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Preface

Not much has been written about the situation of children in Burma Reporting of
hiwman rights abuses tends to focus on adults rather than children. Even international
human rights activists are not particularly sensitized to age-related 1ssues or to the
special needs and vulnerabilities of children

Arc children particularly important? Morc important than adults? The UN Child Rights
Convertion expresses it this way: Respect for human rights begins with the way socety
treats its ckildren. Signing the Child Rights Convention means a conwnitnient to the

future!

"This paper is an attempt to investigate how Burma is treating its children. "Lhis has been
done through collating already existing material on the situation of children in Burma
No ‘new interviews or recordings have been done. The material consists of different
reports, papers and books (see bibliography). Because of limited time and language
skills this paper is just an attempt to show the differences between the Child Right's
Coavention and reality, between what is said by the State Law and Restoration Council
(Storc) and what they are actually doing.



introduction

*In general Myanmar society places an extremely high value on children and on their
care and nurture, But the prevailing economic and political conditions of the past four
decades in particular have eroded civilian organisation, underminsd support structures
and threatened traditional values, exposing children to danger. Parents and members of
the extended family are usually the first line of defense for children. I the resources of
adults arc draincd, howcver, they beecomc incapablc of fulfilling this function.

The social fabric of Myanmar is under threat because of both political and economic
forces and it is children who stand to pay the highest price. As a result of the conscious
policy of the past 40 years of political and economic isolation internationally and strict
internal censorship, the monitoring of human rights abuses and social distress in
Mpyanmar has been extremely piecemeal and anecdotal.

The humanitarian and pragmatic consequences of failing to address the needs of
children are grave. Because children are more vuloerable physically and emotionatly
than adults, their normal development is jeopardised in exploitative or abusive
circumstances. A child physically or meatally disabled in this way grows up to bs a
disabled adult, whose economic productivity and social integration are impaired."?

(The UN has employed an expert, Graca Machel, former Minister of Education of
Mozambique, to undertake a study on the impact of armed conflict on children. This
report will be finished during 19963)



Definition of a child.

A child is defined in the Child Rights Convention as a person under the age of 18, unless
national laws fix an earlier age of majority.*

Political and historical context.

Counflicts between the Bunman population - 68 % of the population of about 42 million people’® -

in the central areas and the many non-Burman esthnic nationalities in the mountains has been
a central theme of Burma's histery for a very long time. The Burmans have dominated the
country politically and culturally since the 11th century. "This means that the conflicts in Burma
today are not something that started with Slorc or Ne Win

"Ethnicity is an extremely important and complex issue in Myanmar and the diversity of ethnic
groups is remarkable. Over 100 different languages and ethnic sub-groupings are still evident
today. - - - In many minority-dominated areas a clear hierarchy of ethnic groupings exists, often
with one group exacting feudal control over others. Ethmic identity is clearly demarcated, even
in villages where more than one ethnic group coexists and each group maintains its own
language, manner of dress, religious beliefs and customs. - - - Ethnicity and armed conflict are
intrinsically linked in Myanmar and virtually all the ethnic minorities have at some time or
another been in conflict with the central government, questioning ‘its legitimacy and its right
to rule over minority-held territories.™

Burma was colonised by Great Britain between 1885 and 1948. In 1947 an "independence
constitution” was written and it was lead and advocated by Aung San. He pleaded for "unity in
diversity” for the new Union of Burma, giving the different minority nationalities a number of
levels of local amtonemy. He was also convinced that military and politics must be separated.
However, the 1947 constitution was quickly recognised by the non-Burman nationalities as
highly unsatisfactory, and became a key reason for the out-break of civil war.

Aung San was murdered by enemies in 1947, and the following 15 years Durma was ruled by
different democratic leaders who had little control over the couniry. In 1962 General Ne Win
staged a coup, and scizcd power. He did this "on the basis of its fear that the elected
government was embarking on a course which, in response to non-Burman demands for a
"genuine federal union', would lead to the disintegration of the nation and the state.”

Ne Win ruled from 1962 until 1988. He isolated the country from the rest of the world, both
politically and economically, and the standard of living it Burma fell dramatically during his
rule,



in August 1988 a pro-democraliv uprising spread over the eniire couniry., This marked a
watershed in the civil-war, for the bloody crackdown on pro-democracy forces drove them into
the arms of the military's civil war enciniss, the anmed ethnic minority rebels.

The State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC) was formed by the former military
jumta during September 1988, aiming to restore order in the country. SLORC was to be
temporary, ruling Burma vntil the democratic elections in 1999, Aung San Suu Kyi, daughter
to Avng San, led the National League for Democracy (NLD). Though Aung San Suu Kyi had
been detained in July 1989, the NLD won a landslide victory in the clection. When NLD
demanded to take power over the country, SLORC decided that it was necessary that they
(SLORC) stay in power until a constitution was finishc '

The conflict grew and several thousands of political activists were detained.

In 1991 Aung San Suu Kyi received the Nobel Peace Price for her struggle for peac., and
democracy in Burma. She was released from house arrest in July 1995.

The Convention en the Rights of the Child

The Convention on the Rights of the Child was adopted by the Umted Nations Gencral
Assembly on 20 November 1989.2

"The Convention projects a vision for children with a clear recognition of their rights for
survival, protection, development and participation; presents a set of 54 long-term goals and
standards to the present and fiture generations; and challenges them to measiire the existing
sitvation of children against those standards with a greater emphasis on the adult g,encranons
and governments' responsibility and accountability to children."” ~

"One reason why the convention is important is that it represents a commitment 1o the
Juture.

Respect for buman rights begins with the way society treats its children. A caring
society will give freedom and dignity to young péople, creating the conditions in which
they can develop their full potential and so look fwmm“d to a full and satisfying adult
life.

The Convention is farsighted because it recognises that the children of today - half the
world's population - will have to carry on into the future the work of creating a just and
humane social order."®

In July 1991, Myanmar acceded to the Convention of' the Rights of the Child. (o "accede” to
the Convention means combining signature and ratification in one act)
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When a vountry has raiificd or avceded o the Coaveaiion on the Rights of the Child,
il must review national law to make sure it 1s in line with the provisions of the
Convention. It declares itszIf bound to observe these provisions, and becomes
answerablie to the international community if it fails to comply wiih them."!!

