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Joint Submission of the International Club for Peace Research and the League of Human Rights Advocates on the state of the rights of Romany children in Slovak Republic, to the United Nations Human Rights Committee on the Rights of the Child for consideration .  

1.Background information on the reporting organizations.
The International Club for Peace Research (ICPR) is a non- governmental organization in special consultative status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations. The ICPR has headquaters  in Yaounde – Cameroun, with representation in United Nations  offices in  NewYork, Vienna Geneva and Thailand. It also has a branch office for East and Central Europe in Bratislava, Slovak Republic. The report  being forwarded to the Committee for consideration was as a result of the expert research efforts of the organisation.

The League of Human Rights Advocates is a public interest law  non –governmental civil association  with headquatres in Bratislava and  registered  in 1998 under the laws of Slovak Republic. The League of Human Rights Advocates was established by the sponsorship of the Open Society Institute in Budapest. The league of Huamn Rights Advocates is the major pratner in this submission.

This report to the committee is based on the result of the nationwide fact finding mission conducted by both organisations  between Dec.15,1999 to March 31,2000 in Slovak Republic.

While carrying out the project titled " Legal defence and Human Rights Advocacy in Slovak Republic" which  focused  more on the protection of the rights of minorities, particularly the Romany minority of Slovak Republic; the League of Human Rights Advocates and International Club for Peace Research noted from their findings during the fact-finding mission, that  Slovak Republic has failed to fulfil some of its obligations and responsibilities emanating from the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, particularly in Articles 2, and 3 of the convention. The fact-finding team  which comprised of  members of both organisations vistied  inter-alia  standard primary, secondary and special schools in many districts, below are some of their findings.

1. Visit to special schools {OSOBITNA ŠKOLA)

And Article 33 of the Slovak constitution provides “that membership of any national minority must not be to anyone’s detriment”.
The special school is a school professionally designed for handicapped children i.e. children with mental or health or physical impairments.  The school is so designed that the graduates from such schools cannot by law proceed to post-primary institutions or university. They can only specialize in one trade or the other.  Academic career of the graduates of special schools has in deed ended on completing the primary education.   The fact finding team visited some special schools at Plavecky Stvrtok, Michalovce, and Trebisov,  Kosice and Humenne . To our amazement, over 97% of the pupils in the school are Romany children. Very few non- Romany children who are visibly mentally impaired attend the school. Most of the Romany children in the schools are as clever as   some non Romany children we saw in some standard primary schools for non Romanies; this raises doubts as to  their state of mental handicap.

Who takes the decision to send these innocent children to special schools? Some head teachers we spoke with told us that it is the duty of class teachers to recommend that a child should undergo psychological test in order to determine whether the child is mentally fit to continue in the standard primary school or not. Normal protocols to legitimately subject a child to such a psychological test requires that the consent of the parents must be obtained. If the child fails the test, s/he would be sent back to the normal school and otherwise or on the contrary i.e. is sent to the special school.

 From the findings of the fact-finding team, most children did not go thoroughly through this process, for some psychologists, once a Romany child is recommended for psychological test, automatically the child is admitted to the special school, this is why in the special schools we visited, Romany children constitute over 90% of the pupils in the school
One teacher confessed that not all the children sent to the special school are mentally impaired, he stated that some Romany parents choose that their children attend special schools even when the child is not mentally handicapped. The school authorities do not inform such parents that it is illegal to send a child who is not mentally handicapped to such a school.  The school authorities also accept such children without informing the parents of the basic rules of addmission..

And sometimes  due to the social situation of some Romany parents, their children are automatically sent to special schools, without running the psychological test. This explains why  Romany children are always the  majority in special schools.   This is systematic denial of Romany children the right to quality education. It is the direct cause of high level, illiteracy among the ethnic Romany populace, which keeps them on the lowest cadre of the social strata in the society.

2.Segregation in schools against Romany children. 

Article 12 of the constitution of Slovak Republic provides that “All human beings are free and equal in dignity and rights …everyone regardless of race, color of skin, ethnic group….no one can be harmed, preferred or discriminated against on these grounds. And Article 16 (2) provides” that no person shall be subjected to ……degrading treatment or punishment. 
On  march 1, 2000 the fact-finfing team visited  the county of Parchovany in Trebisov on the invitation of the county caretaker, who during a short meeting told us that everything is okay in his county with the exception of high unemployment rate among the Romany population. He however is not aware of the government’s resolution 821/99 on the solving  of the problems of the Romany population.  Having truthfully recorgnised the immense problems of the of the ethnic Romany population in his county, has designed a project to enable him tacle some of the acute problems of the Romany population in his county.

