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SAVE THE CHILDREN’S CONTRIBUTION TO END VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN IN SCHOOLS AND EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS:

SHARING GOOD PRACTICE AND KEY RECOMMENDATIONS

Brief Introduction:

This report provides a brief problem analysis, which is followed by examples of good practice to end violence against children in schools and other educational settings. A series of recommendations from children and from Save the Children are shared, from which five key recommendations are highlighted. 

This contribution by Save the Children is based on our global submissions to the UN Study on Violence concerning: the sexual abuse of girls and boys; physical and humiliating punishment; children in conflict with the law; and gender based violence; as well as other relevant studies and expert meeting reports undertaken by Save the Children and our partners. This contribution also draws significantly upon children's recommendations from the regional consultations undertaken with children and young people to feed into the UN Study (Act Now!), as well as upon  other participatory process with girls, boys and children’s own organizations.  

Save the Children’s contribution to the UN Study on Violence has been guided by their vision and aim, and is informed by child rights programming based on the principles of human rights and child rights.

The vision

The right of every girl and boy to a life free from violence will be realised.

The aim

All parts of societies recognise and take action to eliminate all forms of violence against girls and boys, with the result that people’s behaviour, attitudes and practices are changed with respect to children’s rights.

Working from a child rights perspective means addressing the root causes of rights violations related to violence against children, including patriarchal power struc​tures, and unequal power-relations between children and adults. It means that Save the Children is recognising children as rights holders and social actors, creating child-friendly environments and providing child-friendly information on abuse and violence. Governments should be recognised as primary duty-bearers accountable for addressing and taking action against violence. It also means recognising parents and family as the primary caregivers and protecting and supporting them in this role. It implies using participatory and empowering approaches, working in partnerships and alliances for promoting the rights of the child and for addressing violence against girls and boys. 

Save the Children have supported the meaningful participation of girls and boys in the UN Study on Violence Against Children, and promote meaningful and ethical participation of children in all settings including: families, schools, care settings, work settings, communities, and broader society.

This report is one of a series, the other reports in this series focus on violence against children in homes and the family; work settings; institutions; and in the community and on the streets.  Various forms of violence are inter-related. Many girls and boys face different forms of violence in multiple settings. Moreover, experience of violence in one setting may increase children’s marginalisation and risk of facing violence in other settings. Thus, a multi-strategy approach is required to end all forms of violence against children in all settings.

Brief Problem Analysis:

In different parts of the world use of Physical and Humiliating Punishment and psychological humiliation is widespread and used to discipline and control children in schools and educational settings (International Save the Children Alliance, 2005b).  Common  forms and practices of physical and humiliating punishment faced by children in schools have included: hitting, smacking on the bottom, hitting with a ruler or belt, insulting, shouting, public humiliation, negative comparison with other people, degrading/humiliating treatment, rejecting or ignoring (International Save the Children Alliance, 2005b). 

This kind of violence against the child is also gendered: while physical punishment is more often inflicted upon boys, an enormous amount of psychological abuse is imposed upon girls to conform to traditional gender stereotypes. Assumptions of boys being physically stronger than girls and that physical abuse is good for them to grow as proper men underlie these differential expressions of gender-based violence. In addition, discriminatory ideas about children being inferior to adults, and parent’s entitlements to use violence to educate their children can also been noticed in punishment as an educational tool (Hasanbegovic, 2003; International Save the Children Alliance 2005a). 