Following these commitments, Myanmar/Burma:

= Completed and published, in 1993, its National Programme of Action (NPA) for the
Survival, Protection and Development of Myanmar's Children in the 1990z, and

= Enacted The Child Law in 1993 and established a National Child Rights Committce
in 19941

National Programme of Action (NPA) For the Survival, Protection
Development of Myanmar's Children in the 1990's. (Sept. 1993)

"The countries that have signed the Declaration have made a commitment to prepare the
national Programmes of Actions for Children; to incorporate them iato their national
development plans; to plan, implement and monitor social and economic development
programmes in the 1990s and to monitor the goals as the decadz unfolds."

The National Programme of Action for Myanmar/Burma (NPA) was written and finished by
Unicef Myanmar in 1993. Tt "is based on studies conducted by national and international
organizations; governmental programmes in health, education, water supply and sanitation, and
social welfare; joint programmes with agencies of the United Nations; and detailed sectoral

NPA's. It relates specific national goals to the global goals set out in the Declaration "
The NPA for Myanmar/Burma discusses the following subjects:

- Health and Nutrition,

- Water Supply and Sanitation,

- Education and Early Childhood Development and

- Children in Especially Difficult Circumstances. (CEDC)

It also discusses strategies how to reach and finance the goals.

In "Children and Women in Myanmar. A situation analysis 1995.” Unicef Myanmar states that
"tae NPA has not yet been translated into sectoral policies, plans and programmes at national
and sub-national levels, with adequate budgetary allocations to achieve the goals.""

According to Unicef Myanmar’s Anaual Report 1994 the NPA "is not yet ‘owned’ by the



government”. Umicef{ s still working to promote the NPA to the government. *

The Constitution of Burma/Myanmar
{Appendix with some of the constitution principles? P. 3. Unicel 19%35)

In January 1993, a National Convention of 698 (702 according to HR Year Book Burma.)

gatcs held its first niceting to prepare a Constitution for Myanmar/Burma. Since then, it has
adjoumed and reconvened a number of times. Official statements indicate that adjournments
were necessary to provide delegates more time to study various proposals fcr the content of fthe
Constitution. o

‘The delegates are organized into eight groups, including a selection of National Assembly
candidates elected in 1990 (99 of the 485 representatives elected in the 1990 elections'”),
représentatives of political parties, and various ethnic minority and occupational groups, such
as state employees, "peasants” and "intelligentsia”. With exception of the elected candidates and
party representatives, the delegates of all groups were appointed by SLORC.

SLORC has proposed 104 constitutional principles to the delegates. These principles include
aleading role in politics for the military and reservation of the position of president to a person
with a military background.

The following recommcndanons of the Committee have special relevance to the situation of
children

"The State shall care for mothers and children, orphans, fallen Tatmadaw [military]
servxoem‘*n 's. c}uldren the old and the infirm, and the disabled.”

"The State shall implement firee compulsory primary education systen,”

"The State¢ shall implement a modern education system that will promote allround
correct thoughts and good morals and contribute towards building of the nation.”

"The State shall eamestly strive to improve education and health of the people.”

"The State shall enact neuesbary law to enable the national people to pamclpate jlil
matters of education and health of the people.™®

As the work of the National Constitutional Convention is still incomplete, its impact on
Myanmar's/Burma’s political future is not yet clear. (Dec. 1995)



The 2nd Regional Consuitation of the CRC in East Asia and the Pacific

At the 2nd Reginnal Consnpitation of the CRC in East Asia and the Pacific in August 1992,
Mr U Ba Han, Dirzctor of the Myamnar Crimmal Departineat, Office Suprems Court, stated:

"The government is making svery effort to implement the Convention. It is appealing
to the international community to strive for a deeper understanding of lhe sitation m
Myanmar, at a time of transition and adjustment.” :

"With regard to the Convention's provisions on civil rights and freedom, protcction for
most of these rights and freedoms already exist in current Myanmar legislation.”

Mr U Ba Han also comments on the Convention and discusses the governments' plans and
efforts made within Education, "Family eavironment and Alternative Care” and "Basic Health
Welfare”.

The National Coalition Government of the Union of Burma (NCGUB)

"The SLORC regime directly and indirectly denies all children of Burma their inherent rights
as both children and people. The only children who are exempt from unfair treatment are those
belonging to the military clique, who receive privilege after privilege, at the expense of the
country. '

Other children face economic and sexual exploitation, loss of their families, institutionalisation,
and some are even jailed. Indeed, children are the most vulnerable segment of society, being
affected by a number of factors, from violent childhood experiences to the destruction of
Burma's natural resources, becanse these things directly affect the fiture of children as adolts.
When children's rights are jeopardized, so is the future of the nation.

Consider this evidence as violations against the rights of the child:

Children are forbidden to receive education in their own langvage. Schools run by ethnic
minoritics arc routincly shut down by SLORC, as were universitics and higher institutions of
learning.

SLORC is restricting schools in Rangoon in an effort to keep students separated. Attempts to
cordrol students can also be seen in the recent push by SLORC to have regional schools, making
sure students do not collect together in one place. the Burmese military has always been
antagonistic to students, because the uprisings in 1962 and 1988 were started by students, who
were quickly joined by others in the society.



In the third week of December 1994, Dr XX and another individual went down to Rangoeon to
artend the SLORC's national convention and Iearned about the Chin children. They went to the
authorities and asked permission to see the children, and the two of them were granted
permission. When they met the children at K'Ba Ave monastery, they found that the boys had
had their heads shavsd in order to become novice Buddhist monks, while the girls had refised.
All of the children cried and begged to be taken home when the 2 represematives met them.
Iowever, the children are still being held at the monastery.”

