Sub Group on Children and Violence: joint meeting with Sub Group on Juvenile Justice – 14/02/05

Minutes

Present: Nicola Sharp (Plan), Veronica Yates (CRIN), Lesley Miller (UNICEF), Christina Roccella (UNICEF), Anais Salvin (OMCT), Claire de Lavernette (World Movement of Mothers), Helene Sackstein (IAW), Sandie Scolari (UNICEF), Helena Gezelius (Save the Children), Carlos Pampin Garcia (DCI), Beata Stappers-Karpinska (DCI Netherlands), Severine Jacomy (FPP NGOG), Linda Ros (WWSF), Eva Laftman (Save Sweden), Amaya Gillespie (UN Secretariat), Megan Bastick (Quakers), Brigitte Polonovski (ICW), Julia Ekstedt (Save the Children Sweden), Myriam Ernst (CASA), Andre Dunant (IAYFJ), Bruno Romazzotti (FPP NGOG), Jo de Linda (ECPAT), Leigh Veronique (SOS Kinderdorf), Melanie Gow (WVI)

Apologies: Jo Becker, Peter Newell

1. Update from CRIN: Veronique

CRIN has received enough money to establish a portal on the CRIN website for children and violence and to focus on the study. The portal has gone live and people were encouraged to get on line take a look and let CRIN know any comments on it. 

The portal will gather information about the study and will have links to the official UN site as well as pages for each region (for example the European site for the regional consultation is linked) and links to key organisations. It will also create a database to hold the various NGO submissions made to the UN Study. 

2. Commission on Human Rights: Julia

NGO submissions on language in the omnibus resolution need to be submitted to Julia asap. Melanie committed to submit language on behalf of the Sub Group on children and violence. The Sub Group on Children without Parental Care have already submitted some very specific language on this issue and in particular looking at the development of UN guidelines on this. 

Julia has already met with both GRULAC and the EU as the co-sponsors of the resolution to discuss NGO suggestions. NGOs are trying to focus on implementation and the role of the Convention and Committee. 

Luxemburg like the idea of a resolution modelled on the GA resolution  - much shorter.

CRIN will be undertaking daily updates on the Commission and will circulate these during the time. 

Deliberate connections with CONGO will also be made and with other select caucus’. The Child Rights Caucus will meet each morning at 9am during the four key weeks of the Commission. 

It is suggested that NGOs send to Julia other resolutions that they are working on and that we attempt to mainstream children’s rights issues wherever possible. 

Save the Children have developed and submitted a written statement to the Commission related to the UN study on children and violence – looking in particular at mainstreaming across the mechanisms and procedures. 

Quakers have done considerable work on women in prison and this report will be available at the CHR. 

Save the Children are looking to launch their film “Children’s Voices Against Violence” at the Commission. 

Sub Group on Juvenile Justice offered to work with the NGO Advisory Panel to develop a panel for the Commission looking at children in conflict with the law – Melanie and Carlos to discuss and organise.

3. UN Secretariat: Amaya Gillespie

CRC Committee and follow up: 

The Committee on the Rights of the Child are going to issue guidelines on reporting on the issue of children and violence to States Party with particular emphasis on the recommendations and strategies put forward in the study.

Discussions are already looking at follow up to the study and it is essential that this remain a core focus. The idea of a Special Rapporteur has not gone much further as there does not appear to be much support. 

Mainstreaming is also essential across the existing mechanisms.

Amaya met with the Chair of the CRC Committee to discuss research and tapping into data of the Committee. Clearly data will be important though numbers are difficult to verify. 

The Study process:

The settings approach will be useful but there will also be many crosscutting issues. The study does also not just want to focus on extreme forms of violence but also those that are underreported etc. 

The Editorial Board met recently and the Advisory Panel was represented by Jo Becker and Peter Newell. A draft of chapters 1 and 2 is nearing completion. Outlines for the other chapters are underway. The core chapters are the settings chapters and lead coordinators are being identified for these. It is important to remember that Paulo Pinheiro has overall responsibility for the report. 

A draft of the report will be circulated to the peer review groups that have been developed for each chapter. The peer reviewers will be able to share these chapters with a number of people. 

An overall report writer/editor is being sort to ensure consistency in approach – it is not easy to identify someone however. The draft outlines/chapters will be shared at the regional consultations for input.

Regional Consultations

First regional consultation will be in the Caribbean – Trinidad March 10/11. Peter Newell is going form the Ad Panel and a report should follow. This consultation will be smaller than the others.

