NGO SUB GROUP ON CHILDREN AND VIOLENCE

WORK PLAN, 2004

Core Areas of Work

The UN Study on violence against children continues to dominate the work of the Sub Group. As the Study moves forward, with the establishment of the Secretariat in Geneva and the various regional consultations taking place, the Sub Group will remain focused on influencing the process of the Study as well as the desired outcomes.

The Sub Group will again be active during the Commission on Human Rights seeking to ensure strong language on violence against children in the omnibus resolution as well as organising panel sessions.

The Sub Group will seek to build strong partnerships with other Sub Groups, as well as the wider NGO community. Recent joint meetings with the Sub Group on sexual exploitation against children proved useful in identifying common areas of work.

Directly, and through its national affiliates and partners, the Sub Group on Children and Violence will also seek to inform the work of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, relevant Special Rapportuers and various UN agencies. In particular the Sub Group will maintain a close relationship with UNICEF, OHCHR and WHO as the key UN agencies collaborating in the UN Study. Additionally, the NGO Sub Group will work to develop strong ties with the Secretariat to the Study and will continue to build its relationship with the Independent Expert Professor Pinheiro.

Partnerships with the NGO Advisory Panel to the UN study on violence against children will also be imperative. 

Objectives
UN Study

· To actively engage in, and seek to inform and influence the UN Study on violence against children. This will be done through the Advisory Group as well as directly to the Independent Expert and his office. 

· To inform and facilitate the involvement of the wider NGO Group in the UN study
· To promote NGO participation in regional processes
Commission on Human Rights

· To work closely in support of the Sub Group on the Commission on Human Rights to bring about better protection for children from violence

· Ensure that the Sub Group has a strong and ongoing relationship with a number of the relevant Special Rapporteurs. 

Partnership

· Collaborate closely with other NGO Sub-Groups on common objectives, in particular regarding Child Labour, Refugee Children and Children in Armed Conflict, Commission on Human Rights, Sexual Exploitation and Juvenile Justice. 
· Encourage Sub Group members to work with their national and regional affiliates to actively engage in both the UN study on violence against children and in follow up to the Special Session
· Create influential relationships with various UN agencies, in particular UNICEF, WHO and OHCHR 

· Develop a strong relationship with the Independent Expert and his office

· Encourage best practice sharing and networking on the issue
Activities
UN Study

· Establish meetings with the Independent Expert and the office
· Make submissions, write letters, hold briefings etc, as appropriate, in order to seek to influence the study
· Ensure regular updates are held between the Sub Group and the Advisory Panel
· Send out regular updates to the wider NGO community about the Study
· Compile and submit programme matrix, reflecting good practice in prevention and protection of children from violence
· Meet with UNICEF, OHCHR and WHO as appropriate
Commission on Human Rights

· Hold joint meetings with the SG on the CHR to determine joint strategies

· Contribute text for the omnibus resolution on child rights

· Attend and contribute to the child rights caucus during the Commission

· Hold a panel discussion/briefing on children and violence/the study

· Meet with the UN study Independent Expert during the Commission

· Meet with relevant Special Rapporteurs

Partnerships

· Hold regular joint meetings with other Sub Groups

· Meet regularly with UN agency representatives, including the Committee on the CRC and Special Rapporteurs

· Send regular updates on the UN study to a wide list-serve

Contributions
· Time of Convenors donated in kind by Human Rights Watch and World Vision International. In addition, paper, photocopying etc for meetings and correspondence also donated by Human Rights Watch and World Vision International. 

· Approximate value: CHF 3,000

· In 2004 the Sub Group will continue to be convened by Human Rights Watch and World Vision International

· Meeting space supplied in kind by the NGO Group and DCI