Abuse against the CRC Article No 2, 17, 28

Article No 24 _
The child is entitled to the highest attainable standard of heaith. States shail ensure that heaith
care is provided to all children, placing emphasis on preventive measures, health education
and reduction of infant mortality.
A KNLA officer.
{Interviewed by the KHRG. Report No 24, 1995.)
 Bach family in all the villages near the car road has o give I pyi fabout 1.5 kg] of rice and 1/4
klo of chillies per month [these are large villages of several hundred houses each]. SLORC
soldiers gather all this rice and chillies and stock it in P'Nwe Kla village [Burmese name Pein
MNeh Daw, a SEORC stronghold position I hour's drive from Thaton]. Then the monk sends his
men to gather it in. P'Nwe Kla and take it back to Khaw Taw. Then he gives it out, but only to
the famdlies of soldiers - nobody else gets anything. As for the people from Paw Hta, To Nyo,
Meh Bpa and other hill villages who have gone dovin to Khaw taw [these are the hill villagers
from near the Salweer River who have been forced or terrorized into moving there, like the
villagers interviewed in this report ], they 've made a different compound for them and put them
in there, and they pet different food. This past summer [March-June 1995} there have been so
many children and others at Khaw Taw who have died of cholera and other diseases, because
of the change of place and change of water, and because there is no medicine there.
Abuse against the CRC Article No 2, 24

(KHRGNo 24, 1995.)

"4 lnuman rights monitor who recently returned from Papun District reported: 'The situation
ofthe villagers in my interviewing area is very critical and serious. Most of them are without
rice and they don't have adeguate shelter. Children are malnourished and hove no medical
care. ™

Abuse against the CRC Article No 6, 24, 38

Daw BBBB. 49 vear oild woman from Kyaunk Kyi township, Nyannglebin District. (HR
YD 19294: Burma. P. 419. Interview no 111.)
"Many children are malnourished, and people don't even have blankets or a change of clothing.



Mty children die; some women bave 10 children but ali of them died. T've had szven children,
bt when we had to run to the jungle two of them got sick and died becanss we had no
medicine. Now I've only got four children lefi. Just two weeks ago, a child in the villags was
suffermg cerebral malaria, so we gave him a quinine drip. But we only had one, so we borrowed
asecond one from another village for him. After that, the child seemed much betizr, but we had
no more medicine to give him so he died.

There were also a father amd son in the village, and the father was an invalid, so his son went
out to carn whatcver he could to support him. Whenover he got anything, he scnt rice to his
faher, even though he often couldn't get enough. The father felt so bad for his son that last rainy
season, about the time when we weed the rice fields, he hanged himself. Many people kill
themselves now.

Papun (Mudraw) District.

(KHRG Report No 19, 1995.)

"In late Jarniary, a group of at least 20 women porters and 5 men porters were taken by SLORC
in Ka Law Hta village, Papun District. Among them were 5 girls only 14 years old, some who
were 13or 16, and the oldest women were over 30. At least one woman had to carry her baby
along with herload. They were forced to carry SEORC supplies to the Kyauk Nyat area, where
SLORC kas beer. mourting a major offersive since January to capture the upper Salween River
area. The women and girls were porters for about a month before finally being released in
Kyasuk Nyat, along the Salween River not far south of the Xayak State border. They were left
to find their own way home, several days' walk to the southwest through the jforest and
movuntains. They set out as a group to make their way home. Along the way on February 20th
Naw Sah My, a 15-year-old girl stepped on a iandmine. It blew her right leg off from just below
the kmee. Zaw Zaw Oo, & I6-year-old girl, was hit in the face by the shrapnel. She has been
completely blinded and suffered scars ail over her face. The others carried them to a nearby
village, where they were treated by an anti-SLORC medical team which was visiting. The mine
had corpietely biown off Naw Sah Mu's leg so they did not have to amputate. After the medics
provided basic treatment, the villagers sent them to Papun Hospilal. No further word has been
received on their condition.”

Abuse against the CRC Article No 6, 24, 32, 38

Article No 19 and 34
States skall protect children from physical or mental harm and neglect, including sexual
abuse or exploitation.

Saw Htoo Wah, 13 year old boy from Pa-an Township, Thaten District, Karen State.
(HR YB 1294: Barma. P. 291. Interview 30.)
"At Nadaw Fll Moon {on 28 December 1993} I was guarding the road. - - - Later it was time



Drug usage is also said to be cocouraged by SLORC, making cheap opium and cven heroin
available to vouths, a thinly disguised pian to distract and incapacitate those whom the regime
szes as a clear threat in any fiture uprising,

Forced labour projects also take children, regardiess of age.

Children are often the first to suffer in poor economic conditions, and malmitrition is recorded
as affecting 10 per cent of Burma's children

Children face horrific experiences as refugees and running from SLORC; children must hide
when SLORC soldicrs come to villages. The mental shock they undergo will last them a
lifetime of pain. Also because communities are ripped apart and traumatically forced to relocate
or flee, the basic right that every child has to a stable upbringing is destroyed for a lifetime.
These events will continue to disrupt and atfect their entire lives.”

Seme comparisons between different sources

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) includes both very general items, such
as right to life and health, and more specific ones, such as right to primary education. The
human rights situation in Burma is very complex, and interviews with refugees from Burma
made by the Karen Human Rights Group shows that the refugees are subject to several human
rights abuses at any one time. This means that it is impossible to isolate one human rights abuse
from another. Still, it is interesting to sece what different sources are saying on the same subject.
A few specific subjects are chosen here to illustrate this.

Right to Education CRC Art. no 24, 28,29 and 32

Primary education shall be free and compulsory; discipline in schools should respect the
child's dignity. Education should prepare the child for life in a spirit of understarding, peace
and tolerance.

SLORC

"While Myanmar is strongly committed to Education for All by the year 2000, and efforts are
underway to make primary education easily accessible to every child, it acknowledges that the
achievement of universal primary education is still beyond reach. the Government is presently
cousidering the introduction of other education delivery systems, such as non-formal education,
both for illiterate adults as well as for out-of-school youth and school dropouts.

As fr as Special Protection Measures are concerned, the Myanmar Government is carrying out
thc Border Areas and National Races Development Plan in arcas along the periphery of the



SLORC 1s resiricting schools iz Rangoon in an effori to keep students separated. Alterpls to
conirol smdents ¢an also be seen in the recent push by SLORC to have regional schools, making
sure students do not collect together in one place. The Burmese military has always besn
antagonistic to students, because the uprisings in 1962 and 1988 were started by students, who
were quickiy joined by others in the socisty. - - -

'If you want to pass the matriculation exam in Burma vou need only pay Ks 10,000 for a
subjectmajor. Moreover, il you want to get a high mark or distinction you will have to pay an

cxira Ks 20,000 per subject. With these marks you can go to mcdical or crigincering school.’