Dates and places for the regional consultations are available on the official website – www.violencestudy.org
Object of the regional consultations are to:

a) Strength and create a ground of networks to follow up on the study.

b) To get the best quality input from the regions and sub regions

The regional consultations are not an academic exercise but should be used also to explore ways forward etc.

UNICEF has undertaken national and regional level research on violence in several places.

The regional consultation for EAP has been moved due the tsunami. It will now take place June 14-16 with young people meeting Jun 12-13. 

Expert Meetings

Small expert meetings on various topics are being planned. The meetings will focus on recommendations primarily. Expert meetings being planned include:

Children in Conflict with the Law: by the NGO Advisory Panel

Violence in school and education: UNICEF

Violence in work situations: ILO

Violence in home and family: WHO

Groups/NGOs with expertise are welcome to undertake such meetings.

Administrative issues

There is now an MOU between the three UN partners (UNICEF, WHO and OHCHR)

The Secretariat have three new staff: including Ravi on child participation.

Government Questionnaires

Government questionnaires: many governments have still not responded though overall the response has been quite good (88 responses at this time). The Secretariat is doing some chasing up on this. UNICEF has been excellent in following up. 

The Secretariat would like to make the gov questionnaires available to inform the regional consultations. Shadow reports are not encouraged but NGOs can submit any useful information. 

OHCHR will undertake regional reviews of the questionnaires – though this will only be a small part of the regional consultations. Concluding observations are also being looked at the OHCHR. 

NGO information is starting to come in. The NGO Group is doing some analysis on NGO submissions to the CRC Committee to identify where they focus on violence – this will be submitted to the Secretariat and will complement the work of the OHCHR.

4. Additional Regional Updates: Severine, Helena

Some of the regional consultations – such as Europe are going back to back with Yokohama follow up process.

European consultation being hosted by government of Slovenia and an agenda and workshops are being worked on. There will be a focus on government implementation and input. A not has been sent out to NGOs in the region to tell then about the forthcoming consultation.

Council of Europe will invite governments. There is a working group on child participation which is being convened by Save the Children to look at children’s input and participation.

In South Asia a film documenting violence in that region is being made and will be shown as part of the regional consultation. The planning committee is discussing the best ways to involve children.

Child friendly reports will need to be considered for each region – the Editorial Board is also considering this. 

5. Child Participation

The UN Secretariat has seconded Ravi from Save the Children to assist with child participation in the study, including in the regional consultations. The Save the Children manuals are now available in French and Spanish as well as English.

Save have also completed a book from the training session they ran in Geneva on child participation and a CD which picks up on what children are saying about violence is also available. 

The CD is focused on Sth Asia, goes for about 20 mins and will available on CRIN shortly. Child friendly information about the study has also been completed and is available on CRIN. There is also a Q & A being completed which includes input form Save the Children and the U18 members of the Advisory Panel.

6. Links to Juvenile Justice

Developing a join panel at the Commission on Human Rights. 

JJ Sub Group could consider doing a bibliography to submit to the Secretariat.

DCI are convening a meeting in June in Bethlehem on juvenile justice – outcomes could be submitted to the Secretariat. 

7. Updates from NGO Sub Group members

Anna Pinto: her organisation is undertaking a small briefing on violence against indigenous children to submit to the Secretariat – in particular looking at UN processes that have involved indigenous children.  The submission will look at specific regions.

Quakers: Will submit findings on violence in military schools as well as violence against imprisoned mothers and their children.

IFSW: will make a submission about prevention

Plan: regional meetings on trafficking, sexual abuse and prevention – findings will be fed to the Secretariat

DCI Netherlands: Findings from the June Congress will be submitted

Save the Children: submissions on child participation, juvenile justice, physical and humiliating punishment, child sexual abuse, children and gender based violence amd work on follow up to the study.

World Vision: submissions on violence in the home, violence in communities (Pacific, Africa), interventions and prevention strategies that work.

ECPAT: submission on cyberspace abuse of children, also working with WWSF on bibliography on sexual abuse

SOS Kinder: submissions on the views of children to violence from across 5 countries

IFTD: submissions on child trafficking and juvenile justice

8. Advisory Panel

Planning experts consultation in early April on Children in Conflict with the Law. A report will be available.

Ad Panel members very involved in regional consultation process and many are involved either on the Editorial Board, as peer reviewers, coordinators or co-authors on the development of the report.

9. AOB and Next meeting

Melanie noted that WV and HRW will step down from the convenorship of the SG before the May NGO Group GA. She called for nominations – none were tabled at the meeting. She asked people to email their nominations by mid April. Then there will be an email vote for a new convenor.

Next meeting May – exact date to be confirmed.

