DRAFT 18 May 2005

NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child

Sub Group on Children and Violence
Minutes from 12 May 2005 Sub Group meeting in Geneva, the first half jointly with the Sub Group against Sexual Exploitation of Children
Present:  Veronica Yates (CRIN), Cristina Roccella (UNICEF), Claire de Lavernette (World Movement of Mothers), Helene Sackstein (IAW), Severine Jacomy (FPP NGOG), Linda Ros (WWSF), Amaya Gillespie (UN Study Secretariat), Brigitte Polonovski (ICW), Myriam Ernst (CASA), Jo de Linde (ECPAT), Véronique Lerch (SOS Kinderdorf), Melanie Gow (WVI), Denise Allen (NGO Group), Esther van der Velde (UN Study Secretariat), Carmen Madrinan (ECPAT), Monique McClellan (ICCB), Ellen Mouravieff-Apostol (IFSW), Alison Phinney (WHO), Marcelo Daher (UN Study Secretariat), Alison Phinney (WHO), Roxane Schury (NGO Group), Sookisa Yallappa (NGO Group), Leila Lonnroth (The Aland Islands Peace Institute), Sally Christine Cornwell (African Child Policy Forum), Jacqueline Galley (Sorop. International), Camilio Guaquea (NGO Group), Helena Gezelius (Save the Children)
Apologies: Eylah Kadjar Hamouda, IFTDH, Jane Connors and Paulo David, OHCHR 
The incoming convener thanked Melanie Gow and Jo Becker for their work and Jo de Linde and Melanie welcomed Helena Gezelius, who stressed that she represents the Save the Children group working on children and violence.
1. Update from UNICEF, Cristina Roccella

The UNICEF office in Geneva is preparing for the Europe Central Asia regional consultation in Slovenia early July. Cristina, replaces Lesley Miller during her maternity leave, and gave an update on the preparations of background papers and a Communications Kit intended both for the media and for all participants. She circulated a poster for the RC and informed about a web-site under preparation. The preceding Children and Young People’s Forum is for under 18 year olds (U18). 
2. Update from UN Study Secretariat, Amaya Gillespie

Just back from a New York briefing for government missions and NGOs, the director for the UN Study Secretariat, could report on positive interest from some 60 participants and stressed the importance of keeping NY involvement high although the Secretariat is Geneva-based. The independent expert also participated in the briefing and will return to present his progress report to the GA in the fall. This will be more substantive than the previous one and reflect the outcomes of the regional consultations.
She welcomed a new member in the UN Study Secretariat team, Esther van der Velde, previously with UNICEF NY with experience both in child rights and emergency relief. Also, the Secretariat has now moved in to its own offices at 9-11 rue Varembé, P O Box 48, 1211 Geneva 20 CIC, Switzerland. 
Government questionnaires: a list of the 97 countries that have responded so far was distributed. As responding is voluntary, this is already a very good result, hopefully also stimulating a variety of national processes.  (The responses are available on the OHCHR website and linked to the UN Study website and to CRIN)
Dates for regional consultations remain the same except for Southern and Eastern Africa, which is being postponed. New dates will, hopefully, be in mid-July so as to ensure that all RCs are over before August. 
Amaya commended the expert meeting organized by the NGO Advisory Panel saying she hoped the upcoming ones will have a similar format and type of outcome. (See below for details.) 
Another one, organized by UNICEF, on schools had just taken place in Nairobi and Amaya was encouraged by the participants’, including government representatives’, willingness to openly share problems and possible actions on this previously very sensitive subject.
A list of these expert or thematic meetings for the study was distributed. They include: WHO, home and family setting; ILO, work settings; ECPAT, virtual settings; OHCHR, legal mechanisms. UNICEF and Harvard University are planning one focussing on children with disability.
Submissions keep coming in to the Secretariat and an initial list was circulated.

The Editorial Board will meet again in September and an outline of the study report was circulated as well as a production timeline. The 150 page report is to be finalized by mid-2006. There will also be a shorter, 25 pages, UN report (maximum length accepted by the UN).
3. WHO update, Alison Phinney

WHO is on the coordinating committee for the Study and on its Editorial Board. The level of WHO participation in regions and at national level varies considerably, with Europe and MENA among the active as well as Ethiopia, Mozambique and China. 

Soon, WHO will second a person to the African Union (AU) in order to promote and work on follow-up to the AU 2005 Africa Violence Prevention Year.
The way evidence data and information about child maltreatment is collected and presented is not specific enough, neither on age and gender nor geographically. The WHO violence and injury prevention unit will make proposals to improve this. It is cooperating with ISPCAN to develop a framework for child maltreatment prevention to offer member states.
In June WHO organizes a second small expert meeting focussing on violence in the home and family setting. Sub Group members are welcome to propose participants, in particular from regions of the South. It will be a two-day meeting in Geneva, 20-21 June, with some 20-25 participants. Send proposals with contact details and brief profile to helena@savethechildren.ch by end May. 
4. NGO Advisory Panel, Melanie Gow