Many poverty-stricken people have complained about Burma's corrupt education system. Tt is
the worst thing that has happened since SLORC seized power,' an inside source said. [BBC]

During the first week of January 1995, the local SLORC military commander issued an
ultim(atum to close down over 90 Mon language schools in 63 Mon villages in Kawkareik
Township, Karen State, and Kyaikmaraw Township, Mon State. That have deprived more than
3,000 Mon children of an education.” Human Rights Year Book 1994, Burma

BRorma Issuas

"The Border Development Program has been much proclaimed by Slorc as a great development
plan to bring the border regions into peacefinl and prosperous union with the rest of Burma. As
such, Slorc has managed to get financial support for the program from the United Nations
Development Program. Yet for the Wa, who werz one of the first recipients of the program,
there has been little if any improvement. According to their report [The Agony of the Wa
People, 1993], 'Roads and other improvements reported (by the Slorc) in the Burmese press
were constructed only in the mass media. The vast majority of the Wa have no formal
education. There are only a few informal primary schools taught by teachers who themselves
have been only to primary school."™ Burma issues, November 1993.2

Right to Life, Right to Health and standard of Living CRC
Article no 6, 24 and 27.
The child is entitled to the highest attainable standard of health.

SLORC

"On Basic Health Welfare, Universal Child Imoumization (UCT) was achieved in 1990 in the
209 townships where immunization programmes were operatiopal. UCI provides a formidable
context for other, more comprehensive interventions, such as the Child Survival Programme,
a package of 17 interventions which will enable Myanmar to reduce its Infant Mortality Rate



from the present 94 per thousand five births to less than S0, [This infant moertality raie is more
than double what had been reponted for two decades.]"
#r U Ba Han, Director, Criminal Department, Mfice of Supreme Court 19723

United Nations

"About 15 per cent of Myanmar children born alive do nét survive to reach their fifth vear,
Respiratory infections, malaria and diarrhoeal diseases are the main canses of death in this age
group. Myanmar's infant and under-five mortality rates fall in the samc range as those of
Bangladesh and India. They are slightly higher than those of Indonesia, and considerably higher
than these of the Philippines, Vietnam and Thailand. Vaccine preventable childhood diseases
continue to cause a large proportion of child mortality and morbidity. - - -

‘The extension of immunization services has been constrained by security problems, umreliable
or no electricity for maintaining the cold chain, transportation difficulties, and the shortage of
health staff, particularly in remote ethnic minority commuaities of the border arcas.”

"Nearly half of all primary-school-aged children in Myanmar are malnourished. The estimated
prevalence of stunting at the age of school entry, which indicates past or chronic malmutrition,
has increassd from 29.1 per cent in 1990 to 40.5 per cent in 1991.”

Children and Women in Myanmar. Unicef 1995.%

"Children's environment and experiences in the first years of life have a profound impact on
their future, setting lifelong patterns for physical, cognitive, emotional and social development.
Moreover, these aspects of development are closely interrelated. If a child is chronically il or
malnourished, for example, his or her cognitive and motor development may be impaired. Or,
if the emotional needs of infants are not met through adequate physical contact, their growth
can falter. During the first years of life, children therefore require not only proiection, a
nutritious diet, and health care; but also affection, a sense of security, interaction with others,
and inteliectual stimulation through exploration and play.” - :
Children and Women in Myanmar. Unicef 1995.%°

Right to protection from sexual exploitation. Art No 34.

Sale, trafficking and abduction. Art no 35.

States Parties undertake to protect the child Jrom all forms of sexual exploitation and sexual
abuse.

SLORC

"Sexual exploitation is almost non-existent in the Myanmar context, but steps have been taken



to establish legal provisions for the protection of chiidren from such explottation.”
Mr U Ba Han on the 2nd Regronal Consuirarion of the CRC in Easr Asia and the Pacific,

Uinited NatGons

"With technical support from WHO, the Mmmstry of Health formulated its first two-year
National AIDS Control and Prevention Plan in 1992, Ilowever, no comprehensive national
educalion and communication programme yet exists.”
Children and Women in Myanmar. Unicef 19957

"Interviews with Commercial Sex Workers (CSW) in Yangon and Mandalay revealed that
children may enter the trade as early as age 12, sometimes after taking up a life on the streets.
Others were forced into prostitution by their parents, or entered the commercial sex trade to
provide financial support to their families. - - - Women and girls ia the commercial sex trade
are increasingly threatened by the AIDS epidemic in Myanmar. Ninety-eight per cent of former
CSW in a vocational training school [78 girls] had oo knowledge of the disease and how it can
be prevented.

With the growth of sex tourism and the commercial sex trade in neighbouring countries of the
region, child abuse and exploitation has assumed a new form: sexual trafficking of children
across international borders. - - -

WHO has estimated that the mumber of HIV-positive persons could range anywhere from
460,000 to 500 0090 at the end of 1994.”
Children and Women in Myanmar. Unicef 1995

"The sex industry in this part of South East Asia is extremely complex and widespread, with
significant variations in terms and conditions of employment. - - - The evidence on sexual
trafficking both within Myanmar and in Thailand concerns girls and young women rather than
boys. - - - Some female prostitutes interviewed in Yangon had entered the trade at age twelve,
but research clsewhere in the region indicates that pre-pubescent children ten and even eight
years old are involved. Certainly the majority of Myanmar girls mvolved in the trade are
between 15 and 25 years."”

Unicef 1992.%

The National Coalition Government of the Union of Burma (NCGUB)
"Muslim girls are forced into "educaticnal” courses on military bases. Not only is this against

the wishes of the girls’ parents and insensitive to their religious beliefs, but girls experience
sexual harassment and worse by soldiers.



The sex industry, meanwhiie, both inside Burma and in neighbouring countries 10 grow. As men
fear recerving AIDS more and more, younger and younger girls are sought to be sure of their
"purity”. Many children are unsuspectingly sold into prostitution by familizs whe need mooey
due to the economic situation and extortion by SLORC troops.”