In many cultural settings discrimination towards girls, children with disabilities, low caste children, children of lower economic status or from minority ethnic groups often compounds negative treatment by teachers, and/or by their peers (International Save the Children Alliance, 2005a). Various forms of violence are inter-related. For example working children frequently suffer verbal, physical and sexual abuse within the workplace. They may also come from environments where abuse within the home is more common. In addition to its immediate effects, such abuse may lead to behavioural difficulties in the classroom, as children might respond to these experiences by acting aggressively, displaying inappropriate sexual behaviour, or by being withdrawn and fearful (Save the Children, 2004). Such behaviour may result in them facing increased Physical and Humiliating Punishment within the school and/or exclusion.
Sexual abuse by teachers is also experienced by significant numbers of girls and boys within school settings.  Save the Children defines child sexual abuse and exploitation as ‘… the imposition of sexual acts, or acts with sexual overtones, by one or more persons on a child’   (International Save the Children Alliance, 2005a).  Sexual demands are often accompanied by threats of physical punishment, force, manipulation or promises of better grades or financial rewards (International Save the Children Alliance, 2005a).  Both girls and boys, are subjected to various forms of sexual violence in and around schools. These acts include teachers or school administrators as perpetrators. In other instances it can be students (mostly male) who are perpetrators either in relation to female or male pupils and sometimes even to teachers. Gender violence also includes harassment and abuse based on heterosexism and homophobia (Save the Children, 2005d).

Bullying amongst children is prevalent in schools across the world, where-by children face humiliation, emotional and physical abuse (and sometimes sexual abuse). While some forms of gang violence may also be categorized as bullying, the main difference relates to the structural features of organized gangs and their use of weapons. Gangs and gang conflict may be located within a school or between schools, or may exist outside schools but have a major impact on what happens inside schools by way of drug use and drug trafficking, extortion, gang rape and so on (Save the Children, 2005d). Boys in particularly are impacted by gang behaviour, though in some parts of the world girls involvement in gang culture is increasing.

Children who report abuse within the school system are usually not believed and are often treated with hostility, which can contribute to school drop out (International Save the Children Alliance, 2005a). Boarding schools are particularly difficult environments as the child has little chance to find safe ways of dealing with the abuse (International Save the Children Alliance, 2005a).

Discrimination against children within schools on the grounds of gender, ethnicity or disability, may lead to exclusion from school. Limited employment prospects and little choice may force such children into harmful forms of work (International Save the Children Alliance, 2003). Furthermore, children who drop out or are excluded from school as a result of discrimination or mistreatment within the school system are at increased risk of further abuse and exploitation in work settings and/or on the streets. They are also more likely to come into conflict with the law, thus increasing their experiences of marginalization, exclusion and violence. In particular  children who have faced sexual abuse in one setting run a higher risk of being further victimized in other settings (International Save the Children Alliance, 2005a).  Situations of war, conflict and natural disasters may be other situations that increase risks of violence, including child sexual abuse and exploitation (International Save the Children Alliance, 2005a).

Gender relations, power,  hegemonic forms of masculinities and sexuality are central to understanding these forms of violence, and such abuse of power causes significant harm to children’s development (International Save the Children Alliance, 2005a, 2005b). Children have little voice in the school system to address their concerns, and few teachers have sufficient training to effectively address child rights, gender inequality, sexuality or sexual abuse. Furthermore, the school system itself may be a ‘target of violence’, if the school itself serves as a symbol in relation to everyday forms of violence such as arson, vandalism, destruction of teachers’ property, and in some parts of the world in more spectacular forms of violence such as spree shootings, hostage taking by terrorists, and kidnappings (Save the Children, 2005d).

Examples of Good Practices:

Lebanon: Working to end Physical and Humiliating Punishment in Schools

Working for the abolition of school Physical and Humiliating Punishment in Lebanon has involved a four-pronged approach of awareness-raising and mobilisation; analysing leg​islation and administrative practice; extensive child participation; and advocacy through a series of planned activities to persuade key actors to make changes. Save the Children is working with the Higher Council for Childhood (a nation​al framework for cooperation between government, international agencies and NGOs to implement the Convention on the Rights of the Child) and the Train​ing Centre for Community Development (TCCD - a Lebanese cooperative working on implementation of social development programmes).

