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Introduction

The Children Fund of the Slovak Republic (thereinafter CF SR) was established on May 12, 1990 as a national, independent and non-governmental organisation. It aims to protect the rights of the child and support the forming of ideological, conceptual and material conditions for health, social, educational and psychological care of children and youth in the Slovak Republic. The rights of the child, within the competence CF SR, includes the rights defined by the Convention on the right of a child (hereinafter Convention). 


Since 1991 the CF SR has been a member of an international organisation ”Defence for Children International (DCI)” based in Geneva, which supports the initiatives in the area of protection of the rights of the child.


Since its beginning, the CF SR has permanently monitored the situation in the area of the rights of the child. Apart from other activities it annually organises a conference ”Child at Risk” (which has already taken place 9 times) on national and international level, which was each time dedicated to some partial issues.  


These interdisciplinary conferences is besides the professional from non-governmental organisations, pedagogical and psychological advisory centres, leisure centres, regional and district offices and ministries attended by academics, students and so on, dealing with the children and youth issues.


The proposed recommendations concerning the efficient implementation of the Convention resulted from these nine conferences and our own experience. Some conferences were also attended by children and their proposals were also taken into account.


Concerning the legal force, the Convention is superior to the law and other legal regulations in the Slovak Republic. The rights of the child included in the individual articles of the Convention  are partially defined in several laws of the Slovak Republic (Law on family, Law on the social security, Criminal code, Labour code, etc.), which had already been in force, before the Convention was ratified. Some laws were amended.


The referee of these rights is the state. The educational processes supported by the whole society come out as an important part in the process of implementation of the rights. This is a long-term process. 


The young generation of post-communist Europe faces a specific situation, because it is not ready to tackle the dangers of the market economy, unlike the children of the western countries, where the negative events kept on appearing gradually and the society had a lot of time available to prepare efficient countermeasures. This is why the experience exchange between the Western, Central and Eastern European countries seem to be important when implementing the Convention. An efficient exercise of the international standards on the national level is one of the most important assumptions for the provision of the rights of the child.   

General measures 

On behalf of the children in Slovakia, it is crucial to increase the policy co-ordination of the state bodies responsible for the care of the children and family. This includes the improvement of the interdisciplinary approach (doctor, educationalist, lawyer, social worker, police, etc.) towards the children and youth on the prevention and intervention level. Non-governmental organisations, able to cover the state neglected areas at lower costs, should be integrated into the activities related to the Convention implementation by means of single-shot grants and long-term contracts.

It is also important to improve the mutual information exchange between the organisations active in the area of protection of the rights of the child and to make this information public. 

Concerning the Convention  implementation, it is important to:

1. Rapidly ratify:
· Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction;

· European Convention on the Exercise of Children´s Rights ;

· Convention on Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption;

· Convention on Jurisdiction, Applicable Law, Recognition, Enforcement and Co-operation in Respect of Parental Responsibility and Measures for the Protection of Children.

2. Create instruments for claiming the rights by children (the children is considered as a subject, not as an object of the law ) especially in the decision-making process concerning the child on the level of probation (police, regional offices, courts).

3. Review the possibilities of creation the Institute of ombudsman or independent body responsible for the protection of the rights of the child within the Slovak Republic.

4. Review the possibilities of the preparation of the law on the children and youth, which should include juvenile justice.

5. Make room for the partnership co-operation of the state bodies, self-government and non-governmental organisations in all relevant laws.

Human rights and freedoms 

1. Create conditions for the participation of children in the decision-making for example establishment of the children parliament, joint administration (in the schools, foster homes,…) etc.

2. Design programmes to inform the children and public on the children rights. Introduce a transparent grant system aiming to support the non-governmental organisations responsible for organising the edifying programmes concerning the Convention.

3. Adopt the new law on information, which draft was also supported by the non-governmental organisations (what is not secret, is public).

4. Enact the prohibition of all kinds of physical punishment of children by their parents and design programmes of edification related to the positive alternative methods of upbringing in accordance to the Convention.

5. Design effective programmes of upbringing, leading to the tolerance especially towards other races, nationalities and religions.

Family environment and alternative family care 

1. To transform the hostel types of foster homes and big facilities to a family type of foster homes of small capacity.

2. To create conditions to keep sibs together, during the process of alternative upbringing (family or institutional).
3. To set the facilities and its dislocation in a way to ensure the continuity of work of participating institutions with the child and family before, during and after placing the child in the foster home. To create conditions to ensure a stabilised placement of the child and prevent it from unjustified changing the facilities.

4. To create legal conditions for the public to control the state institutions of alternative upbringing for example by means of Board of advisors, Committee of the relevant facility.

Basic health care and social welfare

Handicapped children 


1. Apart from the paediatrician, there in no network of institutions offering professional psychological, asocial and legal consultancy for the families with handicapped member. This gap is partially covered by non-governmental organisations.
2. The vast majority of the handicapped children care is carried out in huge asylums. There, it is difficult to provide care of high quality in accordance with the Convention. The system of big institutions built before 1989, where the handicapped people were locked in ”in order not to be seen”, should be transferred to smaller facilities. If it is possible, the child should be allowed to live at home with the family and attend these facilities daily if required by the family.

3. To improve the equipment with compensating instruments for the handicapped children.

4. To ensure that the architectonic barriers are removed and only non-barrier buildings are constructed.

Abused children


1. A special professional attention should be paid to the victims of violence.


2. To define the term ”violence” committed on children and their mothers for the use of all the sections of the legal system.


3. To define the obligations of doctors, teachers, educationalists, psychologists, citizens and social workers, police and prosecution to assist in investigation and reduction of violence in family.