The Panel groups some 25 experts from all over the world, many of whom are involved in regional committees preparing for the consultations. In April some of these and other invited resource persons participated in a two-day meeting on children in conflict with the law. The aims of the meeting were to identify key issues and strategies for prevention and response as well as to formulate recommendations. 
A summary report from this meeting is now available on CRIN.  The group identified the following priority messages for the Secretary-General’s Study: 
· Regarding violence against children in conflict with the law
1) The overwhelming majority of children in the criminal justice system do not belong there;

2) Inadequate care and protection systems create multiple levels of violence against children and bring children into conflict with the law;

3) Children face a high risk of violence at virtually every stage of contact with the justice system;

4) Misuse and overuse of detention and lack of alternatives put large numbers of children at risk of violence;

5) Impunity and lack of accountability increases violence against children in conflict with the law.

· Regarding the responses needed

1) Prevent children coming into conflict with the law in the first place by addressing the care and protection challenges they face;

2) Decriminalise status offences and survival behaviours (such as begging, loitering; vagrancy), victims of sexual abuse and exploitation, and anti-social behaviours;

3) Utilise diversion as the presumed response to offenses, and reserve the formal criminal/juvenile justice system only for serious/violent offenders;

4) Ensure comprehensive, child-focused restorative juvenile justice systems that implement international standards;

5) Hold perpetrators of violence against children accountable through effective and transparent complaints, monitoring, investigation and redress mechanisms. 

NGO Advisory Panel plans include a November 2005 meeting, probably in Geneva, which would focus on Study recommendations.
5. Child participation, Helena Gezelius

Save the Children is involved in most of the regional committees preparing for the consultations and several of those have sub-committees preparing for child-participation. The participation can be direct and indirect, through film, reports etc.

In Latin-America, for example, only children from Argentina will participate, but children from 17 countries will have contributed. In most other consultations children from different countries in the region will participate. In North America, South East Asia Pacific and Europe Central Asia plans are for two child delegates from each country. Save the Children has developed a variety of documents to facilitate meaningful and ethical participation of children, including minimum standards and guidelines both global and regional.
In addition to the child-friendly concept paper (available in English, French and Spanish), Save the Children has now also prepared a Questions and Answers for Children and Young People on the UN Study on Violence against Children available on CRIN (so far only in English). It has been prepared with the help of questions posed by children in different parts of the world.
Another recent publication is, Violence against Children – the Voices of Ugandan Children and Adults, a book available on CRIN based on focus-group discussions and interviews. 
6. CRIN update: Veronica Yates
Plans include CRIN presence at the South Asia, Middle East and North Africa, Europe and Central Asia, West Africa and, perhaps, South East Africa Consultations. The Sub Group encouraged CRIN daily reports if possible. The one in Islamabad will be a first, providing a model also for regions where Veronica herself will not be present.
The CRIN website on violence against children has a good search engine and it’s now easy to find reports. Amaya confirmed that she sees CRIN as the long-term host for UN Study documents including public submissions. CRIN has also produced CDs of its database.
7. Updates from NGOs present

African Child Policy Forum: 12000 children, teachers and other adults have been interviewed in Ethiopia on physical and psychological punishment in homes and schools. Children’s perception of violence is included. This work is done in cooperation with Save the Children Sweden. Another study focuses on dignity in detention.
ECPAT: prepares thematic event in Bangkok on virtual spaces and regional background documents on sexual exploitation of children.

World Vision: violence against HIV/AIDS orphans in Uganda, possibly Africa wide report.
SOS Kinder: children’s views on violence in five countries

Save the Children: in addition to various contributions specifically on child participation; three thematic submissions that build on case studies from different parts of the world and that involve children, e.g. the one from Ethiopia presented by Africa Child Policy Forum, will be submitted: children in conflict with the law; sexual abuse of children; and physical and humiliating treatment of children. Gender is a cross-cutting theme in all of those.
8. Commission on Human Rights 

The independent expert’s progress report is available on the Secretariat website: http://www.violencestudy.org/a25
Nobody present could answer why the resolution requests a final report – the wording came as a surprise as both government groups involved in the drafting had known that the final report will not be ready in time for next year’s Commission and had seemed fine with the wording proposed by NGOs and others.  (The resolution on the Rights of the Child 2005/44 is available on the OHCHR website.)
9. AOB and next meeting

Autumn Barr, intern with the NGO Group Focal Point Programme against Sexual Exploitation of Children, presented her review of NGO reports to the CRC Committee. She identifies anything written about violence against children and marks it in a table with categories of violence (in part corresponding to the settings in the UN Study) and also does a cut-and-paste job. The best way of presenting her results would be in a data-base, so you could easily click for further information. The review for countries participating in the Europe Central Asia consultation is going to be available in time for the consultation.
Sub Group members welcomed the work and thought it may be helpful also in the follow-up to the Study. A discussion about the various data bases in regions and globally took place and it was suggested to include e-documentation on the agenda for a future sub-group meeting and/or as a separate meeting.

The next meeting of the Sub Group was proposed for mid-September, exact date to be confirmed. 
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