring about a change. This person will make sure that the Study’s recommendations are turned into action.

14. Advocacy

Speaking to and trying to influence the actions and plans of decision-makers.
15. Resolution

A statement or document that describes the responsibilities of and actions that government should take. Governments in the UN vote on this document and agree to take action.

16. Protocol

Rules that show how people should behave and act in certain important situations, or when meeting important or famous people.

17. Secretary-General

The head of the UN, elected by all governments of the world. Kofi Annan has this job at the moment. A new person will now be elected to take over.

18. Plenary

A presentation or session in which all members of a meeting listen and can speak.
19. Ann Veneman

She is the Executive Director of UNICEF. This person is the head of the organisation and makes decisions on the plans and actions of UNICEF.

20. Crown Prince

This person is a member of a royal family and will one day become king of his country.

21. NGO

An organisation that is not part of a government and is not working to make any profit. Many such organisations exist to help people or protect something.

Annex 2: Agenda of the Preparatory Forum 
Day 1: Sunday, 8 October (08:30 – 18:00)

08:15

Arrive at UNICEF and security

08:30

Breakfast

09:00 – 10:00
Welcome, introductions and general orientation, including Child Protection Briefing

(At 10:00 am, Accompanying Adults leave Preparatory Forum for their own meeting)

10:00 – 11:00 


Team Building Exercises

11:00 – 11:30


Break

11:30 – 13:00


Expectations and discussion with guests

13:00 – 14:00


Lunch

14:00 – 15:30


UN Study: overview and recommendations

15:30 – 16:00             
Break 

16:00 – 17:30 


The Launch: opportunities for young people’s participation
17:30 – 18:00
Working Group Session on Roles and Responsibilities: establishment of committees

DAY 2: Monday, 9 October (08:30 – 13:00)

08:30 



Breakfast

09:00 – 09:30 


Creative Recap: “Eyes and Ears”

09:30 – 10:00
Each committee meets to work on roles and responsibilities for the launch

10:00 – 11:00


Media Training 

11:00 – 11:30 


Break 

11:30 – 13:00


Media Training continues 


13:00 – 14:00


Lunch

(13:00 – 14:30 (2) young people participate in a panel at Slovenia Mission)

14:00 – 14:30
The Child-Friendly Materials Launch overview

14:30 – 15:30
Committees continue preparing for the Launch

15:30 – 16:00


Break

16:00 – 18:00


Committees continue preparing for the Launch

18:00



Guided tour of New York City (optional)
DAY 3: Tuesday, 10 October (12:30 – 18:00)

Free morning

12:30 – 13:30


Lunch 




13:30 – 15:30


Preparations for Roundtable

15:30 – 16:00


Break

16:00 – 17:30
Preparations for Launch continue (selection), including action plans for follow up

17:30 – 18:00


Plenary

DAY 4: Wednesday, 11 October (08:30 – 20:00)

08:30



Breakfast at Danny Kaye

09:00 – 09:30


Creative Recap: “Eyes and Ears”

09:30 – 12:00


Final Preparations for the Launch

12:00 – 12:30


Security UN



12:30 – 13:30


Lunch (at UN)

13:30 – 14:30


Informal tour of UN 



LAUNCH 

15:00 – 18:00
Presentation of the UN Study on Violence Against Children 

Venue: United Nations building

18:00 – 20:00


Reception and Book Launch

Venue: UNICEF House

DAY 5: Thursday, 12 October (09:00 – 14:00)

09:00 – 10:15

Final Preparations for Roundtable



(10:30: delegation welcomes Crown Prince of Norway)

11:00 – 13:00


Roundtable discussion
13:00 – 14:00


Launch of the Child-Friendly Materials


14:00 – 18:00


Free time

18:00 – 20:00


Leisure activities 
(18:00 – 20:00 (5-7) young people participate in Reception at German Mission)

Annex 3: Evaluation of the Forum
Once the launch started on 11th October it became very difficult to find a moment to reflect upon and evaluate both the preparatory forum and the launch itself. Two evaluation forms were circulated to all children and young people. However, very few were returned despite repeated email requests to accompanying adults and regional focal points for assistance with this. The analysis below is therefore based on the five forms received.