A key project is “Ambassadors of Peace, Lebanon”, adapting a project originally developed in Canada, to implement peaceful conflict resolution in schools with the eventual aim of abolishing Physical and Humiliating Punishment in schools and ultimately in homes. It promotes a curriculum covering six main themes: non-violence; human rights; democratic practice; respect (for environment, self and others); anti-discrimination; and participation. The project includes five phases: train​ing of teachers and supervisors; raising awareness among teachers and supervisors about violence and peace; training students; training certain students to become ambassadors of peace in elementary schools; and programme evaluation

Since 2003 TCCD has trained almost 5000 people, including over 100 teachers and directors, 362 parents and other adults, and 3723 children from different ethnic, religious and social groups. According to the target groups violence in schools has decreased and a more peaceful atmosphere has been created. In some schools a staff development programme has been developed for teachers to better support the mental and physical development of children and their parents. 

As a result of their work TCCD has been given permission by the Ministry of Education to train all public schools in Lebanon. Furthermore, they have been given access to train parents on child rearing. Children who have been trained as Ambassadors of Peace have also been pro-active, participating in local, national and regional processes to end violence against children. Through music, song, dance and theatre children have spread messages against use of Physical and Humiliating Punishment in schools and villages. An inter-cultural music CD has been compiled by children to use as an awareness-raising and advocacy tool. Children have contributed to the National Plan of Action to end Physical and Humiliating Punishment against children. They have also promoted children’s participation in other organizations and settings, and supported the development of child led organizations.

Source: International Save the Children Alliance (2005) Global Submission to the UN Study:  Ending Physical and Humiliating Punishment  of Children: Making It Happen..

Orissa, India: Interface of Children with Members of Legislative Assembly on Physical and Degrading/Humiliating Punishments in Schools, Institutions and Homes: 

Save the Children in collaboration with the State Government of Orissa and their NGO partners: SOVA, Open Learning Systems, Aaina, and AKSSUS facilitated a meeting of Members of Legislative Assembly (MLAs) with children to discuss the dire consequences of physical and degrading/humiliating punishment on children. 35 MLAs from ruling and opposition parties and 22 children (10 boys and 12 girls), representing urban and tribal areas attended the meeting. This forum was a culmination of numerous consultations and dialogues among children, village education committees and district officials. In all these discussions children demanded a platform to share their opinions and views on the current education system. This interface aimed to fill that void. Through the meeting children were able to discuss recommendations and actions for banning physical and degrading/humiliating punishments and for introducing positive discipline in schools and institutions. The immediate result of the interface was the banning of Physical and Humiliating Punishment in schools in the state of Orissa in August 2004. 

Source: International Save the Children Alliance (2005) Children’s Actions to End Violence Against Girls and Boys.
Peru: School Councils to end Physical and Humiliating Punishment and other forms of violence

Municipios Escoleres (School Councils) exist in 6,000 schools throughout Peru. Council members are democratically elected every year, and work to spread the ideas enshrined in the UNCRC. The School Councils arrange seminars for parents on children's rights, including the question of Physical and Humiliating Punishment. Once they identify specific violations of children's rights they take up the issue with the Municipal Children's Rights Office. This office is recognised by local bodies such as the police and health-care clinics. The Ministry of Education has passed a law making School Councils mandatory in all state schools. They play an active role in promoting alternatives to corporal and psychological punishment as means of disciplining children at school and in the home. They work with a group named “Pacto por el buen trato” to carry out campaigns aimed at changing violent cultural trends and the aggressive way in which adults interact with children.

Source: International Save the Children Alliance (2005) Global Submission to the UN Study:  Ending Physical and Humiliating Punishment  of Children: Making It Happen.
Prevention strategy in schools, Colombia

In an agreement with the Secretariat of Education in Bogotá, Save the Children UK has developed a prevention programme with 15 educational institutions. The purpose is to expand the abilities and skills to understand, intervene and provide educational and social options in dealing with child sexual abuse. The strategy involves: activities to create awareness among teachers, guides and administrators of various institutions; formative processes on basic concepts of child sexual abuse and teaching prevention and development of self-protective behaviour with boys and girls; and work with local networks to inform the community about those providing assistance in case of sexual abuse and the follow-up process. As a result, all the education institutions have developed their own prevention programme and a self-protection programme for boys and girls. The programme  acknowledges that protection of children is the responsibility of adults, whether it is their parents, teachers, care takers or others, and that boys and girls are not able to control the abusive behaviour of adults. Children can, however, learn to recognise situations of risk and danger and develop internal skills that will help them handle difficult situations.

