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Child Participation in Response to Natural Disasters. Chennai. 13 December 2006

When calamities come, our lack of preparation for the devastation and lack of awareness of what disasters can bring exacerbates their destruction. 

Core Purpose of Child Participation: To empower children as individuals and members of civil society so that, though speaking out, involving themselves in decision making and carrying out practical action, their voices will be heard. Children, in these ways, can expose abuse, make a complaint about services, ask questions, raise awareness of a problem or press for a change in policy. They can help assess needs, design projects or programmes, share in school management, draw up policy guidelines, develop legislation or evaluate services. Practical action can be through peer education, set up a child-led organization, carrying out research or preparing a children’s radio station. 

Our work must help children and adults join together (Article 15 of UNCRC) to recognize the importance of childhood (Article 5) by helping them play and relax together (Article 31). We should help children and adults understand that, no matter the background, learning, location or ability of children (Article 2), it is important to listen to children’s views (Article 14) and let them express their opinions (Article 13). To this end, our work should also help children get access to education and to relevant information (Article 28 and 17), and to involve them in decision making (Article 12) so that their rights can be made a reality by the government (Article 4).  

7 Practice Standards for Child Participation

1) An Ethical approach: transparency, honesty and accountability: Adult groups, organisations and workers are committed to ethical participatory practice and to the primacy of children’s best interests
2) Children’s participation is relevant and voluntary: Children participate in processes and address issues that affect them and have the choice as to whether to participate or not
3) A child-friendly, enabling environment: A safe, welcoming and encouraging environment for children’s participation
4) Equality of opportunity: Child participation work encourages those groups of children who typically suffer discrimination and who are often excluded from activities to be involved in participatory processes
5) Staff are effective and confident: Adult staff and managers involved in supporting/facilitating children’s participation are trained and supported to do their jobs to a high standard
6) Participation promotes the safety and protection of children: Child protection policies are essential for participatory work
7) Ensuring follow-up and evaluation: Providing feedback and evaluating the quality/impact of children’s participation.

Save the Children’s definition of Child Participation: Thinking for themselves. Expressing their views effectively and interacting in a positive way with other people. Acting for themselves and for their communities.





Seminar Recommendations for promoting child participation in response to natural disasters


Children should be at the centre of recovery and rehabilitation programmes


There should be better coordination of agencies on how best to include children in the decision making process


Children’s needs must be addressed as a result of consultation with children themselves


Profile must be raised of meaningful and ethical participation of children


Disaster Preparedness for children must be put in the mainstream


Projects must include a focus on how to influence and change mindsets of adults – knowledge/attitude/patterns


Different age groups will need different mechanisms in the light of the evolving capacities of the children – they will need child friendly material. One frame does not fit everyone. 


Approaches and methodologies taken in the aftermath of a disaster must be child friendly. 


Cross sharing and learning should be encouraged as a way of helping promote child participation in conflicts


Involvement in children right from the emergency assessment phase is both possible and necessary


We must learn from previous emergencies and recognize the effectiveness of concentrating on child related issues.


The community’s perspective must be taken into account when rebuilding the physical environment


The gender perspective must be kept at the top of the agenda


All responses must be relevant to the specific situation of children – eg.tribal/caste


Participation should not be burdensome for children


Emphasis must be put on cross sharing and learning


We must learn from the effectiveness of dealing with participation at community and family levels in previous emergencies 


A small tool kit of ‘Dos and Donts’ of child participation must be circulated to show lessons learnt from previous disasters