In general, participants found all the sessions useful. “I think every part was useful in its own way .. we needed all the parts so it would be hard to point out only one.” “It was really helpful because we got lots of ideas”. “All in all it was great!”

One participant observed that it would have been better to have integrated the preparations for the launch. Once people joined one of the preparatory committees they became alienated from the other ones which they may have also wanted to play an active role in. “It would have been even more inclusive and informative if somehow there could have been enough time to integrate preparations for all events.”

Participants liked the media briefing and training – “I found out some new things that I didn’t think of before (prepared key messages etc).” “It was empowering and insightful.” One participant however felt that too much time was spent on learning how to react to the media than was necessary. It was observed that many of the children and young people have experience of media interviews so they have already learned ways to deal with the media. 

Participants generally felt that preparations for the launch were useful and important although the lack of time to prepare was mentioned several times as a concern. The time needed for (whispering) interpretation was also mentioned as it meant that everything happened that much more slowly. One participant felt that too much time every day was given to the creative recap session without offering any specific contribution. Considering the tight schedule it would have been better to cancel these sessions and use other means of gathering feedback.

There was an overwhelming consensus that the selection processes decided upon were fair and provided equal opportunities for everyone to participate.

Recommendations for improvement included more time to prepare based on a realistic appraisal of the activities that need to be carried out and the need to always have the best possible environment for working and ensuring active engagement. This includes food and accommodation. Another suggestion is to use ‘interpreters boxes’ which mean that interpretation happens simultaneously and therefore more quickly. Also proposed is the use of advice boxes to collect opinions. People can write their ideas on slips of paper and put them in the box. In this way the work can be improved based on the suggestions made.

“There is not much improvement that can be made because it honestly was an excellent forum that I am honoured to have participated in and am sure other children would be more than happy to be part of in the future.”

Question One – which sessions of the Preparatory Forum did you find useful? Which ones could have been improved and, if so, how? Are there any other sessions that would have helped to make the Preparatory Forum better?

In more detail:

· UN Study overview and recommendations – was useful for keeping in mind the content of the Study; was nice and useful to refresh our knowledge and remember some new facts; was useful and practical  as it provided a lot of new information which helped preparations for the launch, particularly for the round table

· Opportunities for participation – provided equal chances and a fair process; there were enough opportunities and if you wanted you had the chance to participate regardless of language; there was opportunity and a fair chance of full participation for every participant

· Work in small preparation committees – was efficient and successful; was a good idea so that you could focus on a particular task which meant that we did the job better than trying to do everything; was significant work and indispensable. Every member of the committee contributed to the best of their abilities

· Media briefing and training – nice, useful, interactive and entertaining; could have been more interactive; 

· Child friendly materials launch – helpful sessions; OK but kind of rushed because of the lack of time; very nice. “It looked much better than I thought it would. I was really positively surprised.”
· Preparation for the launch in general – very important preparation which paved the way for the official launch on the 11th and 12th; nice and the facilitators did a good job; OK except for the lack of time

· Creative recap sessions – “probably the funniest part of all – wonderful job!”; “participants could have been supported more to give a creative recap.”
Question Two – How did you find the selection process of children/young people representatives for Launch activities and events?
In more detail – “It was fair and I liked it very much. Equal opportunities for everyone”; “It was absolutely fair and I think the results seem OK to everyone”; “It was fair. The facilitators selected using our ideas so it was a fair process”; “It was excellent. In retrospect, anyone of the participants could have taken on any of the representative roles but it was great to let us decide the process and also let us vote”; “I think everybody was able to actively participate, everyone was willing to share their views and experiences and we had a very harmonious environment generally. Every person’s view is respected in the process of making decisions on important issues. Everyone’s opinions and suggestions are given due consideration before resulting in a decision”.