Source: International Save the Children Alliance (2005) Global Submission to the UN Study: Listen and Speak Out Against Sexual Abuse of Girls and Boys.
Uganda: Child right’s support groups

The Africa Network for Prevention and Protection against Child Abuse and Neglect (ANPPCAN) in Uganda works with schools and communities to address child sexual abuse and exploitation by supporting child-led initiatives, such as child rights support groups for both in-school and out-of-school children. The activities carried out by the support groups include learning about children’s rights, reading and discussing in detail assembly messages, reading ‘Straight Talk’ messages, and planting trees and flowers. The impact is an increase in identifying and reporting cases of child abuse at school and improved networking with the different duty bearers, particularly at the local council, in handling child abuse cases. Both children and parents have become more aware of children’s rights. ANPPCAN uses drama and music festivals as good avenues for meaningful child participation.

Source: International Save the Children Alliance (2005) Global Submission to the UN Study: Listen and Speak Out Against Sexual Abuse of Girls and Boys.
‘Let’s Talk Men!’ Masculinity and violence against girls in South Asia

In South Asia Save the Children UK and UNICEF have undertaken initiatives to increase understanding around masculinity and its relation with gender inequity and violence against women and girls, including ‘Let’s Talk Men’  a three-year film project on masculinities. Local filmmakers in India, Nepal, Bangladesh and Pakistan made four documentary films exploring different aspects of male identity, providing ways to deconstruct patriarchy in their cultural context. The primary target audience for these films are adolescent boys and girls in both rural and urban settings. Targeting boys and young men is particularly important as men who are the main perpetrators of violence against girls. The films (and accompanying workbooks) have been used in schools and in community projects in order to raise issues about violence against girls and present alternative role models and ways of behaving for boys. 


Source: Thompson. M et al (2003) Rights of Passage: Harmful Cultural Practices and Child Rights. Save the Children UK.
Palestine: Girls fight for their rights in Palestine

Save the Children Sweden has been supporting its local partner organisation, Defence for Children Palestine Section (DCI-P) since 1998 in implementing a girl-child project in the old town of Hebron. The girls in this area are affected by insecurity, curfews, road-blocks and conflict with the Israeli settlers. To meet these problems DCI-P staff, in partnership with school authorities and girls and boys, negotiated with the soldiers and settlers to ensure that the project would not be impeded. The purpose of the project, which now involves six schools, is to focus on the rights of Palestinian girls, providing them with the opportunity for personal development and empowering them with tools and life skills to transfer their knowledge and experience to other girls. One of the activities undertaken by the girls was the organisation of a 3 day conference with mothers, fathers, teachers, decision-makers, representatives from other organisations in Hebron and 120 girls. Discussions covered topics such as violence and abuse, freedom of speech and the right to participate, and discrimination. The conference called for the creation of a violence-free environment in the family, school and nation, and legislation to prevent violence and punish those who commit violence against children. The significance of the conference was that the girls were given autonomy in planning the activities and running the conference - counteracting the stereotyped view that Palestinian girls are brought up in a traditional and somewhat oppressive manner, the conference portrayed how girls can be active, equal partners in any project that allows them participation and self-expression. Many girls expressed pride at being part of the project, and have said that it has increased their self-esteem, their confidence and their knowledge. 

Source: International Save the Children Alliance (2005) Children’s Actions to End Violence Against Girls and Boys.
OVERALL RECOMMENDATIONS:

* Ensure access to free, relevant, quality education for all school-aged children up to at least the minimum age of employment. Minimum quality standards for education must be set.