Human Rights Year Book 1994, Burma ™

The Centre for the Protection of Childrens Rights (CPCR)

"For the past fow years, tourism has been Thailand's number ope source of income. In 1990, 5.3
million tourists came to Thailand, the majority of them 'unaccompanied males’. As demand for
sex services grows, the procurers of prostitutes look further afield, recruiting younger and
younger children. The demand for cxotic sexual experiences, fuelled at least in part by the
desires of tourists, leads prostitution agents to recruit hill-tribe, Burmese, Laotian and Chinese
children as well.”

CPCR 1992

Voices of the people

Article No 2.
States shall ensure that each child enjoys full rights without discrirination of distinctions.

KHRG Report No 09, 1995

On 30 May, 1994 copies of a letter from the Tan Ta Lan Township LORC were dxsmbuted in
both Burmese and Chin languages throughout Tan Ta Lan town and to all villages in Tan Ta
LanTownshxp The letter announced "provision of higher education to children", asking parents
in Tan Ta Lan Townshxp in Chin state to send their children below 14 years old to Rangoon or
to Tan Ta Lan town "in order that they may be educated. Bearing in mind the well-being of
their children, they should announce the giving of higher education to the villages." The
children "are to be provided with food and clothing, provided education, and trained to be
refined individuals without any racial or religious discrimination. "

The KHRG writes in their report: 4

"Some of the Christian Chin in the township believed the anmouncement, and at least 9 children
were entrusted into the care of SLORC. They were taken first to Tan Ta Lan town, then to
Rangoon. Since the end of July 1994 there has been no communication whatsoever from or
about them. They have been completely cut off from their parents. When the parents
investigated they leamed that all of the children were living at K'Ba Aye Buddhist monastery
in Rangoon. This was communicated to the Chin Christian community in Rangoon. In the first
week of December 1994, they went to the abbot of the monastery and asked permissiorn to see
these children. but permission was refused.
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Then ke said I had to go with ki, so [ started following Rim #her we gol i ike fores

stopped ond asted me, How many brothers and sisters do you have?’ and [ said, 'fust twn. ' i
said Areany of your brothers Karen soldiers? [ sard no, and he satd Don't Fef) a0l s2id If
you don't believe me, go and ask rxe village headman. He will rell vou'.

The: the lance oorporal ofd me to Iie down jace down, [ thought e was going to shoot and 17
me and [ was going to die. But he started to rape me. He did it. and it hurt verv much. After
that, he let me go but told me not to say anything to the major or the headman abour what he
had done to me. He said, 'If vou 1ell anvone, 15l shoot you dead right away.”

Abuse against the CRC Article No 19, 32, 34 ’ '

Daw BBBB. 49 vear old woman from Kvauk Kyi Township, Nyaunglebin District.

(HR YB 1994: Bunma. P. 410. Interview no 111.)

"Byervone in our area kmows about this Sgt Ba Kyi. He kas raped so many women that he has
become notoricus. The worst time was in 1991 in Mit Ta Yah Kweh Quarter of Kyauk Kyi town.
A 7-year-old girl ckild went around selling vegetables, and in the evening she didn't come
home. Her parents went around everywhere asking and looking for her, and eventually they
Jourd her where she'd beer. raped by Ba Kyi, then just thrown into a swanp full of lilies. When
they found her she was still alive but cowldn't even walk. They rook ker to the hospital and she
survived for a while, but later she died.”

ALSO HRV Article no 6, 24, 34

Naw CCCC. 37 year old weman from Mone Township, Nyaunglebin District.

(HR YB 1994: Burma. P 413. Interview no 112.)

"Then the commander and his troops went into Ko Nee Village to capture all the KNU and
KW people there, but they hod all got away. So they went into the village tract elder’s house.
His name is Pa Ghe Thay. They captured his wife and two daughters, beat and hit them and
slapped thet r faces. His youngest daughter is about 8 years old, her name is Naw Kyi Paw. One
of the soldiers ordered her to grab his penis, and then when she weat over fto him} he just
kacked her away very hard. She coliapsed and was hurt verv-badly. After kicking her they lefl,
went back to their camp and let the elder they'd tortured go back to-the village. ™

Nai Win Tun, 25 year old man (soldier) from Waw Township, Pegu Division.
(HR YB 1994: Burma. P 443. Interview No 141.)
Even the elderly pecple were forced into porterage. When they could no longer carry the heavy
loads, they were beaten and tortured. The girls who could no longer carry were reproved and
taken behind the bushes and raped. Ever 11-12 years old girls. the age of wearing a gown,
were not spared.
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Article No 28 and 29.
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Prmary education shall be free and compuisory: discipling in schools shonld respect the
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child's dgniry. Educarion should prepare the child jor life in o sprrir of undersianding, peace

and tolerance.

Nai H. 17-vear old boy from Yebyu Township, Tenasserim Division. Mon. Interviewed
in late March 1994. (P. 293 HR YB 1994: Burma. Interview 31.)

"I never went to school. When | was a child | weni o school once. But ther ail the schoois
closed beeanse of the 1988 uprising. The schools were never open regularly. The teackers are
from our village, and they just teach the children whenever they are free.” fOther villagers
present at the interview explained that given the difficulty of the struggle to survive, the
comings and goings of SLORC troops, forced labour, etc., it is impossible to keep a school
rwwing properly in the village. Before SLORG, teachers were on occasion sent from Burma,
but many villagers (usually with the influence of the NMSP) refuse to send their children to
these teachers because they teach a nationalist Burman, anti-Mon curriculum where students
are forbidden to speak anything but Burmese and learn the Burmese Army’s version of history
and other subjects.]

"Naw Thalay Paw", a 37 year old woman from Bee T'Ka Village, Kawkareik Township.
(KHRG Report No 23 1995.)
"The village has a Burmese government school, but before there were also two Christian Karen
who were supported by the village to teach in a small school at the other end of the village.
These teachers taught Karen to the small children. SLORC forced this Karen school to close
and ordered all children to attend the Burmese school. They also collected money from the
villapers to make a new roof for their school. "
Abuse against the CRC Article No 28, 29, 2, 174d.