Question Three – What aspect of the Preparatory Forum did you find particularly helpful and why?
In more detail – media training; media briefing and training and able to work with different participants; “the media briefing and training was personally the most useful and definitely the most interesting session for me. It was empowering and insightful. One thing that struck me from the one-on-one question and answer practice was that even though you were asked a difficult question, instead of saying ‘no comment’, it would make a much larger statement if you gave a good answer to counteract the effect of the negative question. It also showed me the power of your message and how important it is to bring it out loud and clear”; the committee work as it helped us prepare and go through every activity relating to the launch of the study; dividing work by committees gave every participant a role and a task. The ‘welcome party’ gave each participant the opportunity to introduce themselves and their countries which helps children to understand each other. 

Annex 4: Children and Young People’s Statement at the International Launch of the UN Study at the Third Committee
To 10-year-old Nancy, poverty was her harsh introduction to violence. Being raised in the ghetto forced her to attain and maintain a job, even if she was being sexually abused.

For 8-year-old Enrique, the constant images of war within his country has led him to become emotionally unstable.

In school, Sarita is constantly discriminated physically by having paper thrown at her or emotionally, by being teased by her peers because she is a visible minority making her feel less than human.

What about 14-year-old Sidiki who was born with HIV and AIDS. Society has neglected him, creating a feeling of abandonment. Not a feeling someone should feel at any age – especially a child!

All these situations exist throughout the world. It is OUR responsibility as a global community to act on behalf of the children that are differently abled, listen for the deaf and speak for those without a voice. Thanks to the UN, NGOs and to all organizations and individuals; especially to Professor Pinheiro for leading this Study and allowing children and young people to participate to end violence against children.

Violence exists and is a reality. We cannot keep trivializing and denying it. During this study, we, the children and young people, have seen, heard and testified to the kinds of violence that children are victims of.

In families, the children are beaten violently for behaving badly, disrespecting their adults and teachers, for stealing etc.

In school, the students are victims of physical violence, injuries, humiliation for being late, mistakes, missed homework, chatting and discussions among children, disobeying rules, unexcused absences etc.

In places of work and apprenticeships, children are victims of violence for not completing their tasks, being late in responding to instructions, they work for long hours, experience physical/sexual violence, have unequal wages etc.

In the streets, children are victims of violence of different types, abused, violence committed by police such as blackmailing, beaten, exploited by adults and beaten until they bleed when they make mistakes.

Sexual violence has become very common, as well as in families, in schools and in institutions as well as in the streets. The indifference towards incest, pedophilia and prostitution of children has taken on worrying proportions.

Children are enrolled in armed forces against their rights, and against the international conventions ratified by their countries.

Certain categories of children, like girls, children that are differently abled, children affected by HIV and AIDS, and children of different races and castes are the objects of discrimination and exclusion, which makes them more vulnerable.

Traditional and religious practices like Female Genital Mutilation, dowry, child marriage, bonded labour, exploitation of children in the worst forms of labour, are the worst forms of violations of children’s rights and are the most common.

Things that we should all be conscious of from today on, are corporal punishment, sexual violence, exploitation in the workplace, children in conflict with the law, children affected by war, traditional marriages like forced marriages, FGM, bonded labour and violence in the families that compromise our future.
Considering the amplitude of this violence and the severe and dramatic consequences, which range from trauma to the loss of human life by causing injuries, physical handicap, psychological consequences, and children becoming perpetrators of violence, abandonment and social breakdown, juvenile delinquency, health problems and suicide, we the children, no longer tolerate the excuses made by the perpetrators.

Everyone from governments, families, police, communities, the media and children and young people themselves – have a responsibility to stop and prevent all violence against children.

As responsible citizens everyone has one’s own duty or responsibility towards the society in which we live. Each one in this world has to contribute for the betterment of their world and make it a best place for everyone to live in peace, harmony and to exercise their rights.

We our experts of our own lives. In many ways, we are the victims of violence. As a major right in the UNCRC, participation is our right. We are capable of expressing what is right and what is not and we can even help in implementation and monitoring of the government’s work. Although, almost all the countries have ratified the UNCRC, children’s and young people’s participation is discouraged.

There are no excuses for violence against children, not even traditional practices and customs.
Government

First and foremost, the Government has its duty to incorporate violence against children recommendations into its National Plans, form new legislations, and ensure children’s participation in decision-making at every levels, concerning children.