4. To improve the performance of the social and legal protection of children in all levels of decision-making once the family fails to fulfil its tasks.


5. In the area of prevention to improve and intensify the field social work with the failing family.


6. Undertake the methods of finding out and methods of screening of so called ”hidden clientele” (for example victims of violence committed on children, criminalising groups, and subcultures) as well as methods of the institutional vindication. The co-operation with the client after the active care should be emphasised. 


7. To broaden the network of field social workers and provide them with professional training aiming to improve their field work.


8. To build functional networks aiming to help and protect the children. The network should be based on the principal of co-operation between the state administration, non-governmental organisations and private care facilities (interministerial and interdisciplinary).


9.To build a network of specialised facilities (centres, asylums) focused on protecting the tortured children and their family.


10. To provide the professionals focused on the issues dealing with beaten and tortured children with a training and education to staff the relevant departments (Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family SR, Ministry of Education SR, Ministry of Interior SR, MS SR and others).


11. To enact the obligation to report any suspicion of child abuse to social department. This obligation concerns only doctors, unlike citizens, teachers and police. 

"Housing development children "


An attention should be paid to the problem of ”housing development children” – it shows that these children create a phenomenon of specific child ghetto and their ethical and social evolution is seriously endangered.

Unemployed youth


1. On the level of central bodies, a special attention should be paid to tackling the problems of unemployed youth between 15-18 year of age – creation of preparation centres for employment, leisure clubs and so on. This should include methodological, organisational and financial aspects.


2. To offer assistance in searching for a job in a short period of time or participation of youth in the employment programmes of the employment agencies or qualification and requalification programmes.


3. To provide assistance in tackling the employment and personal problems by means of individual and group psychological, legal and financial consultancy.


4. To offer room for constructive exploitation of leisure time by means of semi-structured activities (computing, tailoring, handicrafts, joinery, gardening, administrative and technical services and so on).


5. To provide room for constructive exploitation of leisure time by means of non-structured activities (sport, following the press, radio, TV, video, listening to music, party games, preparation of refreshment etc.).


6. To provide information service in the area of employment, education and edification from various areas of life.

The contact with the unemployed should be based on:

· Informal relationship

· Understanding and respecting the speciality of juvenile

· Provision of emotional support from adults, but especially juveniles dealing with similar problems

· Knowing oneself – thus increasing the chances of finding employment

· Supporting positive relation to one’s life

· Initiation of active approach in searching for a job

Children on the street


1. The social prevention should be focused on hidden groups: ”children on the street” whose basal social and psychological needs are dominantly saturated out of family or the substituting institution. (This concerns children without housing, children on the run from the family or substituting institution, nonage and juvenile drug users, nonage and juvenile prostitutes, criminalising gangs of juvenile and children originating from specific area.).


2. To intensify the investigation of these children and create internal condition within the state and non-governmental organisations enabling to undertake field social work focused on sanitation not only the family environment, but also the community in which these children live.

Education, upbringing, leisure time and cultural activity

School


1. The lessons should be precise, true, attractive and appropriate on all the levels. Emphasised should be the creative fellowship of the schoolmates and principle of upbringing education.


2. The teachers and educators should be encouraged to strengthen the vocation as well as morality and responsible relation to children. The teacher should be able to develop his/her own creativity and create environment of confidence (instead of mill).

According to the insufficient social familiarity the relationship between the teacher and pupil should be enforced.

3. Every basic and secondary school should employ psychologist, responsible for providing the relationship and feedback on the following levels: teacher-pupil, pupil-pupil, parent-pupil and parent-teacher.

4. Introduce pro-social training into the education process starting at the first classes of basic schools.

5. To pay professional and psychological attention to the parents whose children are bulled – victims and whose children bully – aggressors.

6.To improve information children on Convention and rights of the child in schools.

7. The disinterest in school and education are the main risks of relation pathology of a family, in which various kinds of violence occur. It is necessary to address the teachers that the school should improve its upbringing and education functions in positive psychology environment.

8. To enforce integration of handicapped children by means of concrete activities. Apart from the special schooling system, the integrated school system should be simultaneously created, developed and supported.


9. To improve the system of informing the parent and teacher public on the issues on integrating handicapped children by means of edifying activities carried out by psychologists, teachers and special educationalists and thus diminish negative attitude in the integration process.

Media


1. We propose that more efficient measures aiming to protect children and youth from violent programmes (hidden and apparent) should be adopted when drafting the law on radio and television broadcasting. This could be done by introducing the mechanisms of video, graphic and acoustic notice identifying the level of violence.


2. To broaden the room in the media aiming to broadcast the information for the parents on effective parental care and empathic understanding of children (for there is no ”school for parentage” – as a difficult life function) 

Leisure time


The biggest obstacles to the valuable spending of leisure time is that the leisure time activities are financially demanding and insufficient material and technical equipment and premises are available. There is also lack of interest of young people to spend their leisure time more worthful.


1. To create conditions (spatial, material and personnel) to spend the leisure time better according to the children interests and needs. The indicators of the leisure time conditions should be included into the evaluation criteria of the school activities and results.


2. To respond to the current problems and needs of the children in the framework of leisure time. To support development of open informal activities (establishment of clubs, make them attractive for children, increase the integrity of services and polyfunctionality).


3. To improve informing the children and parents on existing possibilities of passing leisure time.


4. The education and work with children in leisure time should be honoured and valued as a meaningful social activity. 

Conclusion


The legal framework of the exercised Convention meet the international standards thus ranking the Slovak Republic among the developed countries in this area. The Initial Report of Slovak Republic( State report) informs on the legal aspects of the Convention. The objective of this Report was to stress the problems which should be tackled step by step in near future.
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