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Reminder: Submissions Due March 31, 2005
 

Formal submissions to the Secretary-General’s Study on Violence Against Children should be submitted to the secretariat by March 31, 2005. Civil society, including NGOs, children’s and youth groups, professional groups and other are encouraged to share information which relates to understanding, preventing and reducing violence against children. Particularly encouraged are the views and experiences of children, including direct testimony from children with disabilities, street children, children of ethnic minorities, children in difficult circumstances (including emergencies), children affected by HIV/AIDS.  
 

If you haven’t already submitted information, please do so! The submission form is attached, and can also be found on the Study’s website. The secretariat has also indicated that it will accept submissions after March 31, if you are able to forewarn the secretariat of delays.  

 

Study Website: 
The Secretary General’s Study on Violence against Children now has its own website: www.violencestudy.org. The website includes background on the study, information on regional consultations, how to make submissions, child participation, etc. New information will be added as the site is further developed. 

 

CRIN, the Child Rights Information Network, has also created a new site as a “civil society gateway” for the Study. It is at www.childrenandviolence.org and includes additional information and resources. 

 

Regional Consultations: 
The first of nine regional consultations begins this week, as the Caribbean consultation takes place in Trinidad. The regional focal points for the other consultations will be gathering in Trinidad to share information about the planning of the other consultations coming up. 

 

The most current schedule for the consultations is as follows. Please contact the regional focal points indicated for more information. 

 

THE CARIBBEAN

10-11 March, 2005, Port of Spain, Trinidad

14-19 March—Young People’s Forum

Regional Focal Point: Maria Jesus Conde, mconde@unicef.org
 

SOUTH ASIA 

The consultation had been planned for 17-18 May in Nepal, but in light of recent events, the dates and venue will probably be changed. 

Regional focal point: Serap Maktav, smaktav@unicef.org
 

WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA

23-25 May 2005, Bamako, Mali 

Regional focal point: Jean Claude Legrand, jlegrand@unicef.org
 

THE AMERICAS

30 May – 1 June, 2005, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Regional focal point: Maria Jesus Conde, mconde@unicef.org
 

NORTH AMERICA

3-4 June, 2005, Toronto, Canada

1-2 June: Children and Young People’s Forum

Regional focal point: Gopalan Balagopal, gbalagopal@unicef.org and Lisa Wolff, lwolff@unicef.ca 

www.unicef.ca/mission/childProtection/violencestudy.php
 

EAST AND SOUTHERN AFRICA

6-8 June, 2005, Johannesburg, South Africa

4-5 June: Pre-consultation meeting for children 

Regional focal point: Margie de Monchy, mdemonchy@unicef.org  and Sarah Norton Staal, snorton-staal@unicef.org
 

EAST ASIA AND PACIFIC

14-16 June 2005, Bangkok, Thailand

11-12 June: Children and Young People’s Forum

Regional focal points: Sawon Hong, shong@unicef.org and Manuel Finelli, mfinelli@unicef.org
 

MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA

27-29 June 2005, Cairo, Egypt

Regional focal point: Geert Cappelaere, gcappelaare@unicef.org
 

EUROPE AND CENTRAL ASIA

5-7 July 2005, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Regional focal points: Lesley Miller, lmiller@unicef.org and Judita Reichenberg, jreichenberg@unicef.org)

 

Government Questionnaires: 
 

To date, 88 governments have completed questionnaires regarding their national policies and practices regarding violence against children. The completed questionnaires can be found at www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/study.htm (look for “Questionnaires” on the left side of the page). About 13 more are on their way. 

 

Update on the Study Report: 
 

An editorial board for the study report has been formed, including representatives of UNICEF, WHO, OHCHR, ILO, additional experts identified by the agencies, and representatives of the NGO advisory panel for the study. The board has now met twice. It has developed an outline for the Study report, which will include 8 chapters: 

1)      Introduction and overview

2)      Legal frameworks

3)      Violence against children in the home and family

4)      Violence against children in schools and education settings

5)      Violence against children in other institutional settings 

6)      Violence against children in the community

7)      Violence against children in work situations

8)      Conclusions and recommendations. 

 

Drafts of each chapter will be developed beginning in May and completed by the end of the year. Each chapter will developed by a chapter leader, submitted to peer reviewers, and reviewed by the full editorial board. The final report is scheduled to be presented to the UN General Assembly in 2006. 

 

Expert Meetings: 
 

The Secretariat is working with various bodies/agencies to organize expert meetings on particular aspects of the study to provide the independent expert with specialized input. These include: 

•
Homes and families – coordinated by WHO 

•
Schools and education – coordinated by UNICEF, probably 9 May in Nairobi 

•
Institutions -  coordinated by UNICEF 

•
Working Children – coordinated by ILO 

•
Children in conflict with the law – coordinated by NGO Advisory Panel, scheduled for 4-5 April in Geneva 

 

We will circulate more information on these meetings as it becomes available. 

 

About this list: 

This list is a means of communication for NGOs interested in the UN Study on Violence Against Children and for the Subgroup on Children and Violence. Updates are sent approximately once a month. Please feel free to forward these updates to others who may be interested. Those who would like to be added to the listserve should send a blank e-mail to childrenandviolence-subscribe@domeus.co.uk. You will then receive a message asking you to confirm your participation. To confirm, simply click “reply.”

                                     

Previous updates sent through the listserve, UN resolutions related to the Study, and other related documents can be found on the CRIN website at: 

http://www.crin.org/docs/resources/publications/NGOCRC/subgroup-violence.htm
 

Best wishes, 

Jo Becker (Human Rights Watch; beckerj@hrw.org) 

Melanie Gow (World Vision International, Melanie_Gow@wvi.org)

Co-conveners, Subgroup on Children and Violence