Governments need to ensure that they facilitate the re-education of the society on how to take care of and protect children, using children’s rights as guidance for the things that they can do and cannot do to a child.

Governments must create a vast and accessible network of child protection in their countries, ensuring that every child, no matter who they are or what they do, has access to a source of help.

UN and NGOs

UN Agencies and NGOs should promote Study recommendations including support for the Special Representative, disseminating comprehensive information on the study on violence against children and providing support to local NGOs in implementing study recommendations or in working towards eliminating violence against children.

Children and young people

Children and young people should be further empowered, continue to be involved in decision making process, intensify advocacy and lobby with decision makers and  - we must take direct action ourselves to end violence against children.

Media and Private Sector

Media and private sectors should work by keeping in mind children’s rights. They should conduct more positive programmes portraying violence against children and giving them voices. Media has the power to show the reality of violence against children and also the responsibility to work together as an international network – for and WITH children,

Families and Communities

Families and communities must be taught how to discipline their children in a child friendly manner without demeaning or exposing them to harmful and humiliating punishment.

Other

Violence must be viewed through the perception of the victim who must have the right to counter act actions and situations that they find offensive.

We recommend that immediate actions must be undertaken to change behaviors and attitudes towards all children.

Conclusion 

Imagine a world without violence. How many of our global problems will then be far off? The UN Study on violence against children is not exposing today its finalization, but the starting point towards a worldwide, complex, maybe tough process of ending: abuse, exploitation, trafficking, neglect, patronizing, mental violence and child labour.

It is the right moment, to find the roots of violence against children in our home countries, if we haven’t by now. It is now the right moment for you to admit that harmful practices against children need to be eliminated.

It is now the time for one of you to remember that you had a childhood, that maybe you are a mother or a father. Take a second and ask yourself: What kind of life do I want for my child? – if you are thinking about a bright future, an open-minded, equal and fair society, it means you can, and hopefully will change something for all of us.

It is, last but not least, the moment that we ask for what’s been our right from birth: our right to survival, dignity, health, development and participation; our right to be protected from violence against children.

We the children and young people need your support to end violence. We can do it – but only with your support.

We must stop believing that violence equals power. How could it, when it takes away every hope, happiness and safety each time it is committed? The clock is ticking, every minute counts. 

Progress awaits and hurting children hurts our world.

Annex 5: Poems on violence against children for the launch of the child friendly materials, 12th October 2006

My Voice, My Plea, Please Listen to Me

To me, 


They are – 



Viciously attackin’

 
Beatin’


Spittin’


Kickin’ and slappin’

The pain is too much to bear 

To me, 


They are – 



Sexually abusin’


Rapin’


Touchin’


Gropin’ and exploitin’

The humiliation is too much to bear

To me, 


They are – 



Emotionally destroyin’


Bullyin’


Harrasin’


Scarin’ and hatin’

No self-esteem to bear 

For me, 


I want – 



A life for enjoyin’ 


Laughin’ 


Playin’


Lovin’ and sharin’

Take my hope, and act 






To show you care

- Fathia Mbarak, Canada
To some of you this is just another poem,

But to the children here it is a declaration of a life learnt lesson

You will walk away from this and may not even remember

But the voices in our heads will scream forever

Voices that to you may seem so faceless

But actually represent children from so many places

Children who have placed their lives in your hands

Children who see hope through your very eyes

Children who breath, feel and laugh

Children who cry when there is no one to help them when things get so rough
For children who felt they were all alone,

They felt they found angels when you all came along

It is for these children that we are all here today

And our jobs are far more important than simple words can ever say

We must fulfill our promise in each and every way

To make a world for children that will only get better and better each

And everyday

Let it be that 1 day there will be no violence against children

Let it be one of us who will say we helped achieved it

Never look at the many reasons why something may seem impossible

Look at all the children here and you will believe like we do

That everything is possible.
- Kapaya Kaoma, Zambia
You are like a soldier approaching 

An anonymous war, fully armed to death.
Pulling a trigger dooming our world.
Oh no! How can we stop you?
Violence against children
Violence against children
How brutal are you?
You disturb and flabbergast young people.
You are today’s leprosy. How can we avast you?
Violence against children
Violence against children


Governments, NGOs, Teachers, Parents and Everyone,
Work together to heal this leprosy. 
If you don’t, we will die and the world will go no where

-  Priscilla Mamello Mohapi, Lesotho

Annex 6: Questions by children and young people at the roundtable discussion – and answers from the VIPs

Question to Professor Paulo Sergio Pinheiro 

How would you like to see children and young people involved in the implementation and monitoring of the follow-up process. Do you think a Special Representative is needed? 