2.1 The Parchovany Primary School in Trebisov

After the meeting with the county’s caretaker, the fact-finding team decided to visit a primary school where Romany and non-Romany children  attend classes together. The school visited is called the Primary school of  Parchovany in the district of  Trebišov.  The Caretaker of the county of Parchovany accompanied us to the school where he introduced the team to the head teacher and informed her of our mission. The head teacher alongside with some other teachers of the school escorted us to a classroom where Romany children and non Romany children attend classes. 

When the team got to the classroom, it was  surprising that the few Romany  children in the class were  kept in a  row , separated by a wide gap from white children. A member of the fact- finding team Dr. Columbus Igboanusi  requested to know why the Romany children are kept in a separate row or section of the classroom from other members of the class?. The class teacher answered “ and said  they are from the Romany settlement Center {Osada}, they are dirty  and   cannot sit together with other children. “. Mr. Miroslav Lacko, also a member of the team asked the white children in the class who among them would like to sit closer to the Romany children, non except one of the children agreed that she would like to sit closer to the Romany children , while the remaining 15 other members of the class said  they would not like to sit with the Romany children in the same row for various reasons, such as because they steal, they are dirty, they smell, our parents told us not to mingle with  Romany children  etc.

  When the head teacher was confronted with the question on why she allowed such a segregation in classrooms, she informed the team that “the parents of the white children  requested that their children be kept separate from the Romany children, hence she has to do their wish “. This same situation occurred in several standard schools we visited at Humenne, Kosice, Plavecky, Štvrtok, not only the head teacher of the schools confirmed that the parents of the children requested that their children be kept separate from the non-Romany children but also the deputies of the local government council in the district of Humenne agreed with  the parents that their children be kept separate from the Romany children. This was confirmed by Ing. Jesenskova Maria,  the counselor of  the county of  Zbudske Dlhe in the district of Humenne when the team visited a primary school in her county. The team found out in this county that a separate  school was  built on the request of the parents of the few white children  in the county, in order to separate the Romany children who  constituted the majority in the main primary school in the county from the white children.  Segregation against Romany children in most primary and secondary  schools is the modus operandi in the school system of Slovak Republic.

3. Government responses

When the issue of segregation against Romany children in schools was raised in a meeting between the Fact -finding team and President of the Parliamentary Committee on Human Rights,  Mr. Nagy Laszlo on 21.03.2000, in the presence of a member of  the delegate of the European Union to Slovak Republic, he acknowledged the fact that segregation against Romany children in Schools is not a new issue but the government is taking measures to stem the segregation in schools.   No measures has been taken so far by the state authorities to addres the issues.

4. Visit to the district of  Michalovce

The team arrived at the district of Michalovce on 10.02.2000 and  among other places they visited was a primary school built exclusively for the Romany children who live in the Angimlina Roma settlement. Not only that the school do not have adequate facilities as in other standard schools where non-Romany children attend, the school which according to the state school curricular is a standard primary school. The head teacher illegally converted the school to sub-standard special school by deliberately introducing and teaching the children in accordance with school  syllabus meant for mentally handicapped children.

When asked why she did this and for how long this has been in operation in the school. Her response was that she introduced the curricular of special school system in order to assist the children to meet up with their non-Romany counterparts in other schools.  She also informed the team that she has done this for over one year. However, from reliable sources close to the fact-finding team, the school  has been operated in this way since its inception. The head teacher also stated that she will do everything possible to stop the system, but pleaded that she hope that she will not be punished  for running the school in this manner.      
5. At the district of Trebišov
The level of illiteracy among the Romany population in Trebišov is almost 90 %. This has made it difficult for them to know their legal rights in the society. 

The fact finding team visited a standard  Romany primary  school located close to the Romany settlement center at Trebisov. The name of the school is ” Ivana Kraska primary school”  426 pupils of Romany origin attend the school. The School has 20 teachers out of which two hold Masters Degree i.e.the headmistress and her assistant, of course not in paedagogical field, while others  hold secondary school leaving certificates not in professional teaching field. 