* Develop appropriate policies (based on national consultations and research with children), laws and bans which outlaw all forms of violence and abuse in the school, including physical and humiliating punishment. Enforce child protection, with implementation guidelines and resources for its enforcement.

* Ensure that schools offer safe environments for all girls and boys, including training on positive discipline, codes of conduct for all staff, and a child protection policy familiar to all staff, children and their parents. Protocols must include guidance for the sensitive response to child sexual abuse by education professionals, in close co-operation with the child protection system, health services and the police.

* Allocate sufficient budget resources to develop child friendly schools with improvements to the quality of education (salaries, infrastructures, learning material); and the quality of teacher training and curriculum development (including child rights, positive discipline, conflict resolution and gender equality), and employment of para-professionals in social work, guidance and counselling to make the school more secure and safe. 

* Facilitate the inclusion of children and young people in the development, design, implementation and monitoring of measures to create child-friendly schools and societies. Support the development of children’s life skills and opportunities for boys and girls to organize and express their opinions. Pay special attention to particularly vulnerable children (including orphans, marginalized groups, children with disabilities, working children, children in conflict settings, children affected by HIV and AIDS). 

Children’s Recommendations:

Legislation:

Governments should create national laws to ban all forms of physical and humiliating punishment in schools, and make systems to implement and properly moni​tor these. Make sure everyone knows about these laws.

Policy / Coordination:

Make schools happy places where children are eager to learn. Improve people’s understanding of children’s rights so that schools can become violence free and children-friendly.

Take steps to create a positive climate in schools and other educational institutions that encourages mutual respect between teachers and students and the use of positive forms of discipline

Increase the number of counsellors in schools who are trained in child centred psychosocial support, in children’s rights who can listen to and advise children who are victims of violence.

Encourage parents to take part in their child’s education, for example by becoming involved in school activities.

Children’s participation:

Give children a voice in the school system. Help and support school councils or children’s groups in schools. Teachers and school authorities should take girls and boys suggestions seriously and involve them in all decisions affecting them. 

Teachers should listen to children’s suggestions on how to address violence against children in schools and involve them in developing responses.

Establish processes for developing and implementing rules of discipline in schools and other educational institutions which involve teachers, students and parents

Capacity building:

Start training courses for head masters, teachers and peer counsellors (students who are trained to help other students) at pre-school and primary schools on child rights, child psychology, children’s participation, how to make learning more children-friendly and positive discipline methods.

Make sure that teachers are good at what they do and trained in child-friendly methods. 

Offer other non-violent discipline methods in teacher training or orientation (types of methods can be developed in consultation with children). Train the teachers to see that hitting, or any other form of physical punishment, is  not an acceptable form of control.


Include child-rights education in the school curricula.

Increase the knowledge of children on non-violent conflict management, peace, gender equality and healthy relationships.

Educate school inspectors and school management committee members on child rights and the consequences of violence in schools.

Provide more training for teachers on working with and including children with disabilities.

Response/services:

There should be mechanisms in school where children can complain about unfair punishments and other forms of violence in schools; and mechanisms for adults to follow up seriously on all reports (with pupil involvement). Help school students train and talk to younger pupils on how to prevent and stop violence. Check regularly among school students to see if there has been positive change.

Make certain that there are professionals or specialists that children can trust who are available for help and support both inside and outside schools. This can be social workers, psychologists or tutors who provide the bridge or connection between the child or young person, the family and the school.

Information system/monitoring:

Work against violence in sports using more rules, more information and more care of the youth teams. Make sure that players are as safe as possible.
Invite children to be part of the monitoring of programmes to end violence against them, including the development of child-led indicators. Make this easy.

Establish procedures for recruitment of teachers and other staff which include screening for history of abusive behaviour.

Advocacy / awareness / Counseling:

Organise seminars in schools for children, parents and teachers to make everyone understand what violence is and to inform people that violence is wrong. Print and spread information about bringing up children without violence. 