Answer: I think that what I have learned with the process of this Study is that we must learn to listen to children. In many societies, adults, most of the time, do not count children as full interlocutors. Perhaps the most often repeated quote of this Study, is that of Deputy Secretary General of the Council of Europe, Maud de Boer-Buquicchio, that “children are not mini human beings, with mini rights.” […] Finally need to ask them to the NGO Advisory panel, to keep the same structure for the future. If there will be a Special Representative to connect this mandate with the Advisory Panel with children.

Question to the Crown Prince of Norway 
What steps should be taken to ensure that children and young people work together with ombudspersons to end violence? 

Answer: I am not an expert on violence against children myself, but I can talk about some of the ways that this has been done in Norway. We have an ombudsperson for children and young people in Norway. His task is sometimes to be a politician on behalf of children; sometimes as an activist on behalf of children. Children don’t have lobby groups and so the Ombudsman acts as a mediator who voices their concerns to the authorities. In Norway children can write their concerns on milk bottles and send them to the Ombudsman who sends them to the prime minister. Also engages smaller 

children, with tryggve which is sent to kinder gardens and primary schools. They are helped to write down three things they like and three they don’t. 

Question to the Chair of the Committee on the Rights of the Child
What can the UN do to influence governments in their implementation of the recommendations of the Study, and how can you ensure a yearly follow-up? 

Answer: We have a beautiful set of recommendations, some beautiful speeches of government representatives. What we want to know and you, is how we can ensure that States do what they promise if they promise anything and what can children do. The Study is there to serve you and protect you, to give you recommendations that you can use in your village, schools, families and institutions. You need to challenge the people who have the power to implement the recommendations. I think the Special representative is key for the UN commitment to protect children from violence. Why? If not, I am concerned about the possibility that all commitments evaporate into thin 
air. You have to have somebody to oversee this, to remind States of their commitment. That somebody should also be very visible, easily identifiable, accessible at UN level for children. If children have a concern the first place they can go is at the local level and if necessary to national level and if that fails, they should have someone they can go to at international level. Can we ensure it? There is very little we can assure, but we can 
assure maximum efforts to do whatever is possible to protect children. The Committee on the Rights of the Child is there, it meets governments, is supported by NGOs, and UN agencies, helps governments to take action and partners with and others play an important role in that. 

Question to Children’s Commissioner for New Zealand

How do you think the Study will change the reality of children? 

Answer: I think it entirely depends on how committed and truthful people are in their follow-up to the recommendations. We can each play a role, as commissioners in promoting, through networks with children and young people in our region. I think it really comes down to people making a commitment, and taking a responsibility to disseminate the study, to make sure we do what we can to ensure the creation of the post of Special Representative, do what we can so children’s voices continue to 
be heard. I know for example that the Council of Europe has taken this seriously and has set up the ‘Building a Europe for and with Children’s programme.

Question to Deputy Commissioner, OHCHR

You have done many things to combat violence against children, but there are still countries where it’s happening, so what about taking legal steps against them?  

Answer: All countries have signed (almost), the CRC, therefore it’s binding on countries. The CRC has declared clearly that all violence against children is prohibited. I am not a lawyer, but what I can say is that I think it’s a powerful statement, and I think they will in the future monitor countries’ reports on adherence to CRC, what they have done. Laws alone are not enough, many speakers have spoken about personal commitment. Also children themselves should know about the study and talk to their parents about it.

Question to UNESCO

What is being done in schools to educate teachers about violence and its consequences? 

