QUESTIONNAIRE RELATING TO THE SALE OF CHILDREN’S ORGANS AND RAPID RESPONSE PROGRAMS IN CASES OF ABDUCTIONS OR DISAPPERANCES OF CHILDREN CIRCULATED BY THE SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR

Interpretation of certain terms used in the questionnaire

For the purpose of this questionnaire, the term:

“Child” is defined by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 1990 as meaning “every human being below the age of 18 years unless, under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier”;

“Sale of children” should be seen as a flexible term due to the different notions of “sale” and contracts” in existing legal systems, noting a definition derived from the 1956 Supplementary Convention of the Abolition of Slavery, as follows: “Any institution or practice whereby a child or young person under the age of 18 years, is delivered by either or both of his natural parents or by his guardian to another person, whether for reward or not, with a view to the exploitation of the child or young person or of his labour.”
PART I : SALE OF ORGANS 

The applicable legislative and normative framework

1. Are you aware of any countries to have any bilateral and regional arrangements with others to prevent and eliminate the sale of children in relation to organ transplantation ? If so, please describe.

2. Are you aware of any countries to have national (and if relevant/regional/provincial/state) legislation applicable to prevent, counter and eliminate the sale of children organs? 

3. Please mention the different public institutions in charge of preventing, countering and eliminating the sale of children organs and their role and activities in the countries mentioned in question 2.

The factual context

4. Are you aware of any reports relating to the sale and/or trafficking of organs ? If so, please describe.

6. Are you aware of any reports relating to the sale and/or trafficking of organs in which children were involved ? If so, please describe.

7. If there have cases of sale and/or trafficking of organs involving children, what measures have been taken ? Have prosecutions been initiated ? If so, what have been the outcomes of the proceedings ?

8. Are you aware of any cases in which abducted/disappeared children were later found (alive or dead) with missing organs ? If so, which organs were missing ? What actions were taken in relation to these cases ?

9. Are you aware of any reports relating to the existence of religious or magic rituals which could lead to the removal of organs ? If so, please describe.

PART II : RAPID ALERT PROGRAMS FOR DISAPPEARED OR ABDUCTED CHILDREN

The applicable legislative and normative framework

10. Are you aware of any countries that have legislative or administrative measures to prevent children abductions or disappearances ? If so, please describe the national (and if relevant regional/provincial/state) applicable measures.

11. Are you aware of any countries to have legislative or administrative measures which alert the general population in case of a child abduction or disappearance ? If so, please describe the different measures implemented, the authorities responsible for their implementation and the targeted population (scope of audience reached and extent of location). 

The factual context

12. Since the implementation of these alert measures, has the success rate of finding abducted or disappeared children increased ? If so, what are the main factors to this success ? If not, what additional measures should be implemented ?

13. Are you aware of any cases where following the implementation of these alert measures, children had been found alive and their abductor arrested ? If so, please describe the chronology of events and how these alert measures contributed to the successful end to the abduction or disappearance.