Educate children on their rights and their responsibilities at the same time. They can then understand the positive and negative of their behaviour and not abuse other children.

Encourage bystanders to believe that they can help, and that bullying is wrong.

Help young parents or young people who intend to become parents to understand child development and good child rearing practices. 

Resources:

Make it easy for children with disabilities to enter school buildings and vehicles. Lessen the cost of medication and physical aids (for example wheelchairs) for children with disabilities to enable them to better access school.

Offer funds to make child-friendly information and develop child-friendly schools.

Make it economically possible for all children to get an education.

10 Key Points from Children concerning Child Sexual Abuse

1. Sexual abuse is bad and should not happen.

2. Tell them to stop – it is hard to disclose.

3. It is too difficult to get out of sexual exploitation and exit the sex trade.

4. Listen to me and believe what I tell you.

5. Talk to me and be there if I need you.

6. I need to feel safe and protected and decide how my case is to be handled.

7. Love me, support me – we know what we need.

8. Help me get things straight.

9. Let my abuser face up to what he or she has done.

10. Don’t put a label on me and let me go on with my life.

Source: International Save the Children Alliance (2005) Global Submission to the UN Study: Listen and Speak Out Against Sexual Abuse of Girls and Boys.
Save the Children’s Recommendations:

Legislation, policies and budget allocation:

Ensure access to free, relevant, quality education for all school-aged children up to at least the minimum age of employment. Minimum quality standards for education must be set.

Develop appropriate policies (based on national consultations and research with children), laws and bans which outlaw all forms of violence and abuse in the school, including physical and humiliating punishment. Enforce child protection, which outlaws all forms of violence in schools, with implementation guidelines and resources for its enforcement.

Amend existing laws/regulations or introduce new ones to prohibit physical and humiliating punishment and verbal abuse in all educational institutions including appropriate sanctions against offending teacher and school.

Ensure that schools offer safe environments for children, including codes of conduct for all staff and a child protection policy familiar to all staff, children and their parents. 

Develop protocols for the management of child sexual abuse in schools. Child sexual abuse should be dealt with promptly in close co-operation with the child protection system, health services and the police.

Allocate sufficient budget resources to: improve the quality of education (salaries, infrastructures, learning material); and to provide quality teachers training and curriculum development (including child rights, life skills, conflict resolutions and gender);

Allocate sufficient resources to build child friendly environment in schools (smaller classes, space for play etc.), and to implement child protection policies.

Allocate resources for employing para-professionals in social work, guidance and counselling to make the school more secure and safe. 

Monitoring and reporting mechanism:

Develop effective monitoring and reporting mechanism in schools and at national level, with sanctions and penalties for teachers who misuse their power and authority. Develop implementation guidelines and resources for enforcement.

Introduce rules/regulations requiring schools to report complaints of abusive behaviour made against any teacher to Ministry of Education 

Establish central register of complaints against teachers that can be accessed by schools when recruiting new teachers.
Include child protection issues in education monitoring information systems (E-MIS). Disaggregate on gender, age, ability, social background, etc –for measuring the impact on various groups of children, etc.)

Services and environment:

Develop child friendly schools. Governments should ensure that resources (e.g. infra-structure, teacher development, learning materials) are available to support the development of child friendly schools that are rights based, gender responsive, child friendly, safe and with quality leadership and clear value systems.

Facilitate the inclusion of children and young people in the development, design, implementation and monitoring of measures to create child-friendly schools and societies. Provide opportunities for boys and girls to organize and express their opinions. Pay special attention to particularly vulnerable children (orphans, marginalized groups, children with disabilities, children in conflict settings, children affected by HIV and AIDS). 

Establish child friendly material and child friendly learning spaces. Develop life skills programs for children, including topics such as child rights, conflict resolution, problem solving, self awareness, creative thinking, coping with stress, assertive behaviour, communication skills, communication in interpersonal relationships, gender relations/gender discrimination and child rights.