Answer: Children should demand their rights. Also, teachers should also be 
educated in the need to stop violence against children, including corporal punishment. We believe that too many schools use corporal punishment to discipline children, this leaves them not only with immediate physical injuries, but also emotional damage. Children should say to their parents and teachers that this kind of violence is not acceptable. Governments need to make it possible for teachers to be educated about corporal punishment.

Question to World Health Organisation

A lot of violence is linked to alcohol and guns. What can be done to address this link? 

Answer: There is a range of different positions on this. In some countries guns 
are hard to get hold of and in others they are easily accessible. Many people think that they should have guns to be safe, in some countries, alcohol is promoted. I will focus on the scientific findings. It is clear that alcohol is a major contributor to violence, and guns are too. We know that when parents are drunk they are more likely to hit or abuse their children. Young people, when they access to alcohol are more likely to fight. When someone is drunk they are also more likely to be a victim of violence. We can do something about this, for example raise taxes on alcohol, make it more difficult to buy at some hours of the day, change the culture. We must avoid guns falling into the hands of children. It is better to avoid having them at all, but this is not always possible. Some types of weapons should not be available at all. We need to change our culture around 
both issues. Guns and alcohol are glamourised in video games and on TV. I speak to media directors and they say children like this, so it is also for you to say you want other things.

Question to the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)

We would like to hear some examples of how your agency will work to end the link between drugs and other stimulants and violence against children? 

Answer:  We have prevention programmes. We try to establish mechanisms to help children stay away from drugs. For children who are on the streets, poor, in gangs, involved in prostitution, or who have family members who are drug abusers, we try to establish some sports facilities, alternatives to those violent environments. Many do not know what drugs are, so we have lots of brochures, we prepare children to know about the dangers of drugs, children need to make themselves knowledgeable, you need to know what the dangers are and alert your peers to help each other.

Question to Senior Policy Advisor, UNHCR
What measures need to be taken to improve the safety of refugee children and protect them from violence? 

Answer: At field level, we must meet with you as refugee children to find out 
what the problems are. Often the problems are hidden and people will not necessarily come forward. We need to find out how the camps are being run. There have been some very serious problems with sexual exploitation and violence in some camps and allegations that the very people who are supposed to protect children are doing these things. We have learned the hard to way that we have to start consulting with children. We need to listen, and to give information to children to help them protect themselves: who they can go to for help etc. When we asked children in Southern parts of Africa what the problems were, they said alcohol, that people must stop drinking, that parents need to learn about children’s rights. They also said there should be more police, more security personnel.

Question to Microsoft
What is Microsoft doing to eliminate child pornography on the internet, do you have any future plans? 

Answer: We divide our work into technology and tools to prevent abuse 
online. Another area is providing guidance to individuals and producing internet safety toolkits. Finally, we have partnerships in 78 countries with UN agencies and NGOs. We work with NGOs to provide education, as we believe children have to understand how to use the internet.

Question to ECPAT International
What kind of laws can be introduced against those who commit sexual abuse and how they can be enforced? 

Answer: There are different kinds of sex crimes, including, child pornography, trafficking, prostitution, abuse within the family. Laws need to be quite specific to the type of crime; we need laws for each one. Legal frameworks are improving. There is a serious gap in child pornography laws. These are often weak and inadequate and do not include criminalise the soliciting of children and harassment on the internet or the possession of child pornography. So I think while we improving, there are gaps which we need to continue to work on.
Question to UNFPA
What do you do to give information to children to protect themselves from HIV and AIDS? 

Answer: We have a lot of programmes which are based on providing information to teachers, pupils an parents on issues such as sexuality, reproductive health and unsafe abortions. We strongly believe that information can empower children and young people and prevent them from violence or violent situations.

Question to African Child Policy Forum

What can be done to influence companies that use children and should there be sanctions for those who use children? 

Answer: Child labour is more than a company’s problem, it must be viewed in a national context and linked to poverty, unemployment or underemployment. If it is not, we are unlikely to deal with the problem. We need to look at what governments need to do to enhance employment opportunities to improve the situation of women in particular, who often bear the burden of responsibility. Secondly, governments need to look at 
their overall educational policy: if you want to make sure children are at school and not work, governments need to provide universal education. So free compulsory education must be underpinned by employment policies.