The infrastructures of the school are in a dilapidated condition. Few classes have wood heating system. Rats and other types of rodents and reptiles have their homes in most classrooms. “Sometimes we have  close (fill - up with sand) about six to seven  holes made by rats in the classrooms before we  start the days lessons said one teacher”, while the other informed us that chasing away rats from classes need to be entered into the school curricular. The school premises such as the play grounds has been turned to a waste disposal site for those who live within the area. 

The progress rate of the pupils from this school is very poor, most school leavers from this very Romany school can hardly read or write. In fact it was very difficult for a Romany child in primary four to write correctly his name and address when we requested him to do so. This is the result of the fact that the school is ill-equipped, and appropriate teaching facilities lacking. For instance, in the year 1997, the school produced 56 first school leavers and non of them could continue to a higher institution of learning, even when some of them has the intention of pursuing higher education. 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE STATE TOWARDS THE  

CHILD IN THE LIGHT OF THE CONVENTION.

The convention prohibits discrimination in all its ramifications against children as it   provides in Article 2 (1) that : " States Parties shall respect and ensure the rights set forth in the present Convention to each child within their jurisdiction without discrimination of any kind, irrespective of the child's or his or her parent's or legal guardian's race, colour, sex, language, religion political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status  and 

(2) State parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that the child is protected against all forms of discrimination or punishment on the basis of the status, activities, expressed opinions, or beliefs of the child's parents, legal guardians  or family members.  

From the foregoing, its apparent that most Romany children in Slovak Republic suffer discrimination  and segregation in schools as a result of deliberate state policies, in contravention of the constitution of Slovak Republic and Articles 2 and 3 of the convention on the rights of the child. 

The Romany minority of Slovak Republic is a vulnerable  and marginalised group in the country. It is well-known fact that in previous administrations of the then Czechoslovak Republic, and currently in the Slovak Republic the Romany population are discriminated against not only in education but in all aspects of social life

Discrimination and segregation against Romany children in the school system of Slovak Republic is an orchestrated plan of the authorities to ensure the continued dominance of the majority population in all aspects of social and political life of the country.

Discrimination and segregation in schools against these innocent children of Romany origin has

numerous and immeasurable implications in their lives even for generations to come. 

Article 2 (1) Enjoins states to ensure that all children within their jurisdiction enjoy their rights. No child should suffer discrimination. This applies to every child irrespective of the child's or his or her parent's or legal guardian's race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status.

In Slovakia, state institutions and authorities take decisions and policies that encourage discrimination and segregation against Romany children in schools. These decisions and policies  not only deny them the basic rights granted them by this convention but also deprive them of the right to equal opportunity and access to national cake of their country.

Best Interest and Well-being of the child
Article 3 (1) of the convention provides : In actions concerning children, whether undertaken by public or private social welfare institutions, courts of law, administrative authorities or legislative bodies, the best interest of the child shall be a primary consideration. 

Article 3(2) Also  requests States parties to " ensure the child such protection and care as is necessary for his or her well being--------" 

In this Article, the convention unambiguously delivers its fundamental message to states parties to the convention. The best interest and well-being of the child is that the child will receive quality and adequate education, the child's dignity of his person will be respected, the child should be given equal rights and opportunity with other children of  different race, color, nationality, ethnicity, religion, political opinion etc.

In taking decisions or policies on education, the best interest of the child and well-being should be the primary consideration of the state authorities.

Did authorities of Slovak republic consider sending Romany children who are not mentally or physically handicapped to special school, their best interest and well-being?  The policies and decisions to build sub-standard schools for Romany children at the Romany settlement centers (Osada) are not in the interest and well-being of the child.

The decision to recruit half - backed  and non qualified  pedagogues for Romany schools are not in the best interest and well-being of the child.

From the foregoing therefore, we call on the committee to take our submission into consideration when making recommendation to Slovak Republic.      

Submitted by            

Signed

Columbus Igboanusi, Ph.D                                    

League of Human Rights Advocates  and  International Club for Peace Research (ICPR) 

Signed

Miroslav Lacko

League of Human Rights Advocates and International Club for Peace Research.
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