Education initiatives for working children must be linked to poverty-reduction and child protection strategies that address the underlying reasons as to why children work.
Prevent children’s exclusion and drop out from school, to prevent increased risks of violence that school drop outs may face. Ensure practices and policies among teachers and pupils that promote tolerance, inclusion, conflict resolution and peace building.

Establish confidential child protection units in schools, complaints procedures and other measures where children feel safe to express and report all forms of violence, including physical punishment and sexual abuse. Develop standards to manage abuse and violence in the school. 

Develop counselling services, peer counselling and peer mediation. Involve teachers and students association in establishing these services
Ensure that the school curriculum includes child rights education which addresses themes of sexuality, power and gender relations and which teaches children the difference between ‘good’ and ‘bad’ touch, safe ways of showing affection and methods of protection against sexual abuse and HIV/AIDS. Child friendly and age specific information on reproductive health, sexuality and child sexual abuse, needs to be part of the school curricula. 

Include parenting education in school curricula for young people, including a focus on positive roles of fathers, and the importance of positive discipline and children’s participation within the family.

Revise existing curricula to ensure that it is free from gender and other serotypes and to ensure that it promotes values such as tolerance, respect and equality. Develop programmes to which pays special attention to vulnerable groups of children with resources for addressing discrimination and intolerance.

Promote extra-curricular activities (including leisure, cultural and sporting activities) which enable positive opportunities for girls and boys to develop their life skills, psycho-social well-being, and gain group identity. 

Provide support to other education settings (ECD, non formal education, vocational education) in promoting child friendly, non-violent methodologies.

Provide child and diversity friendly and age-specific information on protection issues, including child sexual abuse, and domestic violence and female gender mutilation, in local languages and for children with different abilities. Children can be involved in producing materials (e.g. films, posters, etc.)
Capacity building:

Provide training to teachers, head teachers and school administrators on child rights, positive discipline, child friendly learning methods, children’s participation, gender equality and non-discrimination. Schools and other institutions should promote education that shapes non-violent mindset of children. Bullying and other forms of abuse of children by children have to be addressed.

Include issues of violence against children, including sexual abuse, gender based violence and Physical and Humiliating Punishment, in the curricula for the education of professionals who come in contact with children.

Provide training and support for teachers and school management on how to detect and act sensitively in case of child sexual abuse. Support implementation of clear guidelines.

Professional carers, teachers, social service workers, police, those working in the criminal justice and all those working with children should be adequately informed and trained according to clear codes of conduct and standards of practice.

Increase knowledge on healthy and non- violent gender relationships among professionals and in the school curriculum.

A focus on life skills, peer mediation and conflict resolution should also be integrated to the school curricula and school governance processes. 

Integrate child rights education, life skills education (including age appropriate sex education), gender awareness, peer mediation, and conflict resolution in the school curricula and school governance process. 

Child participation:

Involve children in designing policies and programmes to address violence in schools, including research and monitoring. Include children in decision making structures for developing appropriate legislation and actions.

Support children’s child led initiatives and organisations to address violence in the school, including anti-bullying strategies.

Develop codes of conducts through the active involvement of children in each classroom.

Provide child friendly materials in local languages (with respect to diverse cultures) on child rights, child protection, gender, sexuality, life skills and policies affecting girls and boys. 

Community involvement:

Involve community members in establishing violence free schools. Encourage parents to take an active role in school management and help them to learn alternative forms of practice discipline. Create awareness among communities and families on child rights and child protection issues.

Establish educator support groups and set up support service networks (including help lines) linking to community members and organisations that can provide support.

Address root causes of violence:

Address all forms of violence in the society.

Make gender based violence against girls and boys more visible 

Work with young men as partners to address gender discrimination and various forms of violence, and to promote alternative masculinities. Share and analyse good practices of working with boys through the school system to promote gender equality, alternative masculinities (including positive fatherhood) and to prevent gender based violence.
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