Question to Deputy Secretary General of the Council of Europe
Could you give us examples of what the European Union has done or will do to stop child trafficking? 

Answer: Trafficking is a modern form of slavery, this form of slavery affects children in particular, it happens in Europe too. The coercion, exploitation, takes the form of sexual exploitation, forced labour, forced marriage etc. It is important to recognise that trafficked children are victims of violence, the issue should never be presented as illegal migration, no, adults subjected to trafficking are victims. Europe has a Convention on this. It is not just for Member States, non Member States can also endorse this Convention. It emphasises the best interests of the child. If a child is a victim of trafficking, he or she should only be returned to their country of origin if this is in their best interests.

Question to Deputy Director, UNICEF

How will a change of UN Secretary-General affect UNICEF, especially in implementing the study recommendations? 

Answer: This is a good opportunity to thank Kofi Annan for his support for the 
Study as it was he who told us to do it. What is important now is implementation and we hope the new SG will follow. UNICEF will not change the way it works. Children are the centre of our mandate. Four years ago you challenged us at the Special Session for Children to build a world fit for children, free from violence, free from abuse and free from neglect, which is why we will continue to implement all recommendations. We will advocate with your leaders, at national level and local level. We will advocate for 
more research and better legislation. We will work in partnership, enforce the capacity of parents, help to inform them, provide access to education, health, and social services. When a family becomes fragile, we will provide alternative care. We are working in partnership with UNESCO working on concept of child friendly school, must feel safe, parents should feel confidence that when they are in schools thye are safe.

Question to Secretary-General, World Conference for Religions for Peace
What can be done to end harmful traditional practices? 

Answer: All religions ask what is the ultimate meaning of human life. At times, 
there are contradictions. You should be observers of your traditions and look at how they support human dignity. In August, 400 religious youths and 700 religious leaders met in Kyoto to discuss violence against children. There is an enormous consensus we must unite, every temple, mosque, church in all villages as they are on the frontlines of protecting your dignity.

Question to President, Save the Children Romania
How can NGOs and governments work together to ensure a safe environment for those in care or adoption programmes? 

Answer: We work with children and know what needs they have, what we have to do. We fight for laws that will make it impossible to abuse children. We must work together to ban corporal punishment in families, in care, institutions and schools. Hitting someone is the first sign that you do not respect someone. NGOs have good models of protection, we can show governments how they too can protect children. NGOs are good engines for change.

Question to Body Shop

How are you encouraging other companies to address domestic violence in countries where you have no shops? 

Answer: We set an example ourselves by addressing the issue within our own walls. In our shops we give people access to information about violence in the home on our products to protect themselves, and engage our employees and customers in 52 countries. We are not experts on domestic violence, we partner with NGOs, take direction from them. We also raise money for teacher training programmes, and try to set an example for other businesses and show them how to engage where we don’t have access.
Question to Senator, Canada
What can governments do to support children’s organisations that work on violence against children? 

Answer: Violence is not rational, it’s about greed, emotions, etc. What I want you to do is communicate with us in ways that will reach the heart – that is your strength. Teach us how to listen to you. What we should do is create spaces for you so you can express yourself and we can learn to listen to you in your language.

Question to Human Rights Watch
If we have a Special Representative, how big a role do you think NGOs will play with a Special Representative and how involved will young people be in this? 

Answer: I hope we will have a Special Representative, Jaap spoke well about why 
we need one. A Group of NGOs worked closely with Pinheiro throughout the Study process to make sure NGOs provided input, suggestions about recommendations, and the structure of regional consultations etc. Beyond that, we have had children and young people as part of the advisory panel, for the first time. Adults thought the meetings were much better as a result. I hope we can have a group of NGOs committed to giving input, ideas and suggestions for the follow-up, and that children and young people can play a part in this.
� The 3rd Committee of the 61st session of the UN General Assembly adopted the resolution on the rights of the child on 22nd November 2006. This included a section on violence against children – paragraphs 13-19 – and follow up – paragraph 53 c.


� The poems have been reproduced after due permission from the young people.


� Adapted from www.crin.org
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