"Naw Wah Wah, a 45 year old woman from Kawkareik Township.
(Interviewed 95.06.02 by the KHRG. Report No 23, 1995.)
"There used to be two schools in Bee T'Ka, a primary school run by SLORC and a middle
school by the KNTU. The Ko Per Baw closed the KNU school, the headmaster had to flee to
Thailand and the teachers also fled to other places.”

Abuse against the CRC Article No 28,29, 2, I7d.

Article No 32.
States shall protect the child from economic exploitation and work that may interfere with
education or be harmful to health and well-being.

Pa Doh village, Thailand.



{KHRG Report No 2 1993

{am from Kyaiblaw. Ir used ic De a viiiage, but now it has pecome a small town, When [ war
i4, the soldiers came inio the cirema al @ o'vlock ai night and lovk me to be a porier. [The
Rurmese Army often surrounds local cinemas and takes everyone inside os porters. | Thor same
night, they ook us to Pa‘an, then in the morming they sent us to Pain Kyone, whers we got off
the car and they gave us loads. [ had to carry Z sheiis and we had to climb up Noh Da Ya
ountain, ! got red and thirsty and I told them "I can't carry anymore®, so 7 sat dovwn 1o rest
and the soldier kicked me in the chest with his brg boots. I went unconscious for a little while.
It tockus 2 days to reach the mountaintop, then they sent me to the Strategic Command camp
near Maw Po Kay and Mae La. I had to stay there Jor over 3 months, carrying food and water,
culting wood, and building their bunkers. Then they made me carry rations to Mae La. O the
way [ said to my friend, "I can't carry anymore. Live or die, I'm going io escape”, and i
dropped my load and ran away. I finally got to Lo Baw and stayed with a Karen medic soldier
Jor ine rainy season.

Abuse against the CRC Article No

Nai Kror, 22 year old man from Ye Pyr Township, Tenasserim Division. Interviewed 5-7
August 1994. (Page 267 HR Year Book 1994: Baurma.)
"There are also ckildren working on this railway - some are 10 or 13 years old. They have to
work the same as @ man but they couldn't. Some children got very serious sickness. One nearly
died. Fisvillage was too far away so ke conidn't go home. Some of his relatives tried to treat
him right there. Sometimes the children didn't bring enough rice, and the soldiers wonidn't give
them any.”

Nai H. 17-year old boy from Yebyn Township, Tenasserim Division. Mon. Interviewed

in late March 1994. (P. 293 HR YB 1994: Burma Interview 31.)
"{ had to go work at the railway line after harvest time in December because the soldiers
ordered it. f only went once, then I ran away. it took one day's walk to get there, and I was
there for I0days. I worked with a group of 15 other young people, cutting down and carrying
bamboo and vines and building shelters for the soldiers. The youngest person was 10 years old.
We worked every morning wniil 11 am, then we rested and ate, then we worked from 12 noon
until 4 pm. - - - We had to bring tools from our house, and our food as well.”

Maung I. 42 year old man from Hlaing Bwe Township, Karen State. Burman.
Interviewed on March 16 1994. (Page 298 HR YB 1994: Burma. Interview nox 34.)
Some villages are quiite big, so the villages cotlect money and build a school for their children,
bt then SLORCdoesn't allow it. They come to the village and give the villagers big problems.
3 the villagers have to teach their children secretly. SLORC has a school close to the towsn,
ard they say that any villager who wants their children to go to school must send them to this
school and no other. But the villagers can't because it's toc far. To get there takes a 7-hour
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[tk ali SLORCY looting and porter fees, the parents could rever afford to pay boarding fees
intown for their children, and they aiso need them ar home at feast part of the doy to work for
the family's survival]. Mow SLORC has called ail the heads of villages to a mesting o pay

donations 7oy education. Each viitage must pay 1.000 kyats, and SLORC says this money is to
) ;

pay foreducation everywiere, including Rangoon. But I thinkthey ve just taking the money for
themseives.

Pi Thu Meh. 60 year old woman. Pa-an Township, Karen State. Karen. (P. 353. HR YB

1994: Busma. Intesview no 67.)
"One time, my yowngesi son was tending ihe goals right in front of my house. He is so young
that I don' Iet him go far away, but even so ke has been taken as a porter before, so the SLORC
soidiers imew him. They grabbed him, tied him up and beat him up. He was crying. Then they
took him away to the military outpost and demanded four big bowls of rice and two chickens
to release him. After I gave it to them, they made him carry their supplies for three days and
ther released him. His nameis RR." .
ALSO HRV Article no 6, 19, 34, 38.

*Naw Eh Po”, Karen woman, interviewed by a KHRG monitor.
(KHRG. Report No 24, 1995.)
1 had to be a porter when the soldiers left to go back. They made me carry their bags. There
were 3 of us women altogether. We were all muh kE'naw funmarried teenagers]. The loads were
very heavy, and we had to carry them back to their Papun base camp. When we arrived there
soree Karen who live in Papun went to see the SLORC officers and got us released.
Abuse against the CRC Article No 32, 38

"Naw Eh Po", Karen woman, interviewed by a KHRG meonitor.
(KHRG. Repert Ne¢ 24, 1995)
I had to be a porter wihen the soidiers left to go back. They made me carry their bags. There
were 3 of us women altogether. We were all muh k'naw funmarried teenagers]. The loads were
very heavy, and we had to carry them back to their Papun base camp. When we arrived there
some Karen who live tn Papun went to see the SLORC officers and got us released.
Abuse against the CRC Article No 32, 38

"Win Tin", a 26 year vld man from Pa’an Town, Kuren State.
(KHRG Report No 11, 1995)
In mid-February, I was taken iv be a porter. I was taken by car from Pa'an to Thingan Nyi
Naung, where I was heid for five days along with other porters. Then I was taken by truck to
Myavddy arnd then to somewhere arcund Palu. I then had to carry food and 75 mm shells for
the 44th Light Infantry Division, Znd Infantry Battalion, as they moved to attack the KNLA. I
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beaten around me as we were moving through the jurgle, aboul three or four peopie were
Pearer witrin a few hours. Some people were very old, onour O}, ang nthers were very young,
betwezen 13 and IC.

Abuse against the CRC Ariicle No 6, 32, 38

Article No 37,
Capital punishment or iife imprisonment shall not be imposed for crimes committed before
iheage of 18.

Children in detention should be separated from adults; they must not be tortured or suffer
cruef and degrading treatment.

G. - 14 year old Burmese Indian, Muslim, from Pa-an Town, Karen State. Interviewed
in Septemher 1994. (P. 287 HR YB 1994 Burma_ Interview 28)
[ Thailand's Immigration Detention Centres (IDC} have become intemationally notorious for
squalid conditions and robbery, rape and beatings by Thai police guards. They are built like
high-security prisons: concrete cells, heavy bars, and armed guards. Any refugee at any age who
is canghtt outside of a refiugee camp can end up here. P. 287 HR YB 1994 Burma]

"In Bangkok I stayed in my sister's house. My sister had a small stand selling fruits, and I had
to take care of the children in her house. - - - A bit more than a year ago fJuly 1993} I was
arrested for the first time. I was arrested together with a boy from my family. He was 8 years
old. They put us in jail IDC], and I was in jail for two or three months. In the evenings, a
policeman came to the cell to ask some women to go with him. The women didn 't want to go,
but the policeman said, 'You have to go. We will give you some money and we will feed you.’
After that, although the women didn't want to go he forced them. He grabbed their hands and
took them with him. The police took five or six girls each time. Then in the morning, they sent
the girls back to the cell. We asked the giris what the police did. They said the police told them
to sit down near them The men fed the girl with kis spoon, the same one that he used, and then
he made the girl feed him. Afierwards, they asked the girls to drink with them and afler that,
they told them to dance for them "

"ITHR YB 1994: Burma Notes: It is quite clear that the girls she talks about were raped before
bemg sent back int the morning, but G is very young and clearly did not want to talk about that. |
ALSO HRV Article no 19, 34,

rticle No 38:2.
No child under 15 should take any part in hostilities; children exposed to armed conflict shall



recerye special protection.

Maung O. 28 year old man from Yebyu Township, Tenasserim Division. Interviewed in
late March 1994. (P. 318 HR YB 1994: Burma. Interview no 44.)

"Then tne soldiers came to my house and posed my wife in the side with a rifle butt, They
facked her hard in the stomach and she vomited biood. Then they kicked my baby son down tnto
the five, and all the hair on his head was burned. They slapped my 7-year old son in the face
and he cried out. They beat them because i had escaped. Along the way here | stopped 1o wart
Jor my wife and childrer. Then I brought thert with me. My wife is still sick because of beating,
and my baby son is still sick. If you touch his head it is still painful. Maung O's son still has
a bad burn scar and no hair on the crown of his head.}

ALSO HRV Article no 19, 34, -

"Pi Eh Wak", 54 year old woman from T. village, Kawkareik Yownship.
(KHRG Report in May 1995.) ' '
I was kit by one bullet near my breast whick came out in my back. "Naw Paw Htoo™ had 6
wourds in ker right leg, and a bullet also passed right through her left leg. She also had a
builet in her stomach, and later they had to operate on her stomack to get it ont. My grandchild
was sleeping with us and his blanket was torn by a bullet but Iuckily he wasn't hurt. The blanket
of Aye Myint's baby was also rorn by a bullet but she wasn't hurt either. (Aye Myint was Pi Eh
Wah's daughter who was shot dead the previous night) My son, "Saw Htoo Klil", iaid down
over me while they were shooting, ard he pretended that ke was dead. When it was silent again,
“Naw Paw Ftoo™ called him and asked "Are you hurt?" He said "No.” She said *[f you aren't
hurt, please goi” After he left, he could hear us moaning from the other side of the river, but
he couldn't come back jto warn us] because he had to run. [His sister told him to run because
being a young man, the soldiers would accuse him of being a Karen soldier, use this as an
excuse for the shooting and probably execute him as well.]
Abuse against the CRC Article No 6, 19, 38, 17.

Muoe Kyaw. 14 year old boy from Yaw Thit, Rangoon Division.
(HR YB 1994: Burma. P 440. Interview ne 136.) ,
"l joined the military service at the age of 14 because of maltreatment by my father-in-law. I
attended the military training in Taungoo and was ill-ireated as oithers.

When. I was sick-and could not climb up the mountain, I was beaten till blood flowed out of my
mouth. While I was at Nay Pu Khar outpost, I was blamed and kicked from the back as I was
rot able to climb up to the mountain.

At that time, I was about to commit suicide. But I failed to do so, as other soldiers prevented
me. ! joined the military because of the maltreatment of my father-in-law. Later on, I found that
the military is worse tharn him.”



ALSO HRV Article Neo 6, 19, 32, 36

Ye Win Htike, 17 year oid man from Pabedan Township; Rangoon Division.

{HR YB 1994: Burma. P 441. Interview no 138.)

"I ioinezd the military service in June 1390 (In place of his pider brother, who was about to
finish schooi.j At that time, ] wasin 7th Standard. - - - After attending trarmeng at No., 3 training
Coeps in Yamethin, [ forced the local people into portering, I forced even unhealthy persons,
elderiy and women. Most of the women were forced to stay near the officials. [ saw with my
ows eyes what the officials pressed them to do.

Chit Ko Ko, a 12-year-cld boy from Theinzayat, was alsc along with us. Whenever he could not
walk along with the troops, he was beaten and xicked. 1fe company quartermaster beat fum
all the time. At last the child became depressed. He was beaten with a bottle on the head and
was in coma for a week.

[

--- We were threatened by the officials that we would e killed by the KNU. We did not care
about our deaths compared to corntinuing to stay with the SLORC troops, receiving ill-
treatnent all the time, insulting elderly people and doing unjust things to the villagers
everyday. "

"

San Lwin, 18 year old man frem Rangoon Division.
(HR YB 1994: Burma. P 443. Interview no 140.)
“I'was in my 8th Standard in Htu Par Yon High School No.l. On my way home from school, I
was abducted by municipal police in front of the market in No. 1 Quarter. I was forced to get
onto the truck. They forced me to go along with them even though they could identify me as a
student by my school bag and uniform. Another 3-4 siudents were also abducted like me.

1 altended ralitary training at No.2 Division Training Corps in Pyinmana, Mardalay Division.
[ also kmew very well ahout the story of Chit Ko Ko.”

"Naw K'Paw Muh", a 35 year old woman from Bee T"Ka village, Kawkareik Township.
She is the wife of a KNLA officer and i5 now a refugee in Thailand.
(Interviewed 95.06.03. KHRG Report No 23, 1995)) )
Along our way to Thailand, every time we heard that SLORC were coming we ran into the
bushes. At night we slept in the bushes covered with plastic sheeis. There were lots of
rainstorms and mosquitos and leeches, and my son cried to me ‘Mother, I don't want to sleep
here, tet's go back. Go back now', and fe asked to drink my breast milk, but ! was dry for a fong
time and I couldn't do anything for him because we were in the jungle at night.
Abuse against the CRC Article No 2, 6, 19, 38

"Naw Lah"', Karer woman, interviewed by a KHRG maonitor.



(KHRG. Re*pert Ne 24, 1993)
{ nave o smail drother. [ con't escape by myself, because my brother can't run. Fven if
L harve no food in the jungle and no walerproof from the raiv. dow the STORC tro DODS carm

ond destroyed everything. | have nothing left. i don't kmow whar ['m going 10 do. | have no
choice but 1o g stay with: relatives in Klaw Hia and obey the SLORC. Whatever they ask, I wli
have to do. .
Abuse against the CRC Article No 2, 6, 19, 24, 38 T

Karen girl, about 10 years old, interviewed in the film "Life i the line”, made by Bare
Face Productions, Channe Four in United Kingdom. June 1995.

"What I inow is that § heard shooting and my mother tried io get out of the house. When sihe
reached the door, the soldiers shot her.”
"Was anyone near her when she dled‘f’"
"No, she was alone.”
"Where were you?”
! was ir the room. We were hiding. "
’W re you shot?”
Yes, I was shot. I was shot wher 1 was hugging my mother. "
’V"hat about your cousin?”

"She was sitting in the room. She was skot in the stomach and arms. "
"After the soldiers finished shooting. What did they do when they came in?”
"They came in and searched the house."”

"Have you ever seen anything like this before?”
“No, never.”



Discussion

S¢ what has Burma done to reach the goal of protecting the rights of children? Concretely,
Burma has done three things: it ratified the Cenvention on the Rights of the Child (TRC) 1n
1991, made a national plan of action (NPA) in 1993, and wrote the Child Law i 1993
Unfortunately, it seems as if the work bas not come further than that.  The interviews made by
the Karcn Human Rights Group (KHRG) show that the reality is vory difforent from the
rhetoric.

First of all, how are we to define Children in Especially Difficult Circumstances (CEDC) which
comes up in one special part of the Child Rights Convention? According to Unicef, CEDC
refers to groups of children who are oot only disadvantaged materially, but also socially --
children who are victims of violence, exploitation, abuse and neglect. CEDC includes the
following categories of children: working children, street children, abused or neglected
children, disabled children, refugee and displaced children, abandoned children, war-affected
children, exploited children, orphans, and ethnic minority children. Unicef Myanmar has its
ovn definition of CEDC which excludes refugee and displaced children, war-affected children,
exploited children, and ethnic minority children.

A second problem is the related issue of how the children's rights are expressed. Article 6 of
the CRC guarantees every child"s right to life: "Every child has the inherent right to life, and
states shall ensure to the maximum child survival and development.” Article 2 is about the
right to care and health” 'The child is entitled to the highest attainable standard of health.”
This kind of vague formulation means that Slorc can live up to the letter of the CRC without
trying to improve conditions for children. Slorc could claim that it already ensures "to the
maximum child survival and development”. In that case, the fact that Burma bas ratified the
Child Rights Convention does not benefit its children at all. Each country can interpret the
CRC in any way it likes. :

Another problem is what rights of children should be guaranteed. The NPA is mainly
concerned with health and education, but other aspects of chiidren’s rights are missing. The
CRC articles about children in detention or children exposed to armed conflicts are not even
mentioned in the NPA.

A final issue is whether Burma's taws can rectify violations of the children’s rights that Burma
recognizes. As for the Child Law, it is not yet a consolidated law, which means that it has vet
to be recognized by Slorc. If the National Assembly of Burma ever ratifies a new constitution,
it will be interesting to see if Burma can create a socisty which follow its own laws, especially
it the military remains as the leading political body. "the current situation in Burma indicates
that Slorc is breaking both tts commitments in the CRC and in its other proposed laws.



In this paper I had hoped tv place the persopal mnterviews in the "Vouces of the People”
alongside the articles of the CRC for easy comparison and contrast. That has been difficult as
zach nterview dezalt with a vaniety of abuses. It is clear that the CRC holds the state
responsible for protecting the child against exploitation and other things that might hurt the
child. States are also sxpected to support the child's parents to take good care of the child and
to provide education and health care as well. Yet the people interviewed by the KHRG do not
even have the most basic essentials: food, shelter, and safety. And the one whir takes these
basic rights away Ifrom the children and adults in Burma is Slorc, the state itself.

As mentioned above, the CRC is a vision not vet realised. The CRC is a set of articles writien
to apply to all countries in the world. In the light of thc KHRG intervicws, however, the CRC
articles seem very subtle, while reality for the ordinary citizens of Burma is coloured by a
desperate struggle merely for swvival. According to the CRC, children have the right to
express opinions, be treated with respect, and have time for play and recreation. This might be
possible for children in other countries, but for children in Burma it is still a dream.

Furthermore, children's own voicss are seldom heard. Most of the people interviewed in the
"Voices of the People” are adults, ot children, and we have to rely on what adults see and
experience to find out what the children of Burma experience. What we know for sure through

ese interviews is that for every child mentioned, countless others are undergoing similar
experiences every day. These stories are only the tip of the iceberg.

Several of the sources used in this paper argue that a mentally or physically abused child grows
upto be a disabled adult. With forty years of oppression, what kind of adults does Burma have
now? Bumma is a badly lurt country, and even if peace came tomorrow, it would take
generations to heal the wounds